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Embassy font by the Eaft -India- Company 
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* 
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EMPEROUR 
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H I N 

Delivered at P E K I $ G? the Imperial City, txc. 

waagafev--- 1 HE Laetddimoniam were a People, who by their Laws 
and Cuftoms were ftri&ly prohibited from Travelling 
out of their own Countrcy ; left fo degenerating in 
manners (as they fuppofed) they might tall into a 
more loofe and irregular courfe of life,and by the ac- 
quaintance of the various Modes of feveral Forein 
Nations, flight the ftridnefs of their own feverer Efta- 
blifhments. 

Neither would they permit that any Strangers 
{hould refide amongft them, left they by Converfation fhould be imbu'd with them 
novelties and opinions. Which more to lengthen ; What C.ttzen 
not educate his Children according to their own fetled Laws, was imn e lly 
nounced incapable of the priviledges belonging to lus Countrey 8 

had this Nation to them Native foil, and fuch the averf, on engrafted m themho^ 



The fevere 
LaWs of the 

Laciismom* 

arts. 







he Embassy 

their very Cradles , to Forein Parts , that a Youth only once afldng the way to 
Pika by order of the Magiftracy, fufterd condign punifhment prefently upon the 
fpot. 

But thefe feverer wayes and ftarch’d formalities were, both by the other Greek s 
and the Roman's, utterly exploded, who knowing better things, readily indulged licence 
to Travell where they might beft improve either Wealth, Literature, or Obfervation. 
And alfo we find by their moft ancient and accurate Writers, that they neither fpa- 
red coft, ftudy, nor pains, to bercpleniflied with remote and tranfmarine Imbelifh- 
ments both of Arts, Science, and Induftry. . 

When the Emperour Trajan after the Parthian war, bulled himfelf in a Philofophi- 
cal inquifition, concerning the wonders ofthe Deep, arid occult mture of th^Ocear^ 
a fudden Storm happening, hurried him from Coafting far into the Offtn^ -where 
he beheld a Fleet Banding for Itidi'a [ wlicrebfBeing informed, he fetching a deep 
figh,faid, Ah that I were young agai^ and couldjefume ny former vigour, then would I vik 
thofe diftaht Regions, and penetrate the Avenues of the Oriental JPwU. L ? ■' • 3 id . 

King Mithridates, who after a long Cqnteft yith the Romans, having re-fetlcd him- 
felf in his Throne, refolvcd not only of the well-managing of affairs at home, but ofthe 
enlarging of bis Dominions abroad ; whereupon he n(ac{e himfelf Maiffer (of which 
not any Prince had done before) ofthe Neighbouring Scythians, who had never till 
then been abfoiutely fubdued. This grekt Work finiftfd, and fo mighty a Nation 
brought under,- he divert^ himfelf tp Travell ; not only to make q %erficial view of 
Cities and Situations, Vulgarities and various humors, adherent to feveral Nations * 
but alfo of their Scholaftick knowledge, a^d Politick Governments; on which ac’ 
count he paft through all Pontus, Cappadocia , and moft Parts of Alia] 

Tacitus the Famous Roman Hiftorian, enumerating the many Values of Cenum. 
cus, fayes. That lie greedy of Knowledge, efpecially of Forein franfaflions, made 
his our through Greece, Thrace, Afm, and Armenia ; but thus much not fatisfying the 
curiolity of tins rince, he Voyaged into /Egypt under pretence offetling the Govern 

“edfS ” 5 UtrMher t0 llaVt 2 viM fP-cuIatiorr of the Antiquitie; 

Democritus no lets intfuifitive of making fearch beyond his own Home after the 
Death of h,s Father Damans , parted with a no Unplentifull Patrimony for a farce 
confiderable fumme to urnifh out the expences of his outward-bound Tr vek “ 
queft of Science; „who firft addreft himfelfto the Syrian PrSbfnext the Chad 
arts after to the Cy m #flt in India, from whofe M^azines and the then LtmS', 

sr 

mfhed with their feveral obfervations and acquirements. § My fur - 

nchnadons nolefs vigorous hath of late been obfcrved in Fm«h* K •, 
fuccefs; who not being bounded by Herculean Bars mfV f , but Wltl > more 

unmeafured Atlantick that thev iJhr A fofar throu gh C“U then) the 

extended to the Arliick and AM C S , ’ T r ^ 3 Paradi « 

Wands that reach atooft the utmoft latitude ^ lth . f ' veral ot ^r Countries and 

^ Fab;es ° f ^ ^ 

the 
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the Ancients are not to Hand in any competition with-our Modern Difcoverers who 
found out in lefs then one Century far more then they in their many thoufand Years 
Whilelt 1 contemplated the laudable aftions andgreat enterprifcsoffamous Navi" 
gators, I conceived my felfto be obliged to put in my Mite, and not to conceal feme 
fpecial remarks, being taken by me with no froall care and pains in a Countrey as 
liccle known to Europe as any. * 

After my return from the Weft Indies , where I had fome time remained, my occa- 
fions invited me from home a contrary courfe to the Eaft Indies ; where not long after 
my arrival at Bat avia was ordered by the General Maatzuyker, and the honourable 
Council then refiding there, to fend Peter de Goyer and Jacob Key far as Embafladours 
with Credentials, and a confiderable train of Attendants, to Peking in China, to the 
Grand Cham of Tartary , the now Emperour of China , impowering to negotiate con- 
cerning a Free and Mutual Commerce with them in his Kingdoms and Territories. 

Whereupon receiving alfo commands to attend this Embafly, I had thrown into 
my hands (as I conceived) fit opportunity to make a more exaft difcovery of the 
Genius and Manners of the People, and Cuftoms of the Place, and Countreys fuppofed 
by all Geographers to be the richeft in the World, and where any Stranger formerly 
durft never attempt. And herein (without any breach of modefty) I dare boldly 
affirm, that nothing confiderable dipt my Obfervation relating to my defign, and 
that efpecially in taking accurate Maps and Sketches, not onely of the Countreys and 
Towns, but alfo of Beafts, Birds, Fillies, and Plants, and other rarities never divul- 
ged (as I am informed) heretofore. 

But now to remove fome Obftru&ions, and fo cleer the way, that Pofterity may 
not be bereaved of the fruit of thefe my endeavours, I find my felf highly neceflita- 
ted to relate what palled in this undertaking, with as much candour and brevity as 
the work may poffibly require. 

But before I engage my felft it feems alfo not amifs to fee forth briefly the divifion 
of the CInivcrfal Globe, and likewife the Etymology or Derivation of the word China . , 
the condition of the Soil, and the extent thereof, and laftly the ten Provinces of the 
fifteen into which that Country divides it l'elf, and the Towns and Cities through 
wh i ch we did not pafs . 

The Terraqueous Globe comprehending Sea and Land, Rivers and Lakes, Hands 
divided by modern Geographers into two Semi-Orbs, vi{. the Old, and New 
World. The old contains Europe , Afia, and Africa : the new, America , not much 
lefs in extent to all thofe vaft Regions difeovered before ; named fo from Americas 
Veftmtius a Florentine , but indeed firft found out by Cbriflopher Columbus a Genoan, fur- 
niffied out for fo great an Expedition by Ferdinand and Ifabel King and Queen of 
Caftile and Aragon, in the Year 1 49 2. But five years after Americas voyaging, made 
his approches higher into thofe unknown Confines, and fo got by a lucky hit, or 
fomethintf in his name, the honour of Denomination of the Moiety of the World 
from the prime Difcoverer, to whom fo great a glory belonged: fince vulgarly cal- 
led the Weft Indies. , not improperly, the Eaft being by Sea found by us about the 
fame time. 

Linder our new World may alfo be compriled thole vaft Southern Coafts and 

Streiohtso i'Magelan, firft lighted on by Ferdinandus Magelanusm the year 1520, in 

his Circumnavigation of theUniverfe ; whichforty five years after Sir Francis Drake, 

and next Sir Thomas Bendifb , Englifhmen, made a further infpeaion into ; and in 

the 
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the Year 1600 Oliver van Noord a Hollander paft, but of later years a Spaniard, Fcrdi - 
nandde Outer , out-fhot them all by a more ample Difcovery then all the former. 

Afia (not to make mention of any other Divifions of the World, being imperti- 
nent to the following Difcourfe) Hands bounded on the North by the Tartaric Sea, 
on the Eaft with the great Indian Ocean called Em, and on the South with the fame 
on the Weft with the Arabian Gulph, and the flip of Land fituated betwixt this Gulph 
and the Mediterranean Sea ; the extent of which from the Hellefpont as far as Mallaffa , 
the utmoft Town ofTraffick in India, confifts of 1 300 Dutch miles : the breadth from 
the Arabian Gulph to the Cape of Tabin 1 220 Dutch miles. 

All Afia, which the Ancients divide into Afia the Great and Afia the Lefs,modern 
Computors part into five Divifions, Perfia, the Turkifh Empir e,India, (to which they 
caft in the adjacent Ides) Tartary, and China. 

What concerns the Name of China, or the further part of Afia, much time and 
pains have been fpent and taken by feveral Hiftorians both old and new, as alfo by 
the Natives of the Countrcy and Foreiners, to give the true derivation thereof, and 
the leveral names by which China has been formerly called, to whom I fhall refer my 
felf to fatisfie the curiofity of the Reader in this particular. 

That thefeare the People whom Ptolemy calls Chinefes, both the Conftitution of the 
Countrey, and the Name by which it is known at this time, may fuffice to prove the 
truth thereof ; for that which in Spanijh is writ China, in Italian is called Cina, in High 
Dutch Tfchina, and in Low Dutch and Latin Sina. The difference in the pronuntia- 
tion of the word China and Sina betwixt us and the Spaniards is not much ; but in re- 
gard it falls fomewhat hard to thofe people to pronounce the Ch , they therefore make 
ufe of the Greek. letter The Tartars call this Kingdom Cat ay, and fometimes Man- 
gin ; but this name rather denotes the Inhabitants themfelves then the Councrey : for 
Mangin fignifies in their Language a wilde and uncivillized People, and with this 
word the Tartars often deride the Chinefes. This Country was likewife formerly cal- 
led Cat ay by Mar civ, Panveelz^ a Venetian, who was the firft Difooverer thereof in parr. 
But the moft known name by which that Kingdom is called at prefent by thofe of 
Europe is China. The realon why that Kingdom has been called by fo many feveral 
names may be fuppofed to be this , from an ancient cuftorn obferved amongft them, 
that whofoevergers the Soveraignty over them, prefents the Kingdom with a new 
name according to his pleafure. Amongft the reft we read,tharformerly this further 
part or Afia, or China, was called Thau, Tu, Tha, Sewn, Chen, as alfo Han ; Thau, 
which ftgnifies Boundlels broad; Tu, Reft ; 72 ><t,Great ; Sciam, Curious ; cLnPer- 
feft ; Han, the Milky way. 

Long before the Conqueft of China by the Tartan in their laft invafion, and the de- 
pofing of the Emperour of China, (viz. when the Soveraignty of the Kingdom was in 
the Family of 0«) China was called by the ChinepMin, which ftgnifies Perfpicutv 
or Brightnefs. Afterwards they added to the word Min the fyllable 7 a, and called’ 
it then Tamm, at (as fome write) Taming, which ftgnifies The Kingdom of great 
rigimefs. Forabove 300 years this Kingdom bore, the name o {Tai-iven, and at 

ST “ 13 “ ^ ^ ^ Tmm ' Wl ’° P0frcf3 thlS K ' ngdom under the ^at Cham, 

But though thisKingdom of China doth often change its Lord and Name, the Chi. 
”fs have tune out of mind called it by two other particular names, as Chum-' 

cboa, and Cbungque ; the firft whereof ftgnifies The Middle Kingdom ; and the othfr. 

The 
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the Middle Garden. The reafon why the Chinefes gave their Kingdom thefe Names 
may be luppofed to be this ; in regard that formerly they did verily believe that 
the Heaven was round, the Earth four-fquare, and in the middle point thereof lav 
their Kingdom. Wherefore when they firft faw the Maps of Europe they took 
it very ill, that their Kingdom was not placed in the middle, but in the further 
part of the Eaft. And therefore when Mathias Riccius a Jefuite, had in China 
made a Map of all the whole World, he fo ordered his adulation, that the King- 
dom of China fell to be in the middle. But mod of the Chinefes do now acknow- 
ledge this their great errour,and blulh, convinc’d of fo much Ignorance. And 
though the Chinefes themfelves have thus called their Kingdom by feveral* Names 
(according as the Family which Governed over them hapncd to change) yet 
their Neighbours that live upon the confines take no notice of their alterations 
neither follow the Chinefes therein *, for thofe of Couchenchina and Siam , call this 
Kingdom Cin ', the Iflanclers of Japan, Than , the Tartars , Han, and the Ttirl^s, Sara- 
ceners and other Weftern People, Catainm. 

Some conceive that this name is originally from Sioni, in refp c&Sina, in their ch{na ^ hm 
Language fignifies a mod Brave and Famous Country. Others oppofing, Will ° namc ' 
have this Kingdom to derive its name from the Inhabitants of the Cicy Chinchen , 
becaufe thefe people drive only a conftanr Trade by Sea to moll places of Afia ; 
fo that the Portuguejfes and Indians by leaving out of the fame letters of the, 
word Chinchen , might eafily give it the name of China. 

But thofe are in a very great errour, that will have the word China to be de- 
rived from a certain word Cinch, which by the Chinefes is very much ufed. The 
falfencfs of this affertion will clearly appear from hence, in that the Chinefes, who 
trade with the Indians , or Ponuguefes to thofe places, and go with their Ships to 
India, us’d on the fcore of civility and kind rcfpe<ft to greet each other in their 
Mothers Tongue, not with the name of Cinch, butS7<*. 

Now that which appears to me to be a moil probable truth, amongft the 
various opinions of Writers, is that which the Jefuite Martinus Martinii (a Man 
of great Learning and Skill in the Antiquities of China) has aflerted in the Sixth 
Book of his Hiftory of China ', the words whereof areas follows. 

I fhall not (fays he) let this pafs unnientioned, which feems to me moft likely, 
that not only by th e Indians, but a if v by Strangers, the name China took rife 
and original from the Generation, Family, or Branch of Cina, who Governed in 
China, in the i\6. year before the Birth of Chrifl : So that we ought not to call 
it China , but rather the Kingdom of Sinen or Cinen : For in the time of thofe 
Kings which proceeded from this Branch, the name of Siners was firft made known 
by Strangers , and efpecially by the Indians. By the Indians the name of 
China afterwards came into ufe, and was followed by the Portngueffes after the 
Conqueft of India : For this Family of Cina Governed over the greateft part of 
the Siners , who lived toward the Weft, and continually had Wars with For- 
reigners : When afterwards the Court or feat of the Kingdom was planted there, 
received the name of the Kingdom of China. This Family of Cina being rifen 
to the higheft pitch of all ProTperity, proved after a great Invader of others Ter- 
ritories ; infomuch that it feems no wonder that Strangers and remote Nations 
had the name of Cina fo frequent among them. And though the Sinejes call 
this farther part of Afia, or Cina by feveral names, according as the Governing 
Families chat happen to change ; yet however Foreigners do referve the firft name 
which they heard . And this is my opinion concerning the Original of the name 
Sina ; and according to this aflertion the firft letter of the word ought to be 
writ, not with an S. but with a C. 
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The Divifion AllChwawas formerly divided by the Chinef e Empcrour Xunus into 12 Provin- 
ofchha. ceg . a £ terwar( j s t hc Emperour Yva, who took upon him the Government after the 
death of Xunus, about 260 years before the Incarnation of our Saviour, reduced 
all China into Nine Provinces, which only at that time comprehended the Nor- 
thern Parts of China , and had for their Confines the River Kiang. But after that 
they had Conquered the Southern parts by degrees, and had fomevvhat civilized 
the Inhabitants, the whole Kingdom of China was divided into 15 Provinces : 
Amongft thefe alfo they reckon the Province of Leaotung , which is fituated on 
the Weft of Peking, where the great Wall begins, and the Hanging Ifland of 
Corea\ both which pay Tribute to the Emperour. There are feveral other Iflands 
befide, which pay alfo Tribute : Amongft which the Ifland Hainan is the chief- 
eft, lying in the Sea over againft the Province of Quangft. Among the Iflands 
which are Tributary to this Kingdom, is alfo accounted the Ifland Forntofa, 
which the Chine fes call Lieukieu, and fituated over againft the Province of Fa- 
llen ; as alfo the Ifland of Chenxan , over againft the Province of Chekiang, a very 
famous place for Trading. But of this more at large hereafter. 

Six of the 15 Provinces verge upon the Sea, as Peking , Xantung , Kiangnan , 
or Nanking, Chekiang , Foking , and Quantung : From hence toward the North lye 
the Midland Countries, as Quangfi, Kiangfi, Huquang, Honan, and Xanfi ; and to- 
ward the Weft the other four, Xenfi , Sucheu , Queicheu , and Juunan. 

Laftly, This Empire which comprehends 15 Kingdoms, is alfo divided into the 
South and North China : South China the Tartars call the Kingdom of Mangin , 
and North China the Kingdom of Cat ay. In the firft are 9 Kingdoms, and in the 
laft 6 ; or 8 , if fo be you will reckon amongft them the Kingdom of Leaotung , and 
the Hanging Ifland of Corea. 


By what has been already faid, it doth clearly appear how far thofe are mi- 
ftaken who write of another Empire beyond China , which they call Cat ay ; as 
likewife of feveral Towns, as Quinfay , Cambaln , and many other fidions ; whereas 
in truth beyond that great Wall, no other people live but Tartars, who have no 
fixed abodes, but wander up and down the Countries in Waggons, and fo 
Travel from place to place ; as may be found at large in the Writings of thofe 
wno have fufficiently confuted this great errour and miftake, as Viraantius, Mar- 
tinus Marumi, in his Atlas of China. Amongft the reft the Jefuits have likewife 
found by experience, that beyond the Empire of China no Monarchy of Catay is 
to be found; infomuch that the fame People, whom we call Chine fes, are by the 
Terfians called Cataiens. This fame miftake has been likewife fufficiently and 
Learnedly confuted with undeniable Arguments, by the moft Learned Jacob 
Lool,* Perfon of extraordinary knowledge ««lf Arts of Literal-, ir^ .n 
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violence from without, that the like is hardly to be feen clfLhere ; neithc are 
there any Ad venoes found leading to this Monarchy, infomuch that thev are fo 
wed p.ovided and guarded, that it (eems to bea world within it felf, a,;d feeie- 
ganon from all the reft as well toward the South as the Raft ; and where the Sea 
borders hath fo many Mauds, Banks, Flatts, and blind Rocks, that it is altoge- 
ther unfafe to approach China on that fide with any Great Ships of Men of VVar. 

On the Weft what toward the South, lye the Woods and Hills of/Worx, 
which are fo thick and high, that it is altogether unpenetrable on that fide, and 
which feparate C/a/Ha from the next bordering Aha, and the Ieffcr Neighbouring 
Kingdoms ; al which adds to the Defence and Proteftion of this Empire. To- 
ward the North and Weft it is alfo fnffidently fecured againft all Invafions, by the 
Sandy and dry Flatts of Samo, which endanger all Velfels that attempt any land- 
mg m thole Parts. Laftly, this Kingdom has toward the North a great Wall, 
which the Family and Branch of Cina built againft the Invafion of the Tartars 
^ ftore the Birth of Chrift ; but in what condition this Wall is at pre- 

fent, and how far it extends, wefliall treat at large in the Defcription of the Pro- 
vince of Peking. 

In refpea the Soveraignty over the 15 Kingdoms of this China , belongs at 
prefent to a Mon^h, the great Cham of Tartary ; I (hall give you an account of 
the number of all the great and little Cities fituated in all thefe Dominions. 

Firft of all, they fum up in this whole Empire 145 Capital Ciries, which 
out-fhine the reft both in Greatnefs and Glory. Under the command of this 
Emperourare 1331 fmall Cities, amongft which 148 may be compared in Magni- 
tude, Beauty, and People, with the chief Cities. Beftde thefe, there are 32 
great Cities more, which are not fubjeft to any other , yet they muft not bear 
the name of Capital, though they command over 6 3 fmall Cities. Befide all 
thefe, there are 3 Cities more for the Officers and Commanders of the Militia to 
^..dwelHn. The Forts andCaftlesare 159. befide which 17 great Garrifon Cities, 
and 66 fmall Garrifon Towns, which arc never without full Companies, and of 
Souldiers, who are permitted to inhabit promifeuoufly amongft the Burgers. 

There is no diftinguiffiing by the greatnefs and largenefs of the Cities, the one 
from the other ; for fome of the fmall ones exceed fome others of the great and 
prime Cities, both in largenefs, wealth, and people : But according to the worth w 
and dignity of the Governours, and the priviledges of the place, (he bears the 
precedency , and is reckoned amongft the chief Cities. No place muft pre- 
fume to take up the name of a City, but what is Walled in ; for every inferiour 
Town or Situation fubieds to the next adjacent Capital City. Moft of the 
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Cities in China are built after one faffiion and form, commonly four fquarc, with 
broad and high Walls, adorned with quadruple Towers, placed at an equal di- 
ftanee , round about which runs a deep Mote, and that alfo is furrounded 
with a Mud or Earthen Wall. Each City has a double Gate, and two double 
Doors, whereof the firft ftands dire&ly over againft the fecond, that there is no 
feeing’ through the laft , though you ftand in the firft : Betwixt thefe two 
Gates, opens moft commonly a large Court, where they Difcipline their Militia : 
Upon’the Gates are likewife built Great Watch-Towers where the Souldiers 
^ keep night Sentinel. Moft of the Cities have very great Suburbs belonging to 
them, which are as full of people as within the Wall. Without the Battlements 
each Metropolis hath a delightful Plain, curioufly adornedwith Towers, Trees, 
and other Embellilhments moft pleafant to the Eye : The Country every where 
fwarms with people, fo that wherefoever you travel, you fhall meet continually 
with Crowds of Men, Women, and Children. * 

As now thefe 15 Kingdoms feem not only to exceed all other parts of the world 
for the number of moft rare Edifices and Rich Cities, fo they are liketvife no lefs 
abounding in People } for the moft Populous Country of all Europe ftands not in 
competition with this. 

Thofe that will take the pains to look into the Chinefc Pole or Rcgifter- Books, 
wherein is exa&ly fet down the number of the People of each Province (except 
thofe of the Royal Family ) will find that it amounts to the number of 58 milli- 
ons, 900 and forty thoufand, two hundred and 84 Perfons ; neither need you 
wonder which way this can be made out ; for every Mafter of a Family is obliged 
upon a great penalty to hang out a little board over his door, upon which he muft 
fet down the number of his Houfhold, and their condition, &c. And to prevent 
all fraud, one is appointed over every tenth houfe, whom they call fitang^ which 
ftgnifiesthe Tenth man or Tyther. His Office confifts in taking an account of 
the number of the perfons upon the board } and if the Mafter of the Family fail 
to make that known truly, he is to acquaint the Governour of the City with the 
abufe. 

Having fpoken thus much of the Situation, Divifion, and Extent of China ; I 
fhall add in (hort what thefe fifteen Provinces pay Annually in Taxes one with 
another ; as alfo how many Capital, Great, Little, and Garrifon Cities are in each 
of the Ten. And laftly, what each Province, Divifion, or Shier disburfeth 
yearly in Taxes to the Emperour of China. 

No man poflefiesa foot of Land in all this Empire without paying to the 
Emperour fomething out of it ; fo that we need not wonderfthat over and above 
the common expences which are made upon the account of Petty Kings, Vice- 
Roys, and Military Officers , there are more then threefcore Millions of Crowns 
brought yearly into the Emperours Coffers. The whole fumme amounts to 1 50 
Millions of Crowns, whereof he cannot difpofeashe pleafeth, but the Money is 
brought into the Treafury : And if the King at any time defires a fupply, in 
writing to the Treafurer he is not to deny the payment of it. J ’ 

The Provinces bring in yearly in Taxes 32 millions 2 hundred 7 thoufand four 
hundred and 47 bags of Rice i and one bag is enough to ferve 100 men for one 
day. 40 hundred 9 thoufand nine hundred 49 pounds of Raw Silk 71 hundred 
2 thoufand four hundred and 36 Rowls of Cloth made of Hemp.* 63 thoufand 
feven hundred and 70 Bales of Cottons. 1 hundred 91 thoufand feven hundred 
and 30 Rowls of wrought Silk. But the City of Hucheu buys off tlmTax yearly 

for the furn of five hundred thoufand Crowns. J 

The Provinces bring in likewife 1 million 7 hundred 94 thoufand two hundred 
and 6 1 weight of Salt j each weight is to be reckoned at one hundred twenty and 

, four 
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four pounds amounting in all to i hundred 87 millions 6 hundred 88 thoufanH 
3 hundred 6 4 pounds ; p millions 4 hundred .8 thouland 6 hundred „ 
Trufles ot Hay and Straw forthe Kings Stables, befide all other Taxes ' 

The other Ten Provinces of China I did not fee in my Journey, yet however 
I (hall give you an account of the Taxes which the great and leffer Cities thereof 
pay yearly to the Emperour; their names are thefe, Zanf, the fecond Province 
of the fifteen, Xcnfi the third, Honan the fifth, Sucbeu the fixth, HHm.no the 
feventh , Chekiang the tenth, Fokjen the eleventh, Quanof, the thirteenth Oh, chi « 
the fourteenth, and lmman the fifteenth. ’ ^ 

I. 

The Second Kingdom ofTL ANSI. 


T His Province lies Wefiward I of Poking, and is neither fo large nor popu- the 
lous, but more Fruitful, and of more Antiquity, becauie (if credit may of 
be given to the Hiftorians of China) theCbinefes derive from hence their firft 
rife and original. 

On the North this Province has for Confines the great Wall which reaches from 
Eaftto Weft through the whole Country ; behind which lies the Kingdom of 
Tamyn and the Sandy Wildernefs of Samo : The Weftfidc of this Province Ives 
upon the Yellow River, which runs from North to South, and is feparated by the 
fame from the Province of Xenfi. 

This Province produces th$ fweeteft and faired Grapes of all Aft a ; however 
the Chinefes make no Wine of them, but only dry, and fobring them to the 
Market through all China. In this Country of Zanji (which is very remarkable 
and worthy of obfervation ) are through the whole Country great (lore of Fire- 
wells, even in the fame manner as the Water-wells are in Europe , which they ufe 
for the drefling of Meat after this manner } the mouth of the Well is (lopped 
very clofe, and only a place left open to fet the Pot upon, by which means the 
Pot boyls without any trouble. This Province likewife produces good (lore of 
Coal, which they dig out of the Hills, as in England and at Lh)\ in the Nether- 
lands, which ferves the Inhabitants for Firing, who likewife ufe Stoves in their 
Houfes, made after the manner of thofe in Holland. 

In this Country of Zanfi are 5 Capital Cities, 92 fmall Cities, and feveral Forts. 
The 5 Capital Cities are Taiynen , Pingiaen , Tattling, Eugan, and Fuencheu. 

1. Taiynen commands over 25 Cities, as, Taiynen , Tatyven , Jucn , Taco, Ki, 

S inkin, Congyven, Kiaoching, Venxui, Loping , Che, Tingfiang , Tai , Vtai, Kiechi , 
Cofan , Fan, Hing, Paote , and Hiang. 

2. Pingiaen commands over 34 Cities, as, Pingyaen, Siangling, Hungtung, 
Feuxatt , Chaoching, Taiping, Toiang, Jechtng, Kioiao , Fuenft, Pu, Pu, Lincin , Tnn- 
gho, Txi, Vauciuen, Hocin, Kiai, Ganye, Hia, Venhi , Pinglo, J niching, Kiang, 
Tuenkio, Ho, Kie, Hiangning, Cie, Tailing, Xelen, Tangho. Amongft thefe, Pu, 
Kiai, Ho, Kie and Cie are the chiefeft. 

3. Taitung commands over 1 1 Cities, as Taitnng, Hoaigien , Hoenyuen, Ing, 
Xanin, So, Maye, Guei , Qn angling, Qnangchang, and Lingkieu : Whereof Ing, So, 
and Guei are the chiefeft. 

4. Lugan commands over eight Cities, as Lngan, Canen, 7 imlieu, Siangheng, 
Lucking, Huquan, Licking, and Pingxun. 

5. Fnencheu commands likewife over eight Cities, as buenchen, Hiaoy, Pin - 
giao, Kiakjeti , Ninghiang, Lingxa , Inugning, and Lin. 

Befide thefe great Cities there are three other Corporations in this City, as Sin, 

Laao and Ca. Thefe Towns are not much inferiour to the Cities, and fo 

j) efteemed 
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efteemed by the Cbinefcs j but yet they are not preferred to that dignity of the 
Cities, though they have a command over forae leffer Towns. 

For the fafety of the ways, and defence of the great Wall, there are 14 ftrong 
Forts in this Country which are furrounded with ftrong Walls i their names are 
thefe, Gueiguenffeugnei, CogneiyMayz, Vanglinff a;ighon,Caoxon y Tienching^Chinln i 
Cuigyuen , Pinglin , Chungtun , Geutung , and Tnngxing. 

The Pole or Regifter Book of this Kingdom reckons five hundred 89 thoufand, 
nine hundred and fifty nine Families, and five hundred eighty four thoufand and 
i i cj fighting men. That which this Country pays in Taxes yearly to the Emperour, 
confiftsof twenty two hundred feventy four thoufand and twenty two Bags of 
Rice, of fifty pounds of fine Linnen, oi four thoufand feven hundred and feventy 
jfilk Stuffs ; four hundred and twenty thoufand weight of Salt, and five and 
thirty hundred forty four thoufand eight hundred and fifty bundles of Hay, be- 
ftde feveral other Taxes. 

The Third Kingdom of X E N S I. 


Ifhe Situation 
of Xcnfu 


A Mongft the Northern Dominions is this Xenfi y which is very great, chiefly 
fituated toward the Weft, upon the height of thirty Degrees, and borders 
upon the Kingdoms of Presbyter John , Caster, and Tibet , which are called by one 
name in the Chinefe Tongue, Sifan . Weft ward the borders extend beyond 
the Tartare Kingdom of Taniju } betwixt which, and this Country, the great 
Walk and fome Forts make a fepararion, which doth not run through all this 
Country, but only to the fide of the YVPow River. The remaining part of this 
Country fituated oa the other bank of the River, has no wall for its defence, 

but dry and barren Sand-fields, and the Yellow River, and fufficient Fortifi- 
cation-'. 

Eaftward this Xenfi is likewife bounded with this Yellow River, which runs 
through the Country. Southward lye very high Mountains, which are as ftrong 

Bulwarks, and feparatethis Province from the Provinces o f Honan, Suchett , and 
Huqnang. 

r Want Rain wiakes this Country very dry 5 but yet it produces great 
ftore of Wheat, Barly, and Turkifh Corn, but very little Rice* The Beafts 
ieed all winter upon Corn. It abounds with Sheep and Goats, which they 
{hear thrc e times a year, in the Spring, in Summer, and in Haxveft ; and of the 
°? ma ke themfelves Clothes. In this Country they make great ftore of 

1 a Vl & roWS * n tke Navel of a Beaft, not much unlike to a young Hind • 
the (Ml whereof the Chinefe, eat as other Meat : When this Deer goes to Rut' 
ting, the Cod fwells like a Bile that is full of matter, which exuperation confift- 
ing of a thin hairy purfe, is then taken out with all its precious ftuffe by the 

a , IVes ' .. ruc . “> r ' at atl f * 1e putfes which are brouijht to us, are not the right 
and pure Navels ; for the cunning Chinefe, know very well when they empty the 
purfe, how to fill up the fame again with counterfeit Musk. There is likewife 
Gold found in this Country, which is not fetched from the Mines (for thofe the 
Emperour will not fuller to be opened, there being both Gold and Silver Mines) 
but fiom the fides of rivers and fhallow waters. ' 

k t ^ s ^ ountl 73 re eight Capital Cities, one hundred and feven fmallCities 


Chine China Pert' U l ',' ' Chingan, Tung, Chaoye, Hoynne, 

Chtng, Cheng, Fenny, liancbtng, Una, Uoyan,Gucinan,F U ching,Conan, HexaJjang, 

Xangnan, 
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Xan^njao, SanyuenJu m „oa, Fup,^ K,c n> Fungcmm, Vhch,,^ Junn^Fncn 
Xunhoa^jCanxuy^Cbangvn. ^ J 6 ’ 

i. Fmgaang commands over eight Cities, Fmgciang, K,xa,r Taoki. Fh- 
fung,Muy, Linieu, Lung, and Fingijang. ^ 

3. Hanchung commands over 15 Towns, as Hanchmg, Paochwg,CbmeH, Urn 

Stbumg, FHngm,en, -NiengkfMg, Lioyang , Flmggm, Xecmen, SMjw, Ha- 

ntjn , Yebo , and Cnijang . ^ 

4. Tingleang commands over ten Cities, as Tingleang, Cuntfin, Hoatin <>, Chiny - 
ven, Kuyven , fi>/£, Lingtai, Choangleang , Limgte, and 

5. Cungcbang commands over feventeen Cities, as Clmngchang , Ganting,Hoein- 

mgi Tungguei, Chang, Ningyven , Fokjang, Sibo, Cbing, Cin, Cingan, , Cingxui, LL 
Kiai,Ven,Hoei,Leangtang. 6 6 

6. Linijao commands over five Cities, as Linijao , Gueiyven , L</», iCz», He. 

7 ' Kingyang commands over five Towns, as Kingyang, Hex/, He*//, N/e£, and 
Chuining. 

8. Jengan commands over nineteen Cities, as Jengan,Ganfai , Cunciven, Gan - 
ting-, Taogan , Ycbucn, Jencbuen , Jencbang , Ctngkjen, Fen , Cocbuen , Cbungpu , 
Ykjun , Suite, Miche , /£><*, Xinmo , and Fhco. 

Befide thefe great and final! Cities in this Province, there are likewife feveral 
Magazines which lye fcartered up and down, Tome within the great Wall and 
fome without. The chiefeft of thefe Forts are thefe nine, a s Xacbeu, Xancheu, 
J ungchang,hcangchen, Cboanglang , Sining , Chiny ,Culattg. Thefe following 1 4 are 
final 1 ones, as Hingnia , Ningniacbnng , Taocbeu , Nincbeu , Hocbeu , Cinglu , Tulin, 
Chinfan , Xetu, Hantung , Tinglu , Mingxa , Guei. and Senoqui. 

The Cbinefe Regifter reckons in this Province the number of the Families 
to be no lefs then eight hundred thirty one thoufand fifty one *, and nine and 
thirty hundred and thirty four thoufand one hundred feventy fix Fighting 
Men. 

The Taxes which this Country pays, are nineteen hundred nine and twenty' 
thoufand and fifty feven Bags of Wheat, and three hundred threefcore and five 
thoufand weight of fine Linnen; nine thoufand two hundred and 1 8 pound of all 
forts of wrought Silks ; feventeen thoufand two hundred and feventy pounds of 
Cotton ; eight hundred and twenty thoufand feven hundred and ieventy pound 
of Callicocs •, befides fifteen hundred and fourteen thoufand feven hundred forty 
nine Truflesof Hay for the Kings Stables. 


The F/^/fi Province of HON AN. 

T HE Province of Honan lies Eaft and South-eaft with Nanking, North ^ f h ^'^ tl0n 
and North-eaft with Peking , and fome parts of Xantung , and South South- 
weft with Hucang, but Weft ward it borders upon the Province of Sncbeu, and 

with tfie remaining part of Xe»//. . 

In this fifth Province we find eight great Cities, one hundred imall Cities, be- 
fide Forts and Caftles : The eight great Cities are Caifung, Queue, Sbangte , 

Gueiheoi , Hoaiking, Honan , Nanijang , and J lining. . _ 

1. Caifung bears the command over four and thirty Cities, as Caifung.tbin- 
Uen , Ki , Tunghw, Tailing, Guetxi , Gucichuen, Jenlin , Chungmen, Janguu, 

Juenun Fungkjeu , Jencin , Laniang , Chin, Xangaxui, Siboa, Hiangc tng, Jen 
ching, Chaggio , jb/, M«, Sh/*£, 

a. Queite governs over nine Cities, Queue, Ningling, Loye, Hi aye, Jungc g , 

Ciw, Jucbing , Hianching, Xeching. 





II 


The Embassy of the 


The Situation 
of Sucheu . 


3. Changte commands over feven Cities, Changte , Tanchin , Linchang , L/'», Cw, 
Vagan , and Xe. 

4. Gueiboei commands over fix Cities, a s Gueihoei, Caching, Sinchiang,Hoehga, 
Ki, and Hoei. 

5. tloaikuing commands over fix Cities, as Hoaihting , Ciyven. Sie<vun s Vuche 
Ueng , 

6. H<mm» commands over fourteen Cities, as Jen fa, Cmg , Mengcia , 

Tenfung, Jungning , *>£*», C^, Xe«, Lingpao, Xeuhiang, taxi 

7. Nanijang commands over thirteen Cities, a sNanijing, Chinping , T^, /»*>. 

Tungpe, Kanchao , Nuihiang , Chechun , TVe, Vuxdng, and /e. 

8. Juning commands over thirteen Cities, as jutting, Hanchai, s)pnig, Sincai , 

s ™P in g> Chinijang , Sinigang, Loxan, Kioxan, Quango, Qaangxdn, Cnxi, See and 
Xangching . 

The great City Jn, which though not preferred by the C£mk/*/ to the dignity 
of a Capital City, yet however commands over five fmall Cities, as Ju,Luxan 
Kia, Vaofung , and l>wg. The- yearly Revenue, according to the Toll-book of the 
Emperour, which this Country brings in, amounts to five hundred eighty nine 
thoufand two hundred and ninety fix Families; and fifty one hundred fix thou- 
land two hundred and feventy fighting Men. 

The Income of the Revenue amounts yearly to twenty four hundred four- 
teen, thoufand four hundred and feventy feven Bags of Rice; twenty three 

thoufand five hundred and nine pound of fine unwrought Linnen ; of nine thou- 
fand nine hundred fifty nine pound of feveral forts of Silk ; of three hundred 
forty one pound of Cottons, which are very fcarce in this Country ; and lafily 
of twenty two hundred fourfeore and eight thoufand feven hundred iorty four’ 
Truffes of Hay for the Kings Stables. y 

The Sixth Kingdom of S U C H E U. 

«*- -S & 

In this whole Province are eight chief Ciri^c u 1 » - 

“nfSs'r, ter* 

•**-. “ 4-1, 

'r/' c cities ’ p s Mf- 

Cmtgmng Can Kien Cuvani? "c'unak ' /’ Nui/yang gnou. Paw 
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ove 7 rVe«TdForts° mmandS *** ^ * *?’**'*> and 

8. Malm is alone without having any City under its command. 

The great Cities are fix, Tungchmen Mnicheu Kiating Kiung Lincheu X, 
the And though there fix great Cities might very welfWfetvf’the “me’ £d‘ 
dignity of Capital Cities, in regard of tlmr largcnefs and number of Inhabitants • 
yet they do not enjoy that dignity, becaufe this Province is to have no more 
Capital Cities as Pekytig, and Nanhjwr. 

The firft great City Tungchenen commands over eight other Cities ; the feennd 
great City Mnicheu over four-, the third great City Kiating over feven ; the 
fourth great City K mng over three ; thefifth great City lincheu over four *, and 
the fixth great City 2 acheu commands Iikewife over four Cities. 

The four chief Garrifon Cities are Tmclme,,, Vmuag, Vfa, and ChinhiMg. 

Befide which there are 35 Inaall Garrifon Cities and Forts. 

This Country produces much Silk and other rich Commodities ; it is very 
large and fruitful, having the great River of Kiang running quite through ir ; in 
fome places it is mountainous, but yet it wants neither for Trees norVallies; 
from hence comes only the right radix China, or the China root, for that which 
grows in other places of China is wild and good for nothing ; from hence comes 
iikewife that incomparable root called Rhubarb-, which the people of Tibet and 
M ogar> who drive the Trade in this Province, fend from thence to Europe. Here 
are Iikewife found two forts of Amber fiones, namely, the Pved and Yellow ; 
which laft is found alfo upon other Coafts. The people here are very cunning 
in counterfeiting of Amber, which - they do with fo much skill, that they fell it 
oftentimes for the right, ic being impoffiblc to dtfeern it, being not much infe- 
riour unto it either in light or goodnefs. Iron, Tin, and Lead, are Iikewife 
fetched from the Mountains in great quantities ; among which (the wonder is) 
are great ftore of Salr-pits, that produce fa much Salt,, that the Inhabitants know 
not how to fpend one third part of it. 

The Toll-book wherein the number of the people of this Country is fet 
down, mentions no lefs then four hundred fixty four tnonfand one hundred 
twenty nine Families, and twenty two hundred four thoufand one hundred and 
feventy Fighting men, without reckoning the Souldiers who arc very numerous 
in the Country. 

That which this Province pays in Taxes to the Emperour yearly, confifts of 
lixty one hundred fix thoufand fix hundred and fixtv bags of Rice, of fix 
thoufand three hundred and thirty nine pounds of wrought and unwrought Silks, 
of feventy four thoufand eight hundred and fifty one pounds of Cottons, of one * 
hundred forty nine thoufand one hundred feventy feven weight of Salt, befide 
other Taxes paid to his Imperial Majefty in fome parts of this Province. 

The Seventh Kingdom o/HUCANG. 

His Province of Hitcang borders toward the North upon the Province of Tbe situation 
Hona/ty North-weft upon Xcnfi y Wcfiward upon Suchcity toward die South of mc<wg. 
upon Qnangfyy South-well: upon gHcicheuy Eaftward upon Kiangfty and South-eafi 
upon Quantung . 

In this Province arc fifteen brave Metropolifes, above a hundred Imall Cities, 
and a world of Villages and Cottages, befide the Garrifon Towns and Forts. 

The fifteen chief Cities are thefe, Vuchangy Hanijangy Syangyangy Tegan y Hoang - 
chetiy KingcheUy Tocheu y Changxa y Paokjng, Hengcheu , Changte y Xincben , Jung- 
cheu y ChingtieHy Chinchiang. 
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, . Vucbatig commands over ten Cities, as Vubang, Vttcbangy Kiayn, Pukjy Hi - 
tuning, Cungyang , T ungcbing, Hingqne , Tungxan. 

4 2 . Hanijang commands over two Cities, as Hanijang, Hancbuen. 

3. Siangyaug commands over feven Cities, as Siangyang , Iching, Nanchang, 
Caoyang. , Cocbing , Quangboa , JC*«». 

4. commands over fix Cities, as Tegan, lommung , Hiaocan , Ingching , SW, 
Ingxan. 

Hoangcbeu commands over nine Cities, as Hoangcheuy Lotien, Maching , 
Hoangpi , Hoanggan , Kixui , Ki, Hoangmui , Hoangci. 

6. Kingchen commands over thirteen Cities, as Kingcben , Cunggan , Xexeu, 
Kitnli , SunghJ, Cbikiang , //izzg, Cbangyang , Itn, Jnengan , £>»«, Hingxan , 

Tatung. 

7. Tocben commands over eight Cities, as Tocbeu , Linjiang , Hoajiung , Pingkj m 
ang , Fung , Xeniuen , Cm//, Ganbiang. 

8. Changxa commands over eleven Cities, as Cbangxa , Siangtan , Siangin , 
Ningbiaitg , Lieuyang , Filing, Jeyang, Sianghiang, Xeu, Ganhoa, C baling. 

9. Yaoking commands over five Cities, as Paokjng , S inboa, Cbingpn , Vuchang , 
Sitting' 

10. Uengcheu commands over nine Cities, as Hengcbeu, Hengxan, Luiyangy 
Cbangning , Gan gin. Ling , Queiyang , Linux, Lanxan. 

11. Cbangte commands over four Cities, as Cbangte, Taoyven, Lungyang, 
Jttenkjang. 

12. Xtncbeu commands over feven Cities, as Xincheu, Luhj,Xin\i, Xopu, 

Juen, Kitty ang. May ang. . 

x 3- Jungcheu commands over feven Cities, as Jungcheu , Kiyang, Fan, Tung- 
gan, Ningyven, Jungning, Kiangboa. 

14. Chingtien commands over feven Cities, as Cbingtitn, K ingxan, Cienbiang, 
Mienyang, Kingling , Kingmnen, Tangyang. 

15. Cbinchiang commands over feven Cities, as Cbinchiang, Fang, Choxan,Xan - 
Cbokjy Cbingfi, Paoh^ang. 

There are alfo in this Province two great Cities, as Cingcbeu , Chincheu : The 
1 com man s over four final 1 Cities, as Cingcbeu, Hoeitung,'Iungtap, Suining : 

ueitun° n °^ Cr ^ ^ ^ }incJeHy fobbing, Tcbang, Hingningy gueiyang, and 

The Camion Cities arc eleven in number, asXiJu^xH^Pamo^ HmHgmL 

Sauptn, Junping, Tien^ia, jmmrr. 

e Regifter or Toll-book reckons in this, Ciotrlicrylive hundred thirty 

one thoufand fix hundred and eighty fix Families, and fourty eight hundred 
tmty three thoufand five hundred and ninety fighting Men, befideal] fuchas 
are of the Royal Blood which amount to at lead three hundred thoufand in all 

“*"• B efeare a " c u he , ofF - f P™g of one Hiinguvus, the firft Founder of the 
Family ofTamm^a ; Who long after the expulfion of the Tartarr conquered the 
Kingdom and fettled himfelf in the Throne : But this Family of TarLaa had 

S'SSXST' .icr-i,, „ 

veaTl h v e cnnfiflf ° fthe Ke a C " UeSOf ' his Countr y» which are paid to the Emperour 
and fifiv nii h^^f R ‘"Tr fixt * feVen ^oufand nine hundred 

feven Rolls of wrought Silk.*” CVCnteen thoufand «'ne hundred and feventy 
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The Tenth Kingdom of C H E K I A NG. 

T His Province lies Eaftmrd .toward the Sea, South and South-weft it hot t„ , ■ 

_ F ' K ~ ! ' ■” "" » *■ 

In this Province are eleven Prime Cities, all of them not much infetiourto 
forne Provinces; for the Metropolis of Hangchen is fit to make a Kingdom of 
The eleven chtefCmes command over fixty three fmall Cities, which have like-' 

wife abundance of Towns and Caftles under their command, befide the Villages 
which are all full of people. 8 3 

The eleven chief Cities arc thefe, Hangchen, Kiahing , Httchen, Niencheu, 
Kinboa , KmcheUy Cbnchen , Xaobingy Ningpo , TaichtUy and Venchett. 

i. Hangchen commands over eight Cities, a s Hangchen, Haininq’ Fnyang J n - 
hang , Lingan , Tncien , Sinching . , Changhoa. ° 7 J 

2 abi ^ commands over fix Cities, as Kiahing . , Kiaxen , Haiyen , Pinghu 
Cnngte, lungbiang. 

3 - commands over fix Cities, as Huchen, Changbing, Gankje, Tcching 

Hiaofung , Vul^ang. " 

4. Nienchen commands over fix Cities, as Niencheu , Xungan, Tunglui, Suigan , 
Xcuchang , Fnenxi. 

K inhoa commands over eight Cities, as # L*»^, Tungyang , 1*#, JW. 

F#*y, Fnkjangy Tanki. 

6. Kinchen commands over five Cities, as Kincheu , Lungyeu, Changxan , 
xen, Caiboa. 

7. Chncheu commands over ten Cities, as Chuchen , Cingtien, Cinyun , SW/agy- 
Suichang, Lnngcinen , Kingyvcn , Junho, Sivenping, Kingning. 

8. Xaohing commands over feven Cities, as Xaohing, Siaoxan , Chufy, Jnyao, 
Xangyn, Xing , Cinch ang. 

9. Ningpo commands over five Cities, as Ningpo , Fnnghao , Tingbai , 

Siangxan. 

10. Taichen commands over fix Cities, as Taicbeu, Hoangnien , Tientai , Sienkju } 
Ninghai , Taiping. 

1 1 . Venchen commands over five Cities, as Venchen y Xnigan , Locing y Pingy - 
Taixnn. 

The chief Garrifons are fifteen, as Chinxan , Kinxan, Tinghniy §no y Ninghai , 

Ciohjy Sinhoy Xetie y PuontuHy Cumneny Tnnchi , Haigan , Siningy Haifung, Nan. 

The number of the people in this Province mentioned in the Chinefe Toll- 
book, appears to be twelve hundred forty two thoufand one hundred and thirty 
five Families, and five and fifty hundred twenty fivb thoufand four hundred and 
feventy fighting men. 

Thepublick Revenues paid to the Emperour, confift of twenty five hundred 
ten thoufand two hundred and ninety nine Sacks of Salt ; three hundred and 
feventy thoufand four hundred fixty fix pounds of unwrought Silk, and two thou- 
fand five hundred feventy four Rolls of wrought Silk. Befide all which the 
great Ships of his Imperial Majefty called Jungychnen come every year to lade 
with Silk, which is very rich and curioufly wrought for his Majefties own ufe. 

This Silk is interwoven with Gold, Silver, and the Feathers of feveral Birds, very 
artificially mingled with all manner of colours ; none are lufiered to wear any of 
thefe Silks called Dragon Silks, but the Emperour and his Courtiers. 

This Province furnifiies the Court likewife with fourfeore hundred four 

thoufand ninety one Truffes of Hay, and with four hundred forty four thoufand 
. feven 
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feven hundred fixty nine weight of Salt : The whole revenue of this Country 
is reckoned by fome to amount to fifteen millions of Crowns. 


The Eleventh Kingdom of F O K I E N. 


The Situation 
of Fo1(jcn. 


T His Province, -which is the leaft of all the Provinces, lies toward the Eaft, 
South-eaft and South, upon the great Indian Sea ; toward the South-w^ft 
it borders upon Qnantung , Weft and North-eaft upon Kianfi , and the remaining 
part upon the Kingdom of Chekiang. 

In this Province are eight chief Cities, and forty eight fmall Cities, and a great 
number of Forts which were built for the defence of the Sea and Harbour. 

The eight chief Cities are thefe ; as Eochen , Civenchen , Changchen , Running, 
Jenpingy Tincheu, Hinghoa , and Xaouu. 

i. Focheu commands over eight Cities, as Foch.eu, Cntien , Mincing , Changlo , 
LicnkjangyLoyiwty JnngfoyFocing* 

i. Civencheu commands over feven Cities, as Civenchen, Nangan , Hoeigan , 
Tchoa, Gankjy Titngan, Juncbungg 

5. Changchen commands over ten Cities, as Changchen, Changpu , Lugnien 
Nancing, Changtai, Changping , Pjngbo, Caogan, Hairing, Ningyang. 

4. Running commands over feven Cities, as Running, Rienyinv , Cnnooar 
Pitching , Chingbo, Sunghj , Xcuning. 

5. Jenping commands over feven Cities, as Jenping, Cianglo,Xa , 
ehang, Janggan , and 7 

6. Tingchen commands over eight Cities, as Tingcheu , Hinghoa, Xanghana 
1 aping, CinglieUi Flenching, Queihoa , and Jnngtung. 

7. Hinghoa commands over two Cities, as Hinghoa , and Sienlien. * 

8. Xaouu commands over four Cities, as Quangee , anc i 

Rie nning. ^ 

In the Province of Fukien is alfo a great City called Fomng, which commands 
over three Cities, as Foiling, Fogan , and 

Ill this Province are likewife feveral brave Forts and Towns for Trade as 

Cavha/, Htamuen , Pumuen, Foiling, Finghai, Mnihoa, Xe, Haikgu, Vangan, Chillis’- 
xe, l ungxan, Hiuenchung, and jungting. * 

' The Ifland or the fair I [land doth alfo belong to thk Province"- as 

hkewife the near adjacent Ifland called Toman, which ihr-'FMlZidors n 0 (To(V 

who have built a Fort there called new Zealand* BufST this Ifland more here’ 
after. 

The Toll or Rcgifter-book of thefe people, mentions no lefsin this Province 
then 1 five hundred mnethouiand and two hundred Families, and eighteen hun 
dred two thoufand fix hundred feventy feven fighting men S n " 

The Revenue of this Province confifts of eight hundred eighty three thoufand 
one hundred and fifteen Sacks of Salt, of one hundred ninety four pounds o£ 

c n %n m 7 k h u Undred roIls of wrought Silk: But the chiefeft revenue 
-onfifts of Ships, which pay according to their burthen fo much a Tun. 
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The Thirteenth Kingdom of QJ.I ANSI. 

» 

Q Vanfi is the Thirteenth Kingdom, and borders towards the Eaft upon the the situation 
Province of Quantung , South-weft upon Tanging , or Grf«</« ^ Weft ward 
upon the Country of Junnan , , toward the North-weft upon the Country 
of Queichen , and the remaining part upon Huquang. 

In this Province are Eleven Capital Cities, one chief Garrifon City, and one 
Principal City. 

The Eleven chief Cities are thefe j Queilin , Lieuchen , Kingyven , Pinglo, 

Gucheu , Cincheu , Nanning , Taiping , Suming , Chingan , and Tienchen. 

i. giteilin commands over Nine Cities^ as Queilin, Hinggan, Lingchuen , 2*d»g- 
fo, J ungning, Jungfo , Cz>e«, and guonyang. 

2 . Lieuchen commands over Twelve Cities, as Lieuchen , Coyung , Looking, 
Lieuching , Hoaiyven , Laipin , Slang, V uciven , Pi//, Cienkjang , and 

Xangling. ' 

3. Kintyvencomv nds over Nine Cities, as Kingyven, Tienho, Sugeu, Hochi, 
Hinching, Nanchuen, Lypo , Tunglan, and P angti. 

4. Pinglo commands over Eight Cities, as Pinglo, Punching, F uchucn, Ho, Lipn, 

Siengin , Jnggan, and Caoping. 

5. Gucben commands over Ten Cities, as Gucheu, Teng, Tung, Cenghj, Ho aide, 

Tolin, Pope, Pelieu , Lochuen , and H//zg;e. 

6. Cincheu commands over Four Cities, as Cincheu , Pingnan, Quci, and 

Vitcing. 

7. Nanning commands over Six Cities, as Nanning, Lnnggan , Heng , Tunhiang , 
Xangfu, and Sunning. 

8. Taiping commands over Twenty three Cities, as Taipingy Taiping, Gang- 
ing, Tangli, Vancbingy Co, Civenmingy Sucking, Cbinyven, Sutung, Kielun, 

Mingy ng, Xanhia, Kiegan, Luging, Tukje y Cungxen, J unhang, Loyang, Toling, , 

Lun, Kiang, znd Lope. . u . 

9. Swwitfg commands over Six Ciues, as Suming, Suming, Xangxe, tiiaxe, 

Pingciang, and Chung- * ■ # , 

10. Chingan has no City under its command, nor is fubjea to any other 

City. . 

1 1. Tienchen commands over Five Cities, as liencheu, Xangh.n , Lung, Qneite, 

andCohoa. . 

The Garrifon City is Sugen, and commands over Three Cities, as bugen, 

Vuyuen, and Fnnghoa. , . 

The great City which is not preferred to the dignity of a Principal City, 13 
Suching and commands only over one City called There are tome other 

Cities ^befide in this Province, a$ Suchen, Siping, Fuiao y Fukang, Funy, Li, 
gueixum, and Hiangun. 

The Forts are only Two, Xanglui, and Ganiung. , 

In the Toll or Regifter-Book of this Province, is fet down one hundred 
eighty fix thoufand feven hundred and nineteen Families, and one million 
fifty four thoufand feven hundred and fixty Fighting men : The Revenue 
thereof confifts of four hundred thirty one thouland three hundred and fifty 

nine Bags of Rice. 
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The Situation 
Of Qiieicbeu. 


The Fourteenth Kingdom of Q.U E I C H E II. 

T His Province of Queichen borders Eaft and South-eaft upon the Province 
of guangfi, North and North-weft upon Sucheu. Toward the North-eaft 
it reaches as far as the Province ot Huquang, and the remaining part borders 
upon Junnan. 

Formerly this Province was not reckoned among the fifteen, but a part 
thereof belonged to Sucheu, another part to Huquang , and the Neighbouring 
Provinces pofleffed the reft : At laft the Family of Taiminga (in regard Ivetta, 
the fore-going Branch of the Tan ay s had caufed fevcral Caftles and Forts to be 
built therein) made thereof a particular Province. 

In this gueichen are Eight chief Cities which are not very large. Ten fmall 
Cities, Four chief Garrifon Cities, and Four fmall Garrifon Cities, Vefide Caftles 
and Forts, which are very many. 

The Eight chief Cities are thefe j as gnciyang , Sucheu, Sun an, Chinyven, Xe- 
cien , Tunggin , Lining, and Tucho. • ' 

1. gneiyang commands over Nineteen Forts inftead of Cities, as gueiyanv 
Kiukiun , Uoqua , Tahoa y Cingfan y Gueifan, Fangfan, ihtngfan , Golun« Kinxe 
Siaolnng, Lofan , Tailing, Siaoching, Xangua] Lnxan y Lufan , Pi%f a and 
Mohiang. u 5 

2. Sucheu commands over Four Forts, is Sucheu, Tufo, Xikj, and Hmmtao. 

3. Sttnan commands over Two Cities and Fife Forts, as Sman, Vuchuen In 
kiting, Xuile, Munii, Langki, and Jettkj, ’ 

4. Chinyven commands over One City and Four Forts, as Chinyven Xikien 
Kmyung, Ptenljao, Inxui, and Taipin^. ' > \ > 

commands over Three' Forts, as Xecien, Miaomin, Lungeiven, and 

6 . Tunggin commands over Seven Forts, as Tunggin, Sengli, Tiki, Vaxan Vlo 
fmgten, P ingnan , and Pinchai. A ’ K ’ M ' Ul0 ' 

y. L,pmg commands over Four Cities and Eleven Forts, as Lining 

s '“" 

8. Tube . commands over Three Cities and Nine Forts, as Tucho Toxan 

PmgcheK ' Lm "& Hokiang, 

ci t « ’[»£*»’ chi~a^CZ. 

r 't f he Key of the Three Provinceg^-^fe^^commands over Thre<- 
fmall forts, as Jnngnwg, Uuyo, and Tin^f^ ^ 1 hree 

^^^^<Qtnimndsover Two Form as Kangco, and Xeul. 

com ™”^ l»kewi£e over two Forts, Ningpo , and Sipeo. 
ie our chief Garrifon Cities are, Futing,Smtien, finoyve Lunoli 
1. Tntwg commands over no other City. ’ g 

2. funtien commands over Four Forts as Pinaf* n 

Cheuing. 5 in &t a > Taping, Cheupwg, and 


3 

4 


Hinge J SJ * U r ut 6 

; fST° mma, t ovcr Two Forts ’ as r "#> a "<» L°p"g- 

t, L “ n &‘ commands over two Forts, as Pinof. ^ArLl 


m . q / ^ — r A 

The Fort<; wMcU ’ fT ^ orts 5 as T * n gfa y and Taping. 
ofthofe upon the^ Mounmim ^ Provinc f to hin ^r the Plundering 

P*, Cannon, Vfa, Hinglung, CherT, 3 TkJlT'^ 


long, Tonen^fn^el'latctfr^ ^ J H ” gHin &> X ><>tM&T°kf'<> Xang- 


In 
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In the Chinefe Toll-book of this Provh^JT We find ,1. 7 7 ~ 

fand three hundred and five Families and two Inn J a ^ ort y ^ vc diou- 
three hundred and fixty five Fighting men. ^ ° ne t ^ ou ^ an ^ 

The Revenue of this Province confifis of forty feven thnuC^A r u j a 
fifty eight Bags of Rice, five thotifand and nine hundred pte of Clo^ B ut 
all tins ,s not fufficent to maintain the Forts, therefore the Emperor, r i neceffi 
tated to fupply what ts wanting, out of his other Revenues. P 

The Fifteenth Kingdom of J U N N A N. 

/ 

T Oward the Eaft and South-eaft this Province of Jnnnan borders upon "**»*«. 

A° Ward L le So “ th U P on the Kingdoms of Laos and T nniL 
toward the Weft it reaches as far as the utmoft borders of the Kingdom of Mien 

and Fey ; toward the North-weft upon the Kingdom of Sifan, Northward 
upon the Province ofSnchcn-, and toward theNorth-eaft it reaches as far as the 
iartheit Pales ot the Province ot Qtieicben. 

In this Province are Twelve great Cities, Eight chief Gatrifon Cities, 
Fourfcore and Eight finall Cities, befide feveral Caftles and Forts 

The Twelve chief Cities are thefe ; Jnnnan, Tali, Lingan, Cuihnno, ■Chinlti- 
ang, Mrnghoa, lunglung Qnangna, gnangft, Chtnyuen , Tunning, and Xnning. 

i. Jnnnan commands over Tnirteen (mall Cities, as Jnnnan, Funnn, fleane, 
Caoimng, Cynning, Qnehoa, Chingcnng, Canning, Loco, Lofnng, Qnenyang, San - 
pao, and Ynmen. . 

q. Tali commands over Six Cities, as Tali, Chao , Jtwnan , Tenchuen . , Langfy- v 
mg, Yinchuen. 

o' Tingan commands over Ten Cities, as Lingan , Kienxui , Xeping, Omt , 

Wtig, Sinpin, Tungbaiy Hofi, Siego, Mnngcu ■, as alfo over Nine chief Forts, 
as Naleu, Kiacboa , V anglungy Hieynng , Kichn , Sulo, Coneng , Locung , and 
Gannan. 

4. Cnhiung commands over Seven Cities, as Cuhiung , gyuantung, Tingyven, 

Tinpien , Okya, Nangan , and Chinn an. 

5. Under the command of Chinkjang are Five Cities* as Chinhjang , Kiangheu } 

Sinbiny Yangcung , and (naan. 

6 . Munghoa commands over Two Cities, as Mnnghoa } and Tingltmg. 

*1. Kingtung ha? no Ciry under her command. 

i 8. Jiangnan command, over the City Fh, 

9 - commands over Four Cities, as £itangfi> Swung , Mile, and Vimao. 

10. Chiyven commands over the Fort Loco. 

1 1 . Jmgning commands over the Forts funding, Lacu, Kctien y Hianglo , and 

Vain. 

1 2. Xuning has no City under her, and lyes furrounded with Hills. 

The Ei^ht Garrifon Cities are thefe j Kiocingy Yaogan, doling , Vnting, C intie n, 
Lifyang, Juenkjang, and Jungcbang. 

Kiocing commands over Six Cities* as Kiocing, Teco , Cbenye y Loleang , Malungo, 
and Locbiung. 

Yaogan commands over three Cities, as Yaogan, Yao, and Tayao . 
dolling rules over Three Cities, as Ciokjngy Kiencbueny and Xun. 

Vuting commands over Four Cities, as V uting , Hokio y Yuennten , and Lobjuen. 
dntien commands only over Seven Villages. 

Lihjang commands over Five Cities, as Lihjang) Faoxan * Lan, Jiiucin , and 
Linfi. 

(V jtien . 


Juenkjang commands over the Fort Lopie. 

Jungcbang commands over Seven Forts, as Jungcbang. , Laye, Lukiang, Jung - 
ping, Fvngkh Xitien, and Lnkjang. 

There are Two Garrifon Cities, as Vexing. , and Sinhoa, which are not fubjeft 
to any other Cities. 

The Forts which are not commanded by any other Cities are Fourteen, as 
Chelo , Tengbeng, Cheli , Laochna , Lungchuen , Gueiyven , Vantien , Chincang , Tahett, 
Nieuhj, Mangxi , Lancbang , with the City of Langkiu , Mopang , 

Mopang commands over Nine Villages, as Mopang , Mengyang, Menacing, Men £- 
//<?/;, Mengliy Mengting, Mengtien y Mengco y and Mencbang. 

Mien commands over Six other Villages, as Mien, Vape y Santibiung , Sochung , 
Mungyang , and Mitien. 

The yearly Toll-book in this Province of Junnan, makes mention of two 
and thirty thoufand nine hundred fifty eight Families, and fourteen hundred 
thirty three thoufand one hundred and ten Fighting Men. 

The Revenue of this Province confifts of fourteen hundred thoufand five- 
hundred fixty eight Bags of Rice, and of fifty fix thoufand nine hundred fixty 
five weight of Salt, befide feveral other great Impofts and Taxes which we 
(hall forbear to mention. 

Thus far having treated of ( though but briefly ) that which at firfi I 
propofedfor the better underftanding the relation of our Voyage ; I now pro* 
ceed to give you an account of what pafled during our Travels to and - agen 
from Canton to V eking. You muft know that the chief Government at Batavia 
long before any thing was concluded by the Baft -India Company in Holland] 
concerning an Embafly to the great Cham at Tekjng, did fend fome perfons’ 
with laden Ships to China , to defire free Traffick in thofe parts ; therefore I 

fuppofe it will not be amifs to relate in fhort what fuccefs they had in their 
Voyages. 

From the time that the Netherlander s had Commerce with their Ships into 
feveral parts of India , they continually fought unto the people of China 
to Trade with them upon the Ifland of Japan , in fuch Wares and Commodi- 
ties as the Country of China produces. But in this their fair undertaking and 
reafonaole requeft, they have flill met with oppofition, and no accefs would 
be given them into that Kingdom. 

Some impute the caufe of this averfion in thofe People to the Hollanders 
to an old Prophefie which made no fmall impreflion on th^Sno esTthat a 
itrange Nation, Fair of Complexion, and ClotM^rnm^r , fhould come 

r • m f far remote c °untry, toJ^nquertHe Kingdom of China , and 
poileis it as their own. 


fplfxVr P r0cc ^time ? the Jefuite Martin Marty n fen, who had concealed him- 

Faith cJ:T Ch T f ° r thc P ro P a g ation of the Roman Catholick 

iaith came from Macajfar to Batavia in aPortuguefs VefTel ; and there related 

of Tartary had Conquered the Empire of Chela, with 
all the Kingdoms belonging | thereunto, with the daughter of fome hundred 

SX £$:■ ‘“ l “ «?*£££ 

de!iber™ioTfil^ S J :0n | dudC<i by , c Government of Batavia, after due 
by fendliig a Veffel with" fe " be of the truth of this report, 

of China H eVCral G °° ds from the I(land of Ttimm t ? fome part 

the good°Sh i tfca 1 led ^ Mt -.F rederic k Schedel a Merchant^ fet fail in 

good Sh,p called the Brown Ftlh, vary richly freighted with all forts of 

llflt Mer- 
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Merchandizes from Taiwan to Canton ; and after nine days fail, landed in the 
Canton River, at a place called Heytanicn. 

Hereupon the Mandorin Haitonn , Admiral of the Sea, came aboard 
their Vcfl'el to receive and falute Frederic Scbedel , in the name and in be- 
half of the whole Canton Magiftracy. After he had been well treated there 
he took leave of Mr. Scbedel , who out of refpeft to his Pcrfon, thought good to 
accompany him on Shore *, but being come near the City , lie Landed in 
great ftatc, without fpeaking one word to Schedely who was put into another 
Veflel in a very flight manner, with the Prefents which he had brought with 
him for the Vice-Roys, and was carried to the other end of the City, 
where he was narrowly fearched by one Emanuel cle Lnciperro^Fortu^uefsy^nd 
treated likewife with ill Language : In the fame manner he was ufed by fome 
mean Officers, who told him that they were fent by the Vice-Roy to fhew him 
a Lodging without the Walls in the Suburbs. 

Toward night came the Interpreter 7 ienqua. (whom the fame Haitonn had 
brought with him aboard) with feveral other Tartars to give Mr. SchecleH vifit, 
whoa while after was carried by them to a Temple of one of their Idol Gods, 
where the Priefta had fpent the whole night at their Devotions, to fore-tell the 
fuccefs of the Strangers Arrival. In the mean time whilll Scbedel was abfent from 
his Lodging, fome Mandorins came thither by order of the Vice-Roy, and 
made bold to open his Chcfts wherein the Prefents lay ; and after they had taken 
an account of them, they flung them about in a fcornful manner : They took 
likewife the Letter which was writ by the chief Governour of Batavia to the 
two Vice-Kings, and were carrying it away } but meeting of Scbedel , they flung 
it unworthily in his Face, giving him reproachful Language } as if the Hollanders 
were come to no other end, but to betray their Country : Who finding him- 
felf thus unhandfomly dealt withal, began to confider which way he fhould be 
beft able to pacifie and undeceive thefe people. Among other Prefents he had 
brought with him fome Bottles of rare Wine, whereof he defired the Mandarines 
totafte j which pleafing their Palat, they turn’d their Cups off very freely, and 
, at laftwerefo well fatisfyed with Scbedel, that they begg’d his pardon for their 
mifdemcanour andmiftake} acknowledging how that th eVortuguefies had in- 
fixed ft range ftories into their heads concerning the Plots of Hollanders againft 
their Country } but now they were fully convinced, believing the contrary, ex- 
cufing what had happened, and promiled that for the future all manner of civi- 
lities fhould be ffiewed unto him during his abode there. 

The next day early in the morning by Sun rifing, Mr .Scbedel was fuddenly fent 
for to Court to appear before the Ancient Vice-Roy T ign among ■ Thoufands of 
the Vulgar fort of people followed crowding at his heels to the Palace Gate, 
giving him ill Language, faying, how finely Iron Fetters would become his 
Legs-, others pointed at him with their Fingers in derifion ; and iome otheis 
blew Lice upon his Followers. However at laft two Mandarines brought him to 
Court 5 the Vice-King to give him Audience, fat upon his Throne which flood 
in the middle of the Palace upon a high four fquarc place, and was covered 
with Rich Silk. Round about him flood above 200 Gentlemen (among 
which was the fore-mentioned Haitoim) all very Richly Orefted after cfae T art*, 
Falhion. His Majefty having received the Letter and the Prefents from Scbedel 
and heard what he had to fay for himfelf againft the talfe calumnies which ha 
been raifed againft the Hollanders-, He was to well fat.sfyedw.th him, that he 
caufed him to fit down next unto his Thtone amongft the beft of Us Court, and 
afterwards invited him to a moft Splendid Dinnci, ma eon P UI T’ „ 

tertainment. A particular Table appointed for Scbedel and h.s follower. 
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was covered with thirty two Silver Diihes , heaped with ail manner of ex- 
traordinary Dainties ; the Cups in which they drank were Maflied Cold and 
nothing was wanting which could adde to the grcatnefs of the Entertainment 
During which, the Vice-Roy font to Mr. SchM to refolve himfeveral queftion/ 
concerning the Condition and prefent Government of Holland-, and after that he’ 
had fully anfwered his Ma;e%, he was difmiffed by him with all manner of 
Fdpcft, and condu&ed from thence by the Manclorine Haitonu with the Letter 
and Prefents to the young Canton Vice-Roy, called %«« ; who received 

I: 

His Mother who came out of Tartar, the year before, was very defirous to fee 
the Hollanders, and lent for Schedel with his Followers (notwithftanding that 
he was m the middle of h's Speech) to appear before her : Whereupon he 

brake oft abruptly to go to her and found her with her Centlewoman in an open 
cxpefiing his coming, where he was very courteoufly received bv her 
During his ftay there, he commanded hisTrurm>ets to fn.m^ , 4 • ? , 

Uf™f d a'V" manner °r kindnefs for his civility in that 

■Tr d ¥ » r Yr R ?'- 

"f» v "• It - * 

Mandarine Toutane, who has the thir^ , * ie lou fe of tbe great 

Goods from aboard their Ship. ^ b 1 5 an t ie Ilcxt * ent for their 

birt 'i 'p' r grefS ° f ' ^ 

z r s: 

informed that a certainForrelon Nation h° W ^ the , in M *“°« were 

fent away a Ship to the chic/citv of r T^ Eame ° f Ho } lan ^rs, had 

But they, as in duty bound, did find themfelves C ° Traftic ^ in China : 

vernour, that thefe people were of a cunni ne «' ffi 'ared r° acquaint the Go- 
without any Country or Habitations of r hr' g nature > deceitful in all things, and 
by Stealth and Piracy : X v h V rl T S “1^ £ th ^ ° ot their livings 
thcmfelves very confiderabk “ S' Id we ^ and Gun '» had 

fure Footing in China, tha fo Kvri !’° W ° n ' V end «vouring how to get 

reives : That they had taker/? TJ“ ^7 m, 'g ht ** defter enrich them- 

and had alfo blocked up X^witl, aFltt" ^hev ]T * a " d 
thefe people were thofe, who about a a years fine Thcy J'^wfe udded, that 
and great Prefents in the mouth of the RRer of C , ap P carcd w,th two Ships 

the place^ who were well acquainted whh thek Vmtf ' a-] Ma g iftr «es of 
them. That they had totally deftrovrd H V,llan ,es > dld very wifely refufe 

and confcquently no King ilchL douUeClave th ' ir H ° ufo 
but were held by all wife and knowing n I nl a,,y 'hnig to do with them , 

Empire. That they had made a PeTeewflTh P* the ^“ me and P,a ^«e of that 
fon they were to be looked upon no , tlle ‘Vat Coxmgn, and for that rea- 

Gjown. Laftofall, they defired that thk I’ nn E , ncmics » the Tartar 
taken ingood part, as proceeding from a reala !l "*^'7 admonition might be 
^bore wthc whole Empire. S ld u P ri ght inclination which they 


The 


The Chinefe Philofophers of Canton produced Iikewife to that end an old ftory, 
thereby to demonftrate how that the Hollanders , time out of mind, were never 
permitted to Traffick there, being always reputed to be deceitful in their deal- 
ings; wherefore they found themfelves obliged to acquaint the Government 
therewith, that, fo they might take the fame into their ferious confideration. 
But both the Vice-Roys by advice of the faid Haitonu , whom Schedel had en- 
gaged on his fide, gave this anfwer to their Propofals ; that their Majefties had 
quite another opinion of this bufinefs, and judged that the Holland Merchants 
would bring great advantage and profit to the Inhabitants of all China ; in re- 
gard that through the mutual Commerce of both thefe People, the defers of the 
Country would be fupplyed, and what was fuperfluous would be exported ; 
whicbmuft neceflarily very much advance the Trade thereof, and encreafe the 
Revenues of the Country. 

They withal declared, that they could not conceive that the Hollanders were 
fuch a fort of people as hitherto they had been deferibed unto them in China ; 
but whatfoever Chara&er the Hollanders lay ftigmatized under by former reports, 
they were for their parts refolved to think better, and fpeak accordingly of them, 
believing now no otherwife but that they were brave Merchants. Lafi: of all, 
they defired that fometryal might be had of their dealings, and returned how 
ever their thanks to the Governours of Maccoa for their good care and Counfel. 

The Vice-roys hereupon published in Writing their confent to a Free Trade, 
and withal gave leave to Schedel to ere& a Fa&ory. They themfelves Iikewife 
bought a good part of his imported Lading, whereof they made no fmall gain, 
which without doubt would have been far greater, if fo be the ordinary Mer- 
chant might have bought the fame. It wasalfo agreed that for the better vend- 
ing of the remainder of the Goods, one Peter Bolle , an Under-Fa$or, with four 
Hollanders more, (hould have leave to continue at Canton. But after that Schedel 
had taken his leave of the old Vice-Roy, and went to pay his Congees to the 
young Vice-Roy, there happened a bufinefs whereof he had not the lead 

thought, and which did not a little furprize him. 

A Commiflloner who lately arrived from the Imperial City of Peking at Can- 
ton , did highly did wade the Vice- Roy from granting a Free Trade to the Hol- 
landers', alledging that it was one thing to grant a Port toaForreign People, 
and another to allow a conftant Habitation in their Country without informing 
of the Supream Authority, of which the Emperour ought to have notice, that fo 
no blame may light upon his Majefiy. This did lo much ptrplex the rhoughto 
of the Vice-Roy, that firft of all he advifed Schedel to depart, afterwards to be 
gone forthwith, and to take all his Company with him for this time, that fo the 
King of Batavia (by whom he underftood the Holland General) might not think 
that they were kept Prifoncrs in Canton ; adding withal that this was done upon 
Schedel's reafons, and for their Good. Hereupon two days after - Schedel departs 
with all his Crew, and what-ever elfe, in the Brown Fifh, for Batavia , taking 
, with him two Letters from the Vice- Roys, to Nicholas ! erbargb Commander 
in chief at T air.au. In thefe Letters the Vice-Roys ofter their Fnendft.ps to 
the General, and advife him, if he defired in China a tree Trade, to fend an Em 

bafTadour with rich Prefents to the great Cham. , • 

The Government of Batavia perceiving the good beginning of this d 5P“ t “ t ’ 0 "’ 
thought fit to write to their Prinpicals in Holland about it.and to then a - 

fwer concerning this Embaffy to the great Cham-. In the mean t'me.'o keep the bu 
finefs on foot, They Iikewife thought good to: fend feme other peAnt o Canton, 
andfo made choice of Zacharias m^naarjot that Employment ! d P 
from Bauvia with two laden Veffels, the Shell Fill,, and Brown F.lh , and^atter a 


A 
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months ( Sailing, arrived at the Ifiand of Ueytamon in the mouth of the River of 
Canton, and Sailed from thence to Wangjoe within three Miles of the City of 
Canton : Where being arrived, they continued for fome days in their Station 
before they lent any one a Shore ; but at laft (no body offering to come aboard) 
the> thought good to fend one of the Company thither, who immediately apply - 
ed himfelf to the Heytemt , who fenthim to the Toutang ; but not finding this Tou- 
tang or his Secretary at home, he returned late to the Sea- fide, nor knowing 
where to lodge that night : whereupon fome of the Vice- Roys Followers came 
running after him in great amazement, and defired him to return aboard forth- 
with, otherwife he would be in danger of lofing his life. But he refufed, and 
chofe rather to lye all night upon the ground ; which the Interpreter of the 
Vice-Rov underftanding, he offered him his own houfe, and led him homeward ; 
but coming near the walls of the City, and miftrufting the carriage of this In- 
terpreter, he defired that he might remain where he was till morning, then he 
would venture into the City, which was accordingly done ; and advice thereof 
bemg given to the Vice-Roy, he prefently ordered him a lodging whi- 
ther he went, and after fome fliort ffay applyed himfelf to the Secretary of 
Toutang, who told him a great many fine Stories, how that the fynugueffes with 
their Followers had prevailed fo far in the Imperial City of Teeing, that a Letter 
was lent to the Magiff rates in Canton concerning them, intimating that the Hoi- 
landers were a Treacherous lying People, and that for fear of being known in 
China, they durff not appear at Fehjng infomuch that thofe in Canton ought to 
have a Watchful eye upon them, efpecially if they were come without bring- 
ing with them an Embafiadour to the great Tartar Cham. 

At the fame time came alfo from Maccoa to Canton a Commander with a rc- 
quei', t,lat ?y ptovifion, and till further advice (llould come from Pekr/ig an 
Embargo might be laid upon the Ships of the Eaft-India Company lying there • 
mfinuatmg that the Hollanders had formerly in a Pyratical way taken feveral of 
then- Ships, to the utter Ruble of their Country. The Ponugueffes Iikewife to 
prevent the Hollanders from driving a Trade in China, paid an Arte at of f our 
years Tax. In (hort, this bufinefs feemed to draw much trouble after it and 
hkewi etocndwith bad fucccfi, though great hopes was given of the con’trarv 

M T r ’ a , na j n " ch Art and ,ndur "y was ufed by them, toperfwade 
‘.c . 1c enger that this delay would in the end turn to his advantage P and was 
on yoccafioned through the coming of a certain Field-Commander 
with feme thoufands of Foot Souldicts to ;oin and receive the young ^e-Rof 
who had been a while in purfuit of fome Commotioncrs. 8 y ’ 

n t ic mean time Waggenaar expeding with great impatience the iffue of hie 

was not to know for feveral reafons the Ammi f 1 u , , 9 ° ni v mander (who 

5 SSSSt SSit . 

iai of the Company would have gone a Shore 'to refrejh themf I 'hr’ fC ' C ’ 
prevented by the Kings Ships of War i i , ' tliemlelves, but were 

Wa M maat. § P 3r ’ W ' !ich la y there watch the defignsof 

Afterwards came the Mandarine Hamm aboard with feveral Followers, to 

' condufr 
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condu<ft IV aggcnaar a Shore j and when he had been civilly Treated, he defired 
that he would prepare himfelf to go to the Court : And juft as he was taking 
Horfc, there came two Mandorines to him with an unexpected meflage, putting 
feveral ftrangc queftions to him. Firft, W hy W aggcnaar was defirous to fpcak 
with the King, and what his bufmefs was, and whether he had brought any 
Letters or Prefents for the great Chant at Peking, and for the Mandorine Toutang 
at Canton *, adding withal (wherewith he ended his difcourle) that the Portngue fh 
were the occafion of all this mii-underftanding. But that which ieems tnoft 
pleafant, they declared further, that iffo be we would appear before the Vice- 
Roy in perfon, wemuft be very liberal to all that are about him : Whereupon 
IVaggepaar made anfwer, that be was not willing to Bribe the King or his Cour- 
tiers to take the Letters and Prefents of his Lords and Mafters, contrary to his 
and their Inclinations : But yet he would give a good fum of Money to him 
that fhould procure a Free Trade for this year at Canton. During this Confe- 
rence, the fame Heytomt returns with advice to JV aggcnaar, that he (hould not ap- 
pear before the King, who however would read his Letter: Hereupon IVagge- 
naar delivers him the Letter, and not long after an anfwer was brought him by 
the Kings Interpreter, which was to this efteft; in regard the Hollanders had 
not brought with them any Letters nor Prefents to the F.mperour at Peking, 
though liifficient advice had been given thereof to the Hollanders at Batavia, 
and highly recommended unto them * therefore it was to his great forrow that he 
could not fufter them to have any fpeech with him. Now when W, aggenaar faw 
that he could not efted any thing with him, he departed from Canton with 
both the Yachts, and returned back to Batavia , nothing being done. In the 
mean time thefe Barbarous people were not afhamed to demand ten thoufand 
Tocl, of Silver, only to render the Letter and Prefents acceptable to the King, 
before we were to fpeak of driving any Trade with them . 

Now according to the Propolal of the General John Maatwihgr, and the 
Counfel of India-, the Governours of the Eafi-India Company at Awjierclam con- 
cluded and ordered an Embaffy to be fent from Batavia to the great Carton* 
Cham at Peking : Whereupon Peter cle Coyer , and Jacob cle Key~cr, both M, 
chants, were chofen Embaffadoursat Hnrkos, with a tentab.e Train of iomtcc 
Perfom namely, two Merchants, fix Waiters, a Steward, a Chirurgion, two Incu - 
prefers^ dn^T rumpette r,and one Drummer. Befide thefe they took two Merchants 
more with them, who during their Voyage to Peking, were to take care ol 

feveral rich piece -Goo*, as Corral, little Trunks of 

P^r^t^nd^ri^^eagtL Cl with n fhif Rup^our 

a good Agreement and fi | throughout Iris whole Kingdoms betwixt 

SSrSS that the W might be confirmed under 

Ha £g S ;:l aboard Mcrchandifes Prefents and 

our Voyage , the Embalfadoms went . °^ t ”" nie nig[lt w | t h a South-eafl 

'1655. with all their Followers, ant c y ‘ r Northerly. But before l 
wind from the Coaft of .Batavia, fteenng our comle Nottl y reUtc 
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relate what happened to us upon our Voyage, after we came in fight of the 
firm land of China j I will give you an account in brief of this Famous and Emi- 
nent City, a draught whereof I took before my departure from thence, and is 
thus here reprefentcd in the adjoyning Print. 

This City Batavia , fo called from the Netherlands Ancient name, is 
fituated in the Ifland of great Java, and fo fruitful in all manner of Cattei 
and Corn, that the Learned Scaliger extolled this Ifle for one of the moft 
fruitful and comprehenfive places in the whole World : For from hence 

comes not only Pepper, Ginger, Cinamon, and other Spices in great abun- 
dance } but alfo all manner of tame and wild Cattei, which are Transpor- 
ted from thence to other parts. This Ifland likewife produces all manner 
of Gems, Gold-Mines, Precious Stones, and Rich Silks in great quantities j but 

• alfo is fo very much fubjeft to Stormy and Tempeftuous Weather, that they are 
feldom free from Commotioned Skies. 

The Ancient Natives of this Ifland are originally fprung from the Chinefes , 
who for the moft part fearing the incurfions of the Tartar , fled out of their o wn 
Country, and fettled themfelves here in Java and other adjacent Ifles, which 
they chofe for their fecurity againft their Enemies. The Natives of this Ifland, 
who call themfelves by the name of Javaners, are generally of a middle ftature, 
and round vifaged ; moft of them go naked, having a cloth only about their 
middle to cover their fecrets. They are counted the moft civilized people of 
all the Indians, but yet they are great Gluttons, Proud, Deceitful, Impudent 
and not to ,^ r r uft ^ . w hen they have paflTed their words. For when a King 
ot Java had falfifyed his word and his promife, and was handfomfy rebuked for 
it, lie gave for anfwer, that the Tongue of a Man was not made of Bone ; as if 
he had faid, it ought to be more pjyant to the flexibilities of the mind and va- 
nous refolutions. They are alfo reprefented to be Cruel, Blood- thirfty, and 

dLl LT C f , WhC p ° ,1C ? ° ffcnded : As a,fo that the y "ere wont to cat the 
metans ofrdolaV"' nend , S .' Astoth " r Religion, they are all of them Mahu- 
™ S wh° P g C °-r 7 ai P erfwafions of their Kings, who 
fallv and moft Ifrf as the moft Ancient was fpread Univer- 

S n ot ftft^ m r r r l Idolar - Bl,twichin thcfe ‘40 years; Mahumitifm 

kerns to outfit, p the other, having more Profelytes. 

The c h ,e fC,t ,e s o fthisIflan d ate, which is very famous for Trade} 

t - ^ u •? ^ere was formerly in the place where the City of 

a City'cJk/cl/oM? ,chthe f ^^^took by force of Arms from the Natives^) 
a j X . and in the time of Cornelius Houtman (the chiefeft Promoter 

th^^thoul^nd °Houf £ f /-^-n) was repleni/hed with mo eTn 
tnree tnouland Houfes, feveral Forts and Bulwarks. But the Fnolifh ^ 

deavoured to make themfelves abfolute and foie mafters of t^T™d^ P 

Ifland, fuborned feveral of the Inhabitants rh^r^f ! - \ Trade 111 thls 

and by this means caufed the whofc C^ to °n g ^ $**?"*** ^e, 

landers on the other fide, to fruftrate th/ their def 3 [ The Hoi - 

whereof one is called Mauri tins, Tu ^ Forts > 

in memory of that great CaDtain Rnrf r i ^ iver ’ an< ^ c l ie ot l ier NaJJau, 

• againft the continual aflaultf of thofe of 7° C P a ^ S WCI e n-u^ WeI1 P rovided 
drive the Holland", out trf 

Hollanders, the better to withftand thr> x ’ > I -° n ’ ^ a ^ tcr l° me years, the 

trerv Cuy far fitongerthen tf,e other, vvhe c L^lftheold C l"'' * 

Degrees and which lies ln theheighf of fix 

iquare, a River running through the Town, 

which 
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which makes as it were two entire Cities. The leffer half exceeds the other in 
fttength, in regard of an invincible Cattle in it, which for its better defence is 
encompafled with lour Bulwarks, with deep Motes round about. This Citv is 
very populous, and conics of Natives, Chine fes, and Hollanders, and adorned 
with irately Strides, and the Streets planted with feveral forts of Indian Trees 
fo that you walk cool in the greateft heats. On the Sea-fide f which is narrowly’ 

guarded) lies a late and commodious Harbour for Shipping. The Arms of the 
City is a naked Sword with a Laurel Garland. Here the General (who commands 
m the name of the United Provinces over all the Forts and Cattles in India) 
has his rcfidence, who is provided with no lefs Power and Authority, then for- 
merly the Stadt-holder and chief Commander of thefe parts were wont to enjoy, 
who lives in no lefs Pomp and State, then the Princes of Europe : And this great 
Hondur and Authority is conferred upon him, that the Natives dazzled with the 
Splendour of his Greatnefs, may fo be the better reduced under obedience. 
But with this Commander in chief is joyned a Council, whofe Advice is always to 
to be taken in matters of Peace and War, the Prote&ion and Safety of the Coun- 
try, and the Commerce thereof. The Judicature confifts of a Prefident, and 
feveral Aldermen : there is one general Guild or Chamber of Accounts, to which 
all the reft which are in India , under the command of the Hollanders , are rel'pon- 
fible. The whole City lies furrounded in thirteen ftrong Bulwarks, which have 
been oftentimes Attempted and Affaulted by the Natives, but are not to be 
Mattered. 

The Hollanders made formerly a Contra& at Java with the Kings of thofe 
parts, about the bufinefs of Commerce j but when they began to deal Treache- 
roufly, contrary to the Articles of Agreement, in railing the Imports, it was 
thought fit to ere& a Cattle or Fort in the City. The EngliJJj at that time held a 
narrow Correfpondence and Amity with the Hollanders ; but it fo happened that 
Fears, and Jealoufies, and Mif-underftandings arofe between them : So that 

after a Bloody Fight of eleven Englijh Ships, againft feven Hollanders , which con- 
tinued from morning till night, our Party were forced to fiye, and to retreat to 
Amboyna , and there to Rally more Force. The King of Jacatra upon this occa- 
fion made an Agreement with the E nglifb, and joyning their Forces together, 
lay’d clofe fiege to the New Fort, which defended it fejf Gallantly fix months. In 
the mean time the Hollanders brought feveral of their Ships from the Malava 
Iflands, to the number of eighteen, which came thereto relieve their befieged 
Country-men. The Englijh having advice of their coming, left the Siege, 
brought their Cannon aboard, and fet Sail through the Streight of Sunda. The 
General John PeterfonKoene (who was newly Arrived with a Fleet from Holland . , 
not doubting of the Treachery of the King, though he endeavoured to excufe 
himfelf, laying all the blame upon the Englijh') Landed his Men with good order 
and condua i who after a few hours refrefhment, prepared thetnfelves toaflault 
the Befiegers 5 which doing after fome little oppofition, they broke through the 
Trenches, and got into the City. The King finding his Forces Defeated, and the 
Town Relieved, faved himfelf by flight, leaving the refidue of Ins Army to the 
mercy of the Hollanders, who put all to the Sword, except VVomen and Chil- 
dren- Yea the very City of Jacatra it felf was layed in Afties and the Wall le- 
velled to the ground. After this great Viftory, 

themfelves in thofe parts ; which the Emperour of the Ifland of Java perceiving, 
concluded to befiege this our new ereaed City of Batavia'^ and in t ic yeai 1 9 - 

he encamped himfelf under the Walls, making even 1 a ail ^ s ^° n whk | th< ! 
but flill beaten oft with confiderable lols. The J reat ^ l|| [e wife 

Enemy made, was upon the ao. of September m then g , y f orce( j 
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forced to Retreat with a great Slaughter, whofe dead bodies was no final! an- 
noyance unto the Befieged : Again ft this inconvenience they burnt feveral odori 
ferous Gums to prevent Contagion which might proceed from thence. Amongft 
the remarkable paffages which happened during this Siege, is that Storm moil 
to be admired, which the Enemy made upon a Fort fituated at the further corner 
° the £'ty, whl . ch " as OIi, y guarded by fixteen Souldiers, who (hewed far 
greater Courage ,n making their Defence, then the Aft'aultcrs in the Attempt 
with their whole Army; for alter that they had fpent all their Powder and SlJr 
they untiled the very Fort, and with the (hards thereof did very great execution 
upon the Enemy ; which Ammunition being likewife (pent, and having nothing 
oftenfive, they at Jaft emptied the Houfe of Office with Chamber-pots, and flung 
Exc' ements, and fo at once both perfumed and painted the niked bodies of 
, Enemy , who at Jaft perceiving that thofeof the Citv intended tn Qaii 
and relieve their Fellow-Souldiers , they raifed the Sie«e and i ^ ° U - C ’ 
their Language, 0 yon jibing Holland Devils , you Fighf with vo^Tamob" 

1ms, and your Anns are Turdy Piftical. S ' Vout ,an '°b- 

cilpatchcd one of the clnefeft Princes of the Kingdom, with an Armv to B „ ^ 

who finding great oppofition, returned reinfelta. The Prince ofV,A 
Ifland lies about half a mile fr^m “T. j , 1 1,c 1 1 ince °t Madura (this 

, . rears ne would have done upon the Citv wifi. f,.ck „ a 

my as this was of two hundred thonfand \A, n 1 r , Y W 1 1 h an Ar_ 

turned alive. The EmDerour lZ ,r r ^ . he W0U,d never re 
mander over new raife/ Forces Vofet? 1 ^ ^ j UI l h and ma<Je Coni- 
foie General the fdte-goinj year - a ivrfn' "t ' j° fornIcr > w,l ° had been 

and well beloved among th^uldiers. TO, G ^ 0od u^Hre.Prudent, Valiant, 
flighted by the Prince nf M J i • cnera Ending himfelf very much 

looked upon himfelf boumft ‘no’ 7 b ?, W *' J ° Vne , d in Com "'M°n whh him, 
having communic dhrrntentionto f “n- '° ^ ' CVCI ’g c ' d him; and 
they immediately concluded to m.t^ l ”T f *"■ ^ in tbe 

made fenfibleof die affront. ThePrincllf ' m’J" e ? ec f ,on ' 1 f,n S al1 »f them 
of the mifehief that was intrude, t I • Madura in the interim, not dreaming 

confoabo„tlb n rbSSk , ^S.^nT ,,y int ° ‘^Chamber, tf 

word Ihould now prove to be ,lt ,f i ’ h ° L th " eu P on told him, that his 

which having faid, P theypreLtirkmed r h mB ‘’^ a Y "ever return alive; 

Emperour, who had /£ Sr iToi^^'S 8 
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After the fpace of eight days, we came upon the 22 . in fight of Pa*? 7y- 
mon which is a pleafant, wondrous, and delightful Ifland, (as is expreffed in the 
ad joining Print) full of Woods, Hills, and Dales. Here we fent our Boats a 
Shore to fetch Wood, andFtefli Water, wherewith we had notatfirft fo well 
provided our felves as we ought to have done. In this Ifland grows the lea 
Betel in great abundance, much in requeft amongft the Javaners , who ietc i 
whole Boats full. We made no long flay here but as foon as we had gotour 
Provifions aboard, we fet fail to purfue our Voyage ; upon the I. of July we 
came in fight of the large Continent, leaving Cmchmcbwa North Nor h- reft, 
and about noon we had the height of twenty Degrees, and fix Minutes . we 
r i ATI ,,, tl,r Coaft which was very pleafant. Thi s Couch, neb, na is part of 

thelKingdom^ onc ' tbe ^ e '^°t r i^° UntrleS r v,f a cr/Lffr " 

ated out of' the Kingdom of China, but however it belongs to the CW/« , 
for under this Gannon is fituated the Kingdom of Tx*A^, =>" Empcrour 
Couch, ncblna, both which were former y calftd I N-g. ^'^md 
who was of the Family of Wand, be g i • r 

firft of alUhefe Countries which he Planted, and afterwards ; Governed ^he Iph* 

bitants thereof, according to the Laws kZ 

Emperour was alfo die called thefe Inhabitants' by the name 

ccbii but afterwards the Wy° j ncvermadcaay account of thefe 

otKiaochians: bunt feems th according to the faying of the Cbwefes, 

Countries, in regard that the Inhabitants according^ S ^ ^ c , j( . 

were wild and uncivil in their Co " ver ^,^ ’ £ vcry well, that the Inhabi- 
nefes did this more out of fear, ^dweredefirous to live rather, 

rants far exceeded them have their own King, then 

conformable to their own Laws, chinefes. At the beginning of the 

fubmic their Necks under the yoke 1 hundrc d and ninety 

Reignof the Family of the T^^ undJr S of the Emperour H«n g »us t 
years, thefe people were br ? U ? h ' petty King, called Cbm, who 

but this Country was Covernours, who were of the Family of ty, 

foon was made away by his thi W | ien t he Emperour Jungles o' 

and fo poffeffed themfelves of the r ' 1 ; h( . £;lufed two of the Cover- 

ferved the croublcfom condition of that Kmga , nours 
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nours to be put to death, but the third elcaped by flight, and the Emperour af- 
terwards reduced the Kingdom of Gaiwan into a Province ; but he had no fooner 
laid down his Arms, but the Fugitive Ly began to appear again in the Field and 
made bimfelf Matter of the Kingdom ; which done, he fpeedily fent Embaffadoui s 
to pacifie the Emperour. At that time Sivantetts was Emperour, a peaceable 
Man, and was more a Slave to his Pleafure, then a Prince of his Coun 
tries. This Emperour being weary of all thefe Mutinies and Troubles made 
over again this Country to this fame Ly , and inftalled hiiri as a petty Prince, upon 
condition that he (hould fend to him every three years an Embaflitdour.with great 

Prefents: and in thrs manner thefe Parts were divided from the Empire of China 

about the year ,428. But thefe Countries notwithftanding all this, grew very 
troublefom, beingfull ofDrvifions, fo that at laft they cam? to be divided into 
thiee parts ; the one was called the Kingdom of Laos, the fecond the Kingdom 

ofTunkjng, the third Couchinchina y which at prefent are no other then part of 
the Provinces of Qnangft , and Junnan. P ( 1 

The inhabitants of thefe three Kingdoms, Laos y 'tunhjng, and CoHchmckim 
follow the Religion of the Chtmfcs : They Iikewife ufe the Cbm.fi Chara-’ 
flers though they differ very much in fpecch and pronunciation from them 
Thefe Countries are very fruitful,,, every thing belonging to the fuflenance of 
Mankind ; amongft other innumerable Trees and Fruits, there grows a Bean 
which makes an Oyl or Juice, which the Pom^effes call K ofamalU : From hence- 
. “® 5 s . I,kew,fe ,n g" at abundance, that Eagle-wood, which is of a Purple Colour 
and ,s k "«" « f 'Spaniard! by the name of Utw, and ufed inCT/Jto dye and 
colour Silk Stuffs ; tt produces likewite good (lore of Linnen, Silk, and Cotton 

mann^fakhrtht'in 1 tt VVoo’d^Ts ; ^ 
Uponthe .o'" of the fame Month, we had a moft violent Temnett , 

Ced r, fh'\ which we if f hc ° e the Yaci,t 

mingled a T J hide ° US 

fo that we were hourly expcffinfthe loT "If bo h If T" the Decks > 

wefaw a Ship driving without Matts but cmfld^ot ^f uf '' byt, ’ eWa >' 
next day about nooS, the Stonn be« n ,o t ° f"" fi ’ e Was ' Tl >c 

we were able to make fome fmall Saif ardfa C> om ucd that toward night 

driving, which had loft all her Mafts and R ^ 3 ^ ,ftancc a ftout J onc k 

unto her.fhe told us thar (h * c, c i d ! v,g S ,n S ,n the Storm : Coming near 
i ? , , S,tiiat ,he Gamc f rom Camboye . bound for Tevr»*» a „d I 

us that the wind had fo far dd*,™ +u \ l 7 . ie J™ an , and informed 

fo that they defired to tl,em - llat ^ W quite loft their courfe, 

fwered their requeft, and (hewed them the ttreafc , ?• , We willingly an - 

Farmofa, for which they thanked us and firerr t rl rl ! n> “ pt ° tbe ,llanJ 

the interim we repaired our l2\,7r! r thetr courfe accordingly. I„ 

a Weft wind, North North-eaft. * ' ° r ers ’ W,IC1 l0ne > we failed with 

height of twenty one Degre^n'd t°en Mbum"* 1 ' f accoa \ and ke pt up the 
and the next morning we fet Sail. We faw lying imo^thelh"' 8 T An , cbored > 
but not one would come aboard, notwithftlndinn all rhef 0 " feVera ,° ars * 
invite them, fo wondrous fearful thevare of rUn p g « !^ §nS wc made to 
that time held the Coaft in continual A1 h Pyrate cokefing them, who at 
to be. W C ° nt,nuaI whom they undoubtedly took us 

Two days we failed under this Iftand thence ™rr u u 

- ? thence P a{ bng by the moft Famous 

and' 
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and Wealthy City of Maccoa : And though we came not near her, yet I lhall re- 
late what I have underftood from other?, concerning the Magnificence of this 
Place, whereof you have a draught as it was taken at Sea. 

This Seat (which for many Ages has been held for the greateft Trading City 
in all Afia ) lies upon a little hanging Ifland, fixed to a greater, and is built upon 
a very high Rock, which rifes out of the Water ; whofe Wall is walhcd round 
about by the Sea, except on the North-fide, where it ft icks to the Land by a 
little flip, fo that of the Sea on the one fide, and the Mountainous fituation on 
the other, it is held invincible againft the power arid ftrength of any whatfo- 
ever. The Sea which furrounds this place, is not very deep, fotbat there is no 
Harbour near with any great Ships. This City exceeds all others for great Can- 
non, which are to be had there at a reafonable rate, and wherewith they drive 
a confiderable Trade , for they are held to. be the beft in all India , being caft 
of Cbinefe and Japan Copper, and are fent for far and near. On the fide of 
the Land ftand only two Caftles, upon two fmall Hills, which are however a great 
defence to the City againft any Invafion : This Seat ha? nothing of Trees, or 
the like, to hinder a fair Profpe<ft towards the Sea : The midft oF the old Foun- 
dation, ere this City was built, an Idol pofl’cfled, called Am a \ and becaufe of a 
fafe Harbour there for Shipping, which the Chinefes call Gao , thefe two words 
conioyned, named her Amacao , and for brevity fake contra&ed to Macao , or 
Maccon. This place (which lay wafte and unbuilt) the Portuguejfes , with the 
confent of the Chinefes themfelves, did re-edifie and inhabit, which in a fhort 
time prew very Populous and Renowned for Commerce, whither the P ortu- 
gueJfesCent great ftoreof Merchandifes out of Europe and India by Sea, asalfo 
from China. Likewife the Portuguejfes in Maccao (which doth not a little ad- 
vance and encreafc their Trade) have obtained that freedom from the Chinefes, 
that they may come twice a year to the chief City Canton , at their Annual 
Marts, and there Barter, Buy, and Sell ; who Tranfport then from thence abun- 
dance of feveral Wares to Maccao \ for there are found entered in the Cuftom- 
books (when the Commerce flourifhed in that place) how much they Imported 
and Exported: they Exported above three hundred Chefts of all forts of Silks, 
in each'Cheft one hundred and fifty pieces of Velvet, or the like } they brought 
likewife from thence five and twenty hundred Ingots of Gold, each Ingot 
weighing thirteen Ounces : They likewife commonly Exported eight hundred 
pound of Musk, befide great quantities of Gold Thred, Fine Linnen, Unwrought 
Silk, Pretious Stones, Pearls, &c. 

Sailing thus by the City of Maccao, we came to an Anchor under the Iilana ot 

Covers , fo called by the name of Pieter de Goyer. 

Upon the 18 th of the fame Month, we arrived about Sun-fet, only in company 
with the Yacht Koukerken, (for we loft the Yacht Bloemendael in the Storm, up- 
on the Coaft of Couchinchina, which came not in forty eight days after us to 
Canton ) very fafe into the Harbour of Hejtamon, anddropt our Anchor m the 
middle of the Bay, at fix and a half fathom Water. Tlns placc is excecding 
pleafant, and moll commodious for Trade; on the water fide delightful Hills, 
and Dales behind, as is to be feenby the annexed Print. 
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We were no fooner at Anchor, but a Barque full of Souldiers boarded us 
whom the name of the Governours was fent to ask the occafion of our coming! 
Hereupon the Embafladours fent Hendrick^ Baron a Shore, to acquaint him bv 
word of mouth , with the occafion of our Arrival 5 who when he came a 
Shore , was conduced into his Bed-chamber, where he was very courteouflv 
1 eceived and treated by him * who asked why the Hollanders did return 
and whether they were not about two years fince exprefly forbidden to come to 


bix days alter, on the 04 th came two Mandorms from Canton to view th 

', 0l,ght t0 , th ' Great Cham ; and » ** purpofe the- 
or the Embafladours to the Governours houfe. Hereupon the Embafla 

f ol,ow y s > made U P ‘he River, and came about noon to th 

b Kfl ^ o' thcy WC “ a Sh ° rC ’ and werefrom cortduae< 

by the Mafterof the Ceremonies to the Governours Pallacc. 

At their entry they found the Governour fitting at a high Table in the Hall 

betw.xt then, two Marins, guarded with Souldiera ^ tho * 1 W 

jr ’ L*Jivi VerC -rviceable unto us. After Complements palled , th< 

mba adours fliewed their Credentials at a difiance, againft which the Man. 

rofirV not J; n g '° objefi : And then Chairs were fet for the Embafladour- 

whom they' wTcondufted rotlLV^ * Sh /£, 

ZfZ thC UfUa ' " lan r nC I’ and Spread their Credos upoUTfaXthe^ 

bTb^SSS'^ 

when. 
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when, by whom, and to whom, as alfo to what end the Letters were written, 
and the Embaffadours addreft themfelves > what Prefents we had brought in 
perticular for the Emperour > They feemed to wonder very much, that the Em- 
baffadours had brought no Letter to the Tutang in Canton ; and that the Letters 
were put up fo meanly ; for they let them underftand,that the Letter to the Empe- 
rour ought to have been put into a Golden Purfe, or Box, atleaft. At laft they 
thus made aconclufion, that the next day they would come aboard our Ships to 
receive the Prefents : hereupon the Embaffadours departed and went aboard 
again. 

The next day the fame Commiflioners, with a great many Courtiers, came 
aboard, bringing with them feveral Veffels, very handfomlyfet off with Silk 
Flags and Pennons, to take in the Prefents, as well for the Emperour, as the 
Canton Vice-Roys, and the Tutang ; which they received with great civility. 
The Hey ton came hirafelf aboard to bid us welcom, and carried the Embaffadours, 
with their Secretary Henry Baron , and four of their Followers, in one of their 
Veffels, to the City of Canton , being accompany ed with the Vice-Admiral ; where 
being arrived, thefaid Commiflioners went into the City, without fpeaking one 
word to our Embaffadours. And afeer that the Retinue had ftayed at leaft two 
hours at the Gates of the City, they were at laft fent for in the name of the 
Vice-Roy, and conduced to a Lodging without the Walls, where formerly 
Mr. Schedel had lodg’d, and there guarded and taken care of by the City Marlhal. 

The next day, being the 31. there came to our Lodging, with Commiflioners, 
a Mandorin, Poetfienfin , the Emperours Treafurer, having the fourth voice of the 
Government in the City : When they began again to move feveral queftions to 
the Embaffadours, asking them how many years they had been Married, their 
Names and former Employments', as like wife if they had no Copy of the Letter 
to the Emperour, and whether that Letter was not writ upon better Paper, then 
the Epiftle to the Vice-Roys : Wherefore, and to what end they were chiefly 
fent, how their Prince and King was called ? with feveral other Queftions : Then 
they feemed to Mutter, and be difpleafed at the flight Fafliion of the Credenti- 
als. To the requeft which the Embaffadours made, that they might have Audience 
of the Vice-Roys, and have leave to go for Peking, they gave no anfwer 5 but going 
with the Letters to the Vice-Roys, they returned again about noon, and 
then they began to ask whether the Prince and Government of Holland had no 
Stamp nor Great Seal for their Letters, and from what Age of the World they 
were Dated. And as concerning the defire of the Embafladours, they gave them 
to underftand, that neither the Vice-Roys, nor the Tutang nor any body elfe 
in Canton , had the power to give Audience to any Embafladours before they had 
firft received an anfwer to the Letter which they had fent from hence to Pe- 
king concerning them: However they gave order that the Yacht 
fliould be brought near to the City, andpromifed that the Vicc-Roys (to wel- 
come the Embaffadours in a more then ordinary manner, and to view the Prefents 
which they had brought to the Great Cham) would appear perlonally at their 

therefore upon the fecond of ‘oMowdeBnj 

baffadour with our Yacht, four great Men of War of the \ >“-Roys appo.^d 
tocondu&us up the River. About the evening we came to an Anchor, ne 
a fmal 1 Gaftle where the River is above two Miles broad, and has lying upon 
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in Villages, which are mighty Populous, and Fruitful Fields, which afford twice 
a year the labouring and diligent Country-man a rich Harveft. 

Upon the fourth of the fame Month, we came before the Famous and chief 
City of Canton , which is called by fome Quancheu , and the firft Capital City of 
the Kingdom of Qnantung : after our devotions, and the taking order about every 
thing aboard our Ship, we went that day a Shore to the Embaffadours, whom 
we found lodged in a Stately Edifice, fituated upon the River fide (overagainft 
which lay our Yacht) and formerly had been an Idol Temple. The Vice-Roy 
had ordered two Mandorins that they fhould guard with a good number ofSouI- 
diers the Gates for our fecurity. 

But no fooner was the Yacht come to the Embaffadours lodgings, but they 
muft immediately (though againft their minds) return aboard again ; ’under pre- 
tence that no Embaffadours which are fent to the Emperour, are to refide at Can- 
ton, without exprefs order from his Imperial Majefty. They likewife al!eda c d 
for their excufe, that the Governours of Canton would not be able to anfwer to 
the Emperour concerning any mifehief or accident, which might happen to the 
Embafladours being a Shore. Afterwards the Mandarins , Foetfienfin , and Hex- 
ton, brought the Credentials opened aboard, faying, that the Vice-Roys durff not 
a ^ccpt or keep them, before that they had received advice from the Imperial City 

As at the beginning, for the better undemanding of the whole relation of our 
Travels, I gave an account in fhort of all the great and fmall Cities of the Ten 
Kingdoms in China , through which I did not Travel : So I now find my felf ne 
cefftatcd for the more particular information of the whole Empire of China 
to relate in fhort the remaining Five Provinces, each in his due place and the 
number of Cities, into which each Province is divided i all which I fc w my felf 
. The Kingdom of Quant ung, which is the twelfth in number (amonpft th/tc 
into which all China is divided) is encompaffcd on the Weft with the Province 
*§*&> on rhe North-weft and North with that of Kiangfi ; on the No rtl> 
eaft it boiders upon Fokjng , from which it is feparated by fteep Hills and Mduiv. 
tains, and the River Ting : All the reft of the* Kingdom boJc ™ 

caufe why fo many fafe Harbours and Roads for Shipping, are in thefepar 
The Country is in fome places fiat arid even, and in others Hilly and Mountainou ‘ 

l vS“ Wa OU a,We0ftenfOUadt0 OUr inconvenience upon 

This Kingdom produces all things ncceffary for the lufteiiance of Man as lit 
wife feveral forts of Rich Wares and Commodities, as weScTal „ NaS 

‘od e r fey r ,eIdS L he HuS ^ ndman ^ ru,ts twice a year, as Rice, Corn, and other 
( iodu,Ss , for in her you have no cold weather all Winter, fo that the ChimC,, 

have a Prove* among them, that there are three very flrange things in olan 
viz The Heaven who,,' Snorr, Tree, Green in iL er J ^Z 

and,he bb **?*' S P>‘i”Z Bbod; for firft of all it never Snows Le tt 
Trees never u n pe„ w,g d and the Inhabitants continually chewing tt leaves of 

d aS2 e 8 ^ h T 

r s ^o°r’ StecUron ’ Sa,t ' Pe ^ 

gneffes bring thither out of Europe woven of Gol tster u r 

ftrange unto them, they will immLiatere^eavour to 2 Cu e ’ W ^ h b 

Ihort time will accompli* what they undertake : For I gave'a clfeoWftrh 
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a Silver Button to make a fett by ; and the next day he brought to my lodging what 
I had befpoke, very Curioufly wrought, as if he had been ufed to fuch work, 
though he had never done the like before j which argues their ingenuity to be 
very great. 

Amongft other Fowls which are to be feen in this Country, are great ftore of 
Dnckj, which the Inhabitants have the art and way to raife and encrcafe, beyond 
all the reft of their Neighbours. 

This Province is governed (asalfo each of all the other Provinces) in the Em- 
perours name by Govcrnours, who by thofe of Europe (bccaufe their Offices and 
Employments much refetnble Vice* Roys) are called petty Kings, who commonly 
refide in the firft chief City of the Province. 

When we were at Canton , Qnantung was governed by two Vice-Roys, where- 
of one in regard of his years, was called the old, and the other the young Vice- 
Roy. The PortngueJJ'es called the young King Halick^ Mancebo. 

The Vice-Roys of Qnantung take place of all the Governours of the other 
Provinces, bccaufe fituated upon th^Frontires of the Kingdom, and far remote 
from the Imperial City Pokings and borders alfo upon the Sea ; by which the 
High-ways are troubled with Robbers, and the Sea with Pyrates : Therefore 
the Emperour orders that the Vice- Roys of Quantung (hall command over the 
Province- of guatitung, though this laft, as the other Provinces, has alfo particular 
Vice-Roys. 

This Country was formerly a Kingdom of it fclf, and called Nainve , and firft 
brought under the command of the Cbinefe Emperours, at the end of the Reign 
of the Race of Cheva\ yet however it did not continue long under that power, but 
revolted, and would be ruled by none but the Kings of Nainve. The Emperour 
Hiaorus at laft (of the Family of Hand) conquered this part fince which time it 
has been fubjeft to the Emperours of China. 

In this Province are Ten chief Cities, and Seventy Three finall Cities, without j, cr 
reckoning amongft them the City of Maccao , famous for Traffick and Com- 

01 The Ten chief Cities are thefe i as Qnancheu , or Canton , Xaocbeu , Nanb/ung , 
Hoticbeu , Cbaocbeu , Cbaokjng, Kaocbeu , LienchtUy Linchen> and A imtcbeu. 

The chief City of guanchen commands over Fifteen fmall Cities, amonglt 
which I do not reckorTMaccao, though it lies under the command of this chief 
City. The Fifteen fmall ones of this great City, are thefe i as Qnancben, or 
Canton, Xnnte, Tungvon, Cengcbing, Hiangxan, Sinboei, Cingyven , Sinning , , Lung* 
hoa,LnngHnen, Sanxni , L ten, Jangxan , Tienxan , and Singan. 

The Second Capital City Xaochen, commands over Six fmall i Cities, as Xaochen, 
Locwg, Cingboa, Juywu.Vngycn, and Ingtc. The Country about this chief City 

,s or N anbmg, and commands over Two 

Cl The Fo^rthcldcf City is Hoticbeu, and commands over Ten fmall <-mes, as 
, Hocicheu, Polo, Hdifnng , H oiven, tungch»e«,Cbangh, Hingmng, Hof mg, Changing, 

“ T^Fifth chief City is Cbaocbeu, and commands Hkewife over Ten final! pities, 
as Cbaocbeu, Cbaoyang, Kieyang, Chinghtang, Jaofing,Taf», Hoeilai, Cingl , 

^ 'ikS City is Cbaokjng, and commands over Eleven Cities, as Chao- 

Xangchun, Lg^ng, Caom.ng, Gmfingjeiing^uangning, 

Fuchuen y and Kalkjen. • The 
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The Seventh chief City is Caocheu, and commands over Six fmall Cities, as 
Caocheu , lienpe , Sing y Hoa , Vuchnen , and Xeching. 

The Eighth chief City is Liencbett , and commands over Four fmall Cities, as 
Liencben , Knig, Lingxan, and Xelien. 

The Ninth chief City is Lnichen , and commands over Three fmall Cities, as 
LtticheUySnikjy and Sinven. 

The Tenth chief City i sKinnchen, fituated in thelfland of Hainan , and com- 
mands over Thirteen fmall Cities ; as Kinncben , Lincao^Tingan , Veuchnng , Horz- 
/#»£, Loboeiy Chen, Cbangboa , Linxniy Tai , and Cangen. 

In this whole Province are Ten Forts or Caftles, which ferve for the defence 
of the Province and the Sea ; The names whereof are thefe, Taching, Tung , 
Hanxahy Gingbai , Kiacu, Kiexe , Ciexing, Hiung , Junching , and Ciungling. 

The Cbinefe Toll-book (wherein the number of the people of each Province 
is fet down) makes mention of four hundred eighty three thoufand, three hun- 
dred and fixty Families, and nineteen hundred feventy eight thoufand and twenty 
Fighting Men in this Province. J 

The Taxes which this Province pays yearly to theEraperour, amounts to ten 
hundred feventeen thoufand feven hundred and twenty two Bags of Rice and 
feven thoufand three hundred and fourfeore weight of Salt. 

CANTON. 


C Antony the firft chief City of this Kingdom, lies upon the height of twenty 
three Degrees Northern Latitude, and is furrounded toward the Eaft 
Welt, and North, with very Fruitful and Delightful Hills, and borders toward the 
South fo very much upon the Sea, that on that fide there is no part of all China 
lo commodious to Harbour Shipping, where they likewife arrive daily from all 
quarters of their \\ °rld, with all manner of Goods, wherewith they make a con 
fiderable gain : It lies likewife upon the right fide of the Ri vJ To, where it 

S£r Whatn r W ^ Ut l0 T tOW3rd the Sea itf P reads fuch a breadth, 
that it feems more like an Ocean, then a Stream. For three miles upon this Ri- 

ver rs this City of Canton walled in, and iome places adorned with rich and podu- 

lous Suburbs, which are not much inferiour to the ordinary Cities both in lv 
nefs and number of Inhabitants. Y ^ b ° th 10 b, g" 

On the water fide, the City is defended with two Rows of high and thick 

Forts'* Th^fk r7 ng , th r nCd T lth feVCraI BuIwarks > Watch-towers, and other 
’ though befide thefe works, there are two other Rrong Water Cafiles 

u iciare uilt in the middle of the River, which render this City invincible 7 

One of thefe two Caftles, which Ifawmy felf, and which doth not much differ in 

y thing from the other, I took an exa& draught of, which you havf» t, 

pre ented, fhewing the ftrength of the place, and in what manner built, ^ 
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The City is likewife defended and fur rounded on the land fide with aftrong 
Wall, and five ftrong Caftles, whereof fome are within the Walls, and others 
without upon the tops of fteep Hills, fo that this City is fufficiently both by 
Sea and Land defended againfi all the Invafions of any Enemy whatfoever, and 
in the opinion of fome feems invincible. What concerns the Idol Temples, 
Courts, and Palaces of great Lords, and other rare Edifices, which are to be feen 
here, there is no City in all Afta that fhews the like. 

Here alfo are likewife feveral Triumphal Arches, which have been erefted 
to the honour of fuch as have done their Country fervice, which are no fmall 
Ornament to the place : For from the Water-Gate, to go dire&ly on to the Kings 
Palace , I told in that line only, no lefs then thirteen Stately Triumphal Arches 
made of hewn Stone, which are fo fet out with Figures and Infcriptions in 
Carved Work, that all who behold, admire them as wonders* 

And this being one of the greateft and mofi confiderable Ornaments wherewith 
the Cbinefes adorn their Cities, I have for the better demonftration of the Work- 
manfhip, fet before you the following Printed draught of one of them, that you 
may take a full view of every part, and fo may judge of all the reft, which are 

generally built after one and the fame fafhion. 

Thefe Arches are commonly built with three Stories, fo Artificially, that we 
may very well fay, that neither Wit nor Ingenuity were wanting in their Contri- 
vance. Round about the Pillars, and in other places, are writ feveral Chinefe Cha- 
raaers, and alfo cut feveral Flowers, Beafts, Birds, and other curious Ornaments, 
as I fuppofe Emblematical. 
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lhis Canton exceeded formerly in Shipping all other chief Cities 
Ships likewife were counted the befi Sailers ; for the Inhabitants went beyond ali 
°^ e [ j [ Jine f es ,n Navigation, to the Iilands of Formfa , Japan , and other parts 
which did very much encreafe the Wealth and Commerce of the place. 

That you may the better take a view of the fituation of this moft Famom 
City, I here prelent two draughts, the one the Profped as upon the Water, the 
other Ochnographtcal, of their Streets, Ground-plats, of their Temples, Walls. 
Caltles, Houles, and whatfoever elfe. They fay this City before the lafi Wai 
was fo wondrous populous and full of Traffick, that daily there wereatleaft fivt 
or ix Men crowded to death, in palling through the Gates, which will notfeem 
a together mcredib e, ifyou confider the number of the Adjacent Villages which 

cun Dd iT' th A Pe0p9 “ nftant 'y reforting thither. This City hath been twice 
lubdued by Arms and they fay, that in the laft Siege there were (lain above one 
urn red thoufand Men. I /hall relate to you in ftort what hapned to Canton , 

during that terrible and bloody Invafion. ’ 

After that the Tartars hadmade themfelves Mafters of all China , (except fome 
few Sea-Towns) they fell with fuch a formidable Army into this Provmce of 
Quan ung, t lat lardly any City how ftrong or populous foever, durft withftand 
them i but every one endeavoured (for prevention of her total RuinOto re- 
ccive ie Conquerour upon the beft terms they were able. This Canton Trelv 

rcS FOrtS a , nd , CaftleSj 0n, ^ bid defiance to rl Cr- t 

which Lft o^ P | Ta^b” 0 * a lKt i e . e " C0Urage che Cbine f‘ Inhabitants, but that' 

had one J,™ o Zk fid? who had the '° *"'7' ^ ** 

with he daily fnrniflied the City with all neceffarv Prnvifi™ T i t x 
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were couragioufly beaten off by the Befieged, with great lofs of Men and Arms 
This brave defence of the Inhabitants made the Siege to laft a whole year, and 
becaufe of their ftrong Garrifon, the Befieged were able to make fo many Sallies 
upon the Befiegers, that they at laft found themfelves fo ftraightned, either to 
make one general affault with their whole Army, or elfe battel ’d to raife their 
Leagure. 

Butamongft thofe which did moft prejudice to the Tartars , w r ere two Hol- 
land Gunners, who had Married Chinefe Women, and fetled themfelves there, 
and through their Advice and Conduft the City held out fome months longer*, 
but at laft the Tartars having made a great breach with their Ordnance in the 
Wall of the City, which might have encouraged them to have made a general 
Storm *, yet they thought convenient to delay it, until they had corrupted fome 
of the chief heads of the City, and had formed fuch a confpiracy therein, that 
fo they needed not to fear any mifearriage in the attempt. 

The Vice-Boys who governed over this Kingdom at that time when we were 
there, had then the chief command over the Tartars : Thefe endeavoured to 

corrupt the Governour of Canton , with great promifes and fums of Money, figni- 
fying withal unto him in thefe words; l hat be fhottld confider into what extream 
danger he was brought, and what d if afters were hanging over his Head ; that if fo 
be he either loved him f elf, or his Relations y he fjouid forthwith furrender the City ; 
and this his favour they prom i fed to requite with an eternal Friendship , higher pre- 
ferment , and forty thou f and Toel of Silver. 

The Pufillanimous and Faithlefs Chinefe Governour, whether that bis heart 
mif-gave him, ' or the Money and large promifes tempted the Man : So it is, 
though he might very well have defended the City, that contrary to his Oath and 
Honour, he made a promife to the fame Tartarian Commanders to fet open a Gate 
to the Beftegers at the appointed hour; which he accordingly performed. 

It was upon the 24. o f November, in the year 1650. when the Tartars upon 
this advantage rufhed with their whole Army into the City, which was loonfub- 
dued by them, the Befieged not being in a condition to make any reftftance ; for 
no fooner was the Tartar horfe got in, but they rid with great lwiftnels through 
all the Streets, to hinder the Chinefes from gathering together , and though the 
Chinefes were not inferiour in number to the Tartars, yet they efte&ed nothing, 
being in diforder, andfurprized by the treachery of their Governour ; fo that the 
beft courfe any could ufe, was to fave himfclf by flight. 

The whole Tartar Army being got into the City, the place was loon 
turned to a Map of mifery, for every one began to tear, break, carry away what- 
foever he could lay hands on ; The cry of Women, Children, and Aged People, 
was fo great, that it exceeded all noife of fuch loud diftraflions ; io that from 
the 26 .of November, until the 15. of December, there was heard no other cry 
in the Streets, but Strike, Kill, and Deftroy the Rebellious Barbarians ; all places 
full of woful Lamentations, of Murder, and Rapine: Thofe that were able to 
ranfom, bought their lives at dear rates, and fo efcaped the hands of theie In- 
humane Slaughterers. At laft the Vice-Roys, and chief Commanders of the 
Army, upon the fixth of Winter month, did ftriaiy forbid any fuch cruel Mur- 
dcr to be committed hereafter: And I was credibly informed that during .the 
fpace of eighty days, above eight thoufand were killed in cold b ood by the 7 *.- 
,L : Others (amongft which the Jefuite Martims ,s one m his Book of the 
Tartar War) fay there were flair, above one hundred thoufand, which. snot 
altogether improbable, in regard of the great .number there : penn , i up. t Vn * 

though this City was thus lamentably laid wafte, yet through tb?gre 

Vice-Roys, it was in a few years after reftored to her iormer lufire. 


After 


After that the Embaffadours had been three weeks aboard, without coming a 
Shore all that while, they bad leave given to Land with all their Follower and 
were moft nobly received in their former lodgings ; but yet were fo narrowly 
guarded by a number of f oot-Souldiers, that they were not permitted to go in- 
to the Streets. s 

Two days after there came a Mandorine to them in the name of the Vice-Rov 
who propofed to them, that they (to obtain their ends in China) could not prefent 
and give lefs to the Emperours Council at Tehing, and the Covernours at Canton, 
then three hundred thouiandToel of Silver : each Toel is thirteen Ducatoons in 
Silver. But when the Embalfadours returned him in anfwer, that it was not their 
defign nor intention to buy the permiflion of a free Trade in China , , and that it 
would be much better for them, if their bufinefs mu ft be bought out with 
bubes, to depart forthwith out of China-, thereupon the Mandorine departed 
from them much difeontented faying, that he had no farther order, but would 

report back what they had declared, and withal advifed them to fay until they 
mould hear farther from Peltjng. ^ ' 

When n°y he EmbarTadours for the performing of this heavy and unreafo- 
able demand, were called upon day after day, they concluded to cafe them- 
felves of the continual clamours of thefe people, by promifing one hundred 
htrty five Toe! of Silver: but finding that they demanded intereft for the dif- 
urfed Monies, the Embaffadours rcfolved to depart, wherein they were ore 
vented by order from the Vice-Roys, who fent exprefs word thafthev were 
not to go away, until farther advife were come from Pehjne. 

But they in the mean time hearing no farther mention made of the Intereft 

Tneiof n sM lm r , the,r h u nd u f ° r tbC P 3 > ment of one 1‘^'dted thirty five 
" 7,^ the Vice-Roys feemed fo well fatisfied, that they 

invited the Embaffadours to a moft Splendid Feaft , upon the nineteenth 

o(Septei,.ffer. In an open Plain were pitched ten rich and /lately Tents bv 

WheTenf f t 3 " 8 ! 1 ? W,ltTeof VO U have in the ad)oyninn Print’ 

the Tent which flood in the middle, fate both the Vice-Roys and tke°Kitana 

Tent on the left ^ 

the right for the Muficiansf Uptn t h e cornef of th^^nT P rr° n 

dours, were placed feveral Tuglers anrl Fi^l i j r C o ^ t ^ c E^baifa- 

with Trumpets, and SlS tla^S^^ 0 ?’ 
another fpeak. The concourfe of fevera for ‘fl r 71? ° ne 

curiofity from the City, and the adjacent Vilba °f S Came out 

whole Plain was covered with people. The Embaffadouf Je'rl fondufted fram 

r t he c hkf th ” 

them, they were re-conduSed to their Tents by the famT^XX 

the people, whereupon every body gave wav which'Tf 7 Cr ? wdi "? tlllou S h 
in no fmall efteem amongft them • p P i I’ l IS i a f ^ at f bis Man is 

richly embroidered with Gold and Silver I>asons a 'Tn,f r COl °, Ur M k , Coat on ’ 
Chain of the beft Corral * andafr^r tU‘ ^ 5 , an< ^ a b QU >t his Neck hung a 

and other great Perfons * for none of ^ l mni \ er Mandorines are habited, 

Kke Colour and ^ are fufeed to wear the 

rZ£' t r/rr h ” 

Roys, as alfo for the Tut ana which r 1 a i VCred for the tWo Vice " 

was likewife another Table prepared fo/T v l a 'T y Carpets - There 

oie prepared for the Embaffadours, heaped with feveral 

forts 
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forts of Diflies and Sweet-Meats, moft delicately ordered to pleafe-fhe Palate; 
upon each Table ftood above forty Chargers, all of Maffie Silver, fome whereof 
were very Artificially wrought, and in each Difh were feveral forts of Viands*, 
the Mufick. entertained us all Dinner-time, aswell Vocal, as Inftrumental, much 
ravifhingthe Ear *, and to (hew that we were no Novices in this Science, but 
knew very well how to touch the like Inftruments, the Embafladours caufed 
one of their Followers to give the Vice-Roys a leffon upon their own Harpfica 1 , 
which exceedingly pleafed them. The chief Inftrument which the Cbinefes ufe, 
is fmall, with few firings, and thofe of Silk ; for Gut or Wycr are not in ufe 
among them. The Cittern, or fomething like it, which fome of them handle 
well, is very common there, and they ufe alfo a nobler Mufical Tool, much like 
our Violin, but differing in Tone : Befides thefe they have another Inftrument 
called Xunga y which is in much requeft, and often ufed by them to work upon 
the affe&ions of the people ; but above all, the Cbinefes are wonderful expert 
in the ufe of Snapocrs, or Caftinettas, with which they always Dance. At the 
beginning of the Dinner, there were feveral bottles of The or Tea, ferved to the 
Table, whereof they drank to the Embafladours, biding them welcom : This 
drink is made of the Herb T be or Cba y after this manner ; they infufe half a 
handful of the Herb The or Cba in fair water, which afterwards they boyl till a 
third part be confumed, to which they adde warm Milk about a fourth part, 
with a little Salt, aud then drink it as hot as they can well endure. The Chine - 
fes boaft as much of the excellency of this infufion, as the Alchymifts of the 
Vertues of their expe&ed Elixir. 

After the Embafladours had drank of this Tea oxThe, the Steward defired them 
to fall to : Oppofite to them fate both the Vice-Roys, and th eTutang, who were 
very merry at Dinner, asking feveral queftions concerning the condition of llol- 
Undfhc conftitution of the People, their Cuftoms, Manners, Traffick,Government, 
with many other particulars, which the Embafladours having fully anfwercd, 
the Vice-Roys by their comportment feemed to be well fatisfyed.^ At Dinner 
they drank often to the Embafladours, defiring them to excufe their bad Enter- 
tainment, and to call for what they had a mind to : about the middle ot the 

Treatment, the Embafladours began the healths of the Vice-Roys, in a Glals ot 
Spanifb Wine, which pleafed them fo well, that they forfook and utterly relin- 
ouifht their own liquor called Samson, which is very pleafant to the tafte, and 
not much inferiour to any of our Wines : It is made of Rice, and drank by 

moft of the Grandees in that Country ; for the common People ufe only tor their 
drink the before-mentioned infufion of Beans, and by the heal th and conftitution 
offuchas ufe the fame , it appears tobe amoft foveraign and wholfom drink : 
Both thefe Liquors are drunk very hot, and never offend the ftomach though 

tal lTis afmdft C incredible for any body to believe (unlefs they had feen it) in 
wtetStateand Pomp thefe Idolater, and 1 Heathen Princes hve^ 
oood orders their People are Governed ; for as weH high as l ^ ^ C /( S ^ an 
Courts of the Vice-Roys (which are betwixt two and ^ d f f „ 

their Affairs with fo much quietnefs and expedition, that all things wer 

SZ Vto-B T , fill "‘T’F'tSSrri tofViX. 

the ground. Dinner being ended, t e m received and thereupon 

Roys, gave them thanks forthc gteat honour they had reserved, ana . ^ , 




The Embassy of the 


they were difmifled, and conduced to their lodgings by l'ome of the Courtiers, 
where they fpent the reft of the day in Mirth and Jollity. 



In the mean time the Tutang having writ to the Imperial Court at Tel^ng^ 
that the Embaffadours were come to offer an Alliance to the Emperour, and had 
brought with them confiderable Prefents for his Majefty : But receiving no an- 

fwer, the Vice-Roys writ the fecond time about this bufinefs to the Court, and 
fignified in plain terms, that the Embaffadours were come thither, not only 
to falute his Royal Majefty, but likewife to procure leave to Traffick with their 
Ships in his Territories, and to have residence there as his own Subjefts. 

To thefe two letters came, after four or five months expectation, his Imperial 
Majefties anfwer ; the Contents of the firft were, that the Holland Embaffadours, 
with fome few of their Followers, and four Interpreters, fhould have Licenfe 
to come to Fekjng, to Treat with his Imperial Majefty concerning the number 
of Ships they intend to bring to Canton , and the time of their coming ; but 
with this condition, that the reft of their Followers fhould remain in their Ships 
at Canton without railing any Commerce, till the returns of the Embaffadours. 
But the Contents of the fecond anfwer were more moderate and pleafing ; for in 
that his Imperial Majefty was pleafed to grant a free Trade in China to the 
Hollanders , at the requeft of the Embaffadours j for which great favour, his Im- 
perial Majefty did expeCi the Embaffadours to come and give him thanks : 
Upon this the Embaftadours were lodged in a far greater honfe, more commo- 
dious for them and their goods, whilft they prepared themfelves for their 
Voyage to Peking. , 

Upon the fecond of November came the Tutang of Herijn ( hearing of 
the Royal reception and entertainment which had been given to the Embafta- 
dours) with feveral Veffels, very bravely adorned with Silk Flags and Pen- 
nons, to honour and attend upon them , before whofe houfe they lay at an 
Anchor $ wdiich the Embaffadours perceiving, went aboard the Veffel of the 
Intang , with fome of their Followers, which was very Artificially built, and 
Richly hung within This brave Perfon immediately defired the Embaffadours 
to fit down, declaring withal, that he was heartily glad of their coming, and that 
nc was come on purpofeto fee and bid them welcom. Then he began to ask 
with great curiofity after feveral weighty Affairs, to, which the Embaftadours 
returned^ him an anfw ? er, wherewith he feemed fufficiently fatisfied. The 
Diicourie being ended, they took leave and returned to their Lodging 5 

— ' but 
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bllt "Ot k. n g after they were followed by this Tntdng, accompanied byT^ 
many Gallant Perfons that waited upon him, who landing at the fame time with 
the Embaffadours, conned them to their lodging folemnly in State. Thi“ 
T»f«g having v.fited every thing, gave order for his drink to be brought a Shore' 
and preiented to the F.mbafladours, whom he entertained with the fhew of filch 
and fo ftrong inclination and affcaion, as if a perpetual Amity had b-en con 

firmed between thofe Nations; at laft after he had taken leave, he 'returned 
aboard his Velfels. 

About this time the Inhabitants of the Province ofQuangfi began to Rebel 
and Mutiny againfi: the Grand Tartar Cham y or Emperour of China, fo that for 
their fupprefling and reduftion to obedience, a great Army was raifed, and the 
command thereof given to the young Vice-Roy, who like a prudent and expert 
Captain, had provided all things neceflary, which are requifite upon the like 
occafion : And in regard order was given to Tranfport the Army by Water, 
this Vice-Roy caufed leveral Tents to be pitched upon the Margines of the 
River, on purpofe to accommodate there at a Treatment the old Vice-Roy, and 
the Noblemen of the Court at his farwel. As he rid to the Water fide, this young- 
King was mounted upon a Dapple Gray Horfe, with his Quiver of Arrows faftned 
about his middle, and his Hanger by his fide, as is to be feen in the annexed 
Print, taken from the life : The Coat he had on Was lined with Sables, and the 
wrong fide outward : He wore a Red Cap lined with Sables, and behind (which 

declared the Royal Dignity, for no ordinary perfon is fuftered to wear the like) 
hung the end of a Peacocks Tail : The Saddle Cloth was Gold Tiflue embroide- 
red, and about his Neck hung three great Tafsels which touched the ground. 



Thus richly Accoutred he rid to the Great Jom\t o take his leave there, which 
vas performed with much ftate and Hilarity. The Gian ee> weie reate in 
everal Tents ; the Embafiadours had alio a Tent provided for them, wher y 
vere mod nobly Carrefled. The Feafi: being ended, they took leave of each 
)ther, wifliing his Majefty health and good fuccefs, for which t ey re ur e 

hankful acknowledgments, and io parted. . c , 

A few days before bis departure, wh, I ft they were making PyP^atmns for the 
\rrny this Vice-Koy fent to his Wizards, Sorcerers, and South* ayers 
efpo'ufe: the C/,«W «i« no fmall belief) who drawing the« P^ons 
from the Configurations and Pofition of the Stars, and f P 0 f 


of the entrails of Fowls, and the like 5 for themoft part Aftrologically fore- 
tclline good or bad fuccefs to the intended expedition. Thefe Jugling Augu- 
rs confuted, they pofitively returned to the King, both by Birds and Malignant 
Afpeftsofthe Sky, the whole undertaking would be unfortunate, andmoft pre- 
judicial both to himfel^ t . r ir 

But this young Prince being wholly bent upon the defign to purchale himlelt 
immortal Honour, by Prowefs and Force of Arms, was refolded to proceed, not- 
withftandingall thofe great difcouragements from his Fabling Fortune-Tellers 5 
for fo they proved, the" fuccefs falling quite contrary, and their miftake Fortune 
putting on the right fide, he brought under abfolute fubje&ion the whole Pro- 
vince to the Tartar : on which account their vaticination not only proving fri- 
volous, but quite contrary, they fled, abfconding themfelves, left they might 
fuffer at the return of the Vice-Roy, whom had he found, they had been handled 
feverely } but however they being abfent, the Storm fell on their Idols and 
Temples, which at his return he rafed to the ground, and burnt the Images : 
Jn the meantime we returned with the Embafladours to our lodging, where we 
faw the whole Fleet under Sail (having the Army aboard) following the Vice- 
Roy. 

Both thefe Vice-Roys were of Noble Families, Born and Educated in the Im- 
perial City of Pekjng : We thought at firft that the young Vice-Roy had been 
the Son of the old Vice-Roy, but we underftood afterwards that they were no- 
thing a Kin, but were only great Friends, and Princes of one and the fame 
Power, and who had both undergone one and the fame misfortune j for the Chi - 
nefe Emperours (for what reafon I know not) bad beheaded both their Fathers : 
Thefe Sons therefore to prevent the like difafter, rvhich it [cents they dreaded , fled 
to this Province of Quantung , which at that time the great Cham had invaded 
with a powerful Army, and had brought moft of the Country under his obedi- 
ence. This occafion afforded thefe young Princes an opportunity to revenge 
their Fathers death upon the Emperour : to effe& this , they endeavoured to get 
fome dependence upon the Tartars , and grounded their complaints to the great 
Cham , upon the misfortune of their Renowned Families , defiring withal 
help and affiftance, to reftore the fame by force of Arms. The Great Cham found 
fo many teftimonies, and good ground for faithful dealing, in thefe Princes, that 
he conferred upon them both great Honour and Dignity : The eldeft he Ho- 
noured with the Title of Pignowan, and the other with the name of Synowa ; 
which amongft the Chine fes are names of the higheft and chiefeft Offices of the 
Kingdom : Andfuch chief Officers command and rule with the fame power over 
fome Provinces, as the Vice- Roys here in Europe. That thefe Warlike Princes 
have fince that time fufficiently revenged the death of their Fathers upon the 
Chinefes y is very apparent, in regard, that in the Province of Quantung you may 
ride in fome places, for feveral Miles together, and 1 >t fee a Town or Village 
ftanding, but great heaps of Stone, and the Ruines of many places, which have 
been formerly very famous for Trade. 

In the mean time we continued here for the fpace of fix weeksi without 
doing any thing, fothat the year 1 6<$. was not only expired, but two months 
of the next were already likewife fpent , before any thing remarkable was un- 
dertaken. But foon after the Embafladours fent to the old Vice-Roy to de- 
fire Audience, and a Pafs to go for Peking ; who thereupon appointed when they 
fhould come. The manner of our going to Audience was thus j Each a Horfe- 
back, accompanied with the Mandarin Poetftenftn y and the old and new Hcyton : 
The Followers and Attendants upon the Embafly were ordered to ride before 
atadiftancc : The Embafladours having prefented the Letter writ by the Ge- 
nera! 
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neial John Maa^nykfr to the V,ce-Roy ; Ft was given to the fo bTddT 

vered to the Great Cham, rtRard the Vice-Roy was not to receive any Letter 
before the Embafladours had fainted his Imperial Majefiy at Pethg. The Am 
thence being ended they took leave of the Vice-Roy, and were re condufled "o 
their lodging after the fame manner, and the next day a Pafswasfent to carry 
us to P'kjng. The V,ce-Roy undemanding that we were ready for our 
journey, lent to mvjte the EmbalTadour. upon the of the fame month, to a 
farwel Dinner. The Galleries, Courts, Halls, and other places of this Court 
were very Artificially ard Curioufly built, and mod richly furnilhed with 
Pichires, Silk Hangings, and coflly Carpets. The King for the greater Splendour 
or the realt, had invited the Mandarines of Canton ; thefe were placed next to 
one another, upon a rich Carpet fpread upon the floor. At the entrance into 
the room, on the right hand fate the Embafladours with their Followers, and over 
againft the Embafladours, the Vice-Roy fate alone, oppoflte to the Embafladours, 
placed upon a broad feat fourfquare, covered with a curious Carpet, according to 
the draught in the annexed Print ; in a Lemmon-coloured Gown, embroidered 
with Golden Dragons, and behind in this Cap he wore their Badge of Royalty, 
a Peacocks Tayl, about his Neck a Chain of White Saphirs of great value, and 
in much requeft, being fcarce amongft the Cbinefes , and worn as an Ornament 
of high efleem only by their Nobles and Perfons of great quality ; on his Thumb 
alfo he wore an Ivory Ring as an Emblem, flgnifying the undaunted courage of 
the Tartar People, who likewife ufe Rings upon their Fingers for the defence 
of their hands when they draw their Bows. 


4 * 



During Dinner, winch was ordered in great Pomp and Solemnity, the Vice- 
Roy toyed with his Children, who were inftrufted with childifli queflions, taught 
wanton reparties, and fuch complacencies to diflipate their Fathers Melancholy. 
Several young and beautiful Ladies were likewife feated near to chear up his 
Majeflies declining fancy ; thefe alfo had the care and Government of his Chil- 
dren. The Interpreter told us that this old Vice-Roy maintained feveral 
Married Women, by whom he had fifty fix Children, all then living : The En- 
tertainment being ended, and the Embafladours highly Carreffed in folemn 
manner, took their leaves arid departed to their lodgings : The next day the 
fame Perfons who had been Treated the day before at the charge of the old 

N Vice- 
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Vice-Roy, were invited to the Court or the young Vice-Roy : rum a 

. himfelf (as above-mentioned) was then departed, and in his march for Quangft, 
to reduce thofe Commotioners there to his great Matters former Obedi- 
i ence j yet his Secretary had order to receive and Treat them in a moft Splendid 
manner i neither omitted he ought that concerned the honour of his Royal Ma- 
iler : for befides the variety and ttore of well condimented dirties, they were 
prefented with a farce of various Entries, Mafqucrades, Dancing in fliapes of 
Lions, Tygers, and Leopards, and other ftrange Creatures of their Country, to 
the extraordinary fatisfaftion of his Guefts. 

In the withdrawing room where the EmbartTadours dined, was a window on 
purpofe, to which the Mother of the young Vice-Roy often reforted to take a 
view of the Company : She was very neatly and richly drefled after the Tartar 
fafhion, middle fized, {lender, of a brown complexion, of a pleafing and taking 
countenance. At our entrance before, we fate down, we found Handing a very 
rich painted Chair, which was appointed for her Majefty, to which in honour of 
this great Lady, we humbly paid our rcfpe£ls. Dinner being ended, and the 
Complements performed, they took Horfe and returned to their lodging. 

The Embafladours having prepared themfelves for their journey, refolved to 
be delayed no longer at Canton with any farther Entertainments, fo that within 
two days after they went by water, they came within four Miles of the 

City of Peking . The Embafladours had hired a very brave VeflTel to themfelves, 
having procured fifty more at the Emperours charge to carry their Followers 
Prefents and Goods ; and in regard it was thought unadvifable to bring our 
great Ships any higher up the River, We left them at Canton , under the command 
of Francis Lanfman . A certain Mandorine Pinxenton , had by order of the T«- 
tang at Canton , the command of this whole Fleet, with whom were joyned two 
M andorines more for his aflittance, befides the Mariners, and fuch as tugged at 
the Oar. Thefe Veflels were manned with good ttore of Land-Souldiers, over 
whom commanded two confiderable perfons to convey us with the greater fafety 
to Peking. No fooner were the Embafladours aboard, but they caufed the 
Princes Flag to be hung out, and the Trumpeters to found the Tune of Prince 
William of Naff au. There were likewife fome Poft-boys (which is very ordi- 
nary in China') difpatched away before to give notice to the Magiftrates of the 
refpe&ive Towns, of the coming of the Nether land EmbartTadours, ‘with orders to 
have them well received , which was accordingly done, till they came to the 
chief Metropolitan City of Peking. 

We departed upon the 1 7 th of March with all our Train from the chief 
City ot Canton, and were rowed up the River oCTai , clofe to the fide of the 
City, which {hows a mofi Delightful Profpeft upon the Water. The fmall 
Tovvns, which are very numerous between Canton and Peking , fignified our kind re- 
ception by the tl^indring voice of their Cannon as we paft. 

Having faded -and rowed feveral reaches of this broad andfpaciojis River we 
at laft left the Channel, and ftrook into another (an Arm of this Great one ’that 
dif-embogues it felf into the fame) toward the North. The Chinefes call this 
branch Lin, but thofe of Europe, the European Stream. 

■w e made fo much fpeed that day, that toward the evening we came to a 
Village called Sabu ; Tins place though not very large nor famous, yet is of 

Tlfd' 1 ' >h’ t' 0 "’ a u-M° me j* fr ° m Can,0n 5 thefoil Fruitful, and encom- 
palr 1 wi.h Trees, Hills, and Vales. There are feveral good Edifices in this 

by Peafants > and Handicrafts men, which 
.tie ciuefiy Sdk- Weavers, who !,ve hy Weaving great quantities of Silk StulTs for 

the Merchants at We flayed here all 'night, aL inSemotlgeariy fet 

And 



Sutherland EajlAndiaXompany . 

— 



And upon the 19 th of March we came to an Anchor before the City of Xantftn, 
being the Eleventh fmall City belonging to the chief City of Canton , and lying 
diflant from thence about twenty Miles, 



This City on the tight fide of the River, lies in a very plealant Vale, and u 
irrounded on the Land-fide with delightful Pafiutes and H.Hs : Ins not very 
irge, but was formerly exceeding populous and full of Trade, ^fe got thus 
ir {ometlmes with Rowing, Sailing, and Towing agamft the Stream, which had fo 
red the Chine fes, who were put to this flavilh labour, that we were ° 

ay by the way, till they had refted and refrefiied themfelves. TheMagifirate 
f the place cau fed the fide of the River to be guarded with two Foot Compa- 
ies, wwelcotn and receive the Embafiadours with th ^ more : They fei n 
ikewife a few Pcefents for the Embaffadours Table, but nnderfiand,^ 

/as all upon the Emperours account, and by his order, who a a 

imes more then whaf they fent ; they thought good to refufe the* civ, ht.es. 
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both here, and in all oth&r places where they came, which they did with great 
refpecta. Here we went affiore, which was the fird time fince we came aboard ; 
we pitched our Tent at a little didance from the City, upon the fide of the 
River, in an open and plain Field. The Tartars in the mean time, to fhowfome 
paftime, exercifcd their Arms before the Tent of the EmbafiTadours, which was 
performed by them with much dexterity. 

Amongft the red, there was one with a Bow and Arrow, who was fo rare a 
Marks-man, that he (hot thrice together through the white, no broader then the 
Palm of a Hand, at the di fiance of thirty five Paces, for which he was rewarded 
with a final 1 piece of Money. 

The Secretary of the Vice-Roy, (for the more fafety, and for the greater 
fplendour, having Conduced us thus far)took leave and went back for Canton ; but 
wasmoft nobly Treated by the Embafladours the night before. We on the 
other hand made all things ready, and fetfail again with fair wind and weather, 
but were forced to be Towed up the River, being againft the Stream, and narrow, 
into which fall feveral Torrents from the Adjacent Hills ; fo that we went but 
very (lowly, and that with great labour and trouble, which thefe poor Crea- 
tures are fain to undergo. 

Here we faw into what a miferable condition the Chinefes were reduced by 
thelaft War of the Tartars, who put them upon this (laviffi labour of Towing 
and Rowing their Boats, ufing them worfe then Beads at their pleafure, without 
any exception of perfons, either young or old. 

Often the track ways on the River fide are fo narrow, uneven, and deep, 
that if they fiiould (lip, they would infallibly break their necks, as many times 
happens; now and then they walk up to the middle in Water, and if any of 
them grow faint and weary, there is ope that follows, having charge of the 
Boat, who never leaves beating of them, till they go on, or dye. But thefe poor 
Creatures are nowhere fo mifcrably Harraffed out, as in this dangerous and 
deep mountainous part of Sangwonhab ; on which account perhaps, no body 
will, or dare live there ; for we faw there but one poor defpicable Village, where 
fome few people dwell, whofe Countenances diffidently declared what hard- 
(hips they under-went : wherefore the better to exprefs the date and miferable 
condition of them, I have inferred a draught of their not to be enough pitied 
Employment, taken from the life, as they Towed usagaind the Stream. 
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The moft Ancient Creeps and Romans , who formerly fubdued whole Coun- 
tncs, never dealt fo Barbaroufly by thofe whom they Conquered, as thefe un- 
mcrciM Tartars who by their cruel ufage in this laft Invafion, have not only 
laid wafte abundance of noble Cities, Towns, and Villages (which are now places 

tor Birds and Beafts to rooft in) but they have likewife made Slaves of the beft of 
the Natives. 
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Upon the 2 i-of March, about midnight we came with all our Train to Sam- 
'vwn i the Magistrates of this place met us on the way, and with their refpetfive 
falutes prefented us for the Table, which for the reafon aforefaid, were not ac- 
cepted. This place is not very large, lying about forty Miles diftant from Xan- 
XH * , anc * was formerly for its frtuation potent and populous j but in this laft 
War wholly ruined by the Tartars , who gave the fame ufage to all fuch Cities as 
were not able to withftand them. 

Here we got frelli track-men (ou* ~>ld ones being quite tired) to draw us up 
the River againfi: the Stream and Torrents, which fall from this wonderful Moun- 
tain Sangwanhab * whereof I Prefent you here with a draught, cogether with this 
final 1 City, as it lies environed with the Hills; The heighth of this Mountain is 
very obfervable, for the tops thereof are inveloped with Clouds , which makes 
the palfage at the bottom of the Hill obfeure. 
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On one fide of this Prodigious Mountain, ftands an Idol Temple, Richly 
Adorned, and moft Artificially Built, to which thefe Poor Creatures refort ; con- 
ceiving all their welfare to confift in offering to this Idol, whom they adore as 
their Prefcrver. You climb up by fteps to this Idol Temple, which ftands on 
the fide of this Mountain next the River. 

There are feveral ftrange Mountains and Hills found in China , but none are to 
be compared with this of Sangwonhab , in regard of its fituation and height. 

Near to Xu{ite, the fecond fmall City of the chief City of Canton , lies a 
Mountain called Lungmen, from whence runs a Torrent as clear as Chryftal : up- 
on this Mountain are found certain rough Stones of ftrange and wonderful 
fhapcS) which the Chinefes make ufe of in their way of Trade. Near to Tung - 
non, the third fmall City of Canton , lies the Mountain Tahi upon the Sea-fide, 
where lye thirty fix fmall Iflands : Near to the City lyes likewife the Mountain 
Huten, Which ferves fuch Skippers as are bound to the Province of Quantung for a 
Land-mark. Near to Cingyven , the feventh fmall City of Canton , lyes a great 
Mountain called Talo , which is furrounded with ftcep and fiiarp tops ; amongft 
which lye rich and pleafant Meadows, where dwell feveral wild and uncivilized 
people, who oftentimes make inroads upon the adjacent places, to fteal what 
they can get. Thefe wild and irregular people live according to their own 
Laws, without any fubje&ion to the Chinefes. Near to the fixth fmall City of 
Canton-^ lyes a Mountain called Taimuen j from this Mountain the laft Emperour 
of the Race ofSunga (after that the Tartars had Conquered him, and driven him 
out of the Country) flung himfelf headlong out of defpairinto the Sea. 

We were three days together hovering up and down, before we could get 
from among thefe ftrange and lolitary Mountains 5 and faw only in all that time 
but one poor Village, called Quantonlow, which lies fo lonely, that ’tis ftrange 
how any people durft live upon it : In fome places of this Ifland, between the 
Hills (which is very remarkable) lye feveral pleafant and fruitful Corn Fields. 

r.V P r° n ^4 ,! ’° f M^w camcwaarMinfinin City called Tnotik, the 
fixth fmall City ot the fecond chief City of the Province of Quanimg ; here we 
were ncccflitated to let fall our Anchor, in regard of the violent Stream, and the 
great Torrents which fall from the Hills ; for thefe that Towed the Boats were 
quite (pent, and we were forced to give them fome reft to recover their ftrength 

again. 



again. This violent and ftrong Stream had driven the Veil'd of the Emhaffi. 
dours agamft a blind Rock, which did verv much endanaer i r u l e 
Ship and Goods. This fmallCity lies (as is (hewn in the annexed Printfverv 
plcafant upon a corner of the River on the ri jht fide over a^ainfi thn ^ 

i 7 m ta ' !' “ “ With hishai ’ d “different Zig g Wat andb'a'T 
fied with fiatelyHonfes, and Magnificent Idol Temples; Grounded with pea' 

fant Hills, delightful ,n Profpeft, the Suburbs well and fufticient, which wasfor' 

mcrly very rich and populous and is provided with a fafe harbour for Veffeb 

agamft the .mpetuou, current of this River ; which is a great protection to them in 

St ' m ;, VVeathcr > P a ®"g U P a nd down. At the entrance of the Harbour on the 

described aPt>earS * H ' gh Tower > b uilt with great euriofity after the manner here 



The next day, being the 25. of March, we came in fight of that wonderful and 
and ftrange Idol Temple called Konianftam , which the Chine fes hold in great 
Adoration, bringing as rich and fat Offerings thither, as to that of Sangrvonhab . 
It lyes on the River fide, as you may obferve, in a Solitary, Wild, and Moun- 
tainous Country ; your firft approaches coijduft you up with convenient Stonc- 
fteps, after you make your way through blind paths and cavernous pafles, forced 
withpiuch Art and Induftry : Thefe Idolaters believing as the Ancient Heatfien, 
that Groves and high Places were moll Venerable Manfions, and yielding a more 
Reverential Awe to their Gods, and lefs difeovering under a fhade their Priefts 
Jugling Impoftures. We continued here a while with all our Fleet, till the 
Natives had performed their devotions at this Temple, which after our Embaffa- 
dours vifited ; ’tis incredible to relate with how much fuperfiitious zeal, wanting 
our true lights, they pour forth there their Ejaculations, and as freely their 
Bounty, offering Prodigally -their Country Produ&sof all fort of Fruits, Birds, 
and Beads. 


Upon 
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Upon the 27. of March , in the evening, we Landed at a place called by the 
Chinefes M ongley > with a moft pleafant Profpeft at a diftance, and accommodated 
with ftately Stone fteps> conveying you from the Water fide to the Gate entring 
the City, which is veiled with high Walls, and fortified with tall Bulwarks, and 
Watch-Towers. It is wondrous pleafant to view from the Battlements of this 
City, the adjacent Countries, thick Ihrowded with delightful Woods, and Mant- 
ling Failures : And in regard our Drudges were quite tired out with Towing 
their Boats againft the impetuous Stream, we got frelh Yoak-Men from hence, 
and were no fooner under Sail, but the Embaffadours Velfel run againft a blind 
Rock under water, which had like to have endangered the lofs both of Ship and 
Goods. The next day having pall fome Villages, we came to an Anchor in plea- 
fant Riding, where the Mandorim Piuxenton Treated us with their beloved Then. 


In 
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In the night to! lowing hapned a molt hideous Tempeft, that wonderfully ter 
rified and amazed us all ; fuel. peals of Thunder, fuel, tlalhes of Lightning ' that 
we fuppofed them to be the Dreadful Uihers to the day of judgm^t that the 
Veflel m winch were the Emperou.s Prefents, drove from her Anchors, I my felf 
,n 'Tn'rT dangCr ' 'T! th 'i 1C a PP r °acl)ing Dawn we had a fad review of our fe- 

TCralDrlafters, many Sh.pslhattered by the Storm, fome Maftlefs Hulls, all their 
Tackle and Kiggmg torn and fpent, others driven afhore, there ftaved and beaten 
into pieces, and all their Men Drowned. 

It was upon the 29 of MWa, when we came with the remainder of our Fleet 

rLT/. thC CC ° nd . C “ e , f C,ty °\ X f‘ heH: This City lies about thirty miles from or a*. 

upon an Angle, near the fide of the River ; in refipeft of its fituation and ' 
latclnu bourtor Shipping, they have a very great Tradeby Navigation. Toward 
the South thiaR.ver has feveral Names, and is called Scian, and fometimes Sch, 
and has its Source out of the River Cbm and Va, which both run into one, 
not far from this Gtty; The place where thefe two Waters meet, is well known 
by the Chtneje Skippers to their forrow, becaufe of the impetuous violence of 
the Streams, and the many blind Rocks which skulk under Water on which in 
ftrefs of Weather they often fuffer Shipwrack. The Chinefes to avoid ‘this 
dan gcr ^(according to their cuftom) have built here an Idol Temple upon the 
Water fide, which is always firft vifited by fuch as intend to pafs this way ; where 
they offer what they have, to be proceed in their Voyage, by the indulgence of 
this their favouring God. The City (as the Print difeovers) lyes furrounded on 
one fide with high and delightful Hills ; and on the Eaft-fide over the Water, 



it has a Suburb, which is very populous, rich, and well built: In the middle of 
the Water ftands a Tower Artificially built'upon a final! Rock, according to the 
old falhion of the Chinefes . In view of this City fpreads a mofi pleafant Valley, 
(which feems Walled in with various Fruit-bearing Trecs^) not far from thence, 
upon the Mountain Mauhoa, Rands a Cloifter, Neighboured by a fpacious Tem- 
ple-Church, in which refide many of their Idolatrous Pi iefts. A perfon called 
Lwz.u ( who had by his Falling and AuftereLife, got himfelf fo great a repute 
amongft the Vulgar throng, that afrer his death they honoured him as a f nt) 
built this Cloifter at his own Charge : This Saint Luzu (fas they reported^) wore 
day and night upon his naked body, Iron Chains, and fpent all his time to grind, 
and lift Rice for the Munks. Thefe Iron Fetters had made fuch deep impreili- 

p ons 


ons into his flefii, which wasalfo putrificd for want of dreffmg and looking after, 
that nefts of Worms crawled in the uncleanfcd Wounds, of which not one 
would he fufferto be taken off; for whenfoever any of his Verminous Brood 
dropt off, he would take it up again and fay, Have you not fufficient to Feajiyour 
J elves left ? why then forsake yon my body where you are welcom , and thus run away ? 
Whofe Corps, as the Inhabitants inform us, is ffill preferved in this place. 

That this was formerly a noble City, full offtately Buildings, the many great 
Ruines fignifie. There yet remains an indifferent Wall about it, but within 
nothing but Ruine and aheap of Stones. We pitched our Tents near unto the 
Walls, where we had a fair reception by the Magiftrates, and Governour, who 
brought feveral Prcfents for the Table, which were accepted by the Embaffa- 
dours, being not put upon the Emperours account. After they had faluted each 
other, and difeourfed of feveral Affairs, they were mod nobly received by the 
Embaffadours, who Treated them with fo much refpeft, that they were highly 
pleafed, and promifed to requite their kindnefs upon all occalions ; which done, 
they took leave, and returned to the City. 

In the morning early we weighed from thence, and had not long been under 
Sail, but we drew near a Mountain, which the Tartars for its ftrange fliape and 
form, call the five Horfes Heads. 



Upon the Pinaclesof thefc Hills, which are inveloped with Clouds, we faw 
here and there, (according to the demonftration in this Print) feveral ftrange, as 
well finall as great Edifices ftanding ; fome of them were Entire, others Decayed 
and Ruinous, built time out of Memory : And that which feems moft remark- 
able, was the fituation of feveral of thofe Buildings, which were erected upon 
fuch high and fteep places, as are altogether inacceflible, that none could imagine a 
poUible way for thefe People to carry up their Materials. We were very defi- 
rous to have had a nearer view of thefe Houfes and Inhabitants there ; but we 

found by experience after fome finall tryal of clambering up, that our endeavours 
were in vain. 


We were no fooner part this Mountain of the Five Horfes Heads, but we fel 
amongft other Rocks and fteep Afcents, which we made a Ihift to efcape, tho.it?! 
with great danger ; the River being full of lurking fplit Ships lying under Water 
Therefore the Inhabitants call thefe Rocks the five Vgly Devils . Ai 



Atlaft we got fafe without any prejudice, to the Iaft Country of Saytjeen : the 
Mountain of the five Horfes Heads fhews it felf very wonderful to the eye at a 
diftance, but much more the Tops of the Hills of Snytjeen , which fiand in fuch 
order upon the River, as if Art and not Nature had placed them there. Amongft 
thefe Mountains lye feveral pleafant Vales, in moft delightful Profpeft, being 
replenished with Fruit-bearing Trees, and Herbage, as may appear to you in this 
Print. 



Upon the fourth of April, we came in fight of the Famous City of Natulan 
(the third chief City of this Kingdom) and immediately went a fliore. This 
Metropolis lies about forty Miles from Xaocbeu, and is the outward Frontire ot 
the Kingdom of Quantmg, which we had thus travers’d from South to North : 
TheGovernour and Magiftrates of this City having notice of the coming o tic 
Embaffadours, fent a Letter full of Complements, to afl'ure them ot a “ rd '’ 
welcom. Not long after they addreft themfelves in perfon, who (a e ^ ^ 
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Ceremony of Complements had been reciprocally returned ) earneftly defired of 
the Governour and Magiftrates, that good order might be given for the ipeedy 
furthering of their Journey to Peking, which they promifed fhould be done. 
The Embaffadours to requite their civilities, nobly Treated them, for which they 
returned their thanks, took leave, and went back in the evening to the City : And 
the next day the Embaffadours, with all their Followers, were invited by the 
Governour to a moft Splendid Dinner, who fent his Gentlemen to meet them at 
the Gate of the City, conducting them to his Houfe, where he waited their 
coming, with the reft of the Magiftrates, and fome of the chief Commanders of 
the Army. The Entertainment was every way anfwcrablc to the quality of the 
Perfons, as well the Invited, as the Inviters : The Governour and the Magiftrates 
fate all at one ftde of the Table, that the Sewers might the better remove the 
Difhcs and Chargers, without any difturbance to the Company, which were not 
fervedup all at once (according to the cuftomof the Chingfes) but only two at a 
Courfe, which was the (ingle allowance for one Perion : And when the Steward, 

who waited always at the Governours elbow, had given the word, everyone fell 
to what he moft fancy ed \ and when he oblerved a ceffation at the firft Courfe, 
he made align, and immediately the Didies were fhifted, which was done at leaft: 
fixteen times, obfervingthe fame order as at firft. 

The Embafla- During the Feaft there was both Vocal and Inftrumental Mufick, entertaining 
entertainment the Ears of the Invited with much fatisfa&ion ; whoa little . before the Banquet 
•n this city. was [nought ^ arofe and recreated themfelvcs in the Garden, till the Difhes 
were placed, and then they returned and fate down as before : and when all was 
taken away, every one drew out a piece of Money, which together was to be 
prefented to the Mufitians and Attendants : This Collc&ionor Gathering, they 
laid at the Governours feet, who willingly accepted thereof; but when the 
EmbalTadours would Iikewife have prefented them with fixToclof Silver, and . 
fome Silk Stuffs , he at firft refufed them, but with much entreaty, at laft received 
their Bounty. 

This City of Namhun is very large, well (ituated, and fortified with Walls and 
Bulwarks, and a Bridge over the River to pafs conveniently from one place to 
another. The City is full of Idol Temples, and brave Structures ; we faw fevc- 
ral Houfes, whofe doors were inferibed with the letters of the name of our Sa- 
viour. Here is alfo the Emperours Cuftom-houfe, where they receive his dues 
for all Goods Exported or Imported ; their Bills of Lading accepted, and fcveral 
Parcels what ere they be on their words, laving the double diligence of Haugne 
Searchers, as in Europe, and dif-compofing by turning in and out of Trunks, 
Chcfts, and Fardles, their made-up Commodities. There is no better mold in all 
China for the making of any Earthen Ware, then is about this City ; not far 
from whence runs a River, called by thp Chimfes , Mekjang ; which fignifies Ink- 
W ater, whofe Blackncfs ic much refembles. The Chine fes much efteem of the Fifh 
which are taken in this River, which are commonly very White, conftdering the 
darknefs of the Water. Ic is very troublefom Travelling by Land in thofe parts , 
becaufe of rhe high Hills and rugged Afcents ; but the moft troublefom Moun- 
tain of all to Travel over, was that which the Inhabitants call Mugltin , which one 
of the Governours levelled at his own charge, and is now very paffable, either on 
Horle-back,or on Foot. The grateful Inhabitants ereffed to his Honour a ftately 
Temple, Prefenting rich Offerings, and coftly Perfumes to the Idol there refiding. 
We were four days preparing for our Journey from Namhttn to Nangan , becaufe 
of the troublefom, andalmoft inacceffible Mountains : At laft having gpt all things 
ready, they fet forward upon the eighth Inftant, with fome of the Emperours 
Prefcnts, But before they began their Journey, they fent the Handorine of the 

young 
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Hollanders. The next day early in the morning, they took Horfe and rid from 
thence, and about Noon came to that ftrange and narrow Mountain which Ives 
betwixt the Provinces of Quantung and Kiangft, and feparates both thefe Provin- 
ces from each other. Upon this Mountain we faw feveral fair Idol Temple* very 
curioufly built: This Mountain, though no better then a Wilderneft, yetis verv 
del ightful by reafon of the variety of Woods and Vallies. J 

We made fomnchhafte that day, that we got by night to Nangan, the Thir- 
teenth chief City of the Eighth Province of Kianefi. But before I proceed I 
fliali relate unto you the number of the great and final! Cities, and the condition, 
and qualities, and humour of the Inhabitants of this Province o £ Kiangft. 

Toward the Eaft and South-eaft, this Province has for Frontiers, the Provinces 
of Chekiang, and Folding , South and South-weft Qu antung and Ggian^Ji ; toward 
the Weft Fuhgtng, and toward the North Nanking. Toward the South appear 
in this Province mighty broad and high Hills; for the Mountains of three Pro- 
vinces, as Kiangft , Quantung. , and Folding, joyn and meet all in one here : Upon 
thefe Mountains live a Wild fort of People, who maintain themfelves moft by 
Plundering and Stealing from the Chinefcs. 

This part is full of Gold, Silver, Lead, Iron, and Tin Mines, and environed 
with very fteep Mountains, replenifhed with feveral Lakes and running Rivers; 
tis a very fruitful Soyl, and exceeding populous, fo abounding, that the Province 
is not fufficient to contain the Inhabitants, and therefore many of them leave 
their Native Country, and for want of convenient dwelling places, fet down in 
other parts of China, where they ufe forne mean Handicraft-Trade, or el fe turn 
South- fay ers or Juglers, to which they are naturally much addi$ed : They are 

in fome meafure fprinkled with Pythagoras Do&rine of the Tranfmigration of 
Souls ; for they hold it a Mortal (into kill any Living Creature, or to Eat any 
thing that is Dead. 

In this Province of Kiangft are Thirteen chief Cities, which command over 
fixty fevcnfmall ones ; through the midft of this Province, from South to North, 
runs the River Can , from whence fpring feveral Navigable Stream;, fo that you 
may take Shipping to any part of this Province. 

The Thirteen chief Cities are thefe, as Danchang , Jaocheu , gyganglin, Nanking, 
Kicnkjang , Kienchang , Vucheu , Lirihgang, Kiogan, Xuicheu , Juencbcu , Canchen, 
and Nangan. 

i. Nanchang commands over feven Cities, as Nancbang , Fnngching , Cinhien, 


Fung fin , Cinggatiy Ning , and Nuning. 


a 


2. Jaocheu 
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Jaocheu commands over feven Cities, as Jmhcn, Lofmg^enh^ 

commands over feven Cities, as ^gfmjoxan, Jeyang, QueUi, 
^‘^Va^ogcomxainds^et four Cities, as Nanking, Tuchang, Kicncbang, and 
Kiei‘k‘ M S commands over five Cities, as Kieuhjang, Xegan, Xuichang , H»- 
^ <5. Kiencbang commands over five Cities, as Kienchang , Sincbing, Nanfung, 

Quancbang^^Luh^. T 

y. Vitcbeu commands over fix Cities, as Vucbeu, Cmggin , K tnty, Iboang, Logan , 

and Tunghiang. , 

8. Linkiang commands over four Cities, as Linhjang , and 

j j • 

9 . Kiegan commands over nine Cities, zsKiegarr, Taibo , Kiexui, Jungfung y 
Gatjfo, Lnng£iven y Vangan,Jungfirt y zndjungmng. 

10. Xtticben commands over three Cities, as Xuicheu, Xangcao, and Sincuang: 

11. Jnenchen commands over four Cities, as j fucnchen, Fucny, Pingbiang y and 
Vancai. 

1 2. Cbanchcu commands over twelve Cities, as Cbanehen y r Vtu y Sinfnngy Hing~ 
qne, Hoeichang , Ganynen, Ningtu , Xuikin , Lungnan , Xtcbing, Cbangning , and 

Tingnan. t _ __ , 

13. Nangan commands over four Cities, as Nangan , Nanking, Xangyen , and 

Clingy: # . 

According to the account of the ChincJcSy theie aie m this Province one 

million three hundred fixty three thoufand fix hundred twenty nine Families, and 
fix millions five hundred forty nine thoufand five hundred Fighting Men. 

The Revenue which is paid yearly out of this Province to the Emperour, con- 
fifisofone million fix hundred and fixteen thoufand and fix hundred Bags of 
Rice, and of eight thoufand two hundred and thirty Rolls of Raw Silk, and 
eleven thoufand five hundred and fixteen Rolls of wrought Silk, befide feveral 
other Taxes and Imports. 

Thus much concerning the Province of Kiangft , and the number of the great 
and final 1 Cities *, I (hall now relate what hapned in our Travels through this, to 
the Province of Nanking. 
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No fooner were the Embafladours arrived, and at the Gate of this chief City of 
Nangan, but a Gentleman was immediately difpatched to Complement them in 
the pame of the Magiftrates, and conduct them to thofe Lodgings which were 
provided. Awhile after came the Governour himfelf, with fame other perfons 
of great quality, who after inter-changed Civilities, fell into lome Difcourfes of 
fmall importance *, having fo fpent an hour, they took their leaves and departed, 
fending a handfom Treatment that night at the charge of the City. 

Afterwards came to us two Tartar Gentlemen, who likewife then arrived there 
from the Imperial City of Pelting \ who after they had falured the Embafladours, 
told them that they were fent to Congratulate the Vice*Roys of Canton , upon 
their Viftory obtained the laft year againft the Chine fes, in the Province of 
Qnangft * they then departing, took their leave, admiring much the large and 
tall ftatures of the Hollanders , and thought the Embafladours to be they who were 
come from the end of World to falute their Emperour * adding withal, that his Im- 
perial Majefty expe&ed them long with great impatience. During our abode 
here, we were often vifited, and moft friendly faluted by the befl: and chiefeA of 


the City. 

The Embafladours were put to very great trouble to procure Veflels to carry 
them from hence to N anhjng *, for though they did earneftly infift to further and 
haften their Journey, yet the Commiflioner appointed to furnifli them with 
Boats, could not get them ready fo foonas he defired : Whereupon the Manda- 
rine Pinxenton rated him with bitter expreflions, which he took fo to liearr, that 
he drew his Knife and would have Stabbed himfelf, had he not been prevented by 
one of the Mandorines Servants. 

The Country about this chief City of Nang an (which is the furtheft City of 
this Province) is very Pleafant and Fruitful, fomc part thereof, although lur- 
rounded with Hills and Mountains, which ferve fora fence to guard the Country. 

One of thefe Mountains far exceeds the reft for delight) ulnels, which the 

Chine fes call Sihoa , which fignifies a place of Pleafurc. 

This chief City.an arm of the River Chang divides into two equal parts, which fo 
fttuated on the Stream, invites abundant Trade to be driven there ; for all the 
Goods and Merchandifes which ate brought out of China, framed to the 
Province of gnanwnt, or from gaantung to the other placed Trade 
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higher up in the Country, are for the moft part unladed in this City, from 
whence they are Tranfported to other parts by Land or Water. 

The South part of this City is clofe built with feveral goodly Houfes, and is 
full of Commerce and People : On the North-fide ftands an Idol Temple, very 
curioufiy built, and fo richly adorned, fo that a fecond J Declaim may be laid to 
have (hewn his Art in the contrivance of this Edifice. However, in bignefs and 
ftrcngth this City ftands not in competition with that of Namhnn, although the 
Tartars in their laft Invafion were more favourable to this, then to the other ; for 
in Nangao they forbore to deftroy fuch Fabricksas were of any note, but in 'Nan- 
hung all were ruined. Befides, the great Commerce and Traffick w'hich has been 
of late years driven, has been a means to enrich the Inhabitants thereof, who have 
continually contributed toward the re-edifying of the City. 

After four days abode in this City, the Embaftadours Embarqued themfelves 
with all their Followers, to purfue their Voyage to Peking: From the City of 
Canton to Namhun^ we were towed all the way by Track-men againft the Stream, 
not without great danger of Shipwrack, fo many Rocks lurking under water with 
ready mifehief j but now we were carried down with the Stream, but yet not 
without great labour and danger of often lofing both Ship and Goods. The 
River Can runs here asfwift as an Arrow from the Bow, and is full of Banks, Sands, 
and Shoals, which requires much care and experience in the Marriners. When it 
hapned among the reft, that the Barque in which Jacob dc Keizer , one of the Em- 
baiTadours, had Embarqued himfclf wicb the Prefents to the Great ftqi into 

a Whirl-pool, and turning and winding amongft unfteady eddies, drove at laft 
* on a hidden Sand, where (he ftuck faft, and could not be gotten off until they 
had unladen her : when they then perceived that file had two great leaks in her 
Hull, which they making a ftiift to ftop, the Goods were put aboard again, and fo 
we went on our journey. The Mandorines commanded the Water-men to be 
feverely lafhed with a Thick Leather Whip^ and the Mafter himfelf had not 
efcaped the fame puniflim?nt for his negleft, if the Embaftadours had not inter- 
ceded for him. 



The next day, upon the 14* of April) we pafledby the fecond fmall City called 
Nanking, but did not Land as we went, but in our return we putalhore, where I 
took a draught of thefituationof this place, according to the annexed Print. This 
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Kankang ! ies upon the left fide of the River Chang, formerly very rich and famous 
by Commerce, built four-fquare, is inverted with a ftrong and thick Wall 25 foot 
high. The City Gates are four, which ftand in the Wall about a quarter of a miles 
diftance one from another: this City (formerly Artificially built,) was torally 
fub verted by the tartars in the laft Wat : On the right fide of the River Rands 
guarded with a ftrong high Tower the Strufture well built. At our return we lay 
with our Veflels before Namtnon y which fignifies the South-gate i from this Cate 
you go through a ftrait ftrcet to the houfe of the Governour,and at the end of the 
Street ftands a Chinefe Triumphal Arch, an elaborate piece which the Tartars left 
intire without any demolifhment : At the end of the Street is the Market-place, 
to which is brought daily all manner of Provifions, as Flefli, Filh, and Fruits ofal! 
forts in great abundance. 
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Upon the 15. we came to Canchen, the 12. chief City of the Province of- Kz- 
angft, where we took up our Lodgings for that night ; the next day we were 
vifited aboard our Veffels by fome great Mandorines y who welcomed us in the 
name of the City on which the Embafl'adours addreft themfelves : with all their 
Followers, to the great Twang of this City, returning him the like Complemental 
civilities, who received them with fingular courtefies and Teeming affe&ion, and 
conduced them into his private apartment, where he placed them on his right 
hand } then beginning to difeourfe of the conftitution of Holland, of how many 
Provinces fhe confifted, and how remote from Portugal , how long their prdent 
Government had been eftablilhed, and when that Power began, and whether 
they were all of one and the fame Religion } defiring to know ,f they ufed Beads 
in their Ejaculations, after the manner of the Fortugnefjes: to a.l which the 
Embaffadours returned them in Ihort a particular anfwer. By thefe queftions we 
oueffed what a near Community and Commerce there was between his Lord and 
the Fortugueffes j and we were hkewite afterwards told that his V\ ife had been 
Baptized by them. Whilft we were Toping of Theai n the withdrawing room, 
he defired that he might hear our Trumpets found in the Hall, with which he u s 
exceedingly taken, as alfo admiring our arms : and becaufe this Imang( who he Id 
his Refidence and Court in this chief City)had the command over t e 
Kiangfi, Fohjen, Hwang, and fanning, and confequently not much infenour to 

R 



6i 


The Embassy of the 


a Vice-Roy 5 and that the Ships of our Eaft-India Company, bound from Japar 
toTaiwan , often fupplyed themfelves herewith much Frefli Water ; for the Pro- 
vince of Fokien is all maritime, lying oppofite to the other I/Iand of Formfa ; 
therefore the Embafladours concluded to offer him fome Prefents, but he refufed 
them with great Civility, allcdging that the Tartar Government would not per- 
mit any Prefents to be received from any Foreign People, before they had made 
their appearance at the Court before his Imperial Majefty. He Iikewife added 
that he did not refufc them out of a Cbinefe diflimulation, but only, to obferve 
the Cuftoms of their Country ; affuring the Embafladours that in their return 
from Pekjng, all manner of Friendfhip fhould be fliown them. By the way it 
began to Thunder and Lighten, upon which followed fo great a (hower of Rain 
that wetted us all to the skin. 


This Cancheu in regard of the great Income and Revenue which it brina S in 
yearly, by reafon of the Trade which is driven there, is one of the chief Cities of 
the Province of Kiangfi , and commands over twelve fmall Cities ; It lies about 
fixty Miles from Canton, clofe to the fide of the River Can, which takes its fourfe 
near to the eighth fmall City called Xuikin, and flows from thence Northward 
up to this chief City of CancheH : The City lies in a four-fquare form as Nankme 
and is furrounded with a high Stone Wall about two Miles compafs. There are 
four Gates alfoto this City, which are called after the four Winds': we lav all 
night in our Barques before the Weftern-gate : the Streets of the City are hand. 
fom ] y Paved. On the Eaft-end ftands a well high built Tower, as it appears in the 
annexed Print : From the top of which you have a full Profped of the Citv and 
the adjacent Countries, which are wondrous pleafant. The Burgers Houfes and 
Dwellings are built in good order, amongft which are fome very large ones well 
furmlhed 5 but the Palace of the Governour exceeded all the reft. 

Amongft other ftately Edifices, this place abounds in curious Idol Temples 
very richly adorned with Pictures and Graven Images 5 but that Temple whofe 
Top ftands higher, Crowning all the reft (as in the annexed Print) mav be 

am0ngft the chiefeft Tem P Ies in a11 €hina > and * called Kuil KiaJH 
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T!:efe added to Mut>, which fignifiesa Church, the Chinefes give to all their 
’ and this Idol whom they worlhipped, they called Kuil Kiafti: On the 
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Vc.pes of this Idol Temple ftoodftveral Bedfteads for Travellers and 
Pnefts that come to offer, to lodge in, as in moftplaces, the Idolatrous Edifi.Js 

ferve, for Inns to L reCe " e and Harb °«r Strangers. I„ the Porch of this Tern 

pie ftood on either fide two Giants of-PIaifter Work, the one Fighting with a 
Dragon, and the other had aDwarf lying under his feet with a drawn slordin 
V” . Thefignification of thefe two Figures may be cafily underfiood by 
thole who have but fmall skill ,n the Cbineft Cha, afters, and Emblems. On the 
other fide of the River ftands another Temple upon a high Hill, which I went ro 
fee early m the morning, and found the famefituated in a very Pleafanr place, 
to which you afcend by ftone fteps, as in the Print is exprert. Not far from 
hence ftands a fmall Chappel rarely built, according to the Cbincfe Model • Such 
as Travel this way, offer up to this Idol for afafe paflageand prefervation from 
the hidden Rocks and Sands, which are many in the River Can ; which if they 
efcape, they attribute it to their offerings, prefented to this Idol , but if they hap- 
pen to mifcarry, they then thank and blame themfelves, that either they made 
no true Confeflion, or brought gifts too mean for this their Deity. 

At the place where the two Rivers, Changed Can meet and conjoin, athwart 
the Stream lies a long Bridge of Boats, covered over with Planks: At the end of 
the Bridge ftands a Toll-houfe for the receipt of Cuftom. 





tlpon the 1 8. of April, we paft by the Ruinous and Deplorable City of V an- 
nmgam : This City lies clofe to the fide of the River Can , on the right hand, in 
a very Fruitful and Pleafant Soil. The Tartars were fo cruel to this place in the 
laft War, that they left nothing Handing that is any ways remarkable : It appears 
to have been formerly a wondrousdelightful place, accurately built, and lull of 
Inhabitants. The Country round about this City, produces twice a year great 
ftore of Fruit to the Husbandman : Not far from which lies a Hill which has 
Silver Mines, but the Cbtnefes are not fufteredby their Laws to dig for any. On 
the Eaft-fide of this City is a Mountain called Chao , whofe top reaches up to the 
Clouds, and though of this vaft height, yet from the bottom to the top there 
grow all forts of Trees, and Herbs, which made us a moft delightful Prolpeft at a 
diftance. About half a mile from this place, we faw lying the fixth lmall City 
called Lingciven , which has a fmall Inlet of the River Can running up to it j but 
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this City participated of the fame misfortune with the reft, and was totally Ruined 
and Sacked by the Tartar , who left nothing ftanding but one Triumphal Arch, 
which ferves for fome Ornament to the place ; but the Houfes and great Buildings 
lye all in a heap of Allies, and the Streets full of Rubbifli. 



We left immediately this miferable Town, and came to an eminent Village 
called Fek&nfa, whofe fituation is moft Pleafant, and where a good T rade is driven 
in all Naval Materials, to the great benefit of the Inhabitants. At a great diftance 
before you come to this Village, you feefeveral Cliffs, which have been fo won- 
derfully cut and ordered by Art and Labour, that the very fight thereof filled us 
all with admiration : but the laft War has very much defaced the beauty of them, 
and you have now only left the Ruines, whereby to judge what a brave Ornament 
they were formerly. The very deftruftion of thefe Artificial Rocks, fufticiently 
declares what vaft devaluations befel the whole Empire of China in the laft War 
of the T artars ; who did not only Ruine the greateft Cities, Towns, and Villages, 
but neither fuffered any Ornaments to continue eminent in the Countrey ; for not 
any place of note efcaped the fury of thofe Barbarous People, except the Imperial 
City of Pefyng, which the Tartars favoured after they had taken it, where yet are 
to be feen moft rare and exquifite Curiofities, whereof we (hall make mention 
hereafter. 

In regard of the extraordinary ftrangenefs of thefe Stone Cliffs made by Art, I 
drew one of them which had fuffered leaft prejudice by the Tartars , anu was at 
leaft forty foot in height, which you have here in the annexed Print that fo you 
may judge how the reft of them were contrived. The like Artificial Rocks are to 
be feen in the Emperours Court, where the great Tartar Cham often refrelhes 
himfelf in the heat of Summer. 




We departed at laft from this Village Peb&nfa, and’ came late in the evening 
to the fmall City Tatty, which is the fecond fmall City of the ninth chief City 
Kiegan , fituated upon the left fide of the River Can. 

Early in the morning I took a view of this place, which hath on the Water fide 
high and ftrong Walls, the Country round about moft delightful and luxurious, 
but the City it felf lies wholly Ruined by the Tartars. The Streets are well 
enough Paved, but very fmall and narrow ; yet replenilhed formerly with ftately 
Edifices, which lye wafte and uninhabited *, all that which was left remarkable 
is a high Tower, with fome Idol Temples. We were vifited here by a certain 
Mandorine y who was come thither not long before from Petyttg, with two thou- 
fand Horfe, upon the account of the young Canton Vice-King : He told us that 
the Emperour, with feveral Lords in Peking , long expefted our coming. 




66 


Tloe Embassy of the 

Upon the 29. of April , we came unto the moft Famous City of K inungam ,ca\\ed 
by fome Kiegait. , and is the ninth Prime City of this Province of Kiangfi : This 
chief City lies about forty miles from Tayl^o, built upon the Wefternfide of the 
River Can, not far from the place where thofe terrible and dreadful Clifts called 
Xe.patan, difcover themfelvcs about a mile and a half the circumference is defen- 
ded with tall Battlements, and famous for the defence which (he made againft 
the T artarsy when beleaguer’d boafting alfo formerly of very ftately Stru&urcs, 
but now generally ruined and deftroyed by the Enemy, only fome few Idol 
Temples remaining. On the left fide over againft the City, lies an Ifland, where 
ftands a curious Temple, modem built, and hung roundabout with great and 
fmall Images. 

The Countrey round about this City is full of Hills and Dales, in which are 
faid to be Gold and Silver Mines ; but the Cbinefes are prohibited by their Laws 
to dig for any, only they are permitted to take what of either they can find upon 
the fides of the Rivers. Thefe parts are alfo pregnant and delightful ; for in this 
Country (which is feldom known in other places) there is no want of Water nei- 
ther Winter nor Summer, nor too much drought. 

Near to Canto the *>• fmail City of this great one, a mighty high Mountain called 
Nucimg, lifts her head towards the Clouds, and is as remarkable for bignefs as any 
in thofe parts. 

Moft of the Cbinefe Rivers are very dangerous, being fo precipitate, all Veflels 
are liable almoft to continual attacques, and fudden furprizals of Rocks, Banks, and 
Shoals in Ambufh •, fo that the Mafters ought to be skilful and circumfpeft in their 
Steerage from Pott to Port : but the River Can is near this City moft hazardous, 
there refiding thofe unmerciful Bilgers called Zepatane. The Veffels bound . 
hither take commonly more expert Pilots, who are by cuftom better acquainted 
with the fixed Rocks, and ftill varying and unfetled Shoals. 

The Inhabitants of this place and the.adjacent parts, recounted to us with much 
regret and reluftation, how barbaroufly they had been ufed by the Tartars , burn- 
ing and deftroying their Houfes, carrying many into unredeemable Slavery ; 
others put to Death with rare and exquifite Tortures, no dilcrimination either of 
Sex or Age and when they had Glutted their Salvage inclinations with Ruine 
and Plunder, they exercifed their more Inhumane Cruelty upon innocent Vir- 
gins, of whom four thoufand, all choice and fingular Beauties, they carried into 
Captivity, and there for inconfiderable fums fold them to make Bawds and Ma- 
dams of Pleafure-Houfcs, there proftituting to be compreft and devirginated by 
libidinous Courtiers, deboift Hcftors, for their own profit, at what price foever 
they pleafed to put upon them. 

That fame day we made fuch good fpeed, that we got beyond Kiexui, the 
fourth fmall Town of the ninth chief City called Kiegan : We paft by this place, 
which lies upon the right fide of the River Cbang , and is in circumference a mile 
and a half, furrounded with Hills, and built after the Cbinefe fafhion with Idol 
Temples : on the Water fide ftands a ftrong Wall fifteen Foot high. 

The next day, being the 20. of April , we paft by Kiahja , the fourth fmall City 
of the eighth chief Metropolis Liukiang : This City lies about thirty mile from 
Kiexnhg, at the bottom of the Mountains, and upon the North-fideof the River 
Ca^ which waters this City, to the great accomodation of the Inhabitants. 
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The Countrey about abounds in the produ& of Oranges and other Fruits * it 
is fituated according to the annexed Print } a good part of its Wall is built upon 
the Hills, and the ground lying within the Wallis manured by the Inhabitants: 
here is Handing an Ancient Idol Temple, and the place famous for two Gates, 
all of one Hone , but the Houfes were moft of them demoliflied by the Tartars. 
Not far from thefe Walls lies a Mountain called Mung, whofe tops reaches fo 
high, that they feem to be cafed and inverted with Clouds ; yet the fidcs of this 
afpirer flouriftieth, cloathed withftately Woods, and mantled with verdant and 
delightful Paftures. 

That fame day toward the evening, we got to the City of Stnkjn,the fecond fmall 
City of the eighth chief City of Linkjang, which lies about twenty miles from 
Hiakjang *, we found this Sinicin alfo on the right fide of the River Can , and 
was fituated with pleafant Hills, and fruitful Fields behind it. This place doth 
not differ much neither in bignefs nor beauty from Hiakjang, though this lies in a 
more -even Soil, and not fonear the Mountains : Toward the water, rtands in the 
middle of the Wall a very high and well built Gate ; moft of the buildings with- 
in had been deftroyed by the Tartars. We lay all night aboard our Veflels over 
againft the City, upon the left fide of the River, near to an Idol Temple, where 
the Governourcame tofaluteus, and brought fome few Prefents for the Kitchen. 

Upon the 22. we fet fail early in the morning, and arrived by noon before the 
City of Fttngcbing, which is the fecond fmall City of the firft chief City of Nj«- 
chaw* : This City lies in a flat and even Soil, built four-fquare, and fituated up- 
on the faid River Can , and is furrounded with a high Wall above a mile 
about. 

On the North fide of the City is a populous Suburb, well and clofe built with 
goodly buildings. 

’ There are alfo two great and high Triumphal Arches, which had been much 
defaced with the reft of the brave Struftures in the laft bloody Invafion : there 
are likewife feveral Mountains not far from this place, one is called / echang , from 
whence there falls a mighty Torrent ot water with a moft hideous noife. 

The next day, being the 23. of April, we came in fight of the firft chief City of 
Nanchang, which is alfo called by fome according to the name of the Province 
Kiangft, where this is fituated. We were hardly come to an Anchor, but ^the 
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" T'TT 7 * vrrv commodious Boats aboard to fetch us afliore, for there 

fenotndTng or coming near the (herewith any great Veffels by reafon of the 
4n* The Mandarin' finxenton took preleiitly two of the beft of thefe Boats 
for'himfelf which was ill taken by the Embaffadours : Not long after came the 

Maeiftrates themfelves to welcome them, and caufed fWte* to reftore to the 
EnShdouts one of the Boats which he had taken for himfelf, to their ufe. 

The next day one of the Embaffadours, namely, Tieier de Gayer (for Jacob de 
Keefer found himfelf ill) with the Secretary Henry Baron, and all out Followers, 
went to vifit the Tutang, or Governour of this City; he received us with good 
affeftion and great civility, and (hewed his difpleafure at his Interpreter for bring- 
ing the Embaffadours a Foot, faying, that fuch perfons which came from fuch re- 
mote and ftrange parts, to Congratulate his Imperial Mayefty upon his Victories 
and Profperity,' ought tobeteceived in greater (late He was very n.uchoftended 
with the Mandarines of the Canton Vice-Roys, calling them Affes. After that 
the Embaffadour had taken his leave, and was come into the Street, one of the 
Governours Gentlemen came and prefented both him and his Secretary each with 
a fine Horfe, upon which they rode to the Water f.de; and when the Embaffadours 
fet fail they were faluted with the great Guns from the Walls of this City ; and 
they to requite this' civil reception of the Governour, fent him a few Prefents, 
but he refufed them, faying, no Perfon in China was permitted to receive any 
Prefents from Foreign Embaffadours, before they had feen and faluted the Em- 

^This chief City of N anchang is diftant about five miles from Bunching , fituated 
near that great Lake called Poyang, which hath a current round this City, fothat 

fhe Hands amidft an Ifland; her building fout-fquare form, with high Walls, and 
feven Gates, whereof four are very handfom, before one of which we lay at An- 
chor: This City boafts alfo of four (lately Temples, and richly adorned ; but 
amongft: thofe that is the moft famous, which the Chinefes call Tbijtkjng, be- 
’ ing covered with glittering glazed Pantiles. At the entrance ftand three build- 
ings together ; in the firft Edifice appears an Idol, which the Chinefes call Kouja, 
believed to be the Guardian and Preferver of this his own Manfion : He fits 
amongft a great many other Images, upon a rich feat, clothed Alantique, after 
the manner of the old Rowans , with a Crimfon Mantle hanging upon his flioul- 
ders : On each fide ftands upon a high Pole two terrible Dragons (which are 
much admired among the Chinefes') thefe with extended necks teem Hiding and 
Breathing defiance againft the Gods. In the fecond Stru&ure you have a broad 
Gallery reaching round the Temple, hung lull of Idols, which arc much adored 
by the Chinefes : The third building is alfo adorned with the like Images. 

At the entrance of the firft Edifice, ftands alfo on the right fide a Well, which 
is twelve Paces in the iquare over* and curioufly adorned with White Stone, 
and always brim full of Water. The Chinefes fancy to themfelves wonderful 
ft ones from this Idol Kouja, and this Well, believing that formerly here he dwelt ; 
who in his life was very Charitable to all Poor People, in difpencing freely what 
he had amongft them, which was never to be exhaufted, being a great Alchy- 
mift pofl'efied of the Elixar , converting all Mettal into Gold : Likewife they 
imagine that this Kouja , through their Gods direction and power, did once over- 
come a moft hideous Dragon , which threatned the deftrufiion of this City ; 
which he afterwards bound to an Iron Pillar and flung into this Well, and fo 
delivered the Inhabitants from this grand Deftroyer, as a fecond St. George } and 
that at laft he with all his Family was taken up into Heaven. Therefore thefe 
Idolaters (who held this for a good and holy deed) ere&ed this Temple for 
him after his Death : many other ftories were told us of their Deity. Moft of 

the 
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the other rare buildings which hadbeen formerly in this City were ^ ilT^T 

ftroyed by the Tartars i only there is left /landing one well built Tower a, il 
expreft in the annexed Print. " ’ 

The Fields about this City are very fruitful, and well manured, which ftfrnifll 
the Cities and Towns round about with all manner of Provifions and Corn 
The greateft deftruftion which befel this City in the laft War, was occafioned 
thus: one Kinns a famous Commander born in the Province of Leaotung^s niade 
Govcmour by the Great Tartar Cham over this Province of Kiangft -, for the 
Tartars much truft the Leaotunger, becaufe they lye next to Tartary .-’but this 
Kinns revolted from the Tartar, with this whole Province of Kiangft, and owned 
one Jttnglieus for Emperour. 

The Tartar to ftifle in the Birth the defign and intention of this Commander, 
and to reduce the faid Province under his obedience, raifed a formidable Army, 
lifted under famous Captains: In the mean while this Kinns had fought feve- 
ral Battels with good fuccefs againft the Tartars , and put to flight the chief Com- 
mander of the Southern Provinces with his whole Army, which was fent againft 
him: Hereupon this K inns went and befieged the City of Cancheu , but when he 
underftood that the Tartar was coming againft him with a powerful Army, he 
raifed his Siege, and marched toward the Frontires of the Northern Provinces to 
hinder the inroad of the lartar : And at firft Kinns fought with good conduft 
and fuccefs, having a great Army with him that underftood well the Tartar 
Difcipline } but finding his Enemy to be too ftrong and ready to over- 
power him, he was neceflitated for his fafety to retreat into this City of Nanchang. 
The Tartars though they had a very formidable Army, yet they durft not venture 
to Storm the City by clofe leagure, but concluded to force an entrance by their 
neceflities : The better to effeft this their defign, they commanded the neigh- 
bouring Villagers to aflift, and made them to dig a great Trench on theLand- 
fide of the City *, but the River w as blocked up with Veflels, to prevent all man- 
ner of Provifion from coming by water to their relief. This place was then 
exceeding full of Inhabitants , fo that Kinns after fome four months Siege, 
was reduced to great extremity by Famine: And though feveral daily fullered 
death, yet they would not deliver up the City, ftill expeding that Jttnglieus 
vrould come and relieve them j but when Kinns faw himfelf brought as it were 
to the laft gafp ; (they fay) he thus encouraged his Men, Mott valiant Fellow -Soul* 
dters , we are to expett no other help then what our Swords and Courage will afford ns j 
we mtijl therefore force our way through the Tartars ; mahg ready and follow me. He 
having ended his fpeech,and put himfelf into the beft poflure he was able, he ralli- 
ed out immediately with his Souldiers; but coming to the Trench(which was large 
and deep) they began to fee the difficulty of their attempt ; but being in dcfpair, 
they at laft got over the Trench, notwithftandingall the oppofition of the Tar- 
tars, and fought their way through the Army, with the (laughter of a great num- 
ber of their Adverfaries : Kinns himfelf came off with his life, and hid himfelf 
among the Mountains. He was no fooner gone out of the City, but the Inha- 
bitants immediately fet open their Gates to the fury of the Enemy, who being 
got in, never left deftroying till they had Ruined the whole City ; and when 
they had done with the Buildings, they fell upon the Citizens, whom they put all * 
to the Sword : It being a maxime amongft the Tartars, that fuch Cities as revolt 
againft them, and are fubdued by force of Arms, to ferve them after this manner J 
but fuch as yield without any oppofition, have no hurt done unto them* 
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Upon the 2 5. of April ,w e came to a Village famous for Shipping, called ‘LVi- 
enjen , where lay great ftore of Veffelsof feveral forts and fizes, which were come 
thither from all parts of China , to lade with China Earthen ware, whereof great 
ftore is fold in this Village, which lies near to the Pool called Poyang , upon the 
left fide of the River Can, and is above a mile long ; it is a place full of Trade, 
and very handfomly built. Upon the right fide of a Mountain ftands (as is to be 
fecn in the annexed Print) a great and well built Idol Temple, behung with 
great and fmall Images : I found in this Temple a great many Black Lamps hang- 
ing, which the Chinefes fuffered to burn day and night. The Chinefes and Tar- 
tars, who at any time are to pafs over this Pool Poyang , offer up firft fome Pre- 
fent or other to the Idol of this Temple, for a fafe and fpeedy pafiage .• The Sa- 
crifice which I faw here, is performed after this manner ; the ordinary fort of 
people take a Cock, but the rich a Hog (wherewith the Country abounds) which 
they bring alive to the Image, which is Piftured in a moft terrible pofture, and 
there they cut the Throats of thofe Creatures, and with the warm blood befprinkle 
the Claws of the Idol (which generally are drawn with the Claws of Griffins) and 
fome part of his Body ; fo that their Idols are always bedaubed with blood, on 
purpofe to make them look with the more grim Afpe<ft. They offer up likewife 
to the Idol the Feet of the dead Swine, and the Spurs and Comb of the Cock ; 
the reft they referve for themfelves, and make merry therewith, feaftingin honour 
of this Idol. 

Quite through the middle of this rich Village runs a broad Street, full of 
Shops on bothfides, where all manner of Commodities are fold ; but the chiefeft 
Trade is in Purceline, or China Di fhes, which b to be had there in great abundance. 

The Inhabitants of this Village told us ("to our great admiration) that there 
was no better Purceline made in all the Kingdom of China, then in the Village 
Sinftefimo, which lay at leaft too miles Eaft-ward from this Village, near to the 
City Fculeang, the fourth fmall City of the fecond chief City of Joacheu } they 
added withal (which encreafed our Admiration) that they did not fetch the Earth 
whereof this Purceline is made, out of the Province of Kiangfi , wherein this Vil- 
lage is fit uated, but from the chief City of Hoeichstt , in the Province of Nankjng j 
and that the Inhabitants there were not able to make it, though they digged the 

Earth 
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Earth ni great abiii?da^c^ ( l>ecaulc they knew not how to temper the 
..whiclv they alledged tp be the only realbn why they could not make it. And 
though I aw_not thofe Cities, Hoeicbeit, and Jaochai^ nor ho.v thev irngedi tU g 
Soil in one place, and Furceline made thereof, in another, yeti will relate to 

was 8iva,mcbyptrfou; this 

The Earth whereof this Furceline is made, is digged in greatquantity out of tli 
Mountains iituated near the chief City Hoeicheu , in the Province of \ 

from whence it is brought in four-fquare Clods to theabovy-uKmrionpcJ 
which have the Empcrours Arms ftamped upon them to prevent all manner of 
deceit. The Earth is not Fat, like Clay, or Chalk, but like to our fine Sand, 
which they mingle with water, and fomake it it into four-fquare Clods,, ; They 
likewifebcat and powder the broken China difbes, and make new on^s ifa ijiem i 
(but fuch as are made of broken Ware, never take fo fine a Colour and Glois as 
thofe which are made of frefh Mould) The Earthen Clods which are thus brought 
from the Mountains, are afterwards framed into what fa (h ions they pleafe, after 
the fame manner as our Potters in Europe form their Earthen Ware. Upon the 
great Pots which are made of this Earth, they have an Art to themfelves to Paint 
all manner ot Creatuies, Flowers, and Trees, which they do very curioufly only 
with Indico : This Art of Painting upon the Pots is kept fo private and iecret, 
that they will not teach it to any but to their Children and near Relations i 
wherein the Chittefes arefo dexterous, that you cannot fliow them any thing, but 
they will imitate it upon their Pots and Difhes, which being framed and made of 
this Earth, are firft dryed in the Sun before they are baked in the Oven * and 
when they are throughly dryed, they are put into an Oven, andftopt very clofe, 
where they bake for fifteen days together with a good fire under : the time being 
out, they are continued, in the Oven fifteen days more without any fire 5 however 
the Oven all that while is kept clofe ftopt, and not opened till it be quite cold *, 
for if they (hould take their Earthen ware red-hot out of the Oven, it would en- 
danger the breaking, and lofing their glofs. After the expiration of thirty day?, 
the Furnace is opened in the prefence of an Officer appointed by the Emperour 
to take an account of this Earthen ware, and to receive the Emperours duty, 
which is of each fort the fifth piece, according to the Laws of the Kingdom * the 
reft they afterwards fell to the Inhabitants of this Village ‘Vcienjen, where (as 
they fay) is the ftaple of this Furceline Trade, which is fent from this Village, not 
only through all China , but alfo through the whole world. 

VVe departed the fame day from this place, and upon the 26. came to the chief 
City of Nanking, which lies upon the Weft-fide of this Lake, which is very broad 
and long. 

The City is built upon a Mountainous Soil, about 50 miles from Nanking j 
The Walls of the City are both high and ftrong, and are likewife fortified with 
Bulwarks : Within the City ftands a well built Tower i the Streets are very 
full of windings and turnings, which makes them very troublefom to Inch as ufe 
them. The firft Street, which lies on the left hand as you cpme in, has feveral 
Triumphal Arches ftandingin it, very Artificially built, according to the Chinefe 
fafhion *, but befide tbefe Ornaments, there is nothing rare in this City, for the 
Houfesare but mean and (lightly built. 

Yet in Profpea of this chief City lye feveral ftately Temples, whereof the 
biggeftand chiefeftare builc upon the Mountains Quangliu , Jutnxiu : The In- 
habitants round about worfhip thefe Mountains, upon which dwell a great com- 
pany of Priefts and Friers j each Prieft and Frier has a little Hutch, where he 
daily Cruciates and Afflifts himfelf by Scourging and Dilciplining his bodv ; cn- 
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during which Caftigation makes him a miracle to thofe people of implicit faith, 
who fancy thefe their fufterings merit after Death the higheft Felicities in ano- 
ther world j for they believe that their Souls -are tranflated after their Deaths into 
other Bodies. The Inhabitants told us, that upon the Mountain Quanglu , there 
are as many Cloyfters as days in the year : they faid likewife that this Moun- 
tain was always covered with Clouds and Fogs, though each where round, fair 
and ferene weather. The Country produces ftoreof Hemp, whereof the In- 
habitants make themfelves Cloths for Summer, which very much keep off the 
heat and fcorching of the Sun. 

On the Weft-fide of this chief City lies alfo a Hill, which the Chittefcs call 
Kien ; the Water that falls from the brow of this Hill, is held by the Chinefes very 
fovcraignfor feveral Difeafes. The Pool Foyang divides the Territories belong- 
ing to this chief City, into two parts, both which are very fruitful in Rice, and 
Corn of all forts. 



Upon the 29. we made for the City of being the fourth fmall City of 

*5 City KieH^iangy to furnifli our felves with Provisions. This 

City hes forty miles from the fore-going chief City of Nanking , upon the 
narrow of the Lake Foyang , and upon the right fide of the River Kzang y which 
mingles with it, and receives no fmall (hare of its Water. On the North-fide of 
this City appears a very Pleafant and Antique Rock, which (as is to be feeninthe 
annexed Print) hung fomewhat over the River, rnoft delightful to the eve, being 
over-grown with Trees: At the bottom of which Mountain flood a large and 
beautiful Idol Temple. The Walls of this City are very thick and high, and for 
c greater fafety of the City, are guarded in feveral places with Foot Sotildiers : 
This Cuy drives a handfom Trade, full of people, and well built ; all manner 
f rovifions fold cheap, efpccially Filh, which yields little or no price. 

the Wa"ves and^-^ 3 "j? whkh » Stone Bell; for 

wJil K d B . ,ll ° w L s . wh, f [ > nfeoutof the Pool Foyang, in foul andftormy 
Weather, beatagamft thts Hill, and occafion thereby fuch a ftrange and ringing 
noife, that it very much rcfembles the found of a Bell. ^ § § 

We were no fooner come to an Anchor, but thenews of the Arrival of the 
Hollanders, filled the whole City with joy, f 0 that both old and young came run- 
ning 
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n,ng to (hore o tos and our Veffels, who beheld us with great admiration 
and fain would have been talking to us, ff the difference of Language had „"’ c 
hindered : We caufed our Trumpets to found that old Tune of William of Naf- 
fa«, luppofing to have delighted them i but on the contrary, they were fo much 

affrighted with their Brazen voice, that they ran roaring with full fneed to 
lhelter in the City. r 

Having provided our felves with neceffaries, we departed from this place 
and came to P engce. , the fifth final I City of the chief City o iKieubjan* Thus far 
we were come upon the River Can, fromKanchen to Nanking, and from thence 
we pafled over the Pool Payang, and came into the River Kiang, which we to fur- 
ther our Voyage to Peking. , were to Sail up Eaftward. This River Kiano , which 
Signifies the Son of the Sea, divides all China into Northern and Southern, Hi- 
ding from Weft to Eaft, and receives feveral names from the Provinces through 
which he runs. & 

This City P engce lies thirty miles from Hukett, behind an Ifland on the Eaft- 
fidcof the River Kiang, and has behind it high and famous Hills ; it is a well builr 
place, but far lefs then HhI^h. 

Not far from this P engce lies a Mountain called Siaocu, which is fo fteep, high, 
and inacceffible, that no body ever fealed the top } it lies furrounded in Water* 
and has on the South-fide a final 1, but very fafe road for Ships in foul weather. 

Upon the Southern fide of the River Kiang, lies alfo a Hill called Mai^ng, 
talk’d on with terrour through all China, near whofe skirts happen fo many 
Shipwracks j for if the Pilot mifs never fo little his Steerage, they feldom cfcape 
bilging on his Neighbouring Rocks. 

The Embaffadours went with fome of their Followers afhore upon thefaid 
Ifland, but were forced immediately to return, having obfervedthe footing of a 
Tiger, which are very numerous in this Countrey. YVhen the Chinefe Pilots faw 
our Cook going to make afire to drefs Dinner, they came into the Cabin to the 
EmbaiTadours, fell down upon their knees, and earneftly entreated that they 
would forbid any fuch thing to be done, for that (as they faid) there was a certain 
Spirit who kept himfeJf under water about this Pool, and appeared in the Ihape 
of a Dragon, or great Fifth, and had the command over this Countrey, whofe 
nature and confiitution was fuch* that he could not endure the feent in his 
Nofe of Roafted Poultry, Boylcd Bacon, or other favory fmells *, for fo foon 
as he was fenfible of any fuch thing, he immediately railed a fiorm, whichdid 
infallibly cart away the Veflel. The Embafifadours at their earned: entreaty, fent 
word to the Cook that they would be contented with a cold Dinner for that day. 
During the difeourfe, there appeared playing in the Water two or three Tunny 
Fifhes, which put the poor Chine fes into no little affright, in regard they imagined 
that the Water-Spirit had already given order for the carting away of their 
Veflel. 

, Thus far we had travelled throughthe Province of Kiangft , when about noon 
we came in fight, beyond this City Pingce , of two Colurtines which rtood in the 
middle of the River, and divide the Kingdom of Kiangft S rom that of Nanking, 
into which we were now come : But before I relate the ‘equel of our journey, 1 
fhall give you in fliortthe number of the great and fmall Cities of this Province, 
and the furtheft extent thereof. 

Eaft and South-eart this Province of Nanking (which is reckoned for the ninth 
Province among the fifeeen) is wafhed with the Sea j on the South it borders 
upon the Province Chekiang, on the South-weft upon Kiangft , on the YVcft upon 
Httpang, North- weft upon Honan , and the reft upon Xantung. 

. In- this place formerly they kept the Court of the Ancient Chirtefe Emfpc- 
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rours j and though the Imperial Palace be removed to Peking, yet till the laft 
Tartar War, the Court of the Emperours did continue in the chief City of this 
Province called Kiangning j but the Tartars in their laft Invafion, did not only 
totally deftroy and deface all Royal Palaces, and Imperial Courts, which were 
moft noble Edifices, but they altered the very name of the Province, and of the 
chief City, namely, the Province which formerly bore the name of Nanking-, they 
called it Kiangnan’-, and the chief City which was formerly called Ingtien , they 
called it Kiangning, depriving alfo this chief City of all its Royal Splendour and 
Priviledges. 

As this Province far exceeds all other in Goodnefs, and Richnefs of Soil , 
fo likewife in Trade and Commerce \ for here are the chiefeft Cities of all 
China, each whereof famous for Traffick ; no lefs does this Kingdom abound 
in Shipping above all the reft, for the number of all manner of Veflels is fo 
great, that it feems as if all the Ships of the whole World were harboured there $ 
but ’twill be no wonder if you confider the fituation of the Rivers, which run 
through this Countrey, for by them they can pafs by water into any part of China , 
and all Veflels which are bound higher up, muft meet there, which leflens the 
wonder of fo great Fleets of Ships together in that part: Andbefides, all Veflels 
come to this Province out of the River Kiang i through broad Navigable waters, 
made either by Art or Nature, and are called the Royal Channels. 

The Natives of this place are generally very Civil, Witty, Serviceable, and 
Mannerfyj it likewife breeds 1 great ftore of able Handicrafts-men, who prove 
moft excellent in their feveral ways. There are likewife here very Learned Men, 
brought up in their Schools of Literature. 

It produces great ftore of Cotton and Silk, which makes there fo many Weavers, 
who work in either Commodity } but this is the Womens bufinefs, and the Men 
follow Husbandry and other Employments, or elfe look to the Children, while 
the Women Spin. This Seat of Nanking is fo famous through all China y that 
whatfoever is made in it, is preferred before any thing of the like nature wrought 
in other parts of China. 

In this Kingdom lye fourteen chief Cities, and command over i io fmall Cities. 

The fourteen chief Cities are thefe *, Kiangning, Fungyang, Sucheu, Snngkjang, 
Cbangchcu, Chinkjang , Tangchen, Hoaigan, Luchen, Gankjng , Tailing, Ningqne , 
Cbicheu , and Hoeicheu. 

Kiangning-, called alfo Ingtien and Nanking, commands over feven Cicies, as 
Kiangning, Kiuyung, Lieyang , Liexui, Caoxun, Kiangpu, an dLoho. 

Fungyang commands over eighteen Cities, as Fungyang, Linhoai, Hoaiyven, 
Tingyven, Vhn, Hung, Xeu , Hokjeu, Mungching , Sn, Hiutai, Tienchang , So, Ling- 
pi, lug, T acho„ Hao, and lngxan. 

Sucheu commands over feven Cities, as Sucheu, Quenxan, Changxo, Uhjang, Kia- 
ting , Taicang , and Cungnting. 

Snngkjang commands over three Cities, as Snngkjang, XanghaV, Cingpu. 

Changcheu commands over five Cities, as Changcheu, Vufte, Kiangyn, Gn thing 
and Cinkiang. 

Chinkjang commands over three Cities, as Chinkjang, Tanyang and Kintan. 

Tangchen commands over ten Cities, as Tangcheu y Tchin, Taihing, Caoyeu, Hing- 
hoa , Pacyng,Iai , Jucao , Tung, and Haimuen. 

Hoaigan commands over ten Cities, as Hoaigan y Cingho } Gantung, Taoyven,Moy- 
ang, Hai, Canyu, Pi, Sociven, and Cinnning. 

Luchen commands over eight Cities, as Luchen, Xnching, Lukiane, Vuoneu Cao , 
Logan, Jugxan, and Hoxan. * * ’ 

Gauging commands over fix Cities, as Ganhjng, Tnngching, Cienxan, Taihn, Sn - 
fang, Vangkjang. Taiping 


7 * 


Sutherland Eajl*India~Company . 

Taiping commands over three Cities, as Taiping, Vuku> and Fachang. 

Hingque commands over fix Cities, as Ningqne, King, Taiping , Cingte, Ningqtte , 
and N anting. 

Ciphcii commands over fix Cities, as Cicheu , Cingyang,Tungling, Xelai , Kiente , and 

Tnnglieit. 

Hoeicheu likewife over fix Cities, as Hoeicbett , Hicuning> Vuyven , Kimuen , In, 
and Ciekiy 

There are befide all thefe, four other ordinary Cities in this Province, which 
the Chinefes call Cbeu , and fome other lefs Cities which they call j The four 
Cities are, Quangte , Hocheu , Cbeuceu , and Sincben. 

Quangte commands over one City called Kienping , Hocheu over Hanxan , 
chm over two others, CiveneKao, and Taigan * Siucbeu over four, Sztftf, Tanxan, 
Fung, and Poi. 

The Chinefe Poll-Book of this Kingdom, makes mention of nineteen hundred 
fixty nine thoufand eight hundred and fixteen Families, as alfo of ninety nine 
hundred fixty feven thoufand and four hundred and twenty nine fighting Men. 

The yearly Revenue which this Province pays to the Empcrour, confifts of fifty 
nine hundred ninety five thoufand and thirty four Bags of Rice, of fix thoufand 
eight hundred and fixty three pounds of unwrought Silk, of eight and twenty 
thoufand four hundred and fifty two Pieces of Cloth, and of two thoufand twenty 
feven Rowls of Woven Hemp Cloth- This Province furnifhes likewife the Empe- 
rours Stables with fifty eight hundred four thoufand two hundred and feventeen 
Trufs of Straw or Hay, and feven hundred five thoufand and one hundred pounds 
of Salt j all which being valued together, will amount to an incredible Sura, 
befide what is paid in Money, which amounts to thirty two millions of Duckets, 
as I was credibly informed by fome of the Grandees of the Province i which 
is not incredible, confidering the vaft Cuftoms which are paid to the Emperour 
for all goods Exported out of the chief City of Nanking. The City of Xangbai 
alone pays yearly to the Empetour for the Toll of Wool, the fumof two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand Duckets *, it is no wonder then that this Province pays 
in the whole fuch great fums of Money. All great Shops and Inns pay monthly 
thirty Toel of Silver, or elfe the Tartars come and quarter upon them in their 
Houfes, and mifufe them at their pleafure* 

l a.jinuw— ■ i i | '■ ■ ” 1 


TOistglov 



■* 




The Embassy of t he 

Ur^l^^wrome to Tonghn, orTonglicn, thefixth final} City of the 

thirteenth chief City Chichen, and the firft place we came at m this Province of 
thirteentn cm . y and Ives clofc to the South-fide of the River Ki- 

£? . r u-jic anf i Vales * it is furrounded as well on the Water-fide, as toward 

Swhi £.n S w ,n, » lth -rhi, 9i , y 

(hows very beautiful as you approach it upon the River, but within it lyes in a 
moft lamentable condition, for the Tartar proceeded with fo much fury againft 
it, that they have left nothing defaced, that deferves any notice to be taken of, 
onlythereis one Street that has fome Houfes Handing in it, the reft are all de- 
ftrovcd except the Governours houfe, which is in reafonable good order. 

The Maeiftrates or Governours of the City T onglicn, fent a Congratulatory 
Letter to the Embaffadours upon their Arrivals, as alfo fome Prefents for the Ta- 
ble but not accepted. TheTraffick of this City was on y Timber, fo that the 
place more refembled Norway then China : About two miles beyond this, we law 
an I (land lying in the bofom of the River Kiang called Sanglo. 

Not far from this Tonglmt, near the River fide, rife a Mountain called Ate*. 
hoa, or the Nine-headed Mountain, much like the Sun-flower when hanging down 

th Two ' ’ miles from this Tonglim, we faw in our paffage planted on this Rivet 
Kirn, the tenth chief City Ganking, the moft famous City of this Country, which 
abounds in Wealth and Trade ; becaufe no Goods are brought out of other parts 
to the chief City of Nanking, but they muft firft pafs by this. 


r e ~n 



Upon the 30. we part by with our whole Fleet, to the City of Anhing , called by 
fome Chicken, and the chief City of this Royalty of Nanking, lying upon the 
South-fide of the River Kiang, and is about two miles in circumference. Upon 
the River lies a very fine Suburb well Built, with good Houfes and Idol Temples : 
The Walls which inverted the City, were above twenty five foot high, and Arti- 
ficially raifed with Watch-Towers and Redoubts : Toward the Land lay a very 
pleafant Hill, cloathed with Trees, upon which ftands a Heathen Fane, where 
the Neighbouring Inhabitants round about, Prefent what they have to the Deity 
of that place’ This Temple ftands Crowned with a Stately Steeple, afpiring with 
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The Country, though Hilly, yet abounds with all manner of Provifions, and 
alfo plentifully fupplycd with what they want from the adjacent Markets, by the 
River Kiang. 



Toward the evening we came to Tungling', the third finall City of the Metro- 
polis Chicken \ This Tungling is fituated moft delightfully, furrounded with the 
variety of Woods, Hills, and Dales : This City, though fmall, is well built, and 
Walled in , in the Front a Land-lockd Harbour for Veifels to fhelter in Stormy 
weather, which very much enriches this place : Upon the corner of this fafe Port, 
it is guarded with a ftrong Caftle, not only defending of the City againft any Ho- 
ftilelnvafion, but alfo for the protefling the Harbour and Velfels. 

Whilft we were taking a view of this place, the Inhabitants told us, that not 
far from thence, on a Hill, was a very rare Eccho : We went out of cunofity to hear 
this Novelty, clambered up the Hill, and there founded our Trumpets ; who 
returned our Notes moft diftin&ly, to our great admiration. ...» 

Near to this Tungling rifes the Mountain Hing, fo named from the Apricock* 
which grow thereupon in great abundance. Having fat.sfied our eyes with 
the view of this place, wefet Sail the next day, and came upon the third of May 
to a Caftle called ‘Up**, near the River King, not far from the following City 
c , 7 : n a four-fouare form (according to the annexed Print) belted with a large 

Stone* Wall ; amidft this fortrefs is a ftrong well built Temple, with a high Roof, 
and the infide curioufly adorned with Pictures. 
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The fame day we arrived at 'Vfu, the fecond fmall City of the eleventh Metro- 
polis called T aiping, laying our Veffels clofe aboard the Walls of the City : This 
Town lies in an Ifland of the River Kiang ; the Suburbs of this place are very 
populous, and full of Commerce ■> upon each Angle of this Ifland are ftrong 
Block-houfes, but neither Mann’d nor Guns mounted on them; This City is 
cryed up through all China for Arms, for the Inhabitants aremoft dexterous and 
exquifite in making all manner of Military neceflaries } no City in all China to be 
compared with this for in fuch works they are likewife very skilful, and in 
making of Lamps both great and fmall. 



Upon the 4. we paft by the third chief City called Teytong, which fome alfo call 
Taiping, lying upon the right fide of the River Kiang, in an Ifland there made 

by 
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ther Ifland called Htao , all of one entire Stone : In this Rock were feveraf Holes 
andConcavit.es wherem bred abundance of night-birds 5 the I lie from thence 
denominated Htao Not far from this City, toward the South-eaft, IyL larne 
Lakeor Pool called Tanyang , which as well as the River Rung, divides and water! 
the whole Countrey of this chief City, which very much enriches the Grounds 
round about making them fat, sfie the greedy Husbandman. We underftood 
by the Cbmefes that this had been a ftately City, well Built, and full of Trade, 
but the Tartars totally Ruined her in their laft Wars. Three gallant Towers we 
faw upon the River fide as we failed along; by thefe Towers we might under- 
ltand in what a famous condition this Countrey had been. 

Upon the fame day we came in fight of that Renowned and Royal City of 
Hanking, which is juftly called the chief City of the Province of Hanking ; we 
came to Anchor in the Harbour, and lay with our Vcflels before the Gate Sui* 
finton , which fignifies the Water-Gate. 

The Embafladours went the next day to vifit the three Governours of this City, mie 
and were carried in Paladins, and their Followers waited upon them on Horfe- o£ 
back . They were likewife conducted in great State by the Agent of the young 
Vice- Roy of Canton , who {redded in this City, and by two M.andorines who came 
from Canton in the abfence of Pinxenton , who lay Oil! behind. 
k The chief Governour (hewed the Embaffadours his with-drawing room, and 
made them, after accuftomary Complements, to fit down next to him : He was a 
Chinefe , born in the City of Leoatnng y but of a very civil behaviour the Em- 
bafladours (hewed him a Letter of the Prefents which were defigned for him, 
but he would not receive them, they having not yet feen the Emperour. After 
they had difeourfed a while with this firfi Governour, they took leave, and went 
to thefecond, alfoa Chinefe , and born at Leoatnng } who (hewed himfelf no lefs 
courteous then the former : He caufed the Embafladours to fit down with(aIinoft) 
the fame Complements, and received the Letter with great civility from them, 
which nominated his allotted Prefents ; but he illiterate himfelf, gave it to one of 
his Commanders to read, and on the former account refufed to accept of them. 

From hence they went to the third, who dwelt in the wall of the old Impe- 
rial Palace *, he fent for the Embafladours, who came to him in his Chamber, 
having his Wife with him : The Apart four-fquare, with Benches round about 
covered with Silk, and a Stove to warm the room in Winter, in which they burn 
Reed, Wood there, being very fcarce. This Governour was by Birth a Tartar , 
a young well-fet Man, but underftood not the Chinefe Language, therefore his 
Sons were Interpreters. His Wife, a proper and comely Dame, fpoke more then 
her Husband, and firangely inquifitive about Holland \ She was not difmayed at 
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ftrange Arms, but like a bold Virago drew out our Swords, and diicharged 
our Pifiols, which much delighted her ; the room filled prefently with Tartar 
Gentlewomen, who belonged and waited upon this Lady, and brought a great 
Silver Kettle full of Thea, mingled with Milk and Salt, and placed it in the mid- 
dle of the Chamber, ferved about with Wooden Ladles, pouring into the like 
Diflies to all the company, who drank thereof : The Thea thus mingled they 
drank in Wood, but the clear T^made only with Water, they drank in httle 
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^^ps^dotherdr.nKas Cbin.fi Beer, and Za,nf°» made of Rice, they 
drink in Silver. ,,, tWcivillv received and treated, took 

The Embafladotirs, after tkyhadbee^thus^vmy^re* who lt the 

cave, and went vvtth H ^ as ayoung lufiy Man, and had his lodging 

ame time came from r A £ f , V ‘ j t t h e imperial Palace } but all 

n an old Ruinous condition, without any Furniture but two 

things were in difordet ,and y f or TAm : His Horfes, 

SSTSft SSS prLnels, went up and down in the 

Court, the Sables bei »g condufledby the Agent to 

From this Tartars dodging , made ready by his order for them* 

iiis own houfe to a fu®P tu ° 1 ’^ with al) manner c f Dainties : Where they 

where he entertained them 8 . ... too | ; l eav e, and returned to their 

Sma V*« ■» «-s, 6»»s »" j »-*• ~i* 

,hijl, t‘U- -oil Pleafow, .Ko Soil I» 

Sift ftSJSS «- — ? 

Streams are Navigable for great : Veffel -Her Cfc», 

old Cbinef' Emperours, the it^vluftre ^hc Race of T^, till they 
and Tanga : Here alfo reigned many Lultres, , , Defigns of the Tartar: 

removed to Fe^, the better to prevent te who named it Kittling, which 

The Founder of this City was Gmns, Knig ot C«, who n a m 4 

Unifies a Golden Countrey^ calledit KUny' 

and conquered all Cbwa gave ,t again the name ot K,a«gm ^ Graff> 

Where this City borders on the FlfverK/^} it hatr 1f r 

them conveniently ^heCiy who ^ < through, fo that 

trey, covers a Flat, wi h levcrai i a » Town on that fide. Over thefe 

you may come with laige VciL.s up * Accoidinsr to all Chinefe 

Channels are fevetal Stone Bridges very rarely Bu.lt Ac d^g J 

Horfe-men who in the morning fetting forth at one and the fame Gate, parte , 
riding contrary, and they fay, met not till the 

would have us guefsat the vaft circumference of the ; WaHs of their City. T 
Firft Veftureof the City is above thirty foot high, built Artificially ofSton , 

Bread Works, and Watch Towers: _ j 

There are thirteen Gatesin this Wall, whofedoors are Plated with Iron, and 
guarded day and night with Horfe and Foot ; fome of thefe Cates reft upon Tour 
ot five Arches, through which you pafs before you come into the City. W e lay 
with our Velfels before the Gate Suifwiott, or Water-gate ; fo great a number ot 
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people pafs daily to and again through d^Gate, that there is no^L^ 
out without much crowding • Thechicf Streets of the City are twenty eight oa 
ces broad, very neatly paved, and ftrait : In the night there is fuch good order ob 
ferved for the preventing of Houfe- breaking, or difiurbance in the Streets thar 
there is not the like in any part of the World . haC 

The ordinary Burgers Ho ufes are but mean, built without any convenience and 
ftand all with the crofs ridges next to the Street j they have but one door to <r 0 
in and out, and but one room to Eat and Sleep in : Next the Street over the Win- 
dow (upon which thofe that drive a Trade, expofe their Commodities to Sale) 
appears only a four-fquare hole to let in light, which is commonly covered with 
Reeds, inftead of Glafs, to prevent Gazers that walk in the Streets from look- 
ing in. . 



■■ « J * _« 


/ 

/ TheHoufes are but one Story high, they are covered with White Pan- Tiles, 
and the out-fide are made White with Chalk. 

Such as dwell in thefe ordinary Houfes, drive very mean Trades ; but the 
Shops of the chief Citizens and Merchants, are filled with all manner of rich Chi- 
nefe Wares, as Cottons, Silk-StufFs, China Difhes, Pearls, Diamonds, <&c. Before 
each Shop (lands a board, upon which is inferibed the name of the Mafter in Gold 
Letters, as alfo what Goods they fell *, befide thefe boards, ftands(asisexprefled 
in the annexed Print) a high Pole, which reaches above the Houfe, upon which 
they hang Penions and Flags, or fomething elfe, wherein they (as we in Europe 
with our SignsJ) make known their Habitations. They have here, as through all 
China , no coined Money, but they pay for fuch Commodities they buy, linall 
pieces of Silver, which are of different value and weight, and though you buy 
never fo little, yet you muft always have a pair of Scales about you, if you will 
not be cheated in the weight of the crafty Chinefes , by weighing in their own 
Scales } for they have commonly two forts of weights by them, and are lo nimble 
and deceitful in their ballancing, that you had need of Argus eyes when you buy 

any thing of them. r . 

This great City is alfo fo populous, that there arc above ten hundred thoulanti 
people dwelling in it, and yet Provifionsof all lorts are to be had there in great 
abundance, at a fmall rate, all the yearlong ; the rcafon whereof is, the fertility 


of the Soil roundabout. Amongft other Fruits, there are rnoft delicious Cher- 
ries fold for little or nothing in this City. Befide the vaft number of People, 
there Ives a Garrifon of forty thoufand T arms : Here refides alfo the Governour 
of the* Southern Provinces, in the name of the Emperour. This City exceeds 
likewife all others , for (lately Idol Temples, Towers, Rare Edifices, Tri- 
umphal Arches : But the Emperours Court or Palace formerly exceeded all the 
reft of the Buildings, wherein the Emperour of China was wont to rdide, with 
the fame State and Pomp, as now at prefent the Great Cham at Peking. This 
Palace was fituated on theSouth-fide of the City* built four-fquare, furrounded 
with a Wall, which contains the greateft part of the City *. Each fide of the fquare, 
wherein this Palace was included, contained in length one mile, and three 

third parts of a Dutch mile and as much as can be difeerned by the decayed 
Walk and known from the Inhabitants, this Court, or Palace, with all belong- 
ing, was as big as Harlem in Holland. Within the firft great Gate lay a large 
Court which led to the four-fquares, and was paved with fine fmooth Stone. The 
T[art ars feated themfelves near to an Idol Temple called Paclinxi^ wheie they 
built themfelves feveral Hutts, leaving the Chinefesto dwell in the City, and there 
to drive their Trade. The buildings are all of a hard fort of Stone, which the 
Natives have moft curioufly Painted with a Yellow Colour, that when the Sun re- 
fle&s on them, they Aline like Gold. 

Over the Gate of the fecond Court of this Palace, hangs a great Bell, about two 
Mens length in height, and three Fathom and a half in circumference, whofe 
thicknefs contained near the fourth part of a Yard : The Chinefes made gr e at 
brags of the found of this Bell, as if the like were not to be heard of again in all 
China , yea, notin the whole World ; but when we came and ftruck upon it, we 
found it fufficiently dull, and the Mettal not fo good as that of ours in 

Jtiiiwojyc • 

And though the Tartars in the laft War did not much deprive and impair this 
City of its former Luftre and Splendour (no City efcaping better then this Nan- 
jing) yet however the ftately Palace of the Kings, was totally deftroyed by them. 
It isfuppofed that the Tartars did this for no other end or caufe, but out of a 
particular hatred and grudge which they bore to the Family ofT siminga, who 
Governed till the Court was removed from thence to Peking. 

Though this Nankjng, by the removing of the Imperial Court to Peking, was 
thus deprived of herantient Glory and Splendour } yet flic Phows its former and 
antient Obedience, by, fending of extraordinary Prefent* yearly, beyond all 
the reft of the Cities, to the Emperour. 

Firft of all, every three months five Ships are Pent from thence laden with all 
manner of Silks, and Woollen Cloths, to the Emperour at Peking : Tbefe Ships 
are called in the Chinefe Language hungyehuen, which fignifies Ships with Dra- 
gons Cloths, becaufe they are fent to the Emperour, whofe Blazonry is thwack’d 
with Dragons. I muft confefs that in all my life time, I never faw any Ships to 
exceed thefe for Riches and Bravery *, for without they are fo very much Guilded 
and Painted, that it made our eyes dazzle to look on them ; and within they were 
likewife moft curioufly contrived, and adorned with Images: This one thing alone 
is enough to difeover the ingenuity of thefe People. 

The City fends likewife, for a Prefent to the Emperour, certain Fifli, which are 
taken before her Walls in the River Kiang , in May and June, and are called by 
the Chinefes Siyit ; but by the Portuguejfes who live there, they are called Savel : 
And though the. way from Nanking to Pekjng , is more then two hundred Dutch 
miles, yet they have a way to Tranfport them to the Emperours Court frelh and 
good j for a great number of Men are appointed to draw the Boats day and night, 

who 
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who are relieved upon the way with frefh Men, fo that they perform the journey 
in eight or ten days at the fartheft, and is in a manner the fame fpeed with ridina 
Poft in Europe. They likewife fignifie by Letters from place to place the hour o*T 
the day when the Barques are arrived ; and if the Emperour be pleated, they 
never fail to fend twice a week. 3 

As we were liding out one day to take the Air, and to view the City, we pad 
by the Gate of the old Imperial Court, where fat a great Tartar Lady, with her 
fervants waiting upon her, about forty years of Age .* She very civilly fent to our 
Interpreter to invite the Embaffadours into her Houfe ; Jacob cle Key^er hereupon 
lighted, and the Lady then made towards him : She was very debonair and free, 
looked upon our Swords, and much admired their bending without breaking : She 
took the Embafiadouis Hat, and put it on her own Head, and unbutton’d his 
Doublet almoft down to his Wafte : Afterwards (he led the way into the houfe, 
and defired him to follow, appointing one of her Attendants to conduft him, who 
brought us into her appartment, where we found her (landing with her Daughter , 
about half her age, waiting our coming, in great ftate. 

The Daughter was clothed in a Violet-coloured Damask Gown, and the Mo- 
ther in Black Damask, and had both of them their Ears hung with Rings , their 
Hair braided and twilled about their Heads with firings of Pearls; but over their 
Hair they wore little Caps made of Reed, with a Tasfle upon the Crown of Red 
Silk* 1 Theft Cloths reached down to their Heels, tyed about the middle with a 
broad Ribbon, and buttoned down from the Neck to the Wafte : Their Shooes 
were of Black Leather, their Faces unmask’d without any Painting. They had 
us into a large withdrawing room unfurnished, only a few Benches covered with 
Silk, upon which they defired us to fit : They drank to us fevcral times in their 
liquor made of Beans, which is very ftrong, but agrees wondrous well with their 
conftjtutions. They fet before us alfo fome of their Sweet-meats, much in- 
treating us to Eat, excufing the meannefs of the Entertainment, her Husband be- 
ing abfent. 

Having taken leave of thefe Ladies, we rid to fee a famous Temple, which 
the Chinefcs caliPaolinxi ; but this name of Paolinxi , not only denominating 
the Strufture, but alfo a great Plain, which (as is to be feen in the following 
Cut) contains feveral Fanes, Edifices, a Purceline Tower, and other Rarities. 
Amongft other Buildings ere£led upon this Plain, they (hewed us one great Stru- 
cture, which exceeded all the reft in Art, Beauty, and Coft, wherein hung at leaft 
ten thoufand Images, all made of Plaifter ; fome were fix foot long, but the mod 
were only one, which were hung round about the Galleries and the Walls, in 
handfomandexaft order. The Heathen received the EmbafTadours with great 
refpe&and civility, and fet open all the doors of their Temples. 
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In the middle of the Plain ftands a high Steeple or Tower made of Purceime, 
which far exceeds all other Workmanlhip of the Cbimfcs in coft and skill, by 
which the Chimfes have declared to the world, the tare ingenuity of their Artifts 

This Tower has nine rounds, and one hundred eighty four fteps to the top; each 
round is adorned with a Gallery full of Images and Mures, with very handfom 
lights (as is expreft in the annexed Print.) The out-fide is all Glazed over and 
Painted with feveral Colours, as Green, Red, and Yellow. The whole Fabnck 
confifts of feveral Pieces, which are fo Artificially Cemented, as if the work were 
all of one Piece. Round about all the corners of the Galleries, hang little Bells, 
which make a very pretty noife when the wind jangles them : The to P 
Tower was Crowned with a Pine- Apple, which as they fay, was made of Maliy 
Gold. From the upper Gallery you may fee not only over the whole City, but 
alfo over the adjacent Countries to the other fide of the River K wwg, which is 
a moft delightful Profpeft ; efpccially if you obferve the vaft circumference of 

the City, reaching with her Suburb to the River fide. _ = / 

This wonderful Pile (as they inform us) the Chinefcs built at their own charges, 
commanded by the infulting Conquerour the Tartar , to them a Pillar of Honour, 
to the Subdued of Obloquie, feven hundred years fince, when in like manner, as 
lately, they over-ran all China , bringing the whole Country under abfolute obe- 
dience. The now prevailing Foe, whether Conquered by the extiaorainary 
beauty and magnificence, would not permit the demolifhing nor defacing in the 
feaft of this noble Stru&ure, or whether they had it in their thoughts, that the 
prefervation of it would not only continue the memory of their firft Conquefts, 
but adde to their Fame this their fecond fubduingof them } fo nowit ftands firm 
and entire as at the fir ft. 

Round about this Plain are alfo Woods of Pine, where formerly were built 
goodly Edifices, where they interred their former Emperours, which the Tartars 
totally demolifhed. 

According to all outward appearance, we found thefe people to exceed not 
only all the reft of their Nation in Candour, Sincerity, and Civil Demeanour, but 
asmuch excelling in Science and llnderftanding. There are alfo feveral of the 
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Inhabitants of great Eftates, keeping like Port both in their Habits and Hofpita- 
lity : They enjoy here far greater Privilcdges then in a lets City, which the Tar- 
tars allow them, fuppoling that to be a Bridle to Rebellion. 

We found in this City of Nanking a Jefuite, his name Manuel Van Lifsbon , who 
came aboard the Veffels of the Embafladours to bid them welcome, and to invite 
them to Dinner, but they civilly excufed themfeives } but my felf, and the Secre- 
tary accepted of the invitation, and were very handfomly received and treated 
next day by him, with fome of the better fort of Chinefes, who were pleafed 
with our company, and to fignifie that they were Chriftians, ftrook upon their 
Breafts, and crofled themfeives. This Jefuite was of a very free, gallant, and open 
Spirit, earneflly defiring that we might have free Commerce in China : He came 

often to fee the Embafladours, and prefented them withfeveral Provifions for the 
Table, inviting himfelf to Dinner at the fame time. 

The Embafladours were very defirous to have writ from hence to Japan , but 
thev told us that that paflage was forbidden ; the occafion faid to be this, the un- 
fliorn Chinefes had complained three years before to the Emperour,that the Chine- 
/ex of Suitjien and Amei( who belong to the famou > Pyrate Coxinga) had done them 
fome injury in Japan, fo that they defired the Emperour to right them ; thereupon 
his Majefty returned them in anfwer, that they fhould go no more to Japan. The 
unihorn Chinefes are thofe who will not fubmit to the Government of the great 
Cham nor cut their Hair after the Conquerours fafhion : For when this Emperour 
had Conquered all China, he iflued forth a command, that the Chinefes fhould 
wear their Hair after their manner, all cut off, except one Tuft or Lock behind i 
which caufed fome thoufands of the Chinefes (who are very proud of thisOrna- 
ment) to lofe their lives forfeited to the Laws, rather then one fingle Trels. 

Having fpent about a fortnight in receiving and giving of vifits, we departe 
from this famous City upon the 18. of May, early in the morning. 

The Embafladours had made ufe by the way iof ordinary Barques and Boats 
till they came to this place, but now they were accommodated by the Covernours, 
with the Emperours own Veffels,' to carry them on in this their journey. Theic 
Veffels were very large and commodious, all Guilded l and Painted with Dragons 
that had open Mouths, and fierce Claws : On one end of thefe Imperial bottom., 
was a place for Mufick, to recreate the Paffengers on the way ; out the Em - 
dours defired to fparethem that trouble, and appointed that place for fome Chi- 
nefe Souldieni that came with them from Canton, to lodge in. r 

thtcfonfe Officer” Is Tixxatton and the two M mdorims, had alfo two others, and 
the Cam!u SouWier^ were put aboard with the Embaffadours, who were hkew.fe 

kin«, wefetfail,and paflby the Ship-bridge o ourtcen 1 called Suift- 

pointof the Walls of the City, fome twomdes fiom /._ 

won ( where we firlL arrived with our VeflclsJ th 7 pleet applyed 

nent Idol, to which the Marine Mon, ™ Ld 

themfeives to ofter up to this Demon or eniu n iieht have a fafe and 

Cocks-blood, to the end we (which he ve " 1 )' ^I'X/thTs^ tanner; the Swine 
profperous Voyage. The Sacrifice was performed after fhe Akar . Qu 

Ld Goats were fi? ft killed and cleanfedandafier^rdslj P - r[hcchi;fcft 

thefideofthis Altar flood feveral little Images, and behind Image, 
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Image, which is held for the Prote&or and Defender of this Temple, and to 
whom it was dedicated. The Cocks which I faw offered, were kill’d, and their 
blood kept and fprinkled upon the Images, which afterwards they wiped clean. 
During the Ceremony of the Sacrifice, the Priefts upon their knees made feveral 
Grimaces and Mutterings to themlelves, as if they and the God had been in fome 
earneft contrad difputing ; great Tapers burning all that while. 

After this Sacrifice we fleered our courfe Eaft-ward, and failed down the River 
Kiang with great fpced, having the Stream with us } fo that in the evening we came 
to a famous Village called IV, anbjien , where we flayed all night, and in the morn- 
ing early we fet Sail* and came upon the ao. of June to the City of Jejenjeen , 
which fome call Lobo. 



This Jejenjeen being the fixth and laft fmall City of the Capital City Mw- 
ktng, lyes about fixty miles from Nanking, on the North-fide of the River 
Kiang, whofe ftreams run into the large and open Eaji-Indian Sea. Here came 
feveral Beggars aboard us to fhow their Tricks ; amongft the reft there were two, 
who knocked their heads with fo much force one againft another, that we looked 
every moment to fee them fall down dead upon the place ; and in this gefture 
they continued till the Company had beftowed their Charity upon them ; for un- 
lefs they give them lomething, they never ceafe rancountring heads, till they kill 
each other, vvhich has often hapned. I faw likewife in this City another Beggar 
lying upon his knees, who feemed to mutter fomething to himfelf, afterwards he 
ftruck his naked head againft a black ftone, with fo much force and violence 
(which was round, and four fingers thick) that he made the Earth to fhake under 
him : lever al other tuch Feats they ufe to win remorfe from Strangers. 

T his f mall City of Jejcnjeen , which is delightful, and fituated near to the fide 
of the River Kiang, ftands on a fmall parcel of ground within Walls which 
are not very high, but ftrong and thick ; it is built mighty clofe, and adorned with 
fevetal Temples and Idolatrous Edifices, It has likewife a populous and well- 
built Suburb, and much Trade, fo that it might well pafs for a fecond City ; a true 
draught whereof you have in the annexed Print. 

Whilfl we Hayed in this City, the Interpreters told us, that the famous Pyrate 
toxinga had landed by fome means or other, with an intention to have furprized 

the 
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malice, and to rewe^Umfe^^'d^'Sd^^^ of°rfS 

Vcffcls which lay at an Anchor before the City, and carried away othe s 

to a confiderable number. They alfo told us, that about twenty miles from r" 

place, there werefive great and fruitful Iflands in the fame River Kun. which 

this Pyrate had chofen to harbour and Ihelter his Ships in (Winy weather. 

Having lam all night before this City, we fet Sail early in the morning, and the 

next day we found upon the North-fide of the River King, near to a Caftlc called 
Qnambeu, a large ftone Since at the head of a Channel, the work only of the 
Spade forced quite through the Countrey, to get into the Yellow River, andfo 
not be neceliitated to Sail round about out of one River into another. 

Thefe Artificial Channels, by reafon of their widenefs, and the greatnefs of the 

undertaking, and being made at the Empcrours charge, are called the Kinr 
Waters. & 


We then part by this Since, and fo came into the firft Royal Channel and from 
thence we got into the Yellow River : Well may this Channel bear the name of 
the Royal Water, fince there is nothing fopleafant to be feen in all the world i 
both tides of the Aquadut having not only fmooth large Banks , but planted 
alfo with ftately and fhady Trees. On the Weft and Eaft of this Royal Channel 
( for it reaches from South to Norths we fa w rich Paftures, and delightful Woods’ 
the like not tobe feen in all Afia •, thick fowed with wealthy Towns, Villages’ 
Pleafant Seats, and Dwellings opulent and ftately 5 infomuch that nothing can 
be more delightful, as if Art and Nature had ftroveto pleafe the Paffenger upon 
his way through this famous Channel. On the left fide thereof ftood a famous 
and renowned Image of the Idol Kinhgng^ who is highly adored by the Chineses : 
The Portraiture whereof you have in the fore*going relation. 



In the paflage, we faw at a diftance another great and Artificial Idol Temple, 
which was adorned with a very brave Tower of fix rounds, and called by the Chine- 
ses QttanggHamiait 5 a draught whereof you have in the annexed Print. A particular 

perfon had out of a miftaken Religious Zeal, ereted here at his own charge this 

Idol 
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; c ,. i- which ftands in a large and pleafant Field, and 

Idol, in honour of t is P > , nhlbitants> an d their Neighbours, offer 

is fur rounded ^manyHo^^^ ^ ^ Fruics> bcfides Bcafls, Cocks, 

up to this Idol with g fo tbe may be fuccefsful in their labours, and en- 

Hogs, Swine, » „ ’ A ,j Xravc Uers who pafs this way, bring commonly with 

W * I T "d Rkh Oferings to this Idol, their Temple Proteflor. The Chincfe, 

InTw who acSmpanyed us from Unton to Peking, were very defirous to 
and lartars^n , had performed their devotions (according to 

have ftayedhereawjulc^ Hogs, and Coats, for his blef- 

* he C “ nd a’ rofperous Voyage ; but the EmbafTadours were unwilling to ftay their 
fing, and a p p > vai | e( j w * lt h t o lofe fo much time, but refolved to 

haften AeirVoyage , being weary .of their vain Superftition However they gave 
halten t j & t p ee t hi s famous Idol Temple, which fhows very 

leave to fome o g Artificially built after the Chinefe fafhion ; within 

handfom'y at ad* J Longft all other Idolaters, the Chinefes 
a number of great and little : imag i which 5 are fixe d to the Walls. At the 

exceed m decoration o ^ where they prefent their Sacrifices to the 

upper en 00 g be feen in moft of the Stru&ures) hang abundance 

parted. 



Upon the 14. we came to the brave City of Jamcefu, which is called by fome 
XaJm , and is reckoned for the feventh Capital City of this famous Province of 
Nankin*. This City lies about 30 miles from Jejenjeen , it is built tour- Jquare, and 
furrounded with high Walls, and ftrong Bulwarks : It is very large, being at lealt 
five miles about, exceeding moft Cities in China for Wealth and Trade. The 
Inhabitants thereof deal in fcveral Commodities, but that wherein their chiet 
Trade confifts is Salt, Transported from thence into moft Provinces of Ch * na , : 
t his Salt is made of Sea-water, after the manner of ours in Europe. On the Ealt- 
fide of the City wc faw Handing a great m my Salt-Pans, wherein they boy ISea- 
liquor day and night : This Trade alone has fo very much enriched the Inhabi- 
tauta of this Town, that they have re-built their City fince thclaft deltruttion by 
1 he Tartars^ crewing it in as great Splendour as it was at firft. 
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Nofooner were we landed in this City, but the MW*r»« Vinxmon went in 
great irate to Saiute and Complement theCommiflioncrsofhis Imperial Maicfty 
and prefented him with four pieces of Red Cloths in the behalf of the Embaffa- 


Waresaspafs. The City is well builded, and hath feveral Channels running 
through, over which are many ftone bridges. On the Wcft-fide are very large 
Suburbs, which were formerly full of goodly Statures, but now moftofthem 
lye deftroyed in the laft Tartar War , yet fince re-edifyed more then a little ; there 
are alfo feveral Temples curioufly built, and moft richly adorned. 

Near this City a high Mountain thrufts up his head, called Ueng. Next day be- 
ing the 25. we departed from this place, and upon the right hand of this Royal 
Channel wefaw twelve Stone Ovens ; and not far from thence on the left fide of 
the Channel, lies the famous burial City of the Great Sultan , much adored an 
worfhipped by the Chinefes. About noon we came to a Village called Saupoa 
where at the fame time the Chinefes were celebrating the Feaft of the New yea: 
on the New-ycars-day, being then alfo Full Moon, with glad Acclamation, the 
lighting of fo many Candles and Bonfires, as if the whole City had been in' one 
great flame 5 they run likewife up and down the Streets in their No&urnals as 
fo many diftra&ed Bacchanals with Tapers in their hands, twified together in the 
form of Dragons. We were forced to ftay here awhile, till the MandorinePinx - 
enton and his Lady had alfo afffted at the folemnity of this Feaft. 

We found lying about this Village, in this Royal Channel, a great number ofall 
manner of ftrange built Veffels } but the mod to be admired at were two Barques 
or Sloops, which by the Chinefes are called Longfcbon , which fignifies a Serpent 
Boat.Thefe two Vcifels were built after a particular falhion^very curioufly Painted 
with all manner of Colours, that they feemed much to exceed thofe Boats which 
carry the FHh from Nanking to Pckjng for the Emperours ufe : And becaufe of 
their more ftrange contrivance of this” Boat, I thought good to take a draught 
thereof, which you have in the annexed Cut. 
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The Emperour hath here a Toll-houfe, where the Cuftoms are paid of all fuch 
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The Mould or caft of this fair Bottom, feems much like the form of our Wa- 
ter-Snake : The ftern hung full of ftrange Serpents, faftned with Ribbons of fe- 
veral Colours, which made a gallant (how ; at the ftern of this Veflel, hung like- 
wife two nimble Boys, who played Tricks and Gambols to delight the Spectators 
both above, and diving under Water. Upon the top of each Maft, which were 
three in all, Rood an Idol, very curioufly adorned with Silk Flags and Pennons; 
In like manner ftood on the Poop, an Image drefled with Ducks and Drakes ; the 
ftern was alfo thwack’d with numbers of Standards, fet out with Tasfles of Hair, 
Silk Flags, and long Feathers ; the Boat covered round with rich Silk : Under 
an upper high-rais’d Deck, full of Flags and Standards, fate twelve lufty Seamen, 
with gilt Crowns upon their Heads, clothed in Silk, their Arms naked ; thefe werfc 
fo dexterous at Rowing, that the Boat went at an extraordinary rate : They came 
aboard of the Embafladours, and feemed to be over-joyed at their arrival : The 
Embafladours requited their kindnefs with a return of fome Prefents, which they 
willingly accepted, wifhing them good luccefs upon their Voyage, and fafe re- 
turn into their own Countrey. Near the Ducks ftood a Chine fe with a Fork in 
his hand, and long Feathers in his Cap, who continually tortured thofe Poor Crea- 
tures, putting them in perpetual difquiet. 

The next day, being the 26. of May , we came to the City of Cajutfia, which is 
alfo called by fome Caoyeu , and is reckoned for the fourth fmall City of the Capi- 
tal Tancheu. This City we found lying upon the right fide of the Royal Navigati- 
on , near a great Pool which the Chinefes call Piexe, out of which runs plenty of 
Water into this famous Channel: formerly all fuch Vcflels as came from Nanking-, 
bound for Peking and the Northern Provinces, were glad to pafs over this Pool, 
to the great hindrance of Commerce and Navigation : For oftentimes in a foul 
feafon, they lay weather-bound before this City of Caoyeu , there being no ventu- 
ring over the Pool, till the wind were more filent, and the fwelling Billows more 
calm ; fo that for the benefit of Commerce and fafety of their Voyage, on the 
Eaft-fideof the Pool this Navigable Channel was made of fixty Fathom long, 
walled in with white ftone : The work moft noble and brave, and very much 
to be admired from whence they ftiould fetch fo many great white ftones, there 
being no fuch quarry in the adjacent parts. 

This 
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Rice, and is fo full of Buildings, as if thev were ad h produccs 8 rcat fore of 
Toward the Weft the Coun trey lies much nnde7w ^ n° ne COntinued Ullage, 
banks grows great ftore of Reed which hrino ■ ater > b “ c u P on the fides and 
publick, a, Kit the only firing theVlat ' for7o T~ g °°u RcVenuc to the 
Countrey. They boaft likewife^of ftore of W op' ^°' V "! t lls P arc of r| ie 
Mats. The great produfl of the Countrey confifiTof Rf ‘ 0<C ?‘! Sa | e mid ?' ° f 
ftands obliged to look after very narrow^ left b n *n R ’ t W Pcaiant 

much moifture, or too much hca dd^fo Zfc ^ gr ° Und . b > t0 ° 
upon the Crop, otherwife it fuddenly withers to ^ o Lt 
The Wind-mills therefore are to draw out the WaSmo fil C 
in as they think fit, to keep their hopes from burning up in a dry anThotVcafon- 
fo that by this means the Cbmef ete n ;oy twice a year a rich Harvcft of Fruits ’ 



Upon the 27 . of May , after that we had lodged all night before the City of 
Cwye#, we fet Sail, and came to the City of Faring, which is held for thefixth 
fmall City of the feventh Capital City Tangchen. This City which we found fitu- 
ated upon the Eaft-fide of the Royal Navigation, and furrounded with feveral 
ftrong Walls, in a round form a mile and half about, and fome twenty miles from 
Caoyen } ; toward the Eaft borders upon the Pool of Xeyang , and toward the 
South-weft near the Pool of Fkxe. By the Ruines of the Walls and great Edifi- 
ces, this City appears to have been formerly a very famous place, rich and popu- 
lous, but now very much Ruined and Deftroycd by the late War. Ainongft 
other Edifices which are yet ftanding, is a famous Idol Temple without the Wall 
on the North-fideof the City, built after the fafliion of the Cbinefes. The Royal 
Navigation runs quite through the Countrey up to the very Walls (as is exprefled 
iri the annexed Cut) by which means they water their grounds in a dry feafon ; 
This part of the Countrey is alfo full of draining Mills, to drain upon occafion. 




Upon the 28. we came to the famous Sea-Town of Hoaigan ^ which is reckoned 
for the eighth Capital City of this Province of Hanging ; It lies on the Eaft-fide 
of the Royal River, about 30 Englijh miles from fancier in a Flat and Morifli 
Soil,through the midft of which runs a Wall feeming to make two diftinft Towns *, 
but another Wall which furrounds both divifions, takes away the difti n aion, and 
renders it one entire City : One which lies toward the South is called Hoaigan , 
and the other the North- ka/t Tengehing j the former of thefe has ftately Suburbs, 
well Built, and full of People. On the right fide of this City, we faw the Fields 
full of Tombs and Grave-ftones. 

In this Capital City the Vice-Roy keeps his Court in great Splendour and State ; 
he has full power over the feven Southerly Provinces, and only ownes the Empe- 
perour for his Supream Head. His Office is to look after the Grand Cham's Re- 
venue, which confifts chiefly in Provifions of Rice, &c. which when got in, is 
afterwards Tranfported to Peking in his Majefties own Veffels. 
c jp n r th ® North-fide of the City we faw three great Torrents of Water i the 
i o t e e three, and neareft to the River Hoai , is the mail dangerous, and 
oes t e gieateft hurt. To prevent this River from overflowing the adjacent 
Countries, they have railed and made two great Sluces, with ftrong Banks on both 
tides, which confine him in his higheft Pride. 

In the Suburb of Hoaigan ftand two ToII-houfes, in the one the Cuftom is paid 
oial Goods and Merchandizes which pafs this way 5 in the other, of the Ships 

tleif Dikt" Ld°s ’ c f 1 V ; Tt w,tl ’ f°r pm of Ms Mone y tbe y maintain 

rupturefof Wate! UCCS ° f the City againft the fudden and violent 

verTSlunr^'n- IV/WP - 0 " * ground ’ y ct ,hc Countrey about it is 

Sthy Cfeens P ' of Rlce Corn ; the City is well built, and full of 

bv^the ChJrTrT' HCSa ftm °"; M ,° ,lntain > which "'ootsto the Sky, cai/d 
y the Cbmtfss 1 oiheu, upon which ftands a ftately Temple with Clovfters 

to lodge thofe who daily offer to the Idol of the place* The cLX come ftom 

w T, to ? is ,heir V’ ^ z^z 

fotinrhef-V f' 1. V Pr ? v ‘ nceof fills with ftrangc Mountains; 

form the Countrey of the fecond chief City F, mgyM&J ncar the g fcventh fma ,i 
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City Xcu, upon a Hill called C«^», was found a great lump of 
to be foveraign ,n feveral Diflempers : Some will have it, becaufe thi r«U , J 
io many D.feafes, that Chymifts made it. |„ the f ame Countrey, near to the Citv 
th 7 C ' S ^'-ble Mountain called Mo ymg , and known by the name of 

her Flo?k“: S ! CCaUfc “ fa> ’ * VCry ^ V formeHy 

The whole Countrey of this H™ has feveral Rivers running throuoh it 
befide .t s replentlhed wrth many Lakes. Amongft other Pools, you have hem thi 
great Pool ot Xcho, wh.ch toward the North is fituatednext to the great Indian 
ica, and waters various parts of tins Countrey which abounds with Filh 

Toward the Eaft of the chief City lies alfo a great Pool called Hun? which 
produces ftore of Reeds, whtch they ufe inftead of Wood, and for the mod pare 
lcarce through the whole Province. r 


Nofooner were the Embafladours arrived before this Capital City, but they 
lent lor Hor[es,Palakjns,and Litters, to go and falute the Vice-Roy and the Magi- 

l C the T Cat , her WaS fouI ’ the Covernours font their Meffenger 

to the Embafladours to thank them for their intended vifit, defiring to be excu 

fed from giving them the like trouble. The Mandarin e Pinxenton , according 
to his wonted cuftom,gave us a very Noble Dinner upon that day .• In the evenin? 
came Father Gafcomr z Jefuite (who lived in the City) to falute the Embafla- 
dours aboard their VelTels, and to bid them welcome into thofe parts ; he was 
very pleafant and civil, but did fo very much admire at our arrival, as if we had 
dropt out of the Sky, being very inquifitive to know, whither we were bound 
and upon what account ,we came thither. The Embaffadours (hewed themfel ves’ 
courteous and civil to him, giving him a handfome Entertainment for his viflt .* 
Hefeemed to be a very open hearted perfon, and made protection of a parti- 
cular inclination and affeaion to our Nation, offering the Embafladours his houfe, 
if they pleafed to accept of that, or any other fervice he could do them. He 
gave them likewife darkly to underftand, that upon their requeft and defire of 
tree Trade in China , or any thing elfe, they would meet with great oppofition at 
Y *k*ng from the Portuguefjes, who would do their utmoft: to hinder it, as we 
found afterwards in the fequel of our bufinefs. The Embafladours were very 
thankful to this Good Father for his kind and faithful admonition, who thereupon 
took leave, wifhing us a profperous Voyage. 

We flayed not long in this City, but the next day departed early in the morn- 
ing, and in our paflage, wefaw on both fides luxurious Fields, well manur’d, as 
likewife a great company of fmall Boats lying up and down in this Royal Chan- 
nel. In the evening at Sun-fet, we came to a famous Village called Siatnpn y at 
the entrance whereof lies a very great Sluce, through which we pafL 
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This Village is fituated (as is to be feen in this Print) betwixt the Royal Chan- 
nel, and the Yellow River, and of a very great length, handfomly adorned with 
Temples, and fair Houfes on both fides of the Water. 

This Place has feme Priviledges belonging to it, as alfo a Toll-houfe, where the 
7 olhmaft rs appointed by the Emperour refide, to receive Toll of all fuch Goods 
and Vcflels which pafs out of the Yellow River into the Royal Channel, or out 
of the Royal Channel into the Yellow River } as alfo which come out of the Pro- 
vince of Honan and other parts, and are carried up higher or lower. One of thefe 
Tc mailers (hewed himfelf far more fcrupulous then all the reft, for he fearched 
all our Vcflels, except thofe two in which the Embafladours were, to fee what 
was in them *, for he could not believe that they were all laden with Goods be- 
longing only to the Emperour. We lodged all night in this Village, and fet Sail 
early in the morning, and came that night to another Village called Neynemiao , 
into which we were let by two great Sluces, one after another : The Inhabitants 
told us, as indeed appeared by the Ruines, that in this Village formerly flood a 
great Caftle, which protected three Rivers, as the Yellow River on both fides, 
and the Royal Channel behind it : But the Tartars who made it their bufinefs 
to deftroy all Inland places, of ftrength, had likewife pulled down this Caftle. 
We lodged there all night, and the next day at Sun-rifing we fet Sail again, and 
came into a part of the great Yellow River, which is fo thick and muddy, that it 
is fcarce paflable. 

This River is called by fome the Saffron, from the Yellownefs of the Water ; 
at a diftance it feemsto be a thick Morifii Plafli, but when you come upon it, 
thefwiftnefs and great force of the Streams declare a running River, whofe Cur- 
rent hath fo much violence, that no Boats are able to Sail againft the Stream, but 
arc Towed up by a great number of Bargemen. In fome places this River is half 
a mile broad, and in fome more, but in length it reaches above 8co miles : The 
Cbinefe Saylors when imployed here, make this Water fit for ufe, and very clear, 
by flinging Allom into it, which finks the Mud to the bottom. 

Upon the firft of June we came to the little Town of Tanjenien, which is the 
fourth fmall City of the eighth chief City of Hoaigan. This we faw lying on 
the left fide of this Yellow River, fenced with a broad, ftrong, Earthen, or Mud 

Wall, 
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Wall Uiandfomc Buildings, and full of rich Inhabitants,who drive a fpecialW^ 

Cherries, and the like : W e A PP ! « , Pr nines, 

very reafonable rate. Tlicfe parts likewiCe Tho * r ,°. Vlll ™ s '" r t!,l | Krtchin at a 
other forts of Fowl. P ' ab ° Und Q- Ua 'l s > Plants, and 

dayT U Vo"n i\ n YeS Ri ‘'"‘ k b f Ut dcpjrted b?forc ni g ht - and failed at leaft three 
a) upon tin. Yellow Rivct, before we came to any conliderable place • At la li 

upon the fourth of the lam? month we drew near to thefmall Town of Tfll 

rhM| r,8 T^V l RiVer ’ ina I VC J de,ightfb ' Soi, > and at the Foofja 

Ca°ftk but veT flr^r ’Tu Buildin S s > nor Wall’, only one ftrong 
Caitle,but >etof great Trade, and hasmany rich Inhabirants who Traffick much 

with their Shipping At the entrance into the Town /lands a /lately Temple up- 
on a /leep Summit, feen in ProPpcS at a great di/lance ^ P P 

We faw likewife upon this Yellow River, which is continually plow’d with all 
manner of great and fmall Ve/Tels, not far from the Town /feveral floating 
Iflands which were fo Artificially contrived, that the be/l Arti/ls in Europe would 
but coldly be able to make the like of the fame Stuff; a common Reed which the 
PortHguefis ca\\ Bamboes twilled fo clofe together, that no moi/lure can pene- 
trate. Upon thefe Reeds the Cbinefes fet up Hutts, and little Houfesof Boards, 
and other light Materials, in which they live with their Wives and Children, as 
if they had their dwelmgs upon the firm Land : Some of thefe floating Iflands 
are able to contain at leaft 300 Families, and thofe that live in them fubfift for 
themoftpait by Commerce and Traffick in all manner of Commodities, which 
they carry from pUce to place upon the River; they are hurried down with the 
Stream, and Towed up by toylfome Bargemen : where ere they Hop Buying or 
Selling, they fallen their Floating Town with Poles fixed in the ground ; the 
torm and fafhion of thefe moving Towns may be feen in the annexed Print. They 
keep an teed aboard their Ifland all manner of tame Cattel, efpecially Hogs.* 
W erefoever they come, they continue lying for fome months before they re- 
move, and though they are people of feveral Languages, yet they make up one 
common Tongue whereby they underftand one another ; for throughout all 
China there are feveral Dialers, each Province having a particular one ; yet there 
is alfo one common Language, which they call the Mandorines or Court-tongue, 
being fpoke here both by the Grandees and their Followers. 
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After fome hours failing, we came into aether Royal Channel called Jun, 
iffuing out of the Yellow River toward the Weft through the whole Province of 
Xantung : we were topafs through this Channel to the City of Pekjng } the Pro- 
vince of Xantung into which we enter’d, is much enriched by this Artificial Chan- 
nel running through it, for all Goods and Commodities which are Tranfported 
out of China for Pelting, muft pafs this Cut. This great, broad, and Navigable 
Stream begins at the ninth fmall City Socien, upon the fide of the Yellow Riv r, 
and reaches to the City Cining, and from thence to L incing, there breaking into 
the River Guet. This Channel hath at leaft 6 o ftone Sluces to force back the 
water, which in fome places runs very low, and not Navigable if not for thefe 
Water- works ; on each Sluce eight Men attend to help through with the Veflels, 
who are maintained at the charge of the publick. 

As foon as we came into this Channel, we were prefently in the Province of 
Xantung, and upon the 6. of June , we came to a famous Village called Kia-kja. 
But before I give you a defeription of this Province, I fliall continue my Method, 
and firft relate unto you the confines of this Province, and the number of great 
and fmall Cities, 

The Province of Xantung is the fourth in number under the Northern Coun- 
tries i the Sea wafheth on the Sputh, Eaft, and North, and on the Weft-fide is 
environed with Rivers, infomuch that if you pleafe you may come by Shipping. 
On the North of Xantung lies the Province of fehjng, and on the South that of 
Nankjng, feparated by the Yellow River} the remaining part encompaffed with 
the Channel Jun , and the River Guei. 

This part produces abundance of Corn, Rice, Beans, &c. The fruitfulnefs of 
this Country is fuch, that, one years Harveft, as they fay, fupplies the Inhabitants 
(ufficiently for ten years with Proyifions : All manner of Poultry wondrous plenti- 
ful, and iold for little or nothing, becaufethe people there take great delight in 
Hunting. The Rivers, Pools, and others Waters, abound with extraordinary 
good Fifii, which you may buy for little or nothing, Imyfelf purchafingten pound 
of Fifh for a half penny. The Countrey produces likewife ftore of Silk, another 
fign of her Fertility } alfo abounding in all manner of Fruit-Trees, especially 
Pruines, which they dry and carry thence to fell in other Provinces. 
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The Inhabitants are generally very dull of undemanding, and few of them are 
addi&ed to Learning } they are likewife very ft rong-bodied people, fit to under- 
go any labour. The Children do not only go naked in the Winter, but will 

leap into the cold water } feveral of them live by Theft and Robberies, and often- 
times fo numerous, that they break through all oppofirion whatfoever’ when they 
make inroads to Plunder the Countries, which is already much Ruined by the late 
Invafion. 

In this whole Province of Xantung lye fix great chief Cities, twenty ninefmall 
Cities, and thirteen Garrifons : The fix great Cities are, Cinan , Tencheu , Tung- 
chang, Cingcheu, Tengcheu , zndLaicheu. 

Cinan commands over thirty one Cities, as Cinan, Cbangkjeu , Ceuping, Chagxan , 
Stnching , Ciho, Chung, Ciyang , C hitmen, Juching , Linye , Chan gcmg, Fiching , Cing- 
ching , Ling , Taigan, Sint at, Laiuu,Te , Teping, Pingyvcn , Vuting^ Tang fin, Haifa??, 
Laling, Xangho, Pin , Licin, Cbenboa, and Putahi- 

Tencheu commands over twenty feven Cities, as Tencheu , Kiobeu, Niuyang. , CVu, 
T engyTe, Kiuhiang , Tutai , Tan,Chingun,Cao, Cao, Tingtao , Cining,Kiaciang , Kiuye , 
Kiunchingy Tmgping, VenxangfTungo, Pingyn , Jangco, Xeuchang, T, Punching, Ft , 
and Snxui. 

Tunchang commands over eighteen Cities, as Ttmcbangy Tangye y Poping, Cbo- 
angping, KieUySin,Cingping,Ken, Ltncing, Quontao, Caotang , Gen, Hiacin, Tu- 
ring, Po , Fan, Quonching, and Chaocbing. 

Cingcheu commands over fourteen Cities, as Cingcheu , Linchi , Poking , Caoyven , 
Logan, Xeuquang, Changlo, Linhjn, Gankin, Chucking, Mungin , Kiu , Txui, and 
Gecbao. 

Tengcheu commands over eight Cities, as Tengcheu , Hoang , Foxan , Leuhia, 
Cbaoyven, Laiyang, Ninghai, and Venteng. 

Laicheu commands over feven Cities, as Laicbeu , Pingtu, Vi, Changye, Kiao, 
Caonriy Cicme. 

The thirteen Garrifons ar c,Nincing,Ci??ghai, Chingxan, Gneibai , Sanxan, Kixan , 
Civenxany M auan y Siaoye , Haicang , funglai, Cin, and Xecbiti. 

In this Province are alfo feveral Iflands, amongft which thefe three are the 
chiefeft,asFewxe«, which lies toward the Weft, is but fmall, but yet well 
built } Tettheng fituated in the Sea near to Caotnie : This ftland is very famous, by 
a fad accident of rjoo Chinefe Philofophers who drowned themfelves in the Sea, 
becaufe that the Emperour Xnis hated all Learned Men as mortal Enemies. The 
third Ifiand is Xautnen, the biggeft and fulleft of People. 

The Chinefe Accompt-Book, which comprehends the number of people in each 
place, mentions in this Province feven hundred and feventy thou fand five hundred 
and fixty five Families, fixty feven hundred fifty nincthoufand fix hundred and 
feventy five Fighting Men. 

The yearly Revenue of the Province belonging to the Emperour, confifts of 
twenty eight hundred twelve thoufand one hundred and nineteen Bags of Corn, 
fifty four thoufand nine hundred and nineteen Rolls of throw d Silk, fifty two thou- 
fand four hundred and forty nine pounds of Cotton, of thirty eight hundred 
twenty four thoufand two hundred and nineteen Truffes of Straw and Hay for 
the Kings Stables, befide feveral Tolls paid upon the Royal Channel of Jan, 
which amounts yearly to ten millions of Golden Crowns. 

This Village Kia-kja lyes cncompafled with pleafant and fruitful Fields, 
moft delightful to behold } the Village very Rich, well Built, and handfomly 
adorned with indifferent large Strutfures. The Fields round about are full of 
Rofemary, which are not only very pleafant to the eye, but alio caff a Fragrant 
fine 11 at a great diff ance, before you come near them. We faw likewife nmtar 
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from the City fcveral Herds of Stags and Bucks, and abundance of all forts of 
Fowl,efpecially Pheafants. We took great delight in Hunting the Stag, where- 
of we kill’d feveral 5 with the afliftance of the Tartars, who are skilful at the 
Game. They were very much pleafcd with our way of (hooting Pheafants flying. 
The flefli of thofe Deer taftes fo much of Rofemary, as if the Venifon were feafo- 
ned with the fprigs. We were three days upon this Channel Jun^ before we 
reached any other confiderable place ; but upon the eleventh of the fame month 
we 'arriv’d at a famous Village called J ax-Hinnoyfauzttd upon the Royal Chan- 
nel. In and about this Village ftand 3 6 (lately Towers, built rarely Well, on 
either fide ot the River : Here we lay all night, but the next morning by break 
of- day wefet Sail, and that day and all the next we faw Margenting either bank 
oftheR-iver, pkafant and plentiful Corn-ground; Toward the Eaft of this 
Roya 1 Channel lye feveral high and great Hills, whereof thefe following are the 
chiefefl. 
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Near to Taigan y the flxteenth fmall City of Chinan , appears a Mountain called 
Iai, w Inch is very /teep and broad : The Chine ft e Geographers lay, that it is at leaft 
five miles in height from the Bafis to the Qrown. Upon this Mountain are feveral 
Temples, to which belong great ftore of Priefts,who live there after the fame man- 
ner as the Calvifians in Europe. Not far from Laivii , the eighteenth fmall City of 

the laid Capital City, fhews another Mountain called Taxe , out of which they find 
great quantity of Iron. 

Near to CM* the fecond fmall City of the chief City Tcngchu, neighbour 
Moomam called Fang, very famous for the Tomb where the Anceftors of that 
Learned Chinefe Philofopher Confutius lies Interr’d 

Not farfrom the fourth fmall City Cat, lies i Mountain called Changing, 

l’ 0 " ' " ch y tlie a>»»f/ea report) Confutius was bom, in a Town alfo called 
C hangping, whereof the Ruines are fiill to be fecn. 

Near to the eighteenth fmall City of the faid Capital Citv Hands a 

great Mountain called Fung, full of Woods and goodly Pa'fturcs. * 

fn,!rr n ^ r th n^ emb c f L th r lam y month Wecame to C inning fin, or Cining, the 
rourteenth fmall City of the fecond chief City Tenochen & 

In this Cining the Embaffadours were nobly Treated in theabfence of the 

, Gover- 
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This City is cncompalfed with Flat m r r . 

yT, Cim :- ? tl,ated ab0 « 'he middle of t/mTov^ct’ ''TV 30 mil « from 
Veflelswh.cn ufe this Paf s> muft pay Cuflom „I , a 3 ""' ?""> fo that all 

ceeds not only all the other 26 fniall CirillT a for , Sh 'P and G °ods. I c cx . 
mentioned Capital City, i„ number of Pc d 111 '’ ,e P'tifdifiion of the fore- 
bur alfo the chief City'.’t ‘" d 

mous Temples, richly adorned with there are ™° &• 

the Royal Channel are great Suburbs full Jp d f T j ,aurcs i on both flics of 

the River are alfo twogLt sfc wh c t eoTff rl Trade 5 °" botbfid - * 
tunes r.les fix foot higher then the water within P ^ ° Ut - watcr > wh ich fomc. 

and Rivers, whichTbTulid^h^Filh ' ^^NearTo c" 11 P h aflly ’ b / in g r,,llof Pools 
Lake called Lfo, which fignifies t^Thundet P^ tT '" *£,?“" City is a 
pears a Rone, reprefenting a Dragon, with rhe h ’ aa he J" ldd,e whereof ap- 
the Spirit of Thunder, and affirm that when ^ Thc Ch * ne f es call this 

draws a hideous found from the Monfter likeThunder^” “ P ° n ^ Bc " y ’ he 

under the command ' 

t- refufed to % ^^eat Phifofopher C„f,. 

water of Thieves j fo great an aver lion i j k* ® IC was ca,led the 

name of wicked Villany and Robbers.’ J Ethn ' Ck Ph,lofo P h er to the very 
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About this City we faw them catch Fiffi with a Bird, which they call Louwa ; 
and becaufe this way of Fiffiing feems notable, and no where ufed but in China, 
I here prefent you with the ffiape of the Fowl in the annexed Cut : This Bird 
Lonrva is fomewhat lefs then a Goofe, and not very unlike to a Raven j it has a 
long Neck, and a Bill like an Eagle. 

With thefethey Fiffi after this manner j they have fmall Boats very Artificially 
made of Reeds or Bamboes, with which they Sail upon the Chinefe Rivers and 
Pools, and place the Bird perching upon the out-fide of the VelTel, from whence 

ffie 
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(Vic fuddenlv (hoots, and Diving, fwims under water as faft as they can thruft for- 
lhc V M « ’id, a light Pole. As foonas (he has catcht her prey, (lie tn- 

femly appears ibove water! and the Matter of the Boat Hands ready to receive 
r Inttooens her Bill by force, and takes out the Dainty. Afterwards he turns 
he ou a g L to catch more, and to prevent thefe Birds from fallowing down the 
mcy thcy bangs Ring about their Necks, which hinders them from gorging : 
Such Filh as are too b,g for them to bring up in their Bills , they difeover to their 
Matters by making a noife in the water, who then helps to pull them out. 

M Such Buds as are flothful and loth to Dive, arebroken of that til habit by bcat- 
inc When they have catcht enough for their owners, the Iron ring is taken off, 

and they are left to Filh for themfelves, which makes them the more willing to 
work for others. The Filhermcn pay a yearly Tribute to the Emperour for the 
ufe of thefe Birds, which are in much efteem with the Chwefes - ; and iuch as are 
nimble and well taught, arefo dear, that oftentimes one of them g°« at fifty 
Toel of Silver, which is about .50 Guilders. Weofferedto buyofan oldF.lher- 
man a couple of thofe Birds, but he refufed, alledging that they ferved to main- 
tain him and his Family i neither could he inform us whence thofe Birds came, 
nor how they were firttinttrufled ; only he told us, that they were left him by his 
Ancefiors. We asked him likewife whether they ever bred with him ; whoan- 
fwered, very rarely. We bought a difh of Filh of this old Man, which were moft 

of them Carps of a Span and half long. ,. 

All the Inns and publick ViSualling-houfts have their Fidlers and Comedians 
belonging to them, to recreate their Guefts at Dinners and Suppers. All manner., 
of Provifions are very cheap in thofe parts; we payed but two fhill.ngs Dutch a 
piece for our Dinner, which confiftcd of feveral Dilhcs, out of which the Players 

were likewife difeharged by our Hoft. • _ 

The next day we departed from Cining, and after a few hours Sailing, we pait by 
a Village called Nanrvaig , lying on the left fide of this Royal Channel, where this 
Channel and the River L uen meet and mingle their waters. The Tartars and C/->/~ 
nefes told us ftrange ftories of this River, amongft the reft, that it you fling in nine 
flicks, fix would drive toward the South, and three to the North 5 we feemed much 
to admire at the faying, but little believed till we made experiment ourfelvesby 
flinging fo many flicks into the water, and we faw fix draw Southward, and three 
Northward; but neither the Tartars^CbinefeSj nor the Inhabitants, were able to fay 
any thing of this wonderful myfteryof nature: this I tryed overagainft an Idol 
Temple called the Royal Serpent, concerning which the Chinefes told us leveral 
wonders. 


Upon 
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Upon the 1 9 . of the fame month, we came to a fmall City called Xmtfui, and 

“ * e 2 ?.' ° ne undcr , thc ^ief City Tcagcbcu. This place lies about 

thirty miles from Ctmng on the right and left fide of this Royal Channel, both 
ends guarded w„h two fttongCaflles: The City is four-fquare, well built, and 
furrounded with Walls and ftrong Bulwarks, where we faw the Ruines of feveral 
great buildings un-mhabited, and which had been much defaced by the Tartars. 
I he Countrey round about lies often under water, by the overflowing of the Yel- 
!ow River, which 1 fometimes rifes to that height, chat it drowns and carries away 
whole Towns and Villages. The next morning we fet Sail from this Xantfniy and 
by the way we faw feveral fair Villages and Corn-Fields on both fidesof this 
oyal Channel, as alfo feveral ftrong Sluces, which did not a little hinder us in 
our pallage, for from Xantfni to Lincing we paft through 58 Sluces. 
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Not far from Xantfm (lands a famous Idol Temple called Teywanmao, which 
is held in fuch great cfteem amongft them, that they reckon it for one ot the 
chiefcft in all China. Itis built very high, with llrong Walls of Gray ftone, Gal- 
lantly adorned after the Chincfe fadiion, as is to be feen by the annexed Cut. The 
topofthis Temple is covered with Yellow glaz’d Tiles, and the Walls are alfo 
coloured after the fame manner, that when the Sun dimes it gliders like Gold all 

Upon the 20. of June, we came to Ttmcbam, the third chief City of the Pro- 
vince of Xantung , built in a fourfquare form, environed withj Walls and Bulworks ; 
the Streets thereof are large, and well built. In the middle of the City (lands a 
high and curious Fabrick, with four brave Arches, and has ftrong Walls and Bul- 
warks, with feveral Cates leading into it. On the North fide of the City runs a 
broad water which Motes the City round * over this a Wooden bridge of 137 
foot long, by which they pafs into the North part of the City. On the South 
fide are (lately Suburbs, which in refpeft of Inhabitants, and the greatnefs of their 
Trade, may very w'ell pafs for another City } it is well built with goodly Houfes 
and Idol Temples. Toward the Eaft the Inhabitants (hewed us a very large Iron 
Tomb, which they fay was at lead 700 years ago erefled for fome great Lord , 
whofe memory the Cbinefes had in much honour, having done his Countrey fome 
fignal fervice, and for which he loft his life in the Wars. 



Round about this City the land is very low and flat, but wondrous fruitful in 
the produft of all things neceflary for humane fuftenance. No part in China 
produces fo much Silk as this, fo that the Inhabitants thereof live chiefly by ' 
making of Silk, wherewith they Trade into other Countries. 

Here the Inhabitants told us there is fometimes found a ftone in the Maw of 
the Cows, which the Cbinefes call Nieuboang, which fignifies the Yellow of the 

C f °T S V \ S n boUt the bi 3 ners of a Goofe Egg> outwardly it feems to be 

ot a loft Chalkifh fubftance, only of a Yelfowilh colour, and is by fome held for 

the Bexoar ftone. The Chine fe Chirurgions highly commend it, and ufe great dili- 
gence. or t e procuring it j they write that it is of a cold temper, and very fove- 

raign in fainting and founding Fits. 

, In the Countrey of this chief City, near to the eleventh fmall City called Lao- 

tnng. 
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tH %> lies amongft the reft a chief Hill called Mingxe, which firaifie, t l,e ^ZT 7 
noife : upon the top of this Hill, as the Inhabitants related tous^ftandsa Columne 
or ioo Rod high, which as Toon as touched with the Finger, founds i;U *1 n-, 

from which noife the Hill derives the name. 
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• TlK ' Ch Z ef ‘f al P C , 0 t us ’! hat ? e ? r to Qs»*‘hi«g, the , final! City of the chief 
C.ty, ts a Pool called H^wherem formerly the King Gmi kept and fed his Grant s 

with great cate and delight. The Cbbufa in this Countrey, as likewife through 
all Chwa feed thts Bn-d m their Houfes, as alfo the Stags, which being Creatures 
of 'onghfe they fancy to themfeives, that in having of them to breathe upon 
them, they fhall likewife live long. We continued all night inour Veffels before 
this City, and fet Sail the next morning, and part over the Pool Natty ang which 
abounds with Fifli, and that night came to the City of Lincing, which lyes about 
thirty miles from the City Tungcbang , and is fituated on both fides of the Royal 
Channel .• we lay at the end thereof, where that and the River Gttei feparates the 
Province of Xantung from that of Peking, and mingle and unite their Waters. 

We were no fooner arrived in this City, but thcGovcrnour appeared upon the 
Wall, near the place where we lay with our VefTels, to welcome and receive the 
Embaffadours with all manner of kindnefs. Pinxenton and the other Mandarines 
went firft alhoretohim, whereupon the Governour fent for fomc Chairs for the 
Embaffadours who followed the Mandorines^ and were moft civilly received by 
them, who intimated that he could not receive them in his Court, becaufe they 
had not yet appeared before the Emperour. The Embaffadours fent fome Prefents 
to the Governour, who for the fame reafon refufed them. 

Becaufe this Lincing lyes at the end of the Yellow Channel, and near the River 
Guei , and fo confequently a very commodious Harbour for Shipping ; allmannerof 
Goods and Wares are brought from all parts of China to this City, for which they 
muft pay cuftom there * and for this reafon the Emperour has three Commiflioncrs 
refiding in that place to receive his Dues. This Navigation occafions fo great a 
Trade in this Lincing , that it exceeds the other eighteen fmall Cities which 
belong to the chief City ofTunchangjn number of people, plenty of all manner of 
things, gallantry of buildings, and greatnefs of Commerce, neither gives fhe place 
to any inferiour City in the whole Empire. On both fides of the Royal Channel, 
near to the City, ftandtwoftrong and large Caftles one againft another, which 
is no fmall ftrength to the place, by which no Veftel whatloever can pafs without 
paying their Duties. In this Channel art likewife juft before the City two ftrong 
and heavy SI uces, to force back the upper water which runs from the River Gnei, 
and is fometimes two or three foot higher then the Inland water. On the North 
fide of the City lyes a Wooden Bridge of nine Arches, over which you may pafs 
conveniently from one City into the other ; in the middle whereof is a Draw- 
Bridge, to let through fuch Veffels as have paid their cuftom. 

The City is well built, and is adorned with leveral ftately Temples, it lyes in a 
fiat Sandy Soil, and is furrounded with an Earthen Wall, the top whereof is co- 
vered withftone ; very large and well pcoplc’d : We had here great abundance 
of all manner of Fruit, amongft the reft fome well relifhed Pears which keep a great 
while. 

Without the Wall, on the North fide of the City,ftands a moft famous Temple, 
with a high Tower, exceeding rare in the manner of Building : Y011 climb up to 
the fop of this Tower by a pair of winding flairs, which are not built in the middle 
of the Tower, but between two Walls. 
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The fafhion or form of this Tower confifts of eight corners and nine rounds or 
ftories, each thirteen foot and a half j fo that the whole height of the Tower is 
above 120 foot, and according to the height a proportionable thicknefs : The 
outward Wall is made of the fame mould that the China Diflies are of, and full of 
Fret-work j the Walls within are poliflied Marble of feveral Colours, andfo 
fmooth, that you may fee your face as in a mirrour. The Galleries or Rounds, 
which are nine, adorning the StruSure, areofMarble* cut in Figures or Images, 
and have hanging at their Corners very fine Copper Bells, which when the wind 
blows amongft them, make a very pleafant jingling murmur. The Lights or 
Windows belonging to thefe Galleries are full of Guilded Bars, which when the 
Sun fliines upon them, return beams as bright as they receive. Upon the top of 
the Tower fiands a Figure, fignifying the Goddcfs of the place to whom this 
Strudure is Dedicated. This Image is made of Plaifter-work, 30 foot high, and 
wrought in with Gold and Silver. Round about this Tower ftand (as is to be feen 
in the annexed Print) feveral great and fmall Images, which are fo curioufly 
wrought, that they may be reckoned amongft the greateft curiofitiesin China. 

In this City of Lincing, Pinxenton left his Wife and Children, but he himfelf 
continued the Voyage with us to Pekjng. Here alfo dyed one of our Trumpeters 
called Verm an, who was buried in an Idol Temple, with the cohfent of the Magi- 
ftrates, who feldom fufirer any Grangers to be entered in their hallowed ground. 

Having got through the River Jun , we entered into the Guei, which divides the 
Province of Xantungf, rom Peking, whofe head fprings on the Weft fide of Guei- 
hoei, the fourth chief City of the Province Honan , running from thence with many 
Meanders and turnings toward the Eaft, betwixt the Provinces of Xantnng and 

Pekjng; difemboguing into an Arm of the Sea, about ninety miles from this 
City. 

We failed Eaft ward up this River, and arrived upon the twenty fifth to 
Vein, accounted the fourteenth fmall City of the great Tungchan^ , thirty 
miles from Lincing , fituated upon the right or South-fide of the River Guei , up- 
on the further confines of the Province Xantnng, and handfomly vefted with a 
four-fquare Wall. Upon the left or North-fide of the River are large Sub- 
urbs clofc built, with ftacely Houfes 5 the great Edifices and other eminent Orna- 
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ments of this City were ruined by the Tartar , and the Inhabitants miferably 
ufed, and many of them put to the Sword, and others carried awav Captives, as 
thofc that were left, related unto us with great relu&ation. ' The fituation feems 
delightful, being pleafantly varied with the Profpc-a both of Hills and Vallies and 
luxurious in the produft of all manner of Fruits. The River Guei running cWe 
by this City, abounds with Fifli, and ferves to water the Fields in a dry fcafon, to 
the great encreafe thereof. 

I find my felf again neceflitated, before I proceed in my relation, to deferibe the 
condition, confines, and the number of great and fmall Cities through which we 
part in this Kingdom of Peking. 

Peking, which is reckoned the firft of the fifteen, exceeds all the reft in 
dignity, becaufe of the Imperial City of Peking, where the Emperour rc- 
fides at prefent, and from whence the Kingdom hath denomination : For the Chi - 
nefe Emperours ("efpecially thofe who commanded fince the Incarnation) fetled 
their abodes in this City. The Race of Taiminga firft transferr’d the Imperial 
Court out of Nanking to Peking , the better to oppofe the inroads of the Tartars ; 
but though the Imperial rcfidence was thus removed to Peking, yet to this day the 
Court of the Emperour, and all Soveraignty and Magiftracy, ftands firm in the 
fame manner at Nanking, as at Peking, though all the Royal Palaces were totally 
deftroyed by the laft Invalton. 

Toward the Eaft of this Province an arm of the Sea borders, which divides 
the Iflands Corea and Japan : On the North*Eaft lyes the Province of Leaotnng, 
toward the North the great Tartarian Wall, and toward the Weft the Province of 
Xangfi, where a long ridge of Hills called Hengi , feparates thefe Countries. The 
Yellow River which runs through Xanfi, parts this Kingdom toward the South, 
from that of Honan, and toward the South- Eaft of the River Guei , unites this with 
the Province of Xantnng. 

And though this Province about Peking lyes in the latitude but of 42 degrees, 
yet the cold and froft is fo great and intenfe there, that oftentimes for four months 
together, all the Rivers and Waters are frozen up, able to carry Horfe and Man ; 
all that time the Veflels lye faft frozen, and Winter bound. The Ice begins 
commonly in November, and feldom diflolves till March ; twenty four hours 
Freezes up all, not thaw’d in many days j but it is long before the Snow and Ice 
diflblvcs. 

The Countrey lyes low, but dry and healthful, and very barren in comparifon 
of the other Provinces, becaufe of the great Sandy places and Wildernefles but 
inrefpeft the Court keeps there, and fo draws great ftore of People and Traffick, 
thereby this natural defeft is much repaired. This place produces ftore of Corn, 
but little Rice, which the Courtiers and their Followers devour. 

In this Province are white rough Cats, not unlike the Maltec^a Dogs, with long 
Ears, which are there the Ladies Foyfting Hounds or Play-fellows they will 
catch no Mice, being too much made of : There are other Cats that are good 
Moufers, but they are very fcarce, and had in great efteem. 

In this Province they have convenient Travelling by Land in a Waggon with 
one Wheel, which only holds three Perfons, one in the middle, and on each fide 
one. 

Formerly this Province was divided into feveral parts, and had particular names, 
as Jen, Ki, and many more } it contains eight great Capital Cities, and each of 
thefe commanding over feveral fmall ones,infomuch that one Capital City alone, 
with the lefier, fignifies as much as a whole Province. They reckon in all (with 
the eight great Capital Cities thereunder comprehended) in this Province 135 
Cities, which are all Walled and Fenced ; for the number of the undefended are 
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fo great, that the Chinefes themfel ves take no notice of them in their Maps, neither 
are they numbred by them. 

The eight great Cities are Xuntien , alias Peking, Paoting , Hokjen, Chiming, , 
Xante, Quanging, Taming, and Jungping. 

Xnntien or Peking (the Imperial chief City* and where at prefent the Great 
Cham keeps his Court) commands over 2 6 Cities, and prefcribes them their Laws, 
as Xuntien, Xun.y, Changing , Leanghiang , Mieyun , Hoatjo , Kugan, J ungcwg, Tun- 
gan, Hiangho, Tung, Sanho y Vucingy Paoti, Cho, Fangxan , Pa, Vengan, t aching, 
Paoting, Ki, J alien, Fungjnng , C unboa, Pingkp , and Que. Amongft thefe, Tung , 
Chi , Pa, and Ki, are the chiefeft, and may be compared with the great Cities for 
bigncfs and magnificence. 

Paoting commands over 20 fmall Cities, as Paoting, Mnonching, Ganfo, Tinghing, 
S inching, Thang, Poye, Kingtu, Jungching, Hnon, Ly , Hiung, KhiyKince, Tunglo, 
Gan, Caoyang , Singan, Te, and Laixui. 

Hokjen commandsover 18 Cities, as Hokjen, Hietiy Heucbing,Soning, Gnikjen, 
Kiacho , Cing, Hingci, Cinghai, Ningcin, King,Vkjao, Tungquang, Kuching, Cang, 
Nanpi, Jenxan, and Kingyun. Amongft thefe 18. Cang is the chiefeft. 

Chingting commands over 32 Cities, as Chiming, Chinking, Hoclo y Lungxeu, 
Khoching, Loching, Vnkje, Pingxan, Heuping , Ting, Snilo, Kioyang, Hintang, Ki, 
Nancung, Sinho, Caohjang, Vnye , Cyn , Ganging. , Jaoyang, Vukjang, Chao , Fohiang, 
Lungping, Caoye, Lincing, Ganhoang , Ningcin, Xui, Hengxuiy and Tuenxi- 
Amongft thefe, Ting, Chao, and Xin y are the chiefeft. 

Xante commands over nine Cities, as Xunte, Xaho, Nanho , Pinghiang , Quango 
cang, Kiuloy Thangxau , Ninkjeu, and Gin. 

Quanging commands like wife over nine Cities, as Quanpung , Kiocheu, Fihiang, 
Kioey Hantan, Quanging , Chinggan, Guei, and Cingho, 

Taming commands over eleven Cities, as Taming, Taming, Nanlo, Guei, Cing- 
fung, Nuihoang,Sinn, Hoa , Cai, (which is the chiefeft of the eleven) Changyven, 
and lungming. 

Jungping tommands over fix Cities, as Jungping, Ciengan, V uning, Changly, Lo, 
and Lotting. 

Bcfide thefe there are three Cities more, as YenkjngyJ tinging, and Paogan. Thefe 
lye upon very advantagious places, and were only built to refift the forces of the 
lartars when e’re they fhould march beyond the Wall. 

In this Province are 14 Garrifons, which were chiefly contrived for the defence 
of the Wall ; the names whereof are thefe, Siven, Vanfiven, Hoaigan, Caiping , 
Lungmnen, Chang, Gan, Cheching, Juncheu, Tuning, Tu, Jungping, Xangas, and 
Twicin. 

The Chinefe Regifter, wherein the number of the People of this Province is fet 
down, makes mention of four hundred eighteen thoufand nine hundred eighty 
nine Families, and thirty four hundred fifty two thoufand two hundred and fifty 
four Fighting Men. 

The Revenue of this Province paid yearly to the Emperour,confifts of fix hun- 
dred thoufand 1 1 hundred 53 facks of Salt, Rice, and Corn, of two hundred and 
24 pounds of unwrought fine Flax, of forty five thoufand one hundred and thirty 
five pounds of wrought Silk, of thirteen thoufand feven hundred and forty eight 
pounds of Cotton, of one hundred and eighty thoufand eight hundred and fe* 
venty weight of Salt, of eighty feven hundred thirty feven thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty four Trulfes of Hay or Straw, befide feveral other Taxes 
which are paid in Money. 

Upon the 16. of June we came to Kuching , the firfi: place we came at in this 
Province of Peking, and the 14. fmall City of the third chief City lofHokicn, of 
the Province of Peking. ^ jfcs 
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This City, which we found fituated upon~the lefr GaT c l 

about twenty three miles from Vuchina in an „ , d of the R wer G»e/, I yes 

delightful in Pfofpe&j her Walls are high well hr i t flat ^ ountrc )S yet much 
and Trade, her Suburbs /lately. We made no ftav'l ’ 1 in People 

%b and by the way wefaw on both fidcs of the ha f' led for Fe ’ 

of Trees, upon which the Cotton Wool grows whirh^ T’ W loIeFields &U 

in the adjacent parts. g WS > wh,ch occafio ™ * mighty Trade 

Upon the 28. we came to Tdcben , which fome call 7 7£,„„ 
fmall City of the third chief City of HoZn tZ\hn ^ twe]fth 

Kuching, fituated on the right fide of thet^erandr 
of thirty foot high, ftrengthned with With ,? L Wa ” 

and adorned with feveraf Temples, and has alfo a large buiIt ’ 

far upon both fidesof the River. g Suburb, which reaches 

In this City is the ftaple of the drink Sampfon \ made of Rir^ A 1 • /1 , 

of Wine i the Inhabitants export this quite through a I ’ t d, , unk inftead 
occafions a great Commerce in this place i for both TarllT ° rr’*} 
with their Ve/Tels far and near to be flighted here wi h thrd k 
terwards tranfport to other places & " ' lls drm, b which they af- 

r tWs TMheH ’ ncaf to . therecond 

ifyoi. fling a flick into it ; a „d that from the ^ 

^eslikewifr upon the fght ^of ^ 

c s s = ^ b -t 

dee^andb- ^ d J C1Kcd ^ ,th a , thick and ftron g Wall, cncompaffcd alfo with a 
with all manner ^uk-Trels" ' ’ ^ FlcIdsnear ^ the Town are curioufly planted 

The adjacent Countrey of this, as alfo of the chief City Holden (under whofe 
command this Rands fituated.) falls flat and much upon a clay. Toward 

the Eaft (for the great Indian Sc a waflies upon this Province) lye large and flat 
Fields, from whence great /lore of Salt is fetcht continually. g 

Upon t ie defire of Finxenton, the Embaffadours fent me and fome others of 
their followers, with twelve Tartar Souldiers into this City, to fee a Lyon made 
oi Iron, which they reported to be extraordinary large and terrible, /landing 
inthe midd.e of the Market-place : But theChinefes when they fawus coming, 
/hut their Gates upon us 7 and hid themfelvesin their Houfes, being RruckWith 
terrour for fear of the Hollanders ; fo that wc were neceflitated without entring 
into the City, to return to out Ve/Tels. Pinxenton and the other Chinefes told us 
feveral other /Irange /lories, which were to befeenin this City i but in refpeR of 
the unwillingnefs of the Inhabitants to give us entrance, I faw none of them, and 
fo could only take a view of the outward Struftureof the fame, as it lay veiled 
with large Walls. 

Upon the 2. of July, we came to an Anchor before the City of Sanglo^ about 
miles from lonquam , and upon the right fide of the River Gnci. This City 
lyes a little di/lance from the River, and has very brave Suburbs on bothfides of 
the Banks, which arc well Built, and full of People and Trade. Here dwells a 
great number of Tartars , and of a more confiderable quality then any we found 
in our whole Voyage j for they no fooner heard of our arrival, but they immedi- 
ately came aboard in great /late to bid us welcome. Upon this rheir friendly 
reception and entertainment into their City, wc went afhore, where on the Ea/l- 

fide' 
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fidTive fawfive old Triumphal Arches, through which we paft ; an old high Wall 

environ’d ic, both handfomly Built, and well Peopled. 

The Governours Lady fenta Souldier tome and fome others of our Followers, 
„ “ to her; who conducted us into a very large Parlour, where (He like a 
Goddefs was expefling our coming, attended by feveral Tartar Ladies in very 
rich habit ; but (he exceeded them all for beauty and gallantry t On her let 
fide flood a wrought ftately Alchove, upon which flic can led me to fit down, and 
acauaint her with?he Charafter of Holland, concerning which (he asked me feveral 
nueftions ; to all I returned her an anfwer with much freedom, wherewith 
fiie feemed well pl'eafcd. Having fatisfied hercuriofity, we had a noble Banquet 
fet before us, and were treated with much civility : which being ditpatch d, 
wc thank’d her for the honour the had done us, took our leaves, and returned to 
our Lodgings. As we were going out of doors* fhe defired us to excufe the 
meannefs of the Entertainment in the abfence of her Husband, who was gone for 
Fe lina 5 otherwife (he told us, (he fliould have treated the Embaffadours for 
adavor two, to have refrefhed themfelves after fo long and tedious a Voyage. 
But they undemanding by the Interpreter that her Husband was in great credit 
and favour with the Emperour, they fent her a Prefent of fome fmall Pvarities, 
which (he both civilly and thankfully received. 



The fame day we departed from S angle, and came in the evening to the Village 
of Tonnau , fituated over againft a fmall, but ftrong Caftle, guarded by a great 
Garrifon of Tartars. The Houfes of this place are built of Mud and Dirt, fitter 
for Swine to Pig in, then for People to inhabit in j but yet fit enough for the In- 
habitants who are of fo fordid a Nature, being very loofe and uncivil, and deferve 
no better. They live by Pilfering and Stealing from one another, and none es- 
capes Plundering that paffes that way, without a good Guard to defend them- 
i elves from their violence. The fafliion of thofe Earthen Houfes you may fee in 
the annexed Print. 

Upon the 3. of July , we came to the fmall City of Sinkjcien, which for brevity 
fake fome call Cing, the feventh fmall City of the chief City Bokjen , lying on 
the right fide of the River Guei, in aflat and pleafant Soil, and about ten miles 

from S angle. This place is not very large, yet full of People and Trade, as moft 
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of the Cities are which lye upon this Rivpr- Tr — 

yet /landing in and about this Citv is a clear „ fan “ us Edifices which are 
mod ftateiy place. y> 3 dear evidcnce ch « this was formerly a 

-aSSfS'sifs fetXKir r 7? > “ ■>•** 

through it. T here are very few Hills in all this r ° evera * f^ 1 'f crs which run 

this of Cmg is fubjefl ; only, here koneno far f ° f to which 

it felf lyes upon a flat) worthy the obfervation ralTVk ^ '! CC ( r ^°“S^ the City 

top of this Hill, which by reafLofrhe Slefll V u^" Si : Tb ' 

it felf in a long but large flat, upon which lyes a fmall VUlaM 

lieardsand Husbandmen. ^ a 8 e > inhabited by Cow- 



, . e .”f ^ ^ J^. cin § ^ 1C 4* of J H b-> we failed by the fmall City of Sinkgciert, 

t Ce, f. , 013 SlpL.°f City Hokjetty and fituated about eight miles 

rom inkgcien. This is a fmall place, but very neat and ftrong, fas appears by 
the annexed PnntJ) having feveral Watch-Towers, and Bulwarks for its defences 
it is not populous, nor hath fhe any great Trade, but yet is adorned with fome 

rave Building, but moil of the Houfes belonging to the Inhabitants are very 
mean and little. 
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Within the Walls are feveral Temples, which are an exceeding ornament to 
the place * but that which dands without this City in an open Field, exceeds a.l 
the reft for Bignefs, Beauty, and Art. This Building indeedis fo rare a piece, 
that we may well admire their wondrous skill in Architetf, which they boafted of 
formerly. The whole fabrick confids of three Rounds, the lower part whereof 
ftands upon a Pedcdal of done, into which you afcend by fteps ; the place adorned 
with great Gates, and at each corner with mod curious Pillars and Columns : 
The fecond Round has (lately lights, and round Pillars, by which the roof (lands 
Rrongly fupported. The third is likewife beautified after the fame man- 
ner *, the whole Building on the out-fide is adorned with Fret- work, and at each 
corner hang little Bells. The infide of this Fane feems not fo beautiful as the 
outward decorements of the walls thereof, being only hung with great andimall 




V . 


Through the whole Countrey, as well Temples as dwelling Houfes , pay 
very great Taxes, which doth exceedingly leffen the Revenues of the Priefts. 

It feems that the Idolaters here (fo far as we could by the outward mew ju ge 
of them) are nothing near fo devout in the worlhip of Images, as thole in other 
parts*, for here and there wefaw their Idols quite deferted, and naked, without 
any ornament ; fome of them indeed were covered with Mats, and Straw Hats 
upon their Heads, to defend them from the injury of weather, fo to make them 
hold out and lad the longer. 

Upon the fame day we pad by the fmall City of Single, the ninth little one 
belonging to the chief City Hohjen *, this place lyes alfo by the River fide , 
twenty miles from Sinko, enriched with noble Suburbs. On the Wed fide of 
the City dands a great and high Temple, fenced in with a Wall, and hath alfo a 
curious Garden or Orchard mod rarely planted. We were very dedrous to have 
feen this curiofity, but the Interpreter told us that it was a Cloyder for Uuns-y into 
which no men were admitted. On the right fide of the City dands another 
dately Fane, befide three Obelisks or Piramides,, which were ere$ed by the City 
in honour of a great Commander, who lay Enterr’d there for his faithful fervices 

done to his Co untrey* , %■ 

- Toward 








Toward pight wc faw under Sail a ftrange uproar among the people, who 
were all up in Arms, and had divided themfelves into feveral Troops, to defend 
their Counjtrey againft the Graft oppers (which occafion oftentimes a very great 
dearth and Scarcity.) Thefe creatures come once a year (about that time whea 
we were there) with an Eafterly wind, in fuch mighty Swarms, or Squadrons, that 
they devour all they meet with, and that in a few hours, leaving the Fields ut- 
terly difmantled. To prevent thefe Invaders and Sweep-clean Plunderers, the 
Inhabitants march to and again through the Fields with their Colours and Enfigns 
flying, fhouting and hollowing all the way they go ; by which means they keep 
thefe Deflroyers from fixing and doing fuch execution upon their flourifting 
Fields : thus the Peafants conftantly preferve their labour and Produft, who other- 
wife would lofe the benefit of their Harveft for that year. They never leave 
them, when they fee a party coming, till they have driven them into the Sea, or 
fome River, where they fall down and are drown’d; and fo it hapned that they 
drove a flying Regiment fo long, till that they fell down upon our Heads, and 
our Veffels were covered with them, which we afterwards flung into the River. 

The fame day we arrived at the Sea-Port of Tienciemvey , accounted for the 
moft famous Sea-Town of all China , their chiefeft Harbours being three ; the firft 
is the chief City of Canton or Qnancben, fituated in the Province of Quantung ; 
the fecond Jejencien, in the Province of Nanking ; and the third Ticncienmy, fitua- 
ted upon the further Confine toward the Eaft of this Province of Peking , near to 
an Arm of the Sea Cang , in a corner, where three Rivers of this Province meet, 
and upon which Rands a ftrong Fortrefs : the Counrrey round about lyes very low 
but Marfhy. 
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n ° f ^* encien ™ e y r lt felf lyes thirty miles from Single, built alfowith 
h . C I re ’ w f hlch 311 extraordinary Traffick to Shipping which lye continu 


\Valk and Towers f according to the annexed P* Rivers > hath ver y hi g h 

v n C , C ' ty an< ? ad i acent Countrey. We lav a n ■ 'T y mUch for the defecce 
cflels, to be in a readinefs to purfue our Voyage'for tei^ t0 ^ Wal1 in OUr 
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And becaufe the Mandarine of the old v- p 

lien over Land for Fehjna to fignific to the „ V ' ?°' Wa . s ordered to ha- 

baffadours; they gave pL enlnTnJrJ Em P cro “ r / l 'e coming of the Em- 

to which the reft of the Company was invited™' And rl '? agn,fi ? nt IJo1 Tcm P le . 

end, to confer together after ihlt m nZL Lt o m^geTe bt V° ^ 
on our arrival at Peking. The EmbafladonrAa * manage the bufinefs up- 

Mandarine , how he'ftould make the Con throughly mftrufled this 

what means he fltould endeavour to p™c^or uT fC Ti l H 

iSSSli »• .--fi 

i&K “ ' “» ■ ' ■ *■ 1 -- ZrtZZiiXXZ 


This final 1 City is well built, and full of Trade, and hath a wealrhv e„K„ u u 
longing to it : All Ships or Vcffels which 

brings in great Revenue to the Crown, and alfo fiore of Trade 5 for that en<lt£ 
Emperour has his Officers refiding there to receive the Toll of all fuch Veffiels 

There are feveral Temples and other curious Edifices, which are Magnificent Or- 
naments to the place. 5 c ^ 





; We have added to each Province of the fifteen, what Revenue each pays yearly 
to the Emperour, without the Incomes of the Cufiom-houfes, where they pay for 
all Wares and Veflels. Thefe Excifc-places are very numerous through all 
China , but what each may bring in yearly I could not Well difeover, neither was 
it eafie, becaufe the Emperour appoints his own Officers, from whom he receives 
their accounts. The Embafladours were received here by the Governour of the 
City with great civility, and entertained at hishoufe in much fiate ; which to re- 
quite in fomemeafure, they fent him fome Prefents, which he civilly refufed, in 
regard they had not yet feen the Emperour: but fome glafles t>f Rofe-Water were 
afterwards at his requeft fent unto him, which he accepted. _ 
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The next day being the 12. of July-) we paR by Foebeen y which is alfo called 
by fome Qne , and reckoned for the 2 6 . fmall City of the chief City Peking $ 
which lyes on the left fide of the River, about fifteen miles from Joefwoe, in 
a very pleafant Soil. This place is not very large, but well built, and full of 
brave Edifices •, it isfurrounded with a high Wall, and Rrengthned with Watch- 
Towers and Bulwarks. 

On the EaR fide of the City without the Walls, Rands a very fine Temple, 
with a Tower of nine Rounds high, and Artificially built. There ar,e likewife 
in this place feveral T riumphal Arches, much adorning the fame. 

Upon the 16. of July, we came to Sancianwey, or Sanbo, about twelve miles 
from Foehcen , and four from Peking : This is the twelfth fmall City., of the 

chief City Peking, and Rands upon the left fide of the River, very popu lous and 
well fortified, having a Rrong CaRIc for her defence. In the middle of the City 
Rands a Triumphal Arch, very Artificially built of Grey Stone j the Southfide 
hatha broad Stone Bridge, which reRs upon five Arches, and is forty two Daces 
long, with Houfes on each fide. 

This City of Sancianrvey , and the following Tongftou , are within four miles of 
Peking, and fo to. the Imperial City you make no nearer approach by waters 
for commonly alt Goods thither defign’d, are unladed either at Sancianmy or at 
tongftou, and fo carried by Land in Waggons, or upon Mules and Affes, which 
are al ways to be had, and Rand there in a readinefs, This way of carry mg Goods 
by Land to Peking, maintains a great many of poor People, who have no other 

way of lively hood, but carrying burthens, which they trudge under at a very rea- 
fonablerate. , ~ — jj 

To this City came the Mandarine back, whom the Embaffadours had fent out 
before to Peking ; the next day came likewife twenty four Horfe, with feveral 
Waggons and Carts, which the Council fentto fetch the Emperours Prefen ts and 
our Carriage. All things beingin a readinefs, the Embaffadours began their jour- 
ney by Land to Peking, after this following order or manner. 

Two Trumpeters rid at a diftance before, then followed the Standard Bearer 
wnh the Prince of Oranges Blazonry ; next to him the Embaffadours, accompa- 
nyed with feveral Tar tar Lords and Gentlemen, well mounted. The Captains 
and Souidiers who had thus far conduffed the Embaffadours, and were about fiftv 
111 number, came after m good order, with the Emperours Prefents, and theEm- 
afladonrs Goods. TheRoad toPrk/ajwasfo full of People, Horfes, and Wag- 
gons, as if an Army had been upon the March. The ways are exceeding bad be- 

tween this p ace and the City being very deep and uneven, fo that the Horfes are 
up to the belly almoR every Rep. 

7 be n , C f da ,y be,n j? tb . e . 12 ■ we /ode through Tongftou, by fome called Tung, and 
reckoned for the 1 1. fmall City of Peking ; fituated in a very low and deep Soil 

Xhe Rivef' Th-°T bC and u P on the ^ hand 

c 1C P Jvcr ' This Tongftou is very large, and fenced with Rrong Walls ami h™ 

hkewife a Wall dividing the middle. Here are no Streets, but fevialbra’vcBuiM- 

Sruftb fl0 - US T emP ' eS M he C °r trey ' S V£ry P ,eafant > fu " of Corn-Fields, 
and Fruit- bearing T rees. Near to the Road Rands a Temple where the FmhatTa 

ours refrefhed themlelves , and then continued their journey in the fame or 

der; the way being thronged with People oneachfide of U s. In the Afternoon 

we came to rhe Suburbs of that incomparable Imperial Citvnf P/.A* j 

thefirft chief City of this Province, and lyesai'Z/em.T,!/^ 
one thoufand five hundred and thirty from Canton We paftth° m i* 

eminent Cates into the City, and lighted at a very Zt T - WO 
the Embaffadours were invited, and condufled t o 

r,'0 their 
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their Carriages which were behind : The Embaffadours were no fooner got in but 
they were prefently welcomed, andfaluted by the Emperours Capado, who’ car- 
ried a Falcon upon his hand, and alfo by the Agents of the Canton Vice-Roys who 
refide here, and by feveral Grandees of the Court. After that the Embaffadours 
had a little refrelhedthemfelves^vith Meat and Drink, and feveral forts of Fruit 
and that their Carriages had been vifited by the Capado , and the Waggons and 
Carts told ; they were conduced from thence in great Rate to Lodgings provided 
for them by the Emperour. This Houfe in the fecond City was not far from the 
(Palace, and had a high Wall about, with three ftately and broad Gates, between 
each of which were very large Courts. 

The Embaffadours immediately caufed the Emperours Prefents, and all their 
own Goods to be brought to their Lodgings, where they found all things in good 
condition, without the leaft lofs or damage. At night came two Tartar Com- 
manders, with twelve Souldiers, by order of the Emperour to Guard the Gates of 
their Lodgings, and to take care that the command of his Imperial Majefty 
might be duely obferved, and the Embaffadours fupplyed with all things con- 
venient. 

The next day, early in the morning appeared the Mandorine Pinxenton, with 
two other Commanders, who were likewile come thither from Canton , as alfo with 
two Agents of the Canton Vice-Roys, who had their residence in this Court. Not 
long after came fome Lords of the Imperial Council, attended with the chief 
Secretary T bottglovia, who was a Chine fe by Birth, and a very civil perfon, 
having likewife in their company two other Mandorines called Quanlovia , and 
Hoolovia , whereof this laft was Secretary to the Council, though a ftranger to the 
Chinefe Language. After that they had paffed fome Complements to one ano- 
ther, they acquainted the Embaffadours that they were come to bid them wel- 
come in the name of the Emperour and his Council, as alfo to enquire after their 
Healths, and the number of their Followers, the quality and quantity of their 
Prefents j and laftly, concerning the Perfon and Place, from whom and from whence 
the fame were properly Cent : whereupon the Embaffadours delivered a lift to 
the Mandorines, conli fting of twenty four perfons, who all of them belonged to 
the Embaffy, wherewith they were fatisfyed. 

Next they narrowly examined the Catalogue of the Prefents, curioufly quefti- 
oning the quality of each, from whence they came, after what manner they were 
made* to whatufe, and in what part of the world, as likewife how many months 
Voyage, it was from Holland to Peking. The Embaffadours having fully fatisfyed 
the curiofity of thefe Officers, they began highly to extol the Prefents which the 
Embaffadours had brought with them, faying, that the like brought thither the laft 
year by the Pique fen, were wholly fpoiledupon the way, and fo were fent back 
again without being feen by his Imperial Majefty. They enquired likewife whe- 
ther the Hollanders were bred and born upon the Sea, if they had any Countrey* 
how and where fituated i from whom, and why they werefenr, what name and age 
their King was of > The Embaffadours fully anfwcred all their queftions ; that 
they were a people bred and born upon the Land, and had a Countrey commonly 
known by the name of Holland, which had been poffeffed by them for above ioo 
years, and were no ways given to Plundering or Stealing, as fome dif-affe&ed per- 
sons had reported of them. The Mandarines were further inquilitive to know 
of them in what part of the world their Countrey lay, and^ how tat from 
and whether there was any Travelling thither by Land jifio, through what Rcgi- 
onsthey muff: pafs : to all which the Embaffadours gave them anfwer. Ut 
in refpeft they feemed not therewith fully latisfyed, and could not believe t at t e 
Hollanders had any firm Countrey, but lived and dyelt upon the Sea, oratlealt 
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inlflands : Therefore for a more clear demonftration, they defired to let them 

fee a Map of our Countrey ; whereupon the Embaffadours produced a Map of 
the Seven United Provinces, with the Territories thereunto belonging, which 
they took with them to fhew to the Emperour. They asked likewife after the Go- 
vernment of Holland , and the power of thofe that had fent them ; whereuppn the 
Embaffadours returned for anfwer, that Holland was never Governed by any one 
jingle perfon, but by afeled number of the chiefeft of the Countrey. They fpe- 
cified alfo the names of the Councils by which Holland was Governed, and faid, 
that befides this high Council, there was yet another Council which had received 
their Power and Authority from the Supreme Council, and from the Prince of 
their Countrey, to govern the Indian Affairs ; and that the Embaffadours upon 
their order given to the Governour General of Batavia , were exprefly fent to 
congratulate the Emperour of Tartary, unto his Vice-Roys in China, and to wilh 
him a long and happy reign. 

But in regard thefe Commiffioners could not well underhand nor apprehend 
this form of our Government (becaufe the Tartars and Chine fes know no 
other then Monarchal) neither could they tell what the name of Prince figni- 
fied ; the Embaffadours had no little Puzzle to work them into a good opini- 
on of our State, therefore they were forced to make ufe of the name of the Prince 
of Orange , as if they had been fent by his Highnefs ; concerning whom they asked 
feveral queftions, among the reff , whether the Embaffadours were allyed to their 
Prince ; for they have a cuff om, that no Forreign Embaffadours are to bow their 
heads before the Emperours Throne, unlefs they be fuch as are a Kin to him that 
fent them *, as the Embaffadours of Corea, and the Liqnefe Iflands, who came hither 
the laft year, were the Brothers and Kindred of thofe Kings that fent them, with- 
out which they would have no great credit and reputation with the Emperour : 
To which the Embaffadours replyed, that they were not in the leaft allyed to 
their Prince •, for befide that the Governours of their Countrey knew nothing of 
thiscuftom, fo likewife fuch perfonsas were any ways related to their Prince, 
were employed at home in the moft confiderable Charges. Thefe Gentlemen 
were of opinion that the Dignity and Majefty of the Emperour would be much 
]effened,if he fhould give Audience to fuch as were not fo related to their Prince : 
They then asked the Embaffadours, what Offices do you bear in the Court of your 
Prince ? How runs your Title in their own Language ? How many Men have you 
under your command ? And how doyou live ) The Embaffadours returned them 
anfwer to all thefe queftions. 

They asked likewife, whether all the Prefents which were thus packed up, came 
dire&Iy out of Holland ? The Embaffadours thereupon told them, that fomc of 
thofe Goods came out of Holland, as the Cloths, Looking-glafles, Corral, Perfpe- 
£live-glaffes, all manner of Arms, and the Furniture for Horfes ; but the reft: were 
added by the Governour General at Batavia, by order of the high Indian Govern- 
ment in Holland L Hereupon arofe another queftion, namely, what manner of 
place Batavia was, and what manner of Man the Governour; the Embaffadours 
replyed to this, that the Governour General, in regard of his command, might be 
compared with the Canton Vice-Roys : And in regard the Hollanders were not 
fubje&toany King, nor their Countrey a Kingdom, therefore he could not have 
the Title of Vice- Roy, but only be called by the name of Governour General, as 
one that had the command over other Places and Countries. And as for Batavia , 
that (they faid) was a place, which for its conveniency was appointed fora Ren- 
dezvous lor all Ships which fhould come out of Holland and other Parts, and con- 
fidently held for the chief City of the Netherlands in India. The Embaffadours 
having fatisfyed the curioffty of thefe perfons, in giving fuch a full anfwer to all 

their 
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and h,s Council to fetch the Credential,, which were carried to him iZ at Sue 
be.ng put into a large Stiver difh covered with three pieces of Scarl 7 Another’ 

where hey we" made Z Th'd ^ k "°" ^ 

ft- ,1 y - d J . e . th , ,rt ’ asked " !,at manner of Arms che Hollanders 

ufed in their Wars, and agamft whom they had warrU He ashed likewife p.ut - 

culatly whether we had War or Peace with the Oonagueljes, and with thole of Mar- 
cao, and whole Countrcy lay neareft to China. 

^ • * * - anlwcring all, they departed, but returned atlcaftfi* 

or feven times, and asked among the reft after the quality of the Embaffadours ; 
atlal they returned, asking pardon for the tronb'e they had given them, faying, 

that they had done it by order of the Emperour, who was always very inqnifitive 
to know all luch things. J * 

After that the chief Govemour of this Imperial City had been made acquainted 
with the report of the Comm.ffioners, he fent the next day two Gentlemen to the 
Embafladours with exprefs order, that they, together with their Prefents, fliould 
appear before his Makefiles Council : but proving a very Rainy day, the Embaffa- 
dours, left the Prefents might be fpoiled, defined to be cxcufcd from comine till 
another tune ; but it would not be granted, notvvithftanding all their end-avours 
Hereupon the EmbafTadours went to Court without the Prefents, but were not 
admitted till fuch time they bad brought them } for the Emperour wasrefolved 
to fee them that day : aftoon as the Prefents were come, they were admitted and 
ordered to fit down, without (hewing any manner of refpedi to that great AfTem- 
bly . The chief Commander fate at the upper end of this Aflembly, upon a broad 
low Bench, with his Legtocrofs, like our Taylors in Europe , next him on his right 
hand, fat two Tartar Lords, and on the left hand a Jefuit, Father Adam Schaliger 
a Courtier in Yeh^ing, ahnoft fifty years in honour and repute ; he was, as he told 
us, born at Cullen, and went Shaved and Clothed after the Tartar Fafhion j a very 
comely old Man, with a long Beard. All thefe Lords who were at this Affcmbly, 
fate one among another, without any Splendour, Order, or State } the Benches 
were only covered with an old White Linncn Cloth, upon which fat likewife his 
Highlit fs himfelf, with his Legs naked, and a little flight Mantle about his body. 

No fooner bad the Providore made a fliort Harangue to the Embafladours, 
and had ordered them to fit, but Path cr Adam the Jefuit came likewifeto falute 
them j which he performed with great civility in his own Language, asking them 
(amongft other things) after feveral Roman Catholicks, whom we knew to have 
lived at Amjlerdatn ; a fign that he had formerly been Conycrfant in thofe parts. 

In the mean time, the Canton Mandarine f , and Finxenton himfelf (who had car- 
ried it fo high upon the Voyage) were as bufie as Porters to help away the Chefts 
and Cafes, in which lay the Emperours Prefents. 

The Pvix- Providore himfelf took the Prefents out, and asked particularly from 
whence they came, how they were made, for what life, and where they were 
bought, as alfo how many days Voyage between Holland and Pelting : Father 
Adam was his Interpreter, and affirmed the anfwers which the Embafladours 
made to the feveral queftions^o be real and true : As often as Rix-Providore took 
out any thing that was very rare, Father Adam fetched a deep figh. The Rix-Pro- 
vidore asked alfi>a'.nong the reft, after che value of the Alcatives , and receiving for 
anfwer that they were worth above aoo Ryals } he faid that they were both 
brave and large, and vvould be very acceptable to his Imperial Ma jefty ; he alfo 
commended the Saddles, A f ms, Corral, and the like. 

Hh 


Mean 
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Mean time came an order to the Affembly from his Imperial Majefty, that Fa- 
ther Adam {hould ask the Embaffadours that night feveral queftions, and fet 
down their anfwers in writing for his Majefties fatisfa&ion, which were to this 
whether the Hollanders had any Countrey or no, and where fituated, and 
how far from China ; how their Prince was called, and what form of Govern- 
ment they had among them. The Jefuit therefore asked the Embaffadours at the 
command of the Rix Chancellours, whether the Prince of Orange was yet in being, 
and whether their High and Mighty Lordlhips did ftill Govern the State of the 
United Provinces; to all which they returned him an anfwer, wherewith the 
Chancellour remained fatisfyed. The Jefuite having taken in writing the an- 
fwers of the Embaffadours, carried them to his Highnefs, who caufed him to blot 
out fome paffages which he fuppofed might give offence to the Emperour, for he 
had added of his own, 1 hat the Countrey which the Hollanders did notvpojfefs, did 
formerly , and does by right belong unto the Spaniards ; which words he made him to 
put out, telling him, it is enough that you know that thefe people have a Countrey, 
and a form of Government among them. 

Whilft the Clerks were taking feveral Copies of the Writing which the Jefuit 
had brought into the Aflembly, his Highnels found himfelf hungry, and fent for 
a piece of Pork to fatisfie his Appetite, which was half-raw, whereof he did eat 
moft heartily, in a flovcnly manner, that he looked more like a Butcher, then a 
Prince. Nofooncr had he flayed his Stomack with this Collation, but he orde- 
red the Son of the old Canton Vice-King, who had his refidencein this Court, to 
provide an entertainment for the Embaffadours; which was accordingly performed 
in fome better order and fafhion then the former : When Dinner was brought 
up, his Highnefs and the reft of the Tartar Lords fell on again as greedily, as if they 
had eat nothing all that day ; but neither the Embaffadours, nor Father Adam, 
could eat of their Cookery, moft of the Meat being raw' ; which his Highnefs 
perceiving, caufed the Diftics to be taken off, and a Banquet of Fruit and Sweet- 
meats to be fet upon the Table, earneftly urging the Embaffadours to fend home 
to their Lodgings whatfoever was left, which they civilly refufed. 

Father Adam informed the Embaffadours, that about four months fince there 
came an Embaffadour from M ufcovy with a Train of loo Men, to defire leave 
to come once ayearinto China to Trade with the Subje&s thereof, butasyet had 
not prevailed with the Great Cham , who feemed very unwilling to agree to any 
fuch thing. Night coming on, the Embaffadours took leave of the Affembly, 
and returned to their Lodgings, conduced by the Jefuit in great State, who was 
carried by four Men in a Palakjn or Sedan, attended by feveral considerable 
perfons on Horfe-back. 

The next day came the firft: Secretary Thouglouja , with the two other Tartar 
Mandarines^ Qnalouja , and Hoolouja , to the Embaffadours, in the name of his 
Highnefs, to dire& the Prefents in writing to whom they particularly belonged. 
Afterwards they returned immediately with order, that the Secretary of the Em- 
baffadours fhould appear with the Prefents before his Highnefs and fome of the 
Council, to make a further declaration upon the fame; whereupon Secretary 
Baron went with them, and having anfwered their defires, the Mandorines came 
back to the Embaffadours Lodgings with the Agents of the Canton Vice- Roys, to 
acquaint them that the Prefents were very acceptable to his Majcfty, his Mother, 
and his Emprefs ; and that his Imperial Majefty had ordered them to enquire 
whether there were not fifty pieces more to be had of the White Linnen : the 
Emperour being much taken therewith, had a defign to prefent the fame to the 
Wives of the Sons of the Canton Vice-Roys . At his requeft they made a Ihift to • 
lurnifh him with thirty fix pieces, wherewith the Tartars were fatisfyed, and 
departed. After- | 
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Afterwards the Commiflioners came ieveral times to vifit the Embaffadours, and 
to inform themfelves further about the Gharaaer of Holland, and the extent of 
that Countrey. 

Upon the 3. of duguft, we underfiood that in this chief City of Peking, an 
Embaffadour from the Great Uogol likewife arrived with a great many Followers, 
to accommodate and determine the difference lately rifen between thefe two 
people, with requeft alfo that their Priefts might Preach freely, and without any 
moleftation in China , which had been for fomc time forbidden upon high 
penalties. 

. The Prefents ('without which never any Forreign Embaffadour appears in this 
Court) which he brought with him for the Emperour, the better to effeft what 
he came about, confided of three hundred thirty fix very brave Horfes, two 
Oftriches, a Diamond of an extraordinary bignefs, and feveral other Precious 
Stones : All thefe Prefents were no lefs acceptable to the Emperour, then what 
we brought him » fo that the Mogol had a quick difpatch of his bufinefs. 

The Embaffadours being vifited by fome Tartar Lords, together with the Man - 
clorine Pinxenton , and others who had conduced them from Canton to Pchjng y 
thought good to (hew them the Credentials which they had brought, as well 
to the Emperour, as to the Canton Vice-Roys, and which they had delivered upon 
their arrival as well in Canton , as in Peking : And after that they had opened the 
fame, they asked what the meaning of the word July was } whereupon an- 
fwer was made, that it was the name of the feventh month (according to their 
account) or the Jaft month of the year (according to that of the Tartar .) They 
asked moreover,vvhether the Netherland Government had lafted 16^ years, and 
if it began at that time. The Embaffadours made anfwer, that Holland from that 
time to this had been always Inhabited and Governed by one and the fame People, 
and that the number of thofe years only put them in mind of the birth of their 
Saviour, bom at that time. Hereupon they departed, taking the Credentials with 
them, without (peaking one word. 

The Emperour being throughly informed concerning the affairs of the Hol- 
landers , fent upon the 31. of July , a Mandatory Letter to the Lords of his Coun- 
cil, wherein he declared that his Imperial Majefty did admit of the Embaffadours 
as fitch, and would give them Audience asfoonas he could fit in his new Court 
upon his Throne. And after that his Ma jefty had caufed the Credentials of the 
Embafladours to be once more Tranflated by Schaliger the Jefuit, and read unto 
him by fome of his Philofophcrs > he took fo great a delight therein, that he fent a 
afecond Summons to his Council, to be aflifling and ferviceable to the Embaffa- 
dours during their abode in his Empire. Thefirftof thefe Letters or Orders is 

as follows. 


Great and Worthy Lypeos (Counfellours,) 

T HE Holland Embaffadours are come hither with their Piejcnts to Congratu- 
late the Emperour , and to Ibtw their obedience unto him , which rear never done 
to this Crown before : Becaufe this is the firft time > I think, fitto acc.pt of them at 
Embafladours, and have promifed them, that they when fo ever l gall be footed upon 
mi Throne, in my new Palace, Jhall be brought before me to do their Obey fa nee, that 
fothey maybe well received, and upon their requeft, obtain a favourable anfwer in order 
to their return ; the more becaufe they being come from fuch a far and remote Coun- 
trey both by Sea and Land, will be able to fpreadthe Fame and Renown of my Perfon 
and Empire-, therefore we think, fit to deny, or ref of e any thing 
People who are corn! fuch along Voyage from the fnrthermofi part of the World, what 

rcajort they can defirc of us. 
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The fecond Letter was almoft •verbatim as the former, to quicken his Minifters 
of State to difpatch them with a fatisfa&ory anfwer to their Propofals. 

The Chancellour hereupon defired to know of the EmbafTadours, whether the 
Hollanders could not fend every year to Peking , or at leaft every third year, to 
do Obedience to the Emperour. To this they anfwered, that they for the more 
certainty could better make addreffes every fifth year at Peking, fo that they might 
come annual iy to Canton with four Ships to trade there. Afterwards the Chan- 
cellour Summoned the Tartar and China Councils together, to confider of the 
Propofals of the Hollanders, allcdging(he being Prefident) that they ought to 
give them leave every fifth year to come and falute the Emperour : mofl of the 
Tartars were of this opinion, but the Chineses feemed outwardly willing to fhow 
far greater favour to the Hollanders , namely, that they fhould come but once 
every nine years to Peking, by reafon of the vaft diftance from Batavia to the 
Imperial City. But herein they thought to have out-witted the Tartars , for they 
under/iood that the Hollanders were not to be permitted in the mean time to 
Trade at Canton. They propofed alfo to the AfTembly, whether under the no- 
tion of Hollanders , the Englifb might not likewife appear, who about thirty years 
i/ru t came with four Ships into the Harbourof Hcytawon^ where they took away 
four Veffels laden with Salt , the Mandarine Prifoner, and fhot down a Fort, com- 
mitting feveral other violences, for which from that time they were held and de- 
clared Enemies of the Empire ; therefore they fhould befatisfiedof the Integrity 
of the Hollanders , before they were permitted to Trade in China : For befide that 
it was contrary to the cuftom of the Countrey to let them have a Free Trade in 
any part of the Empire, neither did it appear by their Credentials that any fuch 
thing was defired ; fo that they concluded that they had exceeded their orders. 
The EmbafTadours were not a little furprized at thefe proceedings of the Council, 
for they underftoodno otherwife, but that the Emperour had according to the 
Contents of the fecond Mandatory Letter, formerly procured by the Vice-Roy 
oC Canton, fully agreed to the requefl of the Hollanders concerning a Free Trade 
in Canton i and that they had only thereupon to go and return their thankstohis 
Majefty at Felling. The Embafladours were well enough informed of the de- 
igns and pra&ices of Father Adam and fome other Jefnites , who had lived there 

i F ^ e f arS ’ . 3n( * . bad becn br * bed under hand by the PorlHoneffes , to oppofe 
the Hollanders in this their defign of Free Commerce in China therefore they 
endeavoured to perfwadethe Tartars, that th e Hollanders under colour and pre- 
tence ofMerchandjzmg, defigned nothing lefs but to get footing firft of all in 
their Countrey, and afterwards to Plunder and carry away whatfoever was Porta- 
. * The EmbafTadours were alfo informed how that thefe Jefuits had likewife 
highly complained, that Maccao would be utterly ruined and impoverifhed by fuch 
a Trade, and withal that they had told the Tartars, to make them the more averfe 
to the Hollanders , that they were a people made up of feveral Nations, without 
any Habitations, and only fubfifted by Pyracy at Sea. But that which moft of all 
f .rprtzed the Embaffadours, was to find themfelves deceived of their Money bv 
the Canon Vice-Roys, to whom they had paid thirty five hundred Toel of Silver! 
whjch r„m the V ice-Roys promifed to pay the Chancellour and fome others of 
hi Majcfues Council, to procure rlieir favour and afiiftance for a difpatch of their 

Wd t c ,Xr! 7 8 ,ha 7 hcy WCre b >' the Vice-Roys^hey tZ 

foacd to confider of lome other way to obtain their purpofe: wherefore thev 
h, ft thought good to propofe to the Council the point of cL.ng rfrad vear! 
at Canton, and to endeavour to efretf the fame a a. Pri.^ , ^ 

fent the Mandarine of the old Canton Vice- Roy to the Prim/nh^ ^ mbaffadours 

they 
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that they were Hollanders and no others Thr«vi;L^ -r 7 r " ~ 

and the Council, that they would favour them tf r CIrcl ^ c '* the Emperour 
cut in Brafs, to feal therewith all the Pafs-ports of rh '' [? me . rokcn or emblem 

diflinguilh them from any other Nation, and impower them eid.er t' Ch f °i' W 
or come to an Anchor upon their Coaft. At laft the Vmh.ff j pa! ? £y, 
to the Council, that they would be pleafed to admit of the if/? 0 *?* P ro P ofed 
Converfe, arid Trade in China as their own ! Subieff t toLivc - 

Impofitions, as had been formerly granted to thofi/of P ut,es and 

Siam, according to the old Chin J Urns The v V °i and 

. c *1 • 1 , , . v Laws * rhe Embaffadours withal DrnnntWI 

that if the) might be admitted upon equal terms with thofe three Nations ’ 
they would in acknow edgment thereof everv tUWJ „ , i/ atIons > 

Majefiy, bringing Prefentsf with Z iC^'K K mst i “'I ^ 
brought the Embaffadours might have Licenfe to depart in due time with- 
out ftaymg for the return of them ; becaufethe Veffels which were ufcd to Salt 
Water, were not able toconttnue m Frelh withoutmuch Damage. ButtheEm 
baffadours were not able to cUtd* thing of this, being not well furnifted 
w.th Money the Key of the work, and that which gives a quick difpatch to 
all Affairs in China ; for they had already difpofed both of their Prefenc and 
Silver, and to take up Money at eight or ten per. Cent, for a months time, they did 
not think convenient ; and therefore they refolved to apply themfelves to the 
Emperour himfelf, who was pleafed to fend to know how far the Council had 
proceeded in the bufinefs ; and underftanding that the Embaffadours offered everv 
five years to come and falute the Emperour, he himfelf was pleafed to put out 
with his own hand the number of rive, and toinfert that of eight, out of a parti- 
cular inclination to the Hollanders, alledging that they had need of five whole 
years to go and come, if fo be they would only Travel by day ; for faid the Em- 
perour, How tsttpojjlble for them to continue fitch tedious Voyages , if you allow them 
no longer time ? Befide,whyfhouldweJtraiten them in fuel, a point, who do not (land 
in need of me, nor fear me, hut out of a ftngnlar refp,a and afeHion come to falute me 
with their Goods and Prefents ? Certainly rve ought to ufe thefe People more kindly 
that Jo after they have performed [neb undertakings, they may tarry at home , and red 
themfelves for two or three years. 

This favourable aniwer of the Emperour gave great encouragement to the 
Emballadours to hope well of their bufinefs ; but the ChanceJIours chief Secre- 
taryaidall that he could to diflwade them from making too much hafte with 
what they had to defire further of his Imperial Majefty i laying. Is it not enough 
that fuch ho never till then addrcfl themfelves in Emhajfy to falute his Majefiy , and 
fo much prejudiced by former afperfions , and almofi unaccept able to many great Perfons 
in China, to be received and admitted as Friends and Allies at the fir ft overture , and 
to Frogrefs through the Countrey? So that Ihould the Embafl'adours infill too 
much upon a Free Trade, they might cafily unhinge their well begun bufinefs’, for 
they were not to imagine that the Emperour and his Council were obliged to 
grant at firft fight all whate’re they Ihould defire ; and therefore advifed them to 
forbear mentioning a Free Trade till their next return, when they would have a 
better opportunity. But the Embaffadours did not think, fit to follow his advice, 
for the time drew near that the Emperour was to make his entrance into his new 
Palace, when he had appointed and promifed the Embalfadours to give them Au- 
dience. But before they could have a hearing, they were firft fo perform obe- 
dience in the did Palace, where the Emperours Treafureand Seal are kept, in re- 
gard, according to a Proverb amongft the Chinefes , this place is older then the 
Emperour, and therefore chofen and bleft by Heaven, and the firft honour doth 
alfo belong unto it j fo that all Forreign Embaffadours who refufe to pay fuch 

I i refpefts 


refpe£ls, muft not appear before the Emperour, but depart without hearing, as 
hapned to the Embafladour of Mnfcovy , who to preferve the dignity and efteem 
of his Lord and Mafter, would not perform here the ufual Complement and Cere- 
mony: yea, all the Grandees of the Kingdom muft do their duty heree’re they 
appear before his Majcfty j nay more, the Emperour himfelf before he is Inftall d, 
is obliged to come and bow here : And this cuftom is ufually performed three 
days before Audience. 

Upon the 22. ot Augujl , came the Agents of the Canton Vice-Roys, with the 
Mandorine Binxenton , and others of Canton , early in the morning to our Lodg- 
ings', not long after appeared alfo three Chine fe Do&ors, and fome of the Court in 
very rich habits : Thefe perfons condufted the Embafladours and their Follow- 
ers in great State into a room of the old Palace, much like a Library, for we faw 
none but Scholars and Gown-men, with Books in their hands ; from whence after 
feme jfhort ftay, we were cond tufted into an open Court, within a high Wall, where 
we were commanded at the voice of the Herauld to kneel thrice, and to bow our 
heads to the ground : After a fliort paufethe Herauld proclaimed aloud, in the 
Chinefe Language, Cafchan, which is in E nglijh^God hath Jent the Emperour : After- 
wards hecryed aloud, Qnee, that is,F all upon your kpees : Then he pronounced the 
word Canto, ftgnifying. Bow your head, after that Coe , Bidding them ft and up and 
this did he three times in order one after another, wherein we alfo conformed : 
At laft he called to us, Coe , that is, go on one fide and we did fo. All thefe Cere- 
monies and Refpe&s were performed in the prefence of at leaft a hundred Chinefe 
Decors, or Rabbies : afterwards we returned to our Lodgings. And now 
the Embafladours, according to the cuftom, w'ere to appear upon the 25. of 
Augttfty before the Emperour, but were prevented by the fudden death of the 
Emperours youngeft brother, who about fix years of Age hapned to dye upon 
the 23. of the fame month, not without fufpicion of Poifon by fome of the Coun- 
cil, who it feems (as we were told) 'did not think him worthy to live, becaufe 
he had provoked the Emperour in fome ill Language long before our arrival at 
P eking. 

But others aferibe his death to a violent Cold he took by drinking of a glafs of 
of Ice-water, being very hot, which put him into fuch a violent diftemper, that 
he dyed in a few hours after. The Emperour feemed very much to lament 
his death, for he would not be feen by any perfon in three days. This young 
Prince was kept a whole month before his Interment, fo that the Embafia- 
dours were held from having Audience of the Emperour, until the fecond of 
September. « 

Upon the 14. of Auguji the Embafladours underftood, that the Embafladour 
of M ufcovy went from thence without Audience, becaule he refufed to bow to the 
Seal of the Emperour , fo to preferve the Honour and Dignity of his Lord and 
Mafter. One of his Gentlemen came about noon, whilft the Embafladours were 
at Dinner, and took leave in the name of all the reft, and defiled likewife the 
favour of a Letter, to fhew in Rttflia that he had found us here *, which was pre- 
fently granted. Afterwards we were informed that this Embafladour was not 
fuftered to depart, till the Emperour had given him a Pafs. 

The next day after the Funeral, the Emperour fent word to the Chancellour, 
that he fliould conduct the Dutch Embafladours upon that day before his Make- 
files Throne, as alfo thofe of the Great Mogol. He accordingly gave notice by 
Proclamation to all the Grandees in Peking , that they were to appear theninthe 
Court before his Royal Throne. 

Upon the day appointed for this long expected Audience, came the Mandorine 
P inxem «, with the Agents and Mandcrinesoi the Canton Vice-Roys, and fome 

others 
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othersofthe Court, in very rich habits to our Lodgings, about two in the af 
ternoon w.th Lanthorns to conduft the Etnbaffadours, who were only attet 
ded.by fix of their Followers, the reft were ordered to flay at home. * When 

they came to the Court, they were firft conduced through the outward Gate and 
afterwards over a great Quadrangle with a well-built Gate, and placed upon the 
fecond Hamofthe Court on the left fide, where we fat aU night in theopen Air! 

Throne " ^ ^ ft0 " eS “ m0rnin 8’ when his Majefty was to appear upon his 

We were no fooner feared, but the Embafladour of the Great MW accom- 

^ an ^ C ir Wlt ” " Ve P er ^ ons °[ ’Honour, and about twenty Servants, cameand placed 
himfelf next to our Embaffadours, as alfo the Embaffadours of Lammas and 
Suytadfen , next to whom alfo fat feveral great Lords of the Empire. 

And becaufewe were to continue in this pofture all night, in expedationof 
his Makefiles appearance in the morning early upon his Throne } I fhall defer 
acquainting the Reader a while, with what part upon that moft glorious day ; and 
in the mean time give you a Defection of the Forreign Etnbaffadours, who 
were alfo with us in this Emperours Court. 
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The Embaffadour of Suytadfen ("who may be properly called South -Tartars) 
deferves here the firft and chiefeft place, being he was moft in efteem in thig Court, 
and preferred before the reft. I could not certainly learn his bufinefs, but only 
as they told me by guefs, that the King of Suytadfen fent him with Prefents to the 
Great Chant, according to the cuftom of their Countrey, the Frontier people and 
Borderers ufingto pay fuch homage to this their Grand Lord. 

He had a Coat on, which came down to his knees, made of Sheep-skins dyed 
Crimfon, his Arms were naked, ftript up to the very Shoulders, fo his upper Gar- 
ment was Sleevelefs ; his Cap fat dole to his Head, turned up or edg’d with Sables, 
the crown whereof Plum’d, as one may fay, with a Tuft of a Horles Tail, colourexi 
Red alfo, which is to them as Eftridge Plumes ♦, his Breeches made of a flight Stuff, 
hung down to his mid-legs in a moft flovenly manner ; the Boots he wore were 
fo heavy and large, that he could hardly walk in them j upon his right thigh 






The Mogol Embafladour (of whofe bufinefs and requeft we have already made 
mention) had a very rich Blew Silk Coat on, which was fo wondrous richly em- 
broidered with Gold Thred, that it looked like Maflie beaten Gold 5 which hang- 
ing down almoft to his knees, was girt about his Wafte with a Silk Girdle, with 
great rich Tasfles at both ends; he wore neat Buskins of Turky Leather, and a 
very mighty Turband of feveral colours. 

The Empire of the great Mogol (who had fent the Embaffadour to the Great 
Chant) comprehends properly the Northern part of Eaft-India, or the Coun- 
trey fituated between the Mount Cane af us (now called Dalauguer) and the Sea 
between the River Ganges and Indus. This Empire called Mogol , had its name 
from the Tartar Kings, who formerly made themfelves Mafters of it, and is divi- 
ded into feveral Kingdoms, though fome of them belong to other Princes ; but 
the chiefeft Kingdoms over which this Great Mogol properly commands, ar eCam- 
haya , Dely , Sanque , Mandro y and Bengala : this Great Prince commonly keeps his 
Courtinthe City of Dely y in the Kingdom of Dely . • .. n ; 

All thefe Countries over which the Great Mogol commands, are very fruitful in 
the produd of all manner of Cattel, and Fruits, as Rice, Corn, Wax, Silk, Sugar, 
Cotton, and all forts of Spices, which are brought from thence in great abun- 
dance. Upon the Mountains are found the Onyx Stone, Diamonds, and other 
Precious Gems. 

It is held for certain, that this Great Mogol can bring into the Field, in a very 
fhort time, three hundred thoufand Fighting Men, and fivethoufand Elephants. 

Moft of the Inhabitants are Mahometans, and fome Ancient Idolaters : In thofe 
parts there are no want of Jews, who drive a fubtle Trade amongft them, as alfo 
fome Aby flitter Chriftians, allured thither by a profitable Commerce. 

The 
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The Embaffadour of the hmm* C w h° is expreft in the annexed Print) was 
-lothed in Yellow, his Hat much like a Cardinals, with broad brims *, at his fide 
bung a Crucifix, which thefe Church-men commonly carry about with them by 
which they fay their Devotions after the manner of the Catholicks. Thole ot 
L ammas are a fort of Religious People, who had lived a long tu " e 
but the laft Emperonr of China, before the Tartars Conquered it, had bamflic 
rhem his Countrey, from whence they went and fetled themfelves in lartary , 
where theyhad thefree exercife of their Religion. Now thefe bribed People 
had fent this Embaffadour to life Great Cham, withrequeft that they might have 
leave to return and exercife their Devotions as formerly. What fuccefs he 
had in his bufinefs I could not learn, but his reception at Court was very friendly 

(hall proceed to relate what pall during our day in the Emperours 

^ Atthe Court Cate, in which wc fat expecting the dawn, we law firft three black 

n l aa 11 anti V adorned after the Chincfc manner, Handing there for 

Elephants, gallantly aaorneu aiccr j anirded upon their backs 

grc.tcr li.c. . Th j> Ocv.d W«R ,nd R- 

sr *&£Z 

round gaaing and looking upon us w.th g«at a^ mnon, | caft 

affront. About an hour a B when the two Tartar Lords, who utually 

fudden, as if there had been an Al ’ h M them with their Followers 

were fent to the Embaffadours, came am ^ round w ith Tartar Soul- 

througli another Gate, into .a ^ thencetoa J[ ird court, which was the inner-moft, 
"heCfeof'the Emperours Throne Rood, and the Lodgings for the 
Great Cham, his Wife and Children. ^ ' This 
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This Court , which contains four hundred Paces in the fquare, was lined 
on allfides with aflrong Guard, all of them in rich Coats of Crimfon -coloured 

Sattin. 

On each fide of the Throne flood 1 1 'i Souldiers, each whereof bore a feveral 
Flag, and likewifewore coloured Habits futable to his Enfign, on ly they had all 
black Hats, with Yellow Feathers. Next to the EmperoursThrone flood twenty 
two Gentlemen, each with a rich Yellow Skreen or Umbrillo in his hand j next 
thefe flood ten other perfons, each holding a Gilt Radiant Circle in his hand, re- 
fembling the Sun ; next to thefe flood fix others with Circles imitating' the 
Moon at the Full ; after thefe, were Handing fixteen other perfons, with half 
Pikes or Poles in their hands, hung full of Silk Tasfles of feveral colours j near 
to thefe flood thirty fix more, each holding a Standard, curioufly adorned with 
Dragons (the Emperours Coat of Arms) and other fuch Monflers after thcCbi- 
nefe fafhion. And in this manner were both fides of the Emperours Throne 
Guarded and Adorned, adding an infinite number of Courtiers, all of them in 
very rich Habits, all of one Colour and Silk, as if a Livery 3 which added very 
much to the Splendour of the place. ’ 

Before the fteps leading up to the Emperours Throne, flood on each fide fix 
Snow-White Hortes,mofi curioufly tricked and adorned with rich embroidered 
Trappings, and Bridles befet with Pearls, Rubies, and other Precious Stones. 
Wlulftwe were beholding with admiration all the Pomp and Splendour of this 
Court, we heard the noife and jingling of a little Bell, fweet founding, and de- 
lightful to the Ear. B 

Hardly had this Clock or Bell finifhed the Alarm, but we faw the old Tutana 
with thirty of the eminent Perfons and chiefeft Counfeliours of the Empire, in 
very rich Habits, go and make his Obedience in great State and Humility to the 
Emperours Throne, which was after this manner 3 There flood a Herauld who 
nrft made Proclamation, and then the Tutang with thofe that accompanyed him, 
fell upon their knees, and bowed down their Heads nine times to the ground, 
rvhilft delightful Mufick, both Vocal and InftrUmental, fill’d up the vacancies of 
mute Ceremony. 


No fooner had thefe Lords performed their Obedience to the Emperours 
Throne, but immediately another Sett of very eminent Perfons came, doing the like 
m the lame manner. Then followed the Embaffadour of the Shdad^en^ and the 
Embaffadour of the Lammas, who were condufted to the Throne in extraordi- 
naiy State by thefirfi and fecond Chancellours 5 and after thefe had done all their 
Reverence to the Chair, the Chancellour came to our Embafladours, and asked 
t hem what quality or dignity they had j they anfwered him, that they had the 
lame of Thiotnping^ for with this Title they were at firft qualified by the Canton 
v i ce ”R oy si | after the fame Chancellour went to the Mogol Embaffadour, and 
asked him like wife the famequeftion, who anfwered, that he was of that quality 
vvKh the H^/WEmbaffadoursi whereupon he was placed by the Chancellour in 
the like degree of honour and dignity with them. 

In the center of the quadrangle, over againft the middle Gate of his Maiefties 

Throne, flood twenty extraordinary Mark r rtones, which were inferibed with 

I be Under--iW. went on the left fiJe, and made figns to the Embafladours 
tmt t icy were to make up to the Tenth ftone, and there to be their ftation. Be- 
ing thus placed, the Herauld called to them aloud , Go and jiand before the Throne ; 
hereupon we made up to the Throne ; then the Herauld called again ,ftep intoyon 
tUce, wh,ch accordingly was done ; then he fpoke again, ZW your Heads three 













times to the ground, which we did ; atla/ihe called rn „< -r T — 

and this hapned three times one after another • Jaft of all th u i and V rofc > 
Return to your place, whereupon we retired ^ tooursld Th » 7^ ?'° ud 

doors, together with th e Mogul, were afterwards condutd tl a or Thf" 

which propt the Seats of the Throne fome twenrv C™ , ? 8 . Theater, 

built and adorned with feveral Galleries of Alabafln r^M-i and i curio “ n / 
And after they had there kneeled and bowed their He C '' '** wl * e ^ 
ordered to fit down, and then treated ciXwbh T f r^' morc >, tf >^ w ^e 

in Wooden Dilhesor Cups ; but the Followers of th^m^Oidoarf n' ^di!" ^ 

low, not wanting the fame liquor. Soon after the Bells rinrkl 7 

caftall the people upon their knees. We endeavoured whar 

fight of the Empcrour in his Throne as he fat in State, but the crowd°of I ** * 

tiers about him wasfuch, that it Eclipfed him from us in all his Glory. fh,sC ° Ur ‘ 

r M C “5 p ' ' "c ty P accs , from 1 the Embalfadours, his Throne fo glifter’d with 
Gold and 1 rec.ous Stones, that the Eyes of all that drew near dazzled t The Em 
bafladours themfelves difcerned nothing ot him but a lirtle of his Face ; next and 
on his fide fat the Vice-Roys, Princes of rhe Blood, and all other great Officers of 
the Corn t, all likew ife drinking Tbeatn Wooden Diffies, and that in great abun- 
dance ; thefe Grandees wore all one fott of Habit, which was extraordinary 
Rich , they had Blew Sattin Coats on, curioufly interwoven with Golden Di7 

Gold afd d P 77 . ( ‘ h ' Em P C T rS f hZMry) thc * had Ca P s embroidered with 
Gold, and deck with Diamonds and other Precious Stones, which fignified their 

degrees and qualities. On each fide of rhe Throne flood forty of hi Majcflies 
^eS’t^^f WS an ‘ J 5 thrfe hindered Embafladours 

This Mighty Prince having fat thusin Magnificent State about a quarterof an 

:7 Ur T, r0 /7 UP s W,t r ha !,r ,S A i t t nd 7 tS1 andasthe Embalfadours were withdraw. 
1«‘ /, de Ay/cr obferved the Empcrour to look back after them, and for as 
much ns he could difccrn of him, he was young, and of fair complexion, of mid- 
dle ftatnre, and well proportioned, clothed and fluffing all in clinquant Gold. 
We much admired that the Empcrour fuffered the EmbalTadours to depart with- 
out tpeaking once to them ; but this is a cuftom not only among the Chine fes, but 
a o among ot ei Epftern people, that their Kings and Emperours feldora appeat 
to their own Sub;c#s,and much lefs to Forreigncrs i befide, k has been obferved 
through all times amongft the Emperours o{ China, that they never fliowthem- 
lelves to any Granger whatfoever, but only to their own Domekicks, and then 
heated in itateupon the imperial Throne. 

The Embafladours departed, and the Courtiers, the Souldiers and Life-Guard 
marched oft in muchdilorder ■ by real on of the infinite concourfe of people, we 
had trouble enough before we got to our Lodgings, though wc had a fufficicnt 
Guard to clear the way before us. 

The Embafladours were no fooner come into their Lodgings, but two of the 
chiefeft of the Council repaired thither in the name of his Majefty, to requeft 
the fight of a pack of Holland Cloths which the Emperour was defirous to fee. 
They gave them a Black Velvet Suit and Cloak, and a pair of Boots and Spurs, 
a pair of Silk Stockings, Boot-hoi e-tops, Drawers, a Band, Shirt, Sword, 
Belt, and a Beaver, all which feemed fo very rich to the Emperour, that hefaid, If 
loc EmhaffadoHrs meat fuch Habits, how tnnji their Kings be cloatheclthen ? In the 
evening the Empcrour lent back all the Cloths by one of his Council, who very 

much admired the fiuft of the Hat, and asked of what and where the fame was 
made. 

And becaufc the whole world may fay, that fpeak of this Court, that the fame 

far 
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far exceeds all Royal Palaces in Europe , for Splendour, Art, Wealth, and Pleafure; 

I (hall give you a large account thereof, and of the Platform in Print, which I took 

my felf. . , 

This Imperial Court, which is exa&ly fquare , contains three miles in cir- 
cumference, within the fecond Wall of the City on the North fide, being 
fortified alfo with ftrong Hone Battlements fifteen foot high j in this Wall are 
four Gates, (in the middle of each fide one) which have their Profpe&s to- 
ward the four Angles of the world, and fo named after the four Cardinal winds j 
but that which Hands toward the South, is the chiefefl and moft ufed. Wepafl, 
wficn we went to appear before the Emperours Throne, through this Gate, and 
front thence into a Bafe Court, which had a well paved crofs way of 400 paces , 
with 2 Water-Trench cut through the middle, and over a Hone bridge of fourteen 
paces, very curioufly built, but the water was in fome places covered over with 
weeds. Before this Graff or Channel Hands alfo drawn up upon the Plain, a 
great number of Tartars, Horfe and Foot, who as Sentinels, fufier none topafs 
through i when you are over this Bridge you come to the firfl Gate, guarded with 
tjre'e Black Elephants •, through this Porch, being fifty paces long, and built 
upon five Hately Arches, you come into the firfl quadrangle , which is alfo 
4popac'es large, and whither * we were brought by Pinxenton (as hath been al- 
ready fajd) tp expe£f with the other Embafladours the coming of the Emperour : 
Jfijs plaino is well built with uniform and Hately houfes, Handing amidfl three 
more lofty and fortified Edifices* which are foflrong with high thick Walls and 
BijilWftfJts, that they are able to defend the place. From this Court there are paf- 
fagps underneath the three great Stru&ures, which leads into a fecond quadrangle 
alio 400 paces wide, built and adorned with brave buildings asthe former ; from 
hgnee you p^fs into the third and lafl Plain, alfo fquare, and of the fame bignefs 
w;tb the former *, this quadrangle which lyes dire&Iy in the Crofs, and paved with 
Grpj if one, the Great Cham chofe himfelf for his own Refidence. Here 3K0 

mofl fumptuous and coflly Buildings, but the chiefcfl among thefe are^mr, 
whiefi exceeds all the refl in Magnificence, Art, and Beauty, and take up at leafla 
tjqfd part of the three fides of the Court. 

Dire&ly forward appears the Building, where his Imperial Majefly fat upon 
his Throne, and which are far more Hately and fumptuous then the former, into 
which you enter through three ample and curious Arches. In this third Court 
refide only the Emperour and Emprefs, and none is permitted to enter here but 
their Attendants. 

The Emperour, according to the cuflom of the Heathen Princes, maintains fe- 
veral Women in this his Seraglio } butamongfl all thofe only one aflumes the 
Title of Emprefs, all the refl are his Concubines, performing duties in feveral 
degrees ; thefe wait on the King himfelf, others look to the keeping of Rooms 
and Chambers decent and clean } fome take care of the Children, and thefe only 
of the Emperours Bed-chamber, his Kitchen, and Table: of thefe Concubines in 
their feveral Attendances are at leafl five thoufand, moflof them no more then 
Maid-fervants. 

Such fhews this Palace within, if you go through the South Gate firait to the 
third Plaino, or the Emperours abode ; the fame Courts, and as many appear, 
going through the other Gates, with all fuch buildings and adornments ; for the 
whole circumference of the Court is cut through in the middle in the form of a 
Ct pfs, and in feveral places equally and orderly divided. Without the third 
Plain, which lyes in the middle of the Court, and upon which Hand the Emperours 
Buildings, are feveral plcafant Cardens, Palaces, Woods, Pools, Rivers, and delicate 
Summer- Houfes, which the Emperour caufed to be made for his Pleasure 5 and each 
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is fo large, that it is fit enough for any Prince to live in ; fo that this his Palace con- 
tams feveral Courts for Kings within the Walls. Each of the Empcrours Chil- 
dren, fo loon as they are ten years old, is fetled in one of thofe quadrangles : 
The tour Concubines whom the Emperour hath chofen from amongft the reft 
for his peculiar pleafure, havealfo each of them, without the third Plano, a parti- 
cular Dwelling or Court, where they k^ep State, and which are built oppofite 
to the four corners of the world, facing the four principal Winds. 

There arc befide in this Court, a great many other Houfes and Dwellings 
for the Men-fervants and Maid-fervants, as alfo for Artificers, their Priefts and 
others i it affirmed- to nve, that the whole number of thofe refiding there 
amounts at leaft to fifteen or fixteen thoufand perfons. 

All the Edifices, which are fomany, are moft richly adorned with guilt Galle- 
ries, Balconies, and carved Imagery, to the admiration of all that ever faw them *, 
each Dwelling having a large Pent-houfe, fo that you may walk dry in all weather : 
Moll: of the Timber which appears on the out-fide of the Houfe, is either gilt or 
coloured over with a certain Gum, called by the Cbintfes Cie, much in ufeamongft 
them, and wherewith they colour or paint their Houfhold-ftuff, Ships, and Houfes* 
that they make them Shine and Glifier like Looking- glaffes; 

All the Roofs of the Buildings are covered with Yellow glazed Pantiles, which 
fiiine, when the Sun refleds, brighter then Gold ; which has made fome believe and 
report, that the Roof of this Royal Palace was covered with pure Gold *, whereas 
in truth the Tiles are only made of Clay, and Glaz’d and Neil’doVer with Artificial 
Yellow : But yet as I was told, each of thefe Tiles are faftned to theRoof with 

an Iron Nail, whereof the head is gilt* which makes fo much the moreSplendour. 

Befide the above-mentioned Channel or Graff, which is very ("hallow and grown 
ovet with Weeds ^ there is yet another in this Palace, which runs through the 
whole Court, with feveral windings and turnings, and ferves to water the Gardens 
and Woods : This receives its water from the River which fprings from a 
Pool called Si, near to the Mountain Jaciven , and is within the Emoerours Court 
fo broad and deep, that it will bear great Veffels which come laden in, to the great 
convenience of the Inhabitants. This River fends alfo its Streams to fuch Rocks 
or Cliffs made by Art, whereof we formerly mentioned. There is not any thing 
wherein the Chincfes fhew their Ingenuity more, then in thefe Rocks or Artificial 
Hills, which are fo curioufly wrought, that Art feems to exceed Nature : Thefe 
Cliffs arc made of a fort of Stone, and fometimes of Marble, and fo rarely adorned 
with Trees and Flowers, that all that fee them arc furprized with admiration. 
Rich and Wealthy People, efpecially the great Lords and Mandorines, have for 
the moft part fuch Rocks in their Courts and Palaces, upon which they fquander 
good part of their Eftates. It was told me of a certainty, that fomewheie about 
Pekjng there are fome Rocks, which contain Chambers, Clofets, Parlours, Vyvers, 
and all manner of Trees fo curioufly wrought and adorned by Art, that the 
like is not to be fecn in the whole world. Thefe Artificial Mountains or Clifts 
arc commonly contrived with Chambers and Anti-chambers, tor a defence againft 
the [torching heat in Summer, and to refrefli and delight the bpiiits* for they 
commonly make their great entertainments in thefe Grots, and the Learned feek 

to ftudy in them rather then any other place. 

If I fhould relate all the other Artificial Ornaments, as of Gardens, Wildcr- 
neff's, Pools, and other particulars which adorn rhis Court, I fhould larexcee 
the bounds of what I intend, and perhaps to fome of belief ; this fliall only fuffice 
to let forth the wonders of this moft Magnificent Palace. 

Great endeavours were ufed by me to oblerve what was moft remarkable and 
worth taking notice of, as far as the fliortnefsof our ftay would permit, elpecia v 
concerning its fitnation. k ^ 
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It is an Ancient cuftom at Peking , that the Embaffadours (after their ad- 
drefles to the Emperour) in token that their Affairs are difpatched, are entertained 
with three Meals in the name and behalf of the Emperour , firft upon the tenth 
day } fo that thefe entertainments take up a whole month before they are ended : 
but in regard our Embaffadours were defirous to make what hafte they could 
home again, the Providore had obtained leave of the Emperour, though not with- 
out great difficulty, that thefe three Fcafts fhould be given them upon three fol- 
lowing days. 

At two of the clock in the Afternoon (upon the fame day that we had been at 
Court before the Emperour) the Embafladours were invited, together with the 
Mandarine Pinxenton , and others, as alfo the Captains and Souldiers who conduced 
them from Canton to Pekjng^in the name of the Emperour, to the firft Feaftat Pro- 
vidore Liptt s houfe, which was moft Noble and Splendid. To the fame Banquet 
or Entertainment, was alfo invited, in the name of the Emperour, the Embaffadours 
of the Great Mogol y the Suytadfen, and the Lammas. Our Holland Embaffadours 
fat on one fide of the Table with him of the Mogol , and the other two over againft 
them, with their Followers next unto them. The Dinner confifted of two Comity 
the firft Table was full of Fruits and dryed Sweet-meats ; and the fecond of 
boiled and roafted Mutton, Beef, and other Meat : For each of the Embaffadours, 
and for two of their Followers, a particular Table was covered with thirty Silver 
Difhes, full of rare Fruits and Sweet-meats. The Emperours Controuler (who 
like'wife appeared at this Feaft, reprefenting theperfon of his Majefty) fat alone 
upon a broad fide-board, with his Legs acrofs, like a Tay lour on his Shop-board * 
next him fat two other great Lords, who took order to fee the Embaffadours well 
entertained. The Servants who brought the Meat to the Table, and waited all 
Dinner time, were no ordinary perfons, but of good quality, and clothed all in 
Cloth of Gold. 

But before the Embaffadours fat down, they w r ere obliged to turn themfelves 
toward the North, the Emperour being abfent, and bowing three times as to- 
ward hiln, as they had done when they were before the Imperial Throne. 

The Banquet taken away, the boyled and roafted Meats were brought to the 
Table but only in three Difhes, and fo ill dreft, that we hardly durft venture to 
tafte of the Cookery of the Tartars. Dinner being almoft ended, the Emperours 
Steward called his Servants, and gave them all the Difhes which flood before 
him, only he referved one Difh, being a roafted rib of a Camel, of which he eat 
fo heartily, as if he had been fading all that day. 

This brave high Treatment finifhed, the Embaffadours, according to the cuftom 
of the Countrey, were to put up what they left into their Pockets to carry home. 
It was a very pleafant fight to fee how thefe greazy Tartars fluffed their Pockets, 
and Leather Drawers of their Breeches with fat Meat, that the liquor dropt from 
them as they went along the Streets ; fo greedy were they in eating and carrying 
away, that they were more like Peafants then Courtiers. 

After Dinner the Waiters brought up feveral Gold and Silver Pots full of 
Sampfon, which they pouring out into Wooden Difhes or Cups, gave round the 
Company, and they drank luftily of it themfelves. They told us that this drink 
was diftillcd from new Milk, and came out of the Emperours Cellar, and that this 
great favour and kindnefs was done to us, becaufe we came from fo remote a 
Countrey, and fo we wiuft drink away forrow. And though this Liquor was almoft 
as flrong as Brandy, yet the Embaffadours were forced to pledge the Steward fe- 
veral times, and to take what was left home with them } but they gave it away to 
the Souldiers, and others who flood at the Gate, who were better pleafed with it. 

This Dinner being thus ended, the Embafladadours, as formerly, muft once more 
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their 
gings fufli- 


in thankfulness of thisrcception return to thp Piv»r»« r> t 
obedience ; which being likewifedifpatched, they^etired to'rhelr L P j rf f r " 

ciently weary with the Ceremony of that day. Y " Lodging 

The next day being appointed for the fecond Meal camrr^rT 4 y 
or Rix-Providore to vificthe Embafladours in their I nrfer* l ^^-Ttttang 
among/} the reft, whether it were true that we conM r a,K as ^ e d them 

days and three nights together. Thus had our E^L f ° r thrcc 

Jefuits, reported of us, as alfo (as has been already faid> that^e hid! o CoaT^ 
but lived as Pyrates upon the Sea. The Embaflidours fatisfi-d hi n C ° ntrey > 
thing, and told him that they came thither for Commerce with them as thev^ 1 
inlevetal other Ringdoms, and wiping that their bufinefs might beeffjed-^o 
al winch the replycd, that there was not any thing he deGred more a 1 

would endeavour to further and promote the fame with all his power ' where 
upon the Embaffadours acquainted his Highnefs, that as yet they had done very 

o oVh T f"tc' r h l reup ° n M madeanfwer . tteifi * prefent it could be 
no otherwife, but if fo be they would once more come and falute the Emperonr 

before they were admitted as Friends and Subje&s he would - i 

that the Hollanders fhould be allowed to Trade freely in all the Emperour! Do- 

minions ; that they needed not to £ut thdtifelves to any great charge* that a 
few Prefents would efteft much. y h S ’ that a 

The Embafladours having been thus kindly and nobly received arid treated 
upon the firft day as has been faid went next day at noon^o the fecond Imperial 
Banquet, where likewifc repaired the Emba/Tadour of the Great Mogol (who fat 
oycragainft our Emba/Tadours) with fomc other Mandarines and Prime Perfons of 
the Empire. They obferved that the fecond Providore was more kind 

and open-hearted to the Uogol Emba/Tadour, and to the Moors , and the reft of the 
Guefts, then to them *, whereat they very much wondered* and not knowing the 
reaion, they asked the Interpreter what the caufe might be *, who intimated/ that 
this great Lord had not yet been prefented by them as he ought. Concerning 
which omiffion the Emba/Tadours took fpeedy order, little fufpctf ing Tuch neg- 
led i for they knew no better, but that Pioxenton and the Canton Mindorines had 
preiented all the Grandees as they ought, according to their qualities, having re- 
ceived enough from them forthatpurpofeat Nanking to fatisHc all; but mi/fruft- 
ing that they were as well Trepann’d by the Servants as by the Matters, they en- 
quired civilly how all their Prefents had been difpofed ; which they in plain terms 
refufed to give an account of, alledging that they durtt not name thole Perfons 
of Honour to whom they were prefented, lett it flioufd come to thcEmperours 
car : for this reafon, and bccaufe our bu/incfs with the Emperour was not yet dif- 
patched as it ought, the laft Banquet was deferred till the 14. of OStober. 

Upon that day the Emba/Tadours appeared with all their Followers to partake 
of the laft Treatment; and now the fecond Providore having been likewife pre- 
fented by them, they were received by him with all manner of feeming refped 
and a tied ion ; fo great an alteration had the fame wrought upon him, that his car- 
riage and language were both of another piece and colour, all foft and melting. 
Having fat about an hour at the Table, and drank once or twice about, they were 
afterwards prefented in the name of the Emperour with ihefe following Prefents, 
after this manner, r 

On the left fide of the Hall, where the Emba/Tadours were received and treated, 
ftood two long Tables, upon which the gifts were fpread in great order. Firft of 
all they delivered the Prefent for the General John Maavzuikgr ^ which the Embafia- 
dours received kneeling, with both their hands ; afterwards they and all their Fol- 
lowers were called by name, and had each their Prefents delivered to them like- 
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Embaflfadours were ready to depart, we 
(^Derial Throne, by thrice kneeling and 
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The Prefentsand Perfons to whom the fame were given, arethefe following. 


To the General John Maattnik^r 


Three hundred Toel of S ilver. 

Four Yacks of Damask^ 

Four Yachts of Blacky and four of Blevo Sattins . 

Four Yacks of Blew Damask- 

Four Yacks of Cloth of Gold , amongji which two with Dragons. 

Four Yack^ ofThuys. 

Twelve Yacks of Yelings. " . ? , 

Ten Yacks of Hokjens. , 

Four Yacks °f Blew Flower d Damask; 

Four Yacks ofGafen. 

Four Yackf of For as. 

Four Yacks °f Blacky Velvet. " s:< 

To each of the Embafladours 
One hundred Toel of Silver. 

Four Yacks of Yelings. 

Four Yacks of Gafen. 

F our Yacks of Dokiens. 

Three Yacks of Blew Sattins. 

Three Yacks of Black., andthree of Blew Damask* x . 

One Yack^of Blackfelvet. 1 * | J 1 

To the Secretary Baron . 1 r> 

Fifty Toel of Silver. * 1 1 * 

Two Yacks °f Yelings. r? 

Two Yackj of Garden. >! 

One Yack.of Damask; 

One Yack, of Cloth of Gold. 

One Yack.of Velvet. 

To each of their Followers' * 

Fifteen Toel of Silver. 

Two Yacks °f Hokjens. 

To the Interpreter Carpentier 
Thirty Toel of Silver. 

To the Interpreter Yaul Durette 
A Damask.Gown. 

The M andorine Yinxenton had given him 
A Mandorines Gown^ embroidered with Gold Dragons , which he was to wear im - 

mediately . 

Each of the other two M andorines, who were Gentlemen or Knights, 
received 

One Horfe without a Saddle. 

Each of the two Captains who had the command over the Souldiers, 
and conduced us from Canton to Yekjng y 
A Gown of Blew Silk. Damask. 

Each Souldier to the number of twenty, received 
A Coat of Black and Blew Silk. Damask. 


\ 
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departure out of Peking) the 
often fent to the Embaffadours 
aggons to be brought to carry 


Two days after, upon the 1 6 . (the day" 
two above-mentioned Tartar Lords, wlp 
on the behalf of the Emperour, cauf< 
the Goods. 

Upon the fame day the Embafladours were fent for to appear before the Coun- 
cil, by the Mandarine Pinxenton , in the Court of the Lipu, to receive the Empe- 
rours Letter writ to the Governour General at Batavia : They rid thither about 
one of the Clock, and came into an Anti-chamber, where oae of the Council took 
the Letter oft the Table, which was covered with a Yellow Carpet, and opening 
the fame, declared to them the Contents thereof : It was written double 

in the Chine fe and Tartar Tongues , gilded on the edges, and Painted on 
both fides with Gold Dragons. After he had opened it, he made the Letter up 
again, and wrapt it up in a Silk Scarf, putting it into a Box to be preferved from 
fullying } then he delivered it to the Embafladours, which they received kneel- 
ing with all humility and refped : Afterwards the faid Councellour took the 
Letter again from them, which binding to the back of one of the Interpreters, he 
went along with it before the Embafladours through the biggeftand middle Gate 
of the Court, which was fet open on purpofe to make way for this Imperial 
Miflive } which Ceremony was performed in great filence : neither was there 
any mention made at any of their Feafts and entertainments of our Netherland 
Affairs. 

The Empcrours Letter runs thus word for word. 

T/;e King fends this Letter to the Holland Governour , General John Maatzuyker 
at Batavia. Our Territories are fofar a funder, as the Eafl from the Wefl, fo that we 
can hardly come near one another *, and from many fore-going Ages to this prefent 
time , the Hollanders were never feen before by us. But thofe that fent Peter de 
Goyer, and Jacob de Keyfer tome, are a wife and brave People , who in your names 
have appeared before me, and brought me fever al Prefent s. Tour Countrey is ten thou- 
fand miles dijiant from me, but you fbow your noble minds in retnembringof me *, for 
this reafon my heart dues very much incline to you , therefore 1 fend to you two Rolls 
ofSattin with Dragons, be fide two other Rolls of Sattin, four Rolls of Flower'd Sat- 
tin, four Rolls of Blew Sattin without Flowers four Rolls of Kin four Rolls of Chame- 
lot, ten Pieces of P elinx,ten Pieces of Phanfy,ten Pieces of fine Stuffs, and three hun- 
dred Tool of Silver. Ton have asked leave to come and Trade in my Conutrey , to Import 
Commodities into it , and to export others out of it, which Will make •very much to the 
profit and advantage of my SnbjeSls. But in regard your Countrey is fo far off. and 
the winds very hifh here y which will very much endanger your Ships ', It would very 
much trouble me if any of them jhould mi) carry by the way > therefore if you pleafeto 
fend hither , I defire it may be but once every eight years, and no more then one hundred 
Men in a Company , whereof twenty may come up to the place where I keep my Court ; 
and then you may bring your Merchandises ajhore into your Lodging, without Barte- 
ring them at Sea before Canton. This l have thought good to propofe for your lntcreji 
and Safety, and I hope it will be well liked of by you } andthus much I thought fit to 

make known unto you. 

In the Thirteenth Year, eight Months, and 
twenty nine days of the Reign of 

Sungte. 

Underneath flood 

Hougtee Thoepe. 
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The Rix-Providore was bi^^KCourt about Tome State Affairs when the 
Embaffadours were there, fotB^toy eould not fpeak with him, which they 
would willingly have done 5 for iMriW Friend, and could procure any thing 
from the Emperour. The EmbaflWProeing returned home with this Letter to 
the General at Bata<via y they were urged by the Commiflioners to depart, who 
alledgedthatitwas a cuftom amongft the Cbinefes , after their difpatch from the 
Emperour, not to continue two hours in the City, if they would avoid falling 
into fome inconvenience 5 fo that we were neceffitated to depart at noon out of 
this Imperial City of Peking , and had no time to take a view of the circumference 
of the place, or of any thing elfe that was rare and worth the notice : For during 
our flay, we were continually kept clofe in our Lodgings as Reclufes in their 
Cells, without once ftirring abroad to take our pleafure, though we were 
well received by the Emperour, and provided with a rich allowance j for the 
Embaffadours received daily 
Six Catti of frejb meat . 

One Goof e. 

Two Pullets, • 

Four Cups of Samp f on. 

T wo Tod of Salt. 

Two Toel of Thea, 

One Toel and one Meafi ire of Oyl. 

Six Toel of Mifon. 

One me aj tire of Pepper. 

Six Catti of Herbs * 

Four Catti of MeaL 
Iwofrefb FifbeSi 
Two Toel of Sttttati. 

The Secretary Henry Baron received daily 
One Catti of f re fh meat. 

Fivemcafures of Thea. 

One Catti of Meal. 

One Me aft ure of Tanfoe. 

Five Coudrtne of Pepper. 

Four Toel of Sutatti. 

Four meafures of Oyl. 

Four Toel of Miffon. 

One Catti of Herbs. 

One Cup of Arack. 

Each of the Followers received daily 
One Catti of f re fh meat. 

One Cup of Arack. 

Two Toel of Herbs. 

One Catti of Rice. 




' \ 

We had Wood and Fruit of all forts fent in daily in great abun- 
dance *, as alfo China Difhes for the Table, according to their manner. But 
the Embaffadours to hint to them how they fared in Holland , befpoke feveral 
other Difhesar their own charge j but we received after we had been before the 
Emperour a double allowance, which was feldom done to any other Forreign 
Addreffors. J 

In the fir ft place you muff know, that the Province wherein this chief Imperial 
City of Peking is fituated, as alfo the City it felf, have been called in feveral times 

by 
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by fcveral names, in regard it is a great adtom among/! the Cbinefes (as has been 
already faid) that when the Race vy ticl^fem mands and rules over them happen 
to be altered commonly alfo thert*flfl«r?Feft Cities, nay, the whole Kingdom 
change and altet then names. Inthetimes of the Race of Chiva, this Province 

“! C fh tf |^ lty W r 4 ^ a kd l e “ ’ Under the Race of Cina it was called Xanghtr, and 
when the Race of Ha«4 reigned ^ was called Qnangyang-, and under the Race of 

6 ’ Hanyang. But the Race of Tatmmga which drove the Tartars out of China, 

named it P efyng and Xuntien , by both which they now call it. 

TheCity is called^, which fignifies the Northern chief City, todifiin. 
gui/h it from Nanking, which we Interpret the Southern City. But the other 
name wherewith it is fo commonly called by the Chinefe Geographers 

fignifies, Obedient to Heaven : It is called by the Tartars, Cambaln , that is . T be Cur 
of the Lord. J 

It lyes in forty Degrees Northern latitude* almoft upon the outward Northern 
limits of this Province, and the whole Kingdom not far from thofe high Mo’un* 

tains, and that great and famous Wall which feparates the Tartar and the Chinefe 
in the North from each other. 


It exceeds the Southern chief City o£ Nanking in number of Inhabitants, Soul- 
diers, and Magnates j but on the other hand is not to be compared with Nan - 
king for largenefs, regular Streets, and Fortifications. Its South fide lies veiled 
with two high and thick Walls, which are fo broad, that twelve Horfes may go 
abreaft upon them, without any hindrance to one another. The inner Wall 
which extends about ten miles in circuit, is fo thick fet with Bulwarks, 
that one may cafily fling a ftone from Tower to Tower. This Wall is all 
of ftone , and feems fo very high, that I believe the like is not to be found 
agaitt in all Ettrope * the outward Walls, within which the Suburbs lye enviro- 
ned, has very flight Fortifications, only on both fides of the Gates are three ftrorig 
Out-works. 

In thefe Redoubts and Towers, the Souldiers by night keep ftrift Courts of 
Guard, as if the Enemy were at the Gates. 

The Cbinefe Emperour Taicungus , who reigned over China in the year 1404. 
did very much embellifh this City, and beftowed feveral Priviledges upon her. 
Amongft the Emperours which belonged to the Race of Taiminga, this Taicungtts 
wasthefirft, who left the chief City of Nanking, andfetled his Imperial Court 
and Refidcncein this chief City of Fehjng , the better to hinder and refift the in- 
roads and excurfions of the 7 artars driven out of the neighbouring Countries by 
his Grandfather. 

The City has twelve Gates: All rarities in China are brought hither, fo that 
this City abounds in every thing, cither for pleafure, or humane fuftenance. Se- 
veral thoufand Royal Vcffels (befide thofe of private Perfons) are continually 
employed to fetch all manner of Wares and Curiofitics for the Empe- 
rour and his Council at Fckjng. Hither comes all the Revenues which each 
Province of tlfe Kingdom pays yearly to the Emperours Exchequer* and the 
better to effeft this, for the Importing of all Wares to Pelting, the Cbinefes ufe 
great endeavours to make all Rivers Navigable, that fo they may come with cafe 
by Water to the Emperours Court, with the Produ&s of feveral Provinces. Juftly 
may a Man admire at the Workmanfliipof the Chine fes , which partly by Art, and 
partly by Nature, is fo brought to pafs, that you may come to this City hundreds 
of Miles by Shipping from raoft parts of the Kingdom. 

By this Importation this place, though in an unfruitful and barren Soil, pof- 
fedfes every thing in great abundance, and may be called the Granary of the whole 
Empire * for they have a Proverb amongft them, That there grows nothing in Pe- 
king, yet there is no want of any thing. * - 
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^om^nderrand Officers, as well Civil as Military, who have a mind to 
be preferred, muft betake themfelve s^'th ia City, which prefenbes Laws to all 
others; and upon this place alone de^MT the whole Government oiChma fo 
that a very great number of Learned Men, and Officers, are alwaies refident 

l e The Streets are not Paved, infomuch that in wet weather (which is feldom) 
thev are hardly paffable; but when the t Northern winds blow, and the 
weather dry, the Soil which is of a light fubftance, makes a dull far more noyfome 
to Pafleneers then the deep and Miry Streets ; forfuch it is, that it blinds a Man 
as he goes along. The Inhabitants therefore to prevent this inconvenience, are 
fain to wear Silk Hoods over their Faces; and the extraordinary foulneis ot the 
way makes very many to keep Horfesto carry them after a Rainy day ; lor the 
infinite number of common people that are continually up and down* turns t is 

dufty Soil into Mire and -Dirt after a little Rain. . 

There are alfo Horfes or Sedans to be hired at any time for the accommodation 
of Paflengers *, but none make ufe of Sedans or Chairs but Perfons pf Quality. 



The annexed Print, which (hews you in what manner and ftate the Grandees of 

Peking are carried through the Streets, will ferve to t ^ e ^ ea ^ JJ 1 * VJ* 

The Sedan is made very Artificially of Bamboes or Rufhes,m the middle where- 
offtandsaChair, which is covered with a Tygers skin, upon which he that is 
carriedfeats himfelf, having behind him a Boy with an Umbril m his hand to keep 
off the Sun: His Servants likewife attend him, fome whereof go before, and 
others follow with Enfigns upon their fhoulders, whereby the quality oftheper- 
fon is known, and is refpe&ed accordingly as he paffes along. 

The City abounds in extraordinary brave Buildings, famous Idol Temples, 
high and Artificial Towers, and Triumphal Arches, which exceedingly adorn the 
the fame *, though we had not fo full a view thereof as we could have wilhed, in 
regard we were little better (as has been already faidj then confined to our Lodg- 
ings by order of the Emperour. ' 

Marcus Panins a Venetian , who was in this City in the year 1 275. wjien the Tar- 
tars Conquered the Southern Provinces of China, calls the fame in his Writings 
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the name of Cambalu f,which he defcribes in this manner ; The City Cambalu which 
lyes in the Province of Cathai upon a great River , and fignifies the City of the Lord 
has been very famous in all Ages. The Great Cham did transfer this City to ano- 

thcr part of : the River , for the Aftrologers had foretold him, that it fhould 
rite up againft him. This City lyes fourfquare, and is twenty four miles in cir- 
cumference, fo that each fide is fix miles long : the Walls are of White ftone high 

and broad*, each fide ofthe Wall has three chief Gates, which make twelve in the 

whole, and next to each of thefe ftands a moft ftately Palace : at each corner of 
the Wall is built a very noble Edifice, wherein the Arms of the City are preferved. 
The Streets run fo ftrait,that you have a thorow fight quite through the City from 
one Gate to the other, and built on both fidcs with brave large houfes. In the 
mitlft ftands a moll noble Idol Temple, wherein hangs a very large Bell, 
which they ring three times in an evening, after which nobody is to go out of his’ 
houfe till the next morning, unlefs it be for the Sick, or to vifit their Friends .• And 
whofoever goes out after the Bell has rung, mull take a light with him. Each 
Gate is watched by a thoufand Souldiers, notout of any fear of an Enemy, but 
againft Thieves and Rogues, who are very numerous about this City. 

The Embafiadours having taken their leaves of all the Grandees, and the 
chic fell of the Rix-Council, departed out of this famous Imperial City of Pekjng ; 
and being come without the Gates thereof, they made a halt to ftay for fome of 
the Waggons that were behind, by which means I had an opportunity to take a 
further view thereof, how the fame is fituated, and how that famous and far re- 
nowned Wall doth feparate Tart ary from China , and takes its courfe quite 
through the Mountains : A true Defcription whereof I here give you. 

So far does this Wall reach from Eaft to Weft, that it takes in four Provinces, 
as Laotung, Pelting , Xanfi , and Xenfi } It contains three hundred Dutch miles in 
length, and begins at an Arm of the Sea, which is fituated between the Province of 
Laotnng , and the hanging llland of Corea , where the River Talo flows out of the 
Eaftern Tartary ; from thence it reaches toward the Weft to the Mountains of 
the City Kin, in the Province of Xenfi , near to the fide of the Yellow River. 

It runs not quite through in a direft line, but has turnings and windings in 
fome places, but is no where broken oft' or parted ; only near to the Frontires 
ofthe Province of Xanfi, lyes a very high Mountain, which makes a feparation 
in the Wall to give way to this Mountain j alfo where it gives paflage to the 
Yellow River, it has a breach for 16 much fpace ; but for other fmall Rivers, they 
run through the Wall without any feparation by Arches and SIuces,otherwifeitis 
every where alike *, it is about thirty Cubits, or forty five foot high, and fome 
fifteen Cubits broad : Several ftrong Watch-Towers are built upon this Wall, 
which ft and at a diftance from each other, and were formerly guarded by 
Souldiers. 

Heretofore the Chinefe Emperour, as alfo at prefent the Great Cham , main- 
tained for the defence ot this Wall* and againft the Inroads of the Tartars, ten 
hundred thoufand Men, who kept watch day and night by turns in the faid Watch- 
Towers. 

The building of this Wall was begun under the Government of the Emperour 
Chius, who was a brave Prince, and did many great and noble deeds, as well in 
time of Peace, as War } there was never any Chinefe Emperour, before, norfince, 
to be compared with him. When this Emperour had Conquered the Race of 
Cheva, and had brought all China under his fubjedion ; he was preferred to the 
Imperial Throne, being before but a Petty King. Being feated in the Throne, he 
caufed this Wall to be bililt, having Conquered the Tartars, the immortal Enemies 
of the Kingdom of China 5 to hinder and prevent by that means their inroads 
0 Nn into 
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into the Kingdom. This great work was begun by him in the 20. year of 
his Reign 250 years before Chrift’s Birth •, about which he employed fo great a 
number of Work-men, that it was finifhed in five years. Through all China the 
Emperour commanded three Men out of ten to work upon this Wall, which is lo 
well built and fo ftrong, that there is not the leaft crack in it. This Wall is 
admirable, not only for the length and bredth, but in regard of its durablenefs, 
having lafted for fo many Ages without alteration, being as entire as when it was 

firft built. . 

After fome Ihort ftay without the Gates of the City, we got all our Carnages 

together, and then began our journey back with all our Followers, by the fame 
way we came. 

We lodged in a Village called Pekjnfw , and the next day paft by the City of 
Tongfion , and in the afternoon came to the City of Sanftanwey, where the Em- 
perours Veflels were ftill lying, which had brought 11s from Nd»Z^ w £> ex P e &i n g our 
coming. The Skippers came to meet the Embafladours, to bid them welcome, and 
help carry our Goods aboard j but the Mando rincs whom the Emperour had or- 
dered to wait upon us, to condu& us to Canton , would not fuller the Embafla- 
dours to embarque in thole Veflels, but in others which were provided by order 
of the Emperour. Thefe Veflels they called Jonken , and were very large, having 
fever al rooms and conveniences, but lay fo low & fluggilh upon the water, that they 
durft not venture themfelves in them, left they (hould not arrive at Canton foon 
enough, but be forced to winter there ; therefore the Embafladours to make no 
difference or hatred between the M andorines, and our old Skippers, took neither 
the new Jonbgns nor their old Ships, but hired fmall Veflels, to make the more 
fpeed. And having taken order about our bufinefs, and our Goods Shipped, vve 
let fail again from this Sanfiantvey , with the Tartarian Lords whom the Em- 
perour had ordered to attend the Embafladours, together with the Canton Mando - 
rjnes, and came late in the night to a fmall Village upon the River Gnei , where 
we continued expe&ing the morning. Pinxenton in the mean time parted from us 
at Sanftamapey , and took his way over Land to Lincing , where we had left his Wife 
and Children as we went to Peking. 

In our return from Peking to Canton , we took the fame way we came, but paft 
by feveral Cities and Villages without entering into them. 

Upon the 23. of OSlober , we came to Single , and the next day to Sincocien j 
upon the 25. we got toT onqnant, and the 27. to Tachett. 

Upon the 31. of OBober, we got to Lincing, where the Embafladours were no- 
bly received and treated by the Mandorine Pinxenton , who went thither by Land. 
We -Hayed here two or three days at the defire of Pinxenton, who made very much 
of us' all that while, and then we fet fail forward with good fpeed, and a North 
wind which blew fo very hard and cold, that we were hardly able to endure it. 

Upon the 5. of November, having undergone much hardfhip, we got to Tun- 
chant, and the next day to Xanfin, where we could procure no frejfh men to Tow 
forward our Veflels. The Embafladours to lofe no longer time, hired fuch as 
they could meet withal in the Streets. 

Upon the 8. of November we came in fight of Ginning , and on the 1 3. following 
to Tamincien. 

From thence we got into the Yellow River, and on the 1 7* to the City of Jam- 
cefu, where the Embafladours were bid heartily welcome by the Bafe Brother of 
the young Canton Vice-Roy, and nobly treated at his Houfe. After this Friendly 
reception, we took leave, and came upon the ao. into the great River of K'tang , 
and the next day before Nanking. 

We came with our Veflels before filename Gate, where we had anchored in 

- going > 
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going i and in regard the Governour ftood upon his departure, we could not 
procure other Vcffels with that fpeed as wedefired 5 whereby we had an oppor 
tumty to take a more exaR view of the City, and to refrelh our felves a while 
atter lo tedious and troublefotnea journey in the heart of China : But the weather 

proved fo very bad and cold, that there was no going abroad all the while we 
continued here. 


The Embaftadours themfel ves were often invited by fcvera! Grandees to Din- 
ner j but the weather proving fo extream foul and cold, they could go no where” 
only they gave a vifit to the two chief Toll-Mafters who lived in' the Suburb’ 
whereof the one was a Chinefe, and the other a Tartar, and both very brave Perfons.* 
Thefetwo Gentlemen Ihowed a very great refpeft to the Embaftadours, during 
their ftay before this City. & 

Having provided our felves with neceftaries, we departed from Nanking upon 
the 1 0.0 {December ; and upon the 15. we paft by a high Rock, which we in 
memory of WilliamVander Beel in our journey forward, called by the name of 
Beek'nburg. The Pviver Kiang falls about this place, almoft a mile broad, and in 
foul weather proves very rough and dangerous ; on the right fide lye a great 
many Rocks under water. 

Upon the 19 . at Sun-fet, we came to Nanking z It blew very hard all that 
night, and continued fo till the 2 1. when it began to abate : we then fet Sail again, 
and paft over the Pool of Poyan, and from thence came to the S’niprich Village of 
; Vcinjeen i where we were forced to ftay a while to get frelh men to Tow our 
Veffels, We found that in our abfence a violent fire had deftroyed at leaft 100 
brave Houfes in this place. 

Upon the 23. we came again to the famous chief City of Kiangji , which I have 
already deferibed at large, and given you an account of what I then fawinour 
journey forward ; but in regard we continued three days in this City, I had an 
opportunity to fatisfie the curiofity of the Reader with a further Description of 
the fituation thereof. 



And after we had furnifhed our felves here with other Veficls, we fet Sail again 
upon the 36* but having gone about a mile, it begun to blow fo very hard, that 
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we were forced to return under the Walls of the City, where we lodged all 
night infafety : The next day we departed early in the morning, and fawthe 
Hills on both fides of the River covered with Snow. 

Upon the i.o f January, we arrived at the City of Kinnungam , where 

the next day we got frefli men with much difficulty to Tow our Veflels, and 
about two of the clock in the afternnon fet Sail again to advance our journey. 

Upon the 15. of the fame month, vvegot before the ruined City oiVannungam, 
where the Embafladours were no fooner landed, but the Governour of the place 
came to bid them welcome. At our going away, he prefented the Embafladours 
with fomerefrelhments for the Kitchin, amongft the reft with fome Candles made 
of a thick oyly juice, which they have off of fome Trees, and which burnt very 
clear and fvveet. 

f After that vve were provided with freffi men to Tow our Boats, and Pilots, 
(for without expert Pilots there is no venturing upon this River) vve began our 
journey , and pafl: by very Rocky and dangerous places, which were not as 
we came obfervable, the water then being three foot higher \ but now their 
heads appeared above the Stream : The Veffel however in which the Embafla- 
dours were, hapned to ftrike againfl one of them, but with the turning and eddies 
of the Stream, (he got oft* again without any great damage. About eleven of the 
clock we got fafe beyond thefe threatning dangers, which appeared firft at the 
City of Vannungam , and end over againfl an Idol Temple, extending about three 
Dutch miles. The Chinefes and Tartars who frequent this River, do commonly 
offer at the fore-mentioned Temple for a fpeedy and fafe Voyage through thofe 
difficulties. 

Upon the 10. we came before Cancheu , where the Governour in great State 
came to welcome and receive the Embafladours in the name of the T utang ; and 
after that the Embafladours, at the requeft of the Governour, had informed him 
with all their Tranfa&ions at Pelting, he went back again into the City to ac- 
quaint the Tutang therewith *, with him went likewite Jacob dc Keyfer (the other 
Embafladour being at that time undifpofed) to thank the Tutang for the high 
honour he had done them, and to take leave of a Peifon who had been fo civil to 
them. 

Upon the day following, being the 1 1. we fet Sail again, the weather proving 
exceeding cold } and upon the 15. we came with ail our Veflels to the moft fa- 
mous City of Nangan, where the Embafladours were lodged in a very large houfe 
on the South-fide of the Suburbs } for the place where they lay before, the Tartars' 
had burnt to the ground ; who fince our departure had marched through with a 
flying Army, and committed feveral outrages upon rhe Inhabitants. 

On the 19. of January , we departed from thence, and having pafl the moft 
dangerous and troublefome waters, we were now’ to travel fome part by Land, 
to get homNangan to Nambung. The Embafladours were carried in Chairs or 
Sedans, which they ordered to be made at Nankjng , wherein they were fo fpeedily 
carried over the Mountains by thirty Souldiers whom they had hired, that they 
came to Nambung , though late that night, without Lodging on the Mountains, as 
they did in coming. 

The Embafladours lay at a famous Entertainmcnt-houfe, which belonged to the 
Vice-Roy of Canton. 


I have 



I have already given an account of the fituation oi this place, in a Print at large, 
the draught whereof I took in our Voyage to Peking: Nowin our return I 

t hought it Worth the. while to make. this further addition, fettitig before you ano- 
ther Print, how this City appearsfon the other iide, with a curious Profpeft, which 
I took exactly. v rb s f 

Having got new ; and put our.Goods aboard, we left this City upon 

the 21. and paft bv feveral dangerous waters, and came to thofc wonderful and 
ftrange Mountains o£,Stfitioen y and from thence to the admirable Hi Us,‘ which we 
in our going to Pehjng, f illed -by jtheir -name the Five Horfe Heads . 

Upon the 25. Inftant, w,e.got with good fuccefs before the City oiSaocbcu. y and 
here we began to put,qndur Sail® again, being now part: the narrow of the : River, 
aslikewife;yhe Rocks, and the next day being the 2 6. wc came to that wbnderful 
and ftrange .Nfountain Sangwonbab : .And in regard the Water was ndw'it Ieaft 
twenty foot lower then- when we came, the tops of thefe Rocks appeared more 
dreadful. unto us, andj^jemore fenftble.of'the great dangers webadelcapcdhi out 
going, they then bejflgmnfeen. : , >a y > 5 » «v» b ■. rndl - "i ~r 

Upon the fame day*, latctn, theilev^ningy yve came to SanytyHM, wferevve 
lodged all night, apdie^rly inj thenaorning ffet Saifagain, and came that day beforfc 
the fmall Town Wb favw here :the adjacent Frdlds full-of-Tents, 
Horfes ladled, and^vaft number d£ Souldieiisy aft ftatiding ready for the march. 
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After a few hours failing, we came in fight *of the Village Faefan , which ap- 
peared very pleafant and delightful at a diftance. 

And in regard as we went to ¥ eking, we paft by this Village late in the evening, 
fo that there was no taking notice of the fame $ I thought good (having now had 
in our return a full view thereof) to give you a draught in Print of the fituation, 
which you have in the annexed Cut. It lyes flefat the River fide, and has very 
pleafant Fields rourid about; ~ ' 

Upon the fcf the fame month, we arrived again before the famous chief 
City of Canton ; which we have already defc'iibcd at large. Francis Fantf matt 
Who when we, were going to Peking, took care' for all out Concerns left there, with 
the two Ships, and the reft of the Men, came immediately to Welcome and receive 
the Embaftadours ; and had ordered the Gannefsfbf the Ships to difeharge all 
their Ordnance upon their landing; which was accordingly performed, to the 
great admiration ot the Tartar Lords, whom the Empefour had appointed to at- 
tend the Embaftadours upon the journey, for theft better accommodation ; being 
no lefs fwrprized to fee fuch Veflels, having never feen thelike. No fooner were 
the Embaftadours landed, but they betook themfelves tofhdir old lodgings, and 
found all things iafe and in very! good order; to their great (atisfa&ion. 

The i Letter of the EmperoUr writ to the General John Maat^nyker, was 
taken and carried by the undet-Merchant Henry Baron, upon both his hands, 
having a Skreen before him ; next to him followed the Embaftadours, accor- 
ding to the State of the bufinefs, in folemn order : and for a more publick 
demonftration of joy, the Cannons aboard the Ships were difeharged thrice *, the 
Walls and Streets of the City were full of People, to fee the Ceremony, and to 
underftand the fuccefs of their Negotiation ; for the Inhabitants defired nothing 
more then a Free Trade with the Hollanders, 

The next day, being the 39. the Embaftadours went in great State to falute the 
. Vice- Roys, the young Kings Mother, and rile Tutang , and to acquaint them with 
the fum of their bufinefs. The old Vice-Roy received them very friendly and 
heartily with a difli of Thea, and fome difeoturfe concerning their journey. The 
like did the young Vice-Roy, but the Mother of the young Vice-Roy did not ap- 
pear, 
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pear, only fenta Complement to the Embafladours to thank them for their vifit. 
The Tutang fufrered them to wait two hours at his Secretaries Houfe, and after- 
wards fent them word that he would hear them when Pinxenton was arrived. 

The following day, upon the 30. of January, the Embafladours were treated 
by the State-holder of the young Vice- Roy, at a noble Banquet, who laid the 
fault upon the Port uguefe Priefts at Peking-, that our bufinefs fucceeded no better 
there 5 and he carried it fo, as if he had been very much offended with them, telling 
us, that they had every where reported that there were but three Kings in Europe, 
whereof Don John was one j and that the Hollanders poflefled but a fmall corner 
of the world, and were his Tributaries, with much more of this Nature. 

The Embafladours went the fame day to falute the Mandarine Tofu, who received 
them very courtcoufly, and told them that Poetfienfie and other Lords durft not 
hold any conference with them, becaufethe Tutang, whom they flood in awe of, 
had not yet granted them Audience. 

Upon the 1 . of February , the Embafladours with the Merchant Lantfman, and 
fome other of their Attendants, to the number of twenty perfons, were moft nobly 
Treated at dinner by the old Vice-Roy, who entertained them firft with Theao ut 
of Wooden Diflics, wifliing the Embafladours to be merry, and to drink forrow 
from the heart, fince they had now pafled the greateft danger. After drinking 
of the Thea, the Trumpets founded, and Dinner was ferved *, each Embafladour 
had a particular Table full of Di flies , but before they began to eat, the King 
called for a Gold Goblet full of Wine, and commanded two of his Gentlemen 
to carry one to each of the Embafladours, to let him know that he wiflied them 
welcome. As foon as they had pledged his Majefty, they fell to their Meat \ 
whilft they were at Table, the King asked feveral queftions concerning the ftate 
and aff airs of Holland. Dinner being almofl ended, feveral Comedians, according 
tothecuftomof theCountrey, began to fliow themfelves before the King, and 
the Embafladours being in hafte, defired his Majefty to excufe them from 
any further attendance } fo after a health or two had paft about, they took leave, 
and came back to their lodgings. 

The next day they were treated by the young Vice- Roy after the fame manner, 
only there pafled no difeourfe at Table, but what was tending to mirth and 
jollity. 

Upon the 3. of February, came Tinxenton to Canton with all his Train, and as 
foon as the Embafladours had heard of his Arrival, they went to welcome and fa- 
lute him in his lodgings. On the feventh the Embafladours (now Pinxenton was 
come to Canton) had Audience of the Tutang, who had deferred them till his 

Arrival • 

The Embafladours having difpofed of 16009c? Guilders in Prefents for the 
Grandees at Pekjug, were fomewhat ftraightned to find wherewithal to purchafe a 
New-years-gift for the Vice-Roys, that might be acceptable unto them i which at 
laft was obtained by the intcreft of Lantfman, which he had made during his abode 
at Canton : And when the Prefents were brought to the Vice-Roys, they feemed 
dif-fatisfied with them, and demanded not only intereft of 1500 Toe o 1 ver, 
which they had disburfed for the ufe of their Servants upon their departure to Pe- 
lino, but they likewife infifted, that the Embafladours fhould immediately pay 
theV>ooTod of Silver, which they had promifed to the Vice-Roys for a Free 
Trade at Canton, before their departure for Peking. This bufinefs occafioned 
much trouble, and at laft the Embafladours were neceffitated to comply with their 
demands, to prevent further mifehief ■> for they found that the common peope 
had been de,lt withal, to affront them as they went along the Streets 

And not long after, one of our befHnterpreters, by name Paul Duretts, was 
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moft lamentably Murdered in his own houfe *, whereupon the Embafladours re- 
folved to depart with all fpeed for Batavia , and went immediately to take leave 
of the Vice-Roys, who refufed to give them Audience, and only fent out Word 
that they w f ere not to export any Tat tar Arms. 

' The Embafladours finding they could not effeft any thing with their Vifits, re- 
turned to their Lodgings, and went aboard that night, and fet fail early in the 
morning * but after a few hours failing the wind turned, and they were forced to 
come to an Anchor, not far from Canton , where we lay all night. 

Upon the 23. came the Stewards of the Vice-Roys, and the Captains of the 
Guards, with the Mandorines who had accompanyed the Embafladours forward 
and backward from Tekjng, and treated them in the name of their Mafters 
with their ftrong liquor Sampfon , in the Kings own Diflies. Thoy wiflied 
the Embafladours a fpeedy and fuccefsful Voyage, and that they might fuddenly 
return again j and after fome Healths had gone about, they took leave, and went 
back to Canton , and we immediately hoifed fail, and came upon the 28. at Sun-fet 
to an Anchor, into the Harbour of the Beytamon . The Embafladours had fent 
the Governour a Princes Flag, which he caufed to be hung out with the Tartar 
Standard upon the Fort } a fign that the Embafladours were welcome to him. 



Upon the a. of March , about midnight we weighed Anchor, and fet fail with 
an Eafterly wind, from the Harbour of Beytamon , fleering our courfe South- 
Eaft. At break of day we came in fight of the famous Village of Tantain ^ which 
lyes in a very commodious place, adorned with goodly Buildings (as is expreft in 
the annexed Print) which are feen at a great diftance at Sea. 

We made fo much fpeed that day, that before Sun-fet, we got beyond the 
Eaftern Iflands of Macao. 

Upon the 4. Inftant, we came in fight of the Northern Mountains of Aytiam, 
which lay about fix miles North-weft from us. 

On the 8. of the fame month, we came again to the Ifland Pulo Tymon , where 
we Anchored, and fent afliore to know whether any Ships had been lately there. 

The Iflanders told us, that about a fortnight fince, there failed up a JonckS ov 
taviaj but they could not tell whence file came ; with this advice we fet fail again, 

and were no fooner got out to Sea, but we faw whole flioals of flying Fiflies, leap- 

ing 
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ing out of the water, and fprcading the Air • #-h#» n,,,_ ~ T ~ 7 ~ I "? 

have here inferted. F S ’ the and fo ™ whereof I 



Thcfc Fifties are commonly of the bignefs of a Smelt, and have Wings like thofe 
of Bats ; they never fwim alone, but keep together in fhoals ; as foon as they dif- 

cover any other fort of Fi(h, that ufe to make a prey of them, they take wing and 
fave themfelves . They are not able to continue long above water, but muftim* 
mediately return under water again } no Creature either upon the Land, or in the 
Sea, iufters greater perfecution then thefe Fifties ; for under water they are 
puriued by the Soals, and other Fifli, and have no way to fave themfelves but by 
flight *, and they are no fooner out of the water, but they arc prefently fet upon 
by Sea-Fowls i to that they are continually in Jeopardy, either above or under 
water. • 

Upon the 2 1. of March , we came in fight of the Ifland Linga , fituated upon the 
Coafl: of Sumatra : Early in the morning we fpyed a Sail, whereupon we man’d 
out our Boat to difeover what flie was, and from whence the came ; by whom we 
underfiood that it w as our Bloemendael which had loft us by the way j fo we joined 
together and fleered our cou rfe South-weft. 

Upon the 24. we came into the Streight Banca, between the great Ifland Borneo 
and Sumatra and upon the 2 6 . paft by the Ifland Lucipara , and fo through the 
above-mentioned Narrow. 

On the 31. of March , we arrived in our long defired Harbour of Batavia, after 
that we had fpent twenty months and fix days in going and coming. 

The Embafladours immediately wentafhoreto give an account to the Govern 
nour General, and the Council of India, of their Tranfaftions upon their journey 
to and from Pekjng } and to inform them what ill fuccefs they had in their bufinefs 
with the Emperour there, notwithflanding all their endeavours, and the rich Prc- 
fents they had given, as well to the Emperour himfelf, as to the Mandorines, with 
the reft of the Grandees of his Court. The value of the Prefents amounted in the 
whole, to the Emperour and others in China, to 5555. /. i.z. y.d. fterling. 

The expcnces of our expedition forward and backward, came to 4327. / and 
1 o. d. fterling, which together with what we gave away, amounted to the fum of 
51883. /. 1. s. 6 . d . fterling, 
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And for all thefe Preients and great trouble of fo dangerous and long Travel, 
we effe&ed nothing elfe, but that the Hollanders were received as Friends by the 
Emperour in China, and might return eight years hence to falute his Imperial Ma- 
jefty, according to the Contents of the above-mentioned Letter, which the Great 
Chant writ to the Governour General at Batavia. 

And though through the means and defigns of the Portuguefe Jefuits, as has 
been often mentioned , ourbufinefs did not fuccced with the Emperour accor- 
ding to our wifh } yet we may hope that in a fhort time, and before the date of 
eight years fliall be expired, fomething will be done to the advantage of our 
Traffick, by fending a few Prefents more to the Emperour } which feveral of the 
Grandees of Peking did more then hint to our Embafladours : Befide, the Great 
Cham having Wars with that Arch Pyrate Coxinga, if we fliould but propofe 
to aflifthis Imperial Majefty with our Ships, for his fubduingof the faid Pyrate i 
I make no doubt but he would quickly confcnt to give us a Free Trade in his 
Dominions. 

Amongft fo many alterations hapned fince our departure, we underftood upon 
our arrival, with great joy, that the ftrong City of Columbo , in the Ifland of Ceylon , 
was fallen into our hands by the conduft and courage of the General Dirck. 
Hulft , who commanded over thofe Forees that were fent to fubdue it. This Va- 
liant Commander was unfortunately (lain in an Aflault, which was made by him 
upon the City } which being perceived by his couragious Souldiers, they fell on 
withfcl much fury, that they would not be fatisfied for the lofs of their Comman- 
der, with any thing lefs then the taking of the Town ; which was foon after de- 
livered up to them upon terms. How great an advantage this will prove to the 
Affairs of the Eatt-lndia Company, any one may eafily guefs, if they do but know 
that from this place comes the beft Cinnamon. 

We likewife underftood, that the troublefome and contentious bufinefsin Am - 
hoyna , which threatned this place with great danger, was accommodated and re- 
conciled through the wife management of Arnold de ‘Vlaming ; fo that one 
might live freely and peaceably there, and drive their Trade with the Inhabitants 
as formerly. 

Laftly, We were informed that the Bantamjavaners were grown weary of the 
War, and fought to live in Peace with the Hollanders ; which will highly make for 
the Intereft of our Eajl-lndia Company. 

I have treated thus far in ffiort concerning what hapned upon our Travels for- 
ward and backward to the Emperours Court at Peking j wherein to my know- 
ledge I have not in the leaft laid any thing contrary to the Truth : And as I began 
in giving a Defcription in fhort of the whole Empire, for as much as concerns the 
Countrey it felf ; fo I conceive it not improper for a more full and perfed know- 
ledge of all China, to continue my Relation of the Government, Letters, Learn^ 
ing, Manners, Cuftoms, Falhions, and Modes of the Inhabitants \ Creatures, Beafts, 
Herbs, Fruits ; Wars, and Peace in this vaft Dominion of China. 
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Of the Government, and the federal chief Officer s in CHINA. 

* ^ V \* * f . 

U R Statiftsin Europe, and moft People elfe that follow 
Science and Literature, are not ignorant in the leaft of 
the three forms of Government, vi** That of Monarchy 
or abfolute Power of a Single Perfon $ Ariftocracy, being 
the Authority of the Nobler and Democracy , the lway of 

the Mull itude.- ' • 

‘ Now the Kingdom or Empire of China hath been 
Governed from Age to Age, a feries or long prefeription 
_ — of times out of Mind, by a Single Perfon ; the Supream 

Authomy always being Monarchical, both the Nobles and popular Power fo 
altogether unknown to the Chtnefe, that we had a hard and moft d^olt ta k 
when we were at Peking to make them nnderftand m the leaft tittle what our 
Government of the United Provinces was, and what were our Htgh and Migh y 

Lords, atid the States General. . . „ r ,n iaj 

The King or Emperour of China, commands the Paves and Efiates of all his 

Subiefls he alone being the Supream Head and Govcrnour ; fo that the chl "‘l 

Gmemment^as 've have faid, ifabfo.utely Monarchical, the C£» «Wcendjng 

from Father to Son, and wanting Male Iffue, to him that is nex 
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EMcft Son firft refutning the Paternal Thro tie : Only we read, that two or three 
Kings in old times dif-inherited their Children, being held unfit to Govern ; and 
put the Scepter into the hands of Strangers, no ways related to them. It has alfo 
often hapncd, that the Sub je&s have by force wrcfted the Government out of the 
hands of their lawful Prince, for being toofevere, harfli, and cruel, in his Reign ; 
and conferred it upon one more agreeable to their Humour, whom they.have ac- 
knowledged for their lawful Prince. Yet herein are the Chinefes to be commended, 
that many amongft them had rather dye honoorably, then fWear Fidelity to any 
Prince that gets the Crown by force of Arms, having no juft Title to the fame ; 
for they have a Proverb amongft them, T hat au \ honeji Woman cannot Marry two 
Husbands , nor a faithful SubjeB ferve two Lords . 

When the Heir (which generally is the eldcft Son) comes to the Crown, the 
reft of the Children are treated with Royal Dignity and Honour; but muft not 
ufc any regal Authority. The King allots to each of them a City, with a Royal 
Palace, yvhere he lives in Princely State, ferved and waited upon with mighty 
Pomp and Splendour ; but has no command in the lcaft over any of the Inhabi- 
tants, neither may they depart from that City without t‘he Kings efpecial Licenfc. 

In this Government are found no old Laws, as among thofe of Europe ; no Im- 
perial Edi&s, which had their Original from. the Antient Romans i but thofe that 
are the firft Founders of their own houfe, and have by C< )nqueft^ 6r otherwife re- 
fum’d the Government, make new Statutes according to their pleafure. This is 
the reafon why the Laws, which before this laft Invaiion of ’the Tartars , and which 
are in part obferved to this day by the people, are of no longer ftanding then the 
Emperour Hurnvuo ; whofe race, for htomoft Heroick A&ions in the expulfion 
of the 7 artars, was called Tamin , which figtiifies great Comrade. This Emperour 
made feveraTL^ws (which are obferved to this day) and c onfirmed others made 

by his fhcdecefldurs. ■ V . 

Their Emperour is commonly called Lhienfu , which figr.iifies the Son of Hea- 
ven-rand this name is given them, not that they believe they had their Original 
from thence, but becaufe they believe they are better beloved, by being prefer- 
red to fo great a dignity above all 6ther Mortals, for their eminent and natural 
Vertues, and becaufe they Adore and Worfhip Heaven for the higkeft Deity ; 
fo that when they name the Son of Heaven, ’tis as much as if they faid the Son of 
God. However, the Commonalty call not the Emperour Thienfu, but Hoangti, 
the Yellow Emperour, or the Emperour of the Earth ; whom they name Yellow of 
colour, to diftinguifli him from Xangti, which fignifies the higheft Emperour. 2697 
years before Chrifts Birth, reigned their firft Prince, who bore the name of Hoangti ; 
and becaufe of his extraordinary Vertues and Valiant Deeds, the Chinefes have 
ever fince called their Emperours Hoangti. 

None are chofen or employed in the Government and Management of PuMick 
Affairs, but fuch as are held capable, and have the Title of Doctors of the 
Lafw, Men of great Learning and eminent Parts ; for whofoever is preferred to 
China to places and offices of truft, has given a clear ttftimony of his Knowledge, 
Prudence* Veftue, and Valour ; for neither the favour of the Prince, nor Gran- 
deur of his Friends ftand him in ainy ftead, if he be not fo extraordinarily qualified. 

All Magiftrates, both Civil and Military, are called in the Countrey Idiome 
Quonf 0, which fignifies men fit for Council * they are alfo called fometimes by the 
name of Lavie, which fignifies Lord or Majler. The PortugHefles call thefe Ma- 
giftrates in China , Mandarines , it may be from the Latin word Mandando ; by 
which name the Officers of State in that Countrey are alfo received and under- 
ftood by us of Europe. 

And although I faid at the beginning that the Government of this Kingdom or 

Empire 
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Empire confifted of one Single Perfon ; yet.t will appear by what has been hid 
and by what (hall follow, that the Government has alfo feme commixture with that 
of Ariftocracy: For although that which the Magiftratc concludes,and fully deter 
mines, mud afterwards be ratified by the King upon requeft to him ; yet he alfo 
finifheth nothing himfelf in any bufinefs, before he is thereunto firft defired bv 
* his Council. * 

It is alfo very certain, that it is no way lawful for the King, to confer any Of- 
fice, Dignity, or place in the Magiftracy, upon any, unlefs he be firft: requeued 
by one in fpecial Authority. But yet the King hath power to prefent his Cour- 
tiers with fome fpecial gifts * for this he often does according to an old cuftom 
whereby it is free for any body to raift ? bis Friends at his own charge. 

ThePublick Taxes, Affefsments, Impofitions, and Revenues, are not brought 
into the Kings Treafury, neither may he difpofe thereof at his pleafure *, but they 
are delivered either in Money or Goods into the Treafury and Granary of the 
Empire * which Income difehargeth the expence of the Kings Family, confining 
of Wives, Concubines, Sons, Favourites, Servants, and the like. 

There are two difiinci Councils in China, one not only officiates as Minifters of 
State at Court * but has likewife the care of the Kingdom : The other are Pro- 

vincial Governours, who rule whole Provinces ahd Cities. 

A Catalogue of which Officers fill up five or fix large Volumns, Printed 
every month, and to be fold at Pelting , where the Court refides : In thefe 

Books are mentioned only the names of Provinces and Cities, and the qualities of 
thofe who for that end are employed in the Magiftracy through the whole 
Empire. 

Thefe Books are alwaies re-printing, in regard fo vaft a number of Alte- 
rations happen daily * for fome dye, others are laid afide, and new ones chofen 
in their places, or elfe preferred to higher Offices * fo that there is hardly an hour 
but fome change happens amongft them. 

Thegtand Council divides it felf into fix other great ones* The firft: is called 
Ttt, or the Council of State * for they name and chufe all the Magiftrates of the 
whole Nation * thefe, as they are moft powerful, have alfo greateft parts, per- 
fons able to judge of whom they confer fuch dignities* for they muft be all 
qualified with Philofophical and other Learning, that come to any place in the Ma- 
giftracy * for the general maxim there, is to prefer none butmeerly upon merit ; 
and vVhofoever happens to be degraded for any mifdemeanour, they never admit 
him to his place again. 

The fecond called Hopu , hath the management and infpe&ion over the Kings 
Exchequer, pays the Armies and other charges of the Kingdom. 

The third they name himpu\ this takes care of the common Offerings, Tem- 
ples, Priefts, the Kings Women, Schools, and Publick places of Learning, to fee 
all things be done in order * likewife orders their Holy-days, and the Obediences 
which are to be performed to the Emperour, upon certain times and occafions : 
Alfo difpofes and confers Titles of Honour upon fuch as deferve them, takes care 
for the encouragement of Arts and Sciences, fending and receiving, of Embafla- 
dours, and the writing of Letters into all parts. 

The fourth Council called Fvnpu, fignifies the Council of War, to whom is left 
the management of Peace and Military Affairs * wherein however they arc not to 
conclude any thing without the confent of the Emperour. They difpofe of all 
places and offices™ the Army, and confer Titles of Honour and Dignities accor- 
dingly up cm fuch as behave themfelves bravely in Conduft, and Valiantly m 

Ba Thc fifth Council called Cttmym, which has the care about Buildings committed 


to 
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to it and all'o are Surveyors looking to the repairs of the Edifices, and Palaces be- 
longing to the Emperour, his Favourites, and Magiltratcs. Theyalfo look after 
the Building of Veflels, and the equipping of Fleets. 

The fixth Council called examines and judges all cnminal cauies, and 

appoints their punilhments. ' , _ _ ^ .. , 

All Affairs of the whole Kingdom are diipatched by thefe fix Councils } where- 
fore they have in each Province and City Officers and Notaries, by whom they are 
informed of all Tranfa&ions which happen in each quarter*, fothat they are ail 
continually bufie about weighty Affairs, but the number and good order of the 
Officers, very much facilitates their work *, for in each Council is a Prefident,whom 
they call Cm, who has two aflifiants, one on his right fide, called Coxilam , and ano- 
ther on his left, termed Teuxilam : Thefe three, both at Court, and through the 
whole Empire, have the higheff dignity, except thofe who fit in the fupreameft 
Council, called Colao. Befide thefe three Principal Counfellours, there are belong- 
ing to each Council, ten others, vvhodifferbut little in dignity from the reft, be- 
ing always employed , together with a great number of inferiour Officers, as No- 
taries, Scribcs,Secretaries, and Clerks. 

The Jcfuite Sentedo in his relation of China, mentions feveral other Councils, 
whereof fome have a like Authotiry with the before-mentioned fix ; all which are 
called in the Cbinefe Tongue, Cien , C/w, and confift of feveral Offices belonging 

particularly to the Kings Houfhold. 

The firft of thpfe is called Thai Lift , that is, the Council of the Great Audite *, 
this Office feems like the great Chancery of the Kingdom, and therein all weighty 
Affairs receive a determination * confifting of thirteen M andorines, one Coun- 
fell our, ,t wo Affi ft ants, and ten under-Officers. f 

The fecond is called Qnan Loft , and provides for their Imperial Majedics Ta- 
bles, and for all the Expences of the Emperours Court. ,This Council has one 
Counfellour, two Affiftants, and fix Officers. iit r , .t ,f W: 

' •The third call ed Tbaipocuft? has the power of the Emperours Stables, and 
makes provifion of all Poft-Horfes for publick ufe and fervice. It confiftspf one 
Counfellour, and fix Officers. . « ... 

■ Befide all thefe, there is yet another Council higher then all the .reft, and of 
the Created: dignity in the fitting next to the Emperour. Thofe that fit in this 
: Council are called Colaos , being for the mod part four or fix in number, and the 
mod felefi perfons of all the other Councils, and of the whole Empire 5, and 
are honoured and reverenced accordingly .* no private Adairs are brought tp 
them, for they only mind the Publick Good and Government, fitting with the 
Emperour in Private Council} for the above-mentioned fix Councils, inter- 
meddle not with the Adairs of the State, as to make any conclufion upon them, they 
being only to debate andconfult, and afterwards by the way of Petition to offer 
up their advice to the Emperour, who either altereth or confirmeth what they 
they have done, according as he fees caufe. But in regard he will not feem wholly 
to relye upon his own judgment, fome of thechiefeft. Philofophers always attend 
upon this Colaos or Council, and come daily to the Palace to anfwer Petitions 
which arc brought continually to the Emperour in great numbers. This lad con- 
clufion the Emperour figneth with his own hand, thatfo afterwards his command 
may be executed. ; - * ... t - . ; ' - . 

There are yet two Councils more, whereof the one is called Choli , and the other 
Taiili , each confifting of above dxtyperfons, all choice Philofophers and Wife 
Men ; whofe Fidelity and Prudence both the Emperour and People diffidently 
have approved, and therefore they hold them in great honour and edeem. With 
thefe his Majedy advifeth upon all extraordinary and weighty Affairs, but efpe- 
cially when any thing has been committed againft the Laws. Befide 
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Befide thefc Rix-Councils, there are feveral other, whereof the chiefcft is called 
H an Lin Yvcn , wherein are employed none but learned Men, who bufie themfelves 
with no Affairs of the Government, yet exceed fuch in dignity who fit at the Helm. 

Their charge is to takecareof the Emperours Writings, to compile Year-Books, 
and write Laws and Orders. From among thefe are chofen Governours and 
Tutors for the Princes j they only are concerned in matters of Learning, wherein 
as they grow more excellent, they mount by feveral fteps to the higheft 
degree of honour, coming afterwards to be employed in places of the greateft 
dignity in the Court *, neither is any chofen into the great Colao * who hath not 
firft been of this Council. They delight in Poetry, and get a great deal of Money 
by their Writings, as in making of Epitaphs, Poems, and the like, toplcafure their 
Friends ; and very happy he efteems himfelf that can obtain fuch a favour of them. 

The Emperours Court formerly kept at Nankjng, is now fetled at Peking •, in 
both which Cities are the fame Councils and Magiftratcs, faving that at Nanfyng 
that of tlfc Colao is not at all j and the reft of the Councils there are as much 
Eclipfed by the abfence, as thofe of Pekjng are advanced in efteem aud authority 
by the Emperours prefence among them. 

Thus far we have fpokenof the Government in general, in the next place we 
will treat of particular and Provincial jurifdiftions. The whole is divided into 
fifteen Provinces *, the Cities, in two of which, to wit , Pehjng and Nanking, 
the chiefcft and fupream Courts’of Judicature refide , differing little from the 
method and rule ufed in the reft of the Cities of the other thirteen Provinces*, 
whofe Regiment is comlmittcd to tllecare and fidelity of two Perfons, whom they 
cvMPucinfu and Mangan%aftt : The firft intermeddles only with Civil Affairs, andL 
the other is concerned in Criminal Matfeps ; they have both their Seats of Judi- 
catures in the chief Cities of their Province, and live in great Magnificencej.be- 
fide, afliftant unto them are feveral Officers, as alfo the chiefcft Magiftratcs called 
Yanli j who in regard they command over fome other inferiour Cities, it often 
happens that they are abfent from the Metropolis of the Province, to take care of 
their particular Employments. 

* Now all the fifteen Provinces, as'has been already faid, are fub-divided into 
feveral other lefs Portions, which th eCbinefes call Fu j over each of which is ap- 
pointed a Governour called Cifu j thefe divifions are again proportioned into 
'great and fmall Cities, whereof the firft they call and the laft Wien: each 
having a Stadt-holder with others, which in the great Cities are called Ciceu, 
and in the lefs are named Cib'ien j for Ci fignifies to Govern. Every Stadt- 
holder within thefe Cities is aided by three Counfel lours, who affift them with 
'advice in all their Affairs and Undertakings. The firft is called Hun Chirn , the 
fecond Cbu Pbu , and the third Tun Sh, and have their particular Courts and Judi- 
cature • but the Stadt-holder over the whole divifion, has no more Authority in 
the place of his Refidence, then in the other Cities under his command. True 
it is, he may condemn a Malefaftor to Dye, but he cannot put the Sentence in 
Execution, without rhe confent of the reft that are joined in Commifiion with him. 

But in regard an account muft be given of the whole management of Affairs, 
and the Tranfaflions of all the Provinces at the Court of therefore in 

each Province there are appointed two other great Officeis y t e ourt, w 10 in 
eminency of Honour and Grandeur of Commiffion exceed the reft. The one 
Of thefc ^always refides in fome of the Provinces, and is called Ti^w, the 
other is fent yearly from the Court at Peking, and called i the firft has a 

ftioerintendent power over the other Magnates and Subjeds, commands the 
Souldfery, and is^oncerned in all the chiefcft Offices of the Empire, by reafon 
^ereofheis not inferiour to the greateft Vice-Roys in Europe, either for Pow er 
‘ R r 




\ 


<JL Qeneral Vefcription of 


or Pomp. He continues three years in the Employment, and all that time has 
conftantly Couriers going to, and coming from Court 5 and this becaufe he 
muft daily give an account of what paffes in his Province. At his firft going from 
Court, feveral Perfons of Great Qpality (who alfo be of his Council) are fentto 
wait upon him to his Palace : The Inhabitants of Cities and Tow«is, through 
which he paffes, go out to meet him at diftance with great refpeft, and accompany 
him good part of his way, both on Horfe-back and on Foot, with great Honour 
and Reverence. At length, when he is arrived within three miles of the Capital 
City, wherein he is to make his Residence , the Garrifon of the place, excellently 
accommodated, meet him, to guard and conduft him ; after whom follow the Ma- 
giftrates with the chiefeft Citizens. 

The office of the fecond called Cbayveti , which fignifies an Examiner, is like- 
wife a place of great T ru ft and vaft Command, but (asisfaid) expires with the 
year: This Officer receives fo large a Commiffion from the Emperour, that he 
may fupervifeand infpect all manner of Affairs, as well Civil as Military; and 
this he doth, giving ^n account thereof to the Emperour, who thereupon immedi- 
ately fends him further orders, what to do therein : he alone amongftall the Ma j 
giftrates caufesthefentences of Life and Death, and other Corporal Punifhments, 
to be putin execution throughout the whole Province *, fo that all perfons equally 
Fear and Reverence him. 

Befides thefe great Officers of the Emperour, there is another Examiner, called 
likewife Tutang ; but he is fent by the Emprefs from time to time, and his bufinefs 
is only tovifitthe Prifonsof the Province, with a full power to releafe all finch 
from them, as are caft in for trivial matters. He hath a very great regard to the 
Poor, his chief Office being only to exercife deeds of Charity, and extend Com- 
panion. 

In each Province is a Treafurer, who takes care of the Royal Revenues accru- 
ing within the whole Province ; he receives his Commiffion from the Rix-Coun- 
cil appointed for the Emperours Revenue. With him are joined two Affifiants, 
who both refide in his Palace ; and he has under him 26 lefs Manclorines , who arc 
employed in feveral Offices. He receives and takes account of all the Tolls, Im* 
pofitions, and Royal Taxes ; takes a fpecial care of all Weights and Meafures, 
and determines all Caufes and Differences which arife touching or concerning the 
Emperours Revenue. He is the perfon that pays all Salaries, Wages, and Annui- 
ties, whether to the Magiftrates, the Emperours Kindred or Souldiers ; as likewife 
hedisburfesall monies to be laid out for repairing of Bridges, Streets, and com- 
mon Edifices, fuch as the Palaces of the Mandorines. 

The fourth Council is called Gan Cba Set , their bufinefs is to infii£I or give Sen?- 
tence for Corporal Punifhmerits. 

The fifth Council takes care to improve and reward Learning and Knowledge. 

And thus I have given you an account of the feveral forts of Rix-Councils 
in China ; but before I conclude with their method of Government, it will 
be worth our labour to make fome mention of the ff range and unufual cuftoms 
ufed amongft them, which other Nations have hardly heard of. And firft of all 
it is very obfervable, that the whole Kingdom is fwayed by Philofophers,to whom 
not only the people, but the Grandees of the Court yield an awful Reverence, in- 
fomuch that many times they fubmit with all Humility to receive Correfiion from 
them, as Children from a Mafter. By thefe Philofophers are all Military Affairs 
ordered, over which they are appointed as Overfeers ; and their Counfel and Opi- 
nions make greater impreffions upon the Emperour, then all the moft admirable 
obfervations of the Commanders themfelves, who are very feldom, and tlienbut 
iome few, taken into the Council. But that which will appear yet moreftrange, 
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rablc, is the good underftandina and oerfeA ,,«.«• • . , mo *fadmi- 

held between the high and the 

petour himfelf; declared by "Vf ^ 

bear to one another in making Vifits and fan r D r ^ IOn > which they 
for the continuation of thisfo well knitcorrefpondeBce^anTvetn 01 ! 

this conftant and fttifl Amity, the inferiour Magiftratcl never fpealTto tt"!'"! 
Mimfters of State, but upon their knees and rfiai-vvi.k i • aK r ? thec * 1,c * 

tefpefl. With like refpea and fubmiifive carriage the Subj^&iSre ^ 

to the Governours and Rulers of Cities. ^ ” ave themfelves 

Thirdly, No perfon continues in Office through the whole Fmn* i 
then three years, unlefs he be confirmed anew by the Fmperour P h' m! 8 " 
pens not over-fretptently, becaufe as every man Lrhs * 
he is fttll advanced to higher and more noble promotions. And certainlv A-’ 
done upon great and Political reafons of State, as to prevent anv fuel . cZ * “ 
from contraaing near Friendlhip with the Inhabitants, whereby to drawThe” 
afFefltons to a by-Intereft on , fa. part ; to undertake Factions or Noveltieslainft 
the Intereft of the Prince, for the better bringing topafs whereof, allthe § chief 
Governouys of Provinces, Divriions and Cities, are bound to appear every thin 
year at the Emperours Court, to do Homage and Obedience to him : At which 
time a ftrift account is taken of their carriages and behaviours in their feveral d a 
ces ; and after a thorow Examination of all matters, the Emperour and his Coun- 
cil determine who are fit to be continued, win, ro be turned out, who to be pre- 
ferred, and lafily whodeferve tobe puniflied ; and this without any refpea of 
perfons. ikewife it is not in the power of t’ie Emperour to make any alteration 
in what is concluded by the Council and Judges upon this Examination, which 
is fo fevere and impartial, that for the moll part only, greateft perfons offending 
arc puniflied. And to this purpofe we read, that in the year 1607. fo ftriftan 
Examination was made, that four rhoufand principal Magillratcs were puniflied. 

. The perfons condemned are divided according to the quality of their Crimes, 
into five ranks; under the firft are comprehended fuch as take Bribes, and en- 
rich them fe Ives out of the Emperours Treafury 5 thefe being turned out, are for 
ever made incapable of bearing any Publick Office. Under the fecondranck 
arc fet down thofe that are too cruel in their puniffiments ; thofe are likewife 
turned out of their places, and fent home to live as private perfons. Under the 
third are reckoned fuch as are Decrepite, and too far ftrlcken in years for Govern- 
ment, or elfe fuch as are too remifs in their Offices j thefe though they are put by 
the exercife of their Offices, yet enjoy all their Priviledges as they were wont, 
when they were in their places, fo long as they live. In the fourth rank are put 
down fuch as have been too hafty andrafli in palling Sentence, a&ing without any 
fore-caR in the Affairs of the Empire 5 thefe are degraded and put in fomeinferi- 
our Offices, or employed elfewherc upon lefs weighty Affairs. In the laft place, 
all fuch as live impudently and unbecoming the greatnefs of their Station and 
Employment , are not only deprived of their Places, bat alfo of their Liberties and 
Priviledges for ever. The like general Inquilition and Examination is made 
every fifth year amongft the Rix- Councils, as alfo amongft the Military Officers. 

Befides, the Mandorines and Affifiants are obliged once a day to give an ac- 
count to the Stadt-holder or Governour, of their own and other concerned perfons 

Tranf- 
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Tranfa&ions, as alfo what has paft either in the City or Countrey ; and if they 
forbear to give notice of any thing that has paft to the prejudice of the State, 
which afterwards comes to be known, they are moft feverely puniflied without 
any delay or refpe&of their perfons ; as once hapned at Canton when we were 
there , that the old Vice-Roy caufed one of the chief Mandorims to be killed in 
his Court, and in his prefence for fuch a Crime, and would not delay the expia- 
ting the Offenders offence by his blood fo long, till an Executioner could be 
fetch’d to behead theGiminal perfon, according to the cuftom of the Countrey. 

Fourthly, None may in the Province where he is Born take upon him the Office 
of a Magiftrate, but is admitted to be a Field Commander ; the reafon whereof 
may be, left he who fits in the place of Juftice, fliould favour his Relations : But 
the Sonldier being at home in his own Countrey, will Fight pro Arts Focis , and 
the mpre valiantly defend it. The Sons of fuch as are Magiftrates, are not per- 
mitted to go much out of doors, that fo they may not be corrupted with Bribes. 

Fifthly,- The Cbinefes will not fufter any ftranger to continue in the Countrey, 
who has an intention to return home into his own Native Soyl, or is found to hold 
any eorrefpondence with Forreign Kingdoms ; neither is a Forreigner permitted 
to come into the heart of the Empire: And this is the caufe that no Stranger 
dares venture into China, otherwife then under the pretence of an Embafly, which 
is not only to be underftood of fuch as are far diftant from China , but alfo 
even of their Friends, Allies, and Tributaries, who pay Taxes to them; of 
which fortare the Neighbouring Iflanders of Corea , who for the moft part obferve 
the Chine fe Laws ; and if they difeover a Forreigner to have lived privately in 
China, they reftrain him from returning into his own Countrey, upon pain of 
, Death.,. 

Sixthly, No body is'duffefed to wear any Arms within a City, nor the Soul- 
dicr£ i}or Comman4e p V n9r th* 'Dearned Philofophers, unlefs they are upon the 
March , and going to the Wars. Neither are any fuffered to have Arfns in 
theij; Houfes, or to ride Armed otherwife then with a Dagger to defend themfelves 
agaijnft High- way-men. 

... ;ln this Empire all Magiftcrial Officers whatever, whether Philofophical, or of 
the Council of War, are ranked into nine orders ; according to which each has a 
mbnthly allowance paid him, either in Money or Rice out of the Publick Reve- 
nue; which in regard of the State and Garb they live in, is not fufficient to defray 
the charge and cxpence they are at; for thofe of the higheft order, have but a 
thoufand Crowns yearly, yetfome of them grow to be very rich Men, but cer- 
tainly not by their Sailary, but by what is given them under-hand for Courtefies 
done, notwithftanding all the Examinations aforefaid. 

All the Magiftrates, as well high as inferiour, wear fora Badge and Mark of 
rcfpe& and dignity, one fort and falhion of Hat, which none elfe is fuffered to 
wear Thefe Hats or Bonnets are made of Black Silk, and have on both fides two 
Oval Flaps which cover the ears, and are made faft to the Bonnet that they cAn- 
notfall off* : In which manner and garb when they appear in the Streets, they walk 
with great gravity, not differing from each other in the reft of their habit, fave 
only that they have diftinguilhing marks ifpon their Cloths, whereby their qualities 
are known to the Inhabitants., and to what order they belong. 

Laftly, you mu ft know that the Chineses, though the Tartars have made them- 
felves Mafters of this Empire, yet fit every where in the Councils ; they enjoy their 
old J y a.^s > Cuftoms,and Priviledges as formerly ; and it feems the Tartars fuffer 
this, in regard they find the Chinefes have more underftanding, and are better 
vei fed in governing the Countrey and People then themfelves; who on the other 
hand are fitter fqr War, and more able by force to Conquer, then by Policy to rule 
Kingdoms. CHAP* 
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CHAP. II. 


Of the CHARACTERS, LANGUAGE* WRITING, and LITE- 
RATURE of the CHINESES. And in what manner the Learned in 
China arrive to the fever al Degrees of Knowledge. 

T H E Chinefe manner of Writing differs Very much from the Language they 
fpeak * for there is not one Book in all China which is writ in their Mother 
Tongue. All the words in the Chinefe Language, without exception, confift but 
of one fyllable * neither have the people fewer Letters then Words, for each Let- 
ter is with them a Word * and though there be fome Chinefe Words which com- 
prehend feveral Letters, yet know that every Letter fignifies a particular Word. 

And although the Chinefes have as many Charafters as Bufinefs, yet. they are 
fo skilful iajoyning them, that they do make above feventy or eighty thoufand j 
but about the number hereof Writers feem to differ. The Jeuiite Athanafins 
Kircheer reckons them eighty thoufand, in all which muft thofe be knowing and 
expert, who will aim at the higheft degree of Learning •, although any that knows 
ten thoufand of them, may perfcflly underftand the Language, and be able to 
write their Characters. M. Martinus in his Prologue to the C/ww Hiftory, fays, 
that the Chinefes have above fixtv thoufand Chara&ers, which have feveral diftin- 
fiions and fignificacions. This is confirmed by Mandelflo in his Perfian Voyage, 
though others raife the number to one hundred and twenty thoufand* and which is 
worth obfervation, notwithftandingthis almoft infinite variety and difficulty *, yet 
fuch is their diligence and induftry, that all thefc words are foiind in a large Di- 
aionary called Holpien, which fignifies the Sea. Of this fo great difference in the 
number of the Chinefe Letters, no other reafon can be given, but that the Ongi- 
nal number have been encreafed from time to time. For the better underltand- 
ing the method of the Chinefes Writing, I conceive it not amifsto declare more 
plainly the form,and difference of thefetheir fo varying Chara&ers. . 

And to that end and purpofe, in the firft place you are to take notice, that the 
old Chinefe Chafers or Letters, differ very much from thofe in prefent uf c . 
For at firft the Chinefes Chara&erized their meaning in a kind of Hiero- 
glyphic fhape, as of four-footed Beafts , Birds, Creeping Creatures, Fifties, 
Herbs, Boughs of Trees, Ropes, &c. which were varioufly made and contri- 
ved, as the fancy of the Ufer thought meet : But after-ages by a long fenes of 

time, and a conftant praflical ufe thereof, finding a great confufion in fuch a vaft 
number of differing Creatures and Herbs, imitating the form of fome of the An- 
rients in their Charafters, made or added fome little Points and Lines about 
them, to diftinguifh them one from another, and by that means reduced them 
better order, and a lefs number, and thofe are the Letters they ufe at prefent. 

Of the old Chinefe Charters, there are to be feen feventeen torts, thehtRin 
moft antient was invented by the Emperour Teh, as, and compoied of Orag n 
and Snakes, moft ftrangely interwoven one m another, and caft - 

For this reafon the Book which the fame Emperour T ohiat writ of Aftrology, s 
called the Book of Dragons ; but at this time t liofe Charaff ers are quite w '° rn 
of ufe in the Countrey. Thefecond fort is framed out of fevera^thmgs belong- 
ing to Husbandry, and ufed by the Chinefe Emperour Xwmng in all Trea 
cerning Tillage. The third fort confifts of the feveral parts of the B d 
loan, id was invented by the Emperour Xantm,, who has likewife wnt a p 
ticularBook of Birds in thefe Charaflers. The fourth fort of old^ Cha^ 
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"afters is compiled outofOyfters, and fmall Worms. The fifth of feveral forts 
of Roots, of Herbs, and in this kind of form the antient Cbinefcs have writ feveral 
Books. Thefixth fort is drawn from the Claws of Cocks and Hens, and other 
Fowl, and invented by King Cboam. The feventh is compofed of Tortoife (hells, 
and had for their firft Founder the Emperour Too. The 8. is fhown in fmall Birds 
and Parrots. The ninth in Herbs and Birds. The tenth is of Co , invented only 
for a token of remembrance. The eleventh is of Stars. And the twelfth of feveral 
other Letters, ferving for Priviledges, and Immunities. To the 1 3. belong the 
Letters Ten, Can, Chi , Cicn, Tao. The Characters of the 14. fort are called the 
Letters of Reft, Mirth, Knowledge, Darknefs, and Clearnefs. The fifteenth fort 
is of Fifiies. The fixteenth fort is not yet known to us in Europe, nor indeed to 
any befides thcmfelves, and not to all them neither. The fevcntcenth fort is 
ufed in fealing up of Letters and writing of Superfcriptions. 

That the Reader may more clearly underftand the matter , I will fet down fome 
of the old CharaCters, with thofe now in ufe. 

As for Example, the Figure with thenumber 1. fet down in the middle of the 
following Print, fignified with the antient Chinefer, a Mountain or Hill j at prefent 
as the number 3. doesexprefs. The Sun was demonftrated formerly by a round 
circle or ring, with a fpeck in the middle, as the number 3. declares j but now it is 
exprefled, as in number 4. A Dragon was formerly deputed with the Figure, as 
iu number 5. but now as it is by the Figure, number 6 . A Scepter with one eye, as 
is exprefi in number 7. fignified formerly the Kings name ; but now it is fhown 
with the Figure, as in number 8. A Bird, Hen, or Cock, were formerly expreft in 
full (hape and pofturc, as is mentioned in the numbers 9. and u. but at prefent 
thofe Creatures are deferibed as number 10. and 1 2. 

But the Cbinejes at prefent ufe no more fuch Chara&ers to exprefs the form of 
any fuch things, but only fome certain Lines and Marks, which however different 
in form, in fome fort obfeurely refemble the Characters of the Antients, which re- 
prefented the fhape of things. For a clearer demonftration of the CharaCter in ufe 
at prefent amongft the Cbinejes , I have thought good to infert one of the Figures 
marked with Letter M. 

Out of nine feveral Lines or Marks, the Cbinefe Characters of thefe times are 
compofed, fo that by adding or omitting of one Line or Mark, another fignificati- 
on properly arifes for example, a ftjaitLinc, as by the Figure A, upon the left 
fide of this Print, fignifies one or the firft } with a Line as at B, drawn through it, 
denotes ten *, and with a Line underneath it, as C, then it fignifies Earth. Again, 
with, another Line put over the down-right Line, as by the Figure D, it fpeaks 
King b with a point on the right fide, as by the Figure E, it fignifies a Pearl but 
fuch a point on the left fide, as at Figure F, declares to Live. Laftly, witha point 
upon the head of it, as at Figure G, it fignifies Lord. 
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Now though all the Subje&s of that Empire ufe feveral Chara&ers in their Lan* 
guage,yctinfpeaking there feemsto be little or no difference in them, all their 
words founding alike, notwithftanding the difference of form and fignification in 
Writing ; and this is the reafon that there is no Language which has fo many 
double-meaning words as the Chine fe , being only diftinguiffied by fome found or 
expreflion in ufe amongft themfelves. Out of the double meaning of thefe 
words, arifes a grand inconvenience ; for no perfon can tranfcribe any thing out 
of that Language which is read unto him, nor can any Book be undcrftood by 
hearing another read it; for the double meaning and Various found of 
the words, which cannot be diftinguifhed by the Ear, and arc only to be known 
by the fight, or not other wife to be undcrftood ; fo it often happens that in 
common difcourfc they are neCeflitatcd to put their minds in Writing, clfe 
one cannot underftand die other what he means, though he fpeaks very clear and 

plain. ... . * 

J his double meaning is in fome fort taken away by five feveral founds now 
in ufe, which yet are very hard to be diftinguifhed ; fo that many times very 
great miftakes happen between thofe that have not been ufed to thefe founds 
from the very Cradle. An Italian telling a Chinefe , that in Europe there 
were Ships to befeen as big as Mountains ; he gave the word wherewith he would 
have denoted a Ship, the fame found that expreffes a Tylc upon the Houfe. The 
Chinefes taking it according to the found, feemed to admire very much his 
faying, and fit length began to laugh at him, as though he had told them 
incredible things ; asking him withal, to what ufe they put a Tile of fuch bignefs, 
and that it mu ft have been a very large Oven that could bake fuch a Tile. By 
which appears howncccflary ic is, and withal how infinitely troublefome it is both 
itovStrangers and Natives to learn thefe differences of Sounds and Pronunciations, 
or to be ignorant of them. The Jefuits therefore who are fent to propagate the 
<Cofpcl in China , have found out five Points or Marks, which they put over every 
word r and thereby know how toexprefs thehighnefsor lowncfs of the Sounds 
Thefe are as follows t y — 1 1 y By the help of thefe Marks, muft the fame word 
which is written in our Letters, and marked with thofe marks, be feverally pro* 

nounced, 


i 
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nounced, and then they intend feveral things. As for example, Y’a with this mark 
over it, fignifies God •, and with this mark over it, Ya, a Wall ; and Ya with this 
mark, fignifies Dumbnefs. Yet notwithfianding all thefe helps, the Chinefe Lan- 
guage is very difficult to be learned and underftoocf, as well in regard of the double 
fignification of the words, as alfo becaufe that in this Language there is no cer- 
tain number of Letters, but every bufinefs and intention of the mind muft beex- 
preft by a particular Chara&er ; which gives not only an infinite trouble to thofe 
that will learn it, but caufes a vaft expence of time, taking up ten or twenty years 
before a man can obtain to the knowledge of fpeaking and writing this Myfteri- 
ous Language , wherein the Natives themfelves know far better how to exprefs 
their minds in writing, then by fpeaking. 

But in regard I have now fpoken of the CharaCter and Writing of the 
Cfjinefes , I will adde in a few words, in what manner they place them. And 
herein they quite differ from the cuftom of Europe , and almoft all other Nati- 
ons. Hereof writes Peter Jarcius thus in his Treafury of Indian Things j The 
Chinefes (fays he) do not write from the left to the right hand, as the Europe- 
ans \ nor from the right to the left, as the Hebreans j but they begin from the 
right fiSe above, and write down to the bottom, fo that they put the one Cha- 
racter under the other, and notone after another, as we in Europe : And when the 
Line is full from top to bottom, then they begin again at the top of another Line, 
and by degrees go down again to the bottom *, and indeed (which is worth obfer- 
vation in this particular) the Chine fes differ from all others, who abfolutely write 
after another manner *, for at this day there are in all the known world but four 
feveral ways of Writing, upon the account of placing the Letters : Thefirft is 

from the right to the left fide, and in this manner are written the Books of the He- 
breans , Chaldeans , Syrians , Arabians , and JEgyptians. The fecohd is from the left 
to the right fide, and after this manner the Greeks and Latine Books are writ, and 
fo write at prefent all the People of Europe. The third fort of Writing is called 
in the Greet^Buttrophcdon, which fignifies to Plow with Oxen*, and this manner 
of Writing is done juft as the Oxen make Furrows with the Plough, namely, 
to begin the fccond line where the firft ended. This manner of Writing 
(as Paufanias relates) was ufed by the antient Grecians , and fo as is reported, are 
writ the Laws of Solon . The fourth and Iaft way of Writing, is from the top to 
the bottom, and this manner of Writing, as has been laid, the Chinefes ufe, and 
fomeof the Salvage Indians. 

But although this manner of Writing(whereby each thing is exprefled by a par- 
ticular Character) is very burdenfome to the Memory, yet it is of very great ufe 
and advantage to the People, who differ very much in Language from one ano- 
ther *, for thereby they are able to read the Book and Letters of each other (if they 
ufe common Charaders in Writing) though the one doth in no wife underftand 
the other in fpeaking. And in this manner it is that thofe of Japan , Corea , Cou- 
chen-China , ule one and the fame Books, though they differ fo very much in the 
Pronunciation, that the one cannot underftand a word the other fays ; yet they 
bear the fame fence to the underftanding of the moft indifferent Reader, no 
othervvife skilled then in the vulgar Idiome of his Mother Tongue : And which 

is yet more of wonder, that although the feveral Natives in the Empire of China 
differ infinitely each from other in their feveral Diale&s, fo that their varying 
of Languages makes them feem as ftrangers among themfelves, their Tongues 
being ufelefs members to their intelleCf } yet in their Books one general Cha- 
racter is ufed, fo that the fame are equally ufeful and read throughout the whole 
Empire. 

Notwithftanding tne-greatconfufion of Languages in the feveral Provinces, as 
, * is 


is before declared ; there is yet through the whole Empire another common 
Tongue, by the Cbinefes called Quonhoa , which fignifies the Court, or the MW</. 
rine Chine fe ; and this at firft took its rife from the Magiftrates, or Mandarines re- 
ading in that Province, whereto they were fent with a fuperintendent Authority i 
for coming thither as Grangers, andefteeming it below their greatnefs to bene- 
ceflitated to learn any other Tongue, this Courtly Mandorinc Language was 
introduced through the whole Empire, wherein not only all Affairs relating to the 
Laws are difpatched, but likewifeall perfons of rank or quality ufe the fame ; Co 
that it is as common, and as much in ufe with them, as Latin in Europe , or Lingua 
Franca among theTur^r j and this Language alone, Strangers, Merchants, and 
others learn, when they coineinto thofe parts. 

This Court- fpeech, though it exceeds all others for number of Letters, yet it 
confiftsbut of few words, of which there are but 32 6 in the fame i fo that the 
fhortnefs and concifenefs of this Courtly, or more Modifh manner of fpeaking, 
makes it flow fo pleafantly from the Tongue, that itpaffes for fweet elocution, al- 
moft all other Language yet known*: as for example, when we will exprefsthe 
manner of taking a thing, either with the whole hand, or with one or two fingers ; 
vre are enforced to adde the word Tal{e> but the Cbinefes do exprefs the fame quite 
otherwife, for each Subftantive, as a Cup or Pot, fignifies the thing to be done, as 
likewife the manner of doing. For example, Nien is to take with two fingers, Tt*o 
with one, and Cbua with the whole hand > the fame is likewife obferved in the 
word ft and\ we fay, to ft ancl in the Houfe, to ft and Eating, to ft and Sleeping \ but 
they have a word, which denotes the Infinitive Verb to ftand , and the manner of 
Handing : So alfo when wc will exprefs the leg of a Man, or of a Bird, we always 
adde the fame word leg } but the Cbinefes exprefs it all in one } for Kio is a Mans 
leg, Cbua a Birds, and thi the foot of any Creature. 

Amongfl all the feveral noble Arts and Sciences, wherewith the Europeans are 
Ennobled, the Cbinefes have only fome infight into that of Philofophy j for the 
knowledge of Natural things is much more obfeured among them by feveral inter- 
jpofed errours, then any way s enlightned. 

The greatefl: Philofopher of all that Nation, was one Confutius , born 4$ 1 
years before Chrift’s Incarnation, and lived in fuch a manner for above 70 years, 
that not only by his example, but alfo by his Writings and Convcrfation, he 
ftirr’d up all others to imitate him in a vertuous and orderly courfe of Life ; 
whereby he gained fo great an eftcem amongftthe people, that they believed'*him 
to have far exceeded in Vertue, Learning, and Integrity, all other Mortals that 
ever lived upon the face of the Earth : And certainly, if his Works, which are ex- 
tant in China Books, were minded with a due regard, Men muft acknowledge 
him to have been a pcrlon of great Learning, and Vertuous Life • In refpe£f 
whereof the Cbinefes have to this day fo great an opinion of his name, that what- 
foever he has writ, is never called in queftion, but by all maintained for good * 
having gained to it felf the Authority of Ipfe Dixit in the Schools. And not only 
the Learned, but the Kings alfo have ever fince his Death, perpetuated his Me- 
mory, and Recorded his name in their Annals, as a reward of the Vertue and 
Learning they received from him. And fuch of his Pofterity as yet remain, are 
to this day highly refpeded by all, and not without reafon •, for the Emperours of 
China have ennobled the Heir of the Family with great Titles of Honour, and 

exempted them from paying of any Publick Tolls or Taxes. . c , 

Nor doth the knowledge of the Cbinefes end here i for they have a deep infight 
in Aftrology, and in feveral other Arts and Sciences i as alfo heretofore in that ot 
Arithmetick, in the underftanding whereof they have of late years much decayed, 
infomuch, that now the Shop-keepers ufe Boards to tell upon, which are . 


a (general Tkfcription of 

hoVesTyet they are To ready in their way, that with a Peg they know how to call Up 
an Accompt, with as much Method and Expedition, as the moft skilful European 
with Counters. In the divifionofthe Hemifphere,Starsjand Conftellations therein, 
they differ very much from us of Europe, having added to their number more then 
are known to the moft Critical of our Modern Aftronomers. Thefe Star-gazers 
are chiefly employed in Prognofticating the time of the Suns Eclipf'es, andtoob- 
ferve the various courfe of the Planetary Motions. But herein they are like them- 
felves, and Brethren in thefame Art, full of errours and miftakes *, as alio in thei t 
Aftrological Obfervations in Calculating their Nativities, Horary queftions, or 
the like ; concerning good or bad Fortunes in their Lives, as well as prefent fuc4 
cedes in their emergent occafions ; together with the Fruitfulnefs and barrennefs 
of the enfuing year j for they take it as a main Article of their Belief, that all things 
which happen here upon Earth, depend upon the Influences of the Stars, and are 
dire$ed and ordered by the various fignaturesof their feveral configurations. \ 

Of this Fortune-telling part of the Art of Aftrology, the Jefuite Trigautius 
gives this following account in his Relation of China. 

The prefent Emperour of China has tfri&ly forbidden this hjnd of Learning to all 
hut fuch as have a right by Inheritance , or otherwif ? appointed and chof en thereunto : 
Andthis prohibition atfirft fprung from fear , left any having obtained to the exaft 
knowledge of that Art , fbonld by pretence thereof have an opportunity to ereSl any No- 
velty in the Empire. Yet that the Art , and the M afters of the fame , may not feem to 
be Utterly loft ornegle&ed , the faid Emperour maintains feveral Star -gamers at a very 
great charge, for bis own ufe , and they are of two forts , namely , the Celubden, who 
live within the Kings Falace > or the Imperial Magi ft rates, who live without. Both 
ibefe have at prefent at Peking two Benches, the one Entituled, the Bench of the Chi- 
nefes, which is employed about malftng of Almanacks and Prognoftications, the Suns 
and Moons Eclipfes : 1 he other is of the Saraceners, whofe Studies tend to the fame 

things , and are Methodised according to the grounds and rules of the Weftern Aftro- 
logy. After a time the Judgments of both thefe Benches are compared together , and 
any difference or mi (lake of cither , or both, is then reSlifyed . Both thefe Societies 
have a convenient Manjion provided for them , upon a very high Hill , where that they 
may view the Stars the better, and raife Obfervations from the fame. Several old 
Aftrological In ftruments, made of Copper or Brafs, are kept in this place '■> every night 
one of the Profejpon remains, to obferve whether any new Star appear in the Firmament, 
•which might fore-tell fome Novelty : And if any fuch thing happen, he immediately 
fives notice thereof to the Society, and they communicate the fame to the Emperour , 
and confult with him what it may portend, and how relate to good or evil. Andthis 
is the Office or Duty of the Aftrologers at Peking. 

As to Phyfickand Chirurgy, they are expert therein, their Rules of Art difte- 
ring very little from tho fe of Europe. For firfi:, they feel the Pulfe like them, 
and are very skilful in difeovering by the fame the inward di/tempers of the Body: 
in each hand they take notice of fix didinft beatings of the fame, namely, three 
high, and three low, which as they conceive, have fome fccrct Coherencies with 
certain parts of the Body ; as that of the fird, to the Heart ; of the fecond, to the 
Liver •, of the third, to the Stomack } of the fourth, to the Spleen ; of the fifth, to 
the Reins, &c. And therefore that they may with the greater conftancy and judg- 
ment deliver their opinions, they are at leaft half an hour in feeling the Pulfe of 
the Sick. 

When by the Pulfe they have found out the Diftemper, then for the Curing 
of the Sick, they apply and make ufe of feveral Simples and Roots *, to fay the 
truth, they are generally very well experienced in the knowledge of the feveral 
Vertues of all kinds of Herbs growing amongft them. And this is obfervable,that 

there 
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Tiha ahort-mcntioned Confuting the Prince of the Chimfc Philofophers has 
colleaedmto order all the Writings of the Antientsin that kind, andcontrafled 
tlicrftmto Four great Books, to which he added a Fifth of his own. In which 
Volumns art taught Ruld ^economical and Political,,* well the way to Live well 
and Govern well ■, as alio the Antient Examples, Manners, Offerings, and 
fcveral Poems of Antient Authors. But befide theft Five , there is another 
great Vollimn writ by fome of the Difciplesof Confutes, and is divided into four 
parts.andcalledthefour Books. Thelaft Volumn thus fub-divided, doth treat 
of the faille fubjefl with thofe other five ; and thefe nine Books arc all that are to 
be found rrt Cbm* amongff the Book-Sellers, and out of which all others are com- 
pofedd hnd certainly therein are contained moft excellent Rules and Direaions 
foe the well ordering of all civil Affairs, and fuch as have proved to the very great 
advantage of the Empire of China. And for this caufe a Law was made by the 
Antient Kings, that whofoever would be a Learned Man, or fo reputed, muff ex- 
trafl the principal ground- work of his Learning from thefe Books : nor is it enough 
to underftand the true meaning and fenfe of the fame, but he muft get them 
by heart, and be able to repeat part thereof, if he will be thought to have arrived 
to the higheft degree of Learning. 

There are no Publick Schools in all China ( though fome Writers have errone- 
oufly*fet fo«h the contrary) but every perfon chufes his own Matter, by whom he 
is taught in fiis Houle, at his own charge. And in regard of the great difficulty in 
teaching the Chinese Characters, in refpeci of their vaft number and variety, it 
is impolfiblc for one to teach many feveral perfons j and therefore every Matter 
of a Family takes an Inttrufter into his Houfe for his Children, of whom if there 
be two or three to learn, they are as many as one Tutor can well teach. 

All fuch as are found upon Examination to have made good Progrefs in Phi- 
lofophy, arife to Promotions by three Degrees of Learning j the ttrft is called 
Sieucai, the fecond Kingin , the third Cinfu. 

The firft Degree of Learning called Sieitcai , is given in every City by a certain 
Tcrrfinfcht Learned Perlon, appointed by the Emperour for that purpofe, and ac- 
cording to his Office bears the name oilihio. This Tihio goes a Circuit through 
all the Towns of his Province, on purpofe to promote Learned Men to this De- 
gree ; who affoon as he is come into a City, makes known his arrival, and thereup- 
on all fuch as ttand for this preferment, addrefs themfelves unto him to be Exami- 
ned i and if he find them qualified, he ttraight prefers them to this firft ftep of 
Learning *, and that their worth may be taken notice of, for a particular badge of 
their dignity, they wear a Gown, Bonnet, and Boots, in which habit none are per- 
mitted to go, but fuch as are in this manner become Graduates. They enjoy like- 
wife feveral Honourable Priviledges, and Immunities, and are preferred to con* 
fiderable Employments in the Gpvcrnmcnt. 

The 
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The fecond Decree of Honour to which the Learned Chinefes are preferred, 
h called Kiugin , which h given with much more ftate then the former, and is con- 
ferred only upon fuch as they judge to be moft deferving ; and this promotion is 
made but once in three years, and performed after this manner. ■ 

In each Capital City is a great and well-built Palace, encompaffed with high 
Walls, and fet apart only for the Examination of the Scholars. In this place are 
feveral Apartments and Manfions for the ufe of Examiners, when they come to 
fupervife the Scholars Works : befide thefe Apartments, there are at leaft a thou- 
fand Cells in the middle of the Palace, but fo ftriall, that they will only contain 
one body, a little Table, and a Bench } in thefe no perfon can fpeak to his Neigh- 
bour, nor be feen by him- 

When the Kings Examiners are arrived in the City, they are lock'd up apart 
in this Palace, and not fuBered to difcourfe with any whatfoever while they 
are there. When the time of Examination is come, to which are appointed three 
whole days, namely, the ninth, twelfth, and fifteenth days of the eighth month ; 
then are the Writings of the Scholars, with great judgment, narrowly examined, 
and feveral queftions propounded to be refolvedby them. 

The third Degree is called Cinfu y and is equal with that of Do&or of Divinity, 
Law, or Phyfick in Europe } and this is conferred likewife every third year, and 
to them only in the Imperial City of Peking : to this Honour can only three hun- 
dred out of the whole Empire arrive, and the Examination of them before they 
are chofen, is performed by the Kings Examiners in the fame Method and ftate as 
the former. And fuch as arrive to this height of Honour by their Learning, are 
preferred to the highefi: places of dignity irtthe Empire, and are had in great 
efteem and reputation by the People. 
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CHAP. III. 

Qf federal CHINESE H AND YC R A F T- T R. A DE $, COME- 
DIANS, JUCLERS, and BEGGERS. 

T HIS Empire is not altogether void of Archtte&ure, although for neatnefs 
and polite curiofity, it is not to be compared with that in Europe j neither 
are their Edifices fo coftly nor durable, in regard they proportion their Houfes to 
the fiiortflefs of Life, building, as they fay, for themfelves, and not for others } and 
this filiely is one reafon why the Cbinefes cannot comprehend nor imagine the 
coftly and Prince-like Palaces which are in Europe. And when they have 
beard that fome of the faid Edifices have flood for many Ages, they feem as 
it were amazed thereat ; but if they confidered the true reafons of fuch 
continuance, they would rather applaud and imitate, then wonder ; for that 
which makes our Buildings laftfo long, is, becaufe we make deep Foundations ; 
whereas in China they dig no Foundations at all, but lay the Stones even with the 
furface of the ground, upon which they build high and heavy Towers ; and by this 
means they foon decay, and require daily reparations. Neither is this all, for the 
Houfes in China are for the moft part built of Wood, or reft upon Wooden Pil- 
lars yet they are covered with Tyles, as in Europe , and are contrived commodi- 
oufly within, though not beautiful to the eye without •, however by the curiofity 
of the People, they are kept very clean and neat. 

Their Temples are moft curioufly built, fome whereof in folitary places, near 
the High- ways, to the great accommodation of Travellers. They are hung full 
of Images, and heavy Lamps, which burn continually ji? memory of one or other 
that lived well, and dyed happily. 

Thefe People have' made no fmall Progrefs in feveraf Sciences, by their 
early being acquainted with the Art of Printing *, for though thofe of Europe do 
therein exceed the Chinefes , having reduced the fame to more exa&nefs and cer- 
tain Method : Yet fays Trigautius in his firft Book, in the fourth Chapter, The 
life of the Printing-Prefs was much fooner in China , then in Europe ; for it is 
moft certain, that the fame has been in ufe amongft the Chinefes for five Ages 
paft > nay, fome flick not to affirm, that they ufed Priming before the Birth of 
our Saviour. Mercator in his great Atlas writes, that the Printing-Prefs, and the 
ufe of Cannon, are of fo great Antiquity in China , that it is not known who was 
the Inventer of them : All which if it were taken for granted, neverthclefs they 
are too large, in faying, that Printing has been ufed by them ever fince their Coun- 
trey hath been called the Empire or Kingdom .of China. But how antient 
foever it is , they ufe quite another manner and method therein, then the 
Europeans. For in regard of the great number of Characters, they are enforced 
to cut their Chara&ers upon a fraooth board, made of Pear-Tree, or Apple-Tree. 
Upon this board they lay the Writing that is to be Printed, then they lcrape the 
fheet fo long, when it is dry, till the Characters, by reafon of the thinnefs, begin 
to appear thorow: And laft of all, they bore the board with an Iron, that only 

the ftrokes of the Characters are left (landing : This being done, they Print with 
this board the Writing, which (lands already engraven upon it, upon other clean 
(he ets, but with fo much eafe and quicknefs, that one Man is able toPiint5ooo 
fiieets in a day 5 and in the boring of the boards, they are fo dexterous, that 
they will cut out one alrnoft as foon as an European Compofitor can make ready 

a Form to the Prefs. This manner of Printing is much more commodious j for 
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the Chine) e Charaflers then for ours, theirs being great in fubftance and form, our 
Letters fmali, and confequently unfit to be cut upon a board. 

Neither doth this Peoples Ingenuity end here, but dives into the Queint Fancies 
of the Painters Art, and arriving fometimes. to great skill in Painting of Pi&ures ; 
only herein they fall very much fhort of thofe that ufe that Art in thefe parts, in 
regard they neither underftand the making of Shadows, nor have learned to temper 
their Colours with Oyl. This is the reafon why all their Piftures look fo dull and 
dead, refembling rather inanimate Bodies, then lively Images : And yet they have 
as good Colours in that Countrey, as in any other part of the World, wherewith 
they dcp'nft Birds and Herbs to the life. They have alfo fomc little infight and 
skill in the Art of Carving or Graving of Images, and in calling of Copper, with 
the Portraicmre of Birds, and all manner of other Creatures; with which they 
adorn the Sellings of their Houfes, but their Temples are Beautified with Images 
of call Copper, or other pieces of Carved or Ingrav’d Works : Their Bells, which 
for the mod part are made of Brafs, have Wooden Clappers, for they cannot 
bear the ftriking with one of Iron, by reafon of their brittlenefs, fo that for 
found, they fall infinitely fhort of the European Tuncablenef 3, Why thefe People 
who are Ingenious and Witty enough in other things, are fo Dull and Unexpe- 
rienced in thefe, proceeds in all probability from their general averfenefs to 
deal with Forreigners ; it being a Rule among them, to prohibit them entrance 
into their Countrey, at leaftwife not to admit them farther then their utmoft 
Frontircs. 

Several forts of Mufical Inftruments are to be feen in China , the mod whereofare 
loud Mufick or Wind Inftruments, to all which they ufe fnares made of Raw Silk, 
but have neither Organs, nor Harpficals, nor any other the like Inftruments, though 
there befome that have a great refemblance of our Virginals in Europe. Their 
Vocal Mufick confiftsofone note and tone as it were, for they know not how to 
alter or raife their Voices higher or lower, nor is it in ufe amongft them ; notwith- 
ftanding which, they brag very much of their fweet Voices, which haply to their 
ears accuftomed thereto may feem pleafant ; but lure I am to ours they are both 
harfh and untuneable. 

They have very few Dyals or Inftruments to fhow the hour of the day, and 
fuch as they have, are made to operate by the means of Water or Fire; thofe which 
fhow the hour with water, bear a kind of refemblance to fome great hour-glaffes 
for their fhape ; but fuch as fhow the hour by means of fire, are made of perfumed 
allies. They have fome other kinds of Inftruments amongft them, to know 
the hour of the day by, fomewhat like our Clocks with Wheels, and they are 
made to turn with Sand as Wheels of Mills with water ; but they are not to be 
compared to our Clocks in Europe , for they feldom go true. Some inkling they 
feem to have of Sun-dials, but they are ignorant, neither are they defirous to be in- 
formed in the ufe of them. 
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They are very much addi&edto Shows, and Stage-plays, and herein only do 
they exceed thole of Europe their Comedians are for the mail part young and 
a£Hve, and very numerous throughout the whole Empire j fome of them Travel 
from place to place, and others refort to thechiefejfl Cities and Towns, to be em- 
ployed at Weddings, and other great and folemn Entertainments. 

The Comedies which they A<3, are either Satyrical or Comical, but true Relati- 
ons of the prefent times, or new Inventions of their own Fancies to make the 
People merry ; and the greateft part of them boaft Antiquity ; for although 
it be facile inventis addere , yet they feldom adde to, or refine what is old , 
much lefs invent any thing new. And by this means they are always in a 
readinefs to a& their Plays, whenfoever, or how oft foever they are defired by any 
Company} for the better fatisfa£fion of whom, they always carry about them a 
Book, wherein the names of their Plays are written, of which when they are called 
out by any perfons, which generally is at times of publick Feafting, they Play all 
the while Dinner Jafis, which is fometimes feven or eight hours, in which time 
their manner of acting is fuch,that nothing therein proves tedious to the Company} 
and the canfe thereof may feem to be, for that one Play is no fooner done, but 
they begin another } all their a£lions being various, and attended with their fing- 
ing parts, and ufing ftrange expreflions to arnufe the people. 

There are like wife a great number of Juglers, and Hocus- Pocuffes, who are 
very dexterous in their way} fome of them have Rats and Mice in a Cage } faftned 
to a Chain, which they have taught to ( Dance in feveral poftures : Others thruft 

threds into their Eyes, and pull them out at their Nofes. One I faw creep into a 
narrow Basket, while his Comrade ran thereat with his Sword fo fiercely, that he 
pierced it through *, whereupon the blood ran down as if the fellow therein had 
been wounded in feveral places : but immediately coming forth, it was evident he 
had received no hurt at all. 
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The People of China are great lovers of Seals, and Coats of Arms, wherewith 
they not only Seal their Letters, but make impreflions upon all manner of Writ- 
ings, Verfes, Piftures, and other things .• But upon thefe Seals is no device, as 
among the Gentry and Nobility of Europe , neither any thing befides the Name , 
Sirname, Degree, and Quality of the Proprietor ; and with thefe Seals, to make 
the impreflion, they neither ufe Wax or any thing like, but only colour it with a 
certain Red Paint*, and to that end the chief perfons in China have a Box of thefe 
Seals always (landing upon a Table, upon which are ingraven feveral names, 
every Chinefe appropriating to himfelf divers denominations. Thefe Sigils or 
Signets are either engraven in the beft and richeft fort of Wood, or elfe in Marble, 
Ebbony, Copper, Chriftal, Corral, or the like j for the performing thereof there 
are feveral Engravers very skilful in this Art, who are very much refpe&ed by the 
people, among whom they carry the repute of Learned Men. 

' There are not in this Countrey any fwarming of Writers, but fuch as do write, 
are efteemed Artifts of the beft qualification 5 the Ink they ufe is made of certain 
hard Cakes, which when they will make ufe of, they rub upon a fmooth Marble 
ftone, with a few drops of water, till the colour comes ofF, into which they dip 
their Writing-Pencils, being made of hair, and fitly appropriated to the Writing 
of the Chinefe Chara&ers j and the making of thefe Pencils, but efpecially of the 
Ink, is amongft all there reputed a particular and ingenious calling. 

Other Handicraft-Trades there are in China , among which the Fan-maker is not 
of leaft ufe and credit: thefe Fans are of fo general ufe to cool the Face, 
in the heat of Summer, that no perfon of what degree foever goes abroad 
without them : And of thefe there are feveral forts, fome being made of Reed, or 
Wood, others of Ivory, Ebbony, Silk, Paper, or Perfumed Straw ; nor is their 
variety greater in Subftance, then their difference in Faftiion } for fome are round, 
others fou rfquare, See. Such as are wore by the Grandees, are made of White 
Paper Gilt, to open and fhut at pleafure; with one of which it is cuftomary 
amongft them to prefent each other as a token of Love and Friendlhip. Thefe 
Fa i-makersalfo asaforefaid, are employed much in the making of Quine foies y 
whijh area kind of folding Canopies, carried over the heads of the Grandees by 




The Ruffians Travel through all parts of the Countrey with Women in their 
Companies, and where by chance they find any handfome young Maids among# 
the common fort of People, they ufe all Art and means to entice them away, neither 
fparing Money or good Words ; whom if they prevail upon to follow them, they 
afterwards teach to Dance and Sing,fo making them fitter for the entertainment and 
addrefifesof their He&oring Blades and Wild Gallants. When they are thus inftru- 
$ed, the Male Bawds endeavour to fell them, either to the Grandees out-right, or 
elle to proftitute them for Money) for a certain number of days, which turns to a 
confiderable advantage •, for every of thefe Brokers for impudence, have feveral 
Women that belong unto them, according as their ability is able to afford them a 
maintenance. They feldom ftay long in a place, but go from Town to Town, and 
there refiding longeff, where they can meet with the beft Markets ; whofoever 
hires one of thefe Women for a nights lodging, muff: receive her in the publick 
manner hcarcafter deferibed, virt,. She is fet upon an Aft (a s in the annexed Print) 
and fo conduced with a Hood over her Face to the Houfe of him that fent to enjoy her j 
and when f he is come to the Houfe of her Lover , fhe caffs aftde her Hood , and then re m 
ceivedby him , he conducts her into the Houfe. 
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The Bcggers here are generally nor only bold, but troublefomejfor they ask 
with great importunity, yea, and oftentimes threaten fuch as refufe to give them : 
they are for the moil part very ill featured and mif-lhapen Creatures, for not one 
of a hundred, but is mangled or deformed in fome part of his body *, whereof the 
Natives give this reafon, that thefe Lazars take their Children in their Infancy, 
and break their Arms, and Legs, or deform them in fome other part of their bo- 
dies, that fothey may grow up in a mif-lhapen form, on purpofe to become lit to 
be bred up in their way of Begging. Befide thefe enforced deformities, they are . 
oftentimes full of Running Sores, that the very fight of them is enough to breed a 
lothing in the moft fetled ftomack : And all this mifery is done and fuffered bv 

them on purpofe, to ftir up a Commiferation in fuch as pafs by. Some there are 
that appear outwardly found of body, but thefe ufe another Art in Begging, which 
is, to knock their heads together like diftraCted per Tons, fo that Spectators would 
believe their Brains were ready to flye out, or themfelves fall Dead upon the 
ground } for fuch is their cuftomary humour, that they never ceafe beating, till 
they have prevailed with you, to beftow fomething upon them. Others infiead of 
knocking their heads, as aforefaid,ftrikc their foreheads fo hard upon a round fione, 
four Fingers thick, which lyes upon the ground, that it makes the Earth feem to 
rebound with the blows ; by means whereof fome of them have contracted fuch 
terrible fwellingsupon their Foreheads, that they can never be cured of them. 

In the Yellow River a certain Armorer (hewed himfelf to us coming aboard 
our Bark, from a fmall Chinefe Boat called Tfiapam, which is an open Boat, flat be- 
fore, and with a little Malt in the middle. This Armorer (whom we here repre- 
fent in the annexed Print, amongft the reft) fat quite naked, only a cloth covered 
his Privities, and Havered no otherwife then as a Man polfefled with the Devil 9 
and to make himfelf appear the more Dreadful, he had run a lharp Dart through 
one of his Checks, which made him look with a Countenance full of Terror. Me 
carried likewife two (harp Darts in his hands, wherewith he threatned either to 
wound or kill himfelf, if men give him nothing. Next to him fat one of the Coun- 
trey Pricfts, who had a Book in his hand, wherein he faid, every perfon that gave 
fomething was to write his name ■, but the Embafladours refufed fotodo. There 

were 
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were feme Tartars with us, who all appeared to be afraid ; but fome of them were 
fo very much frighted, that their very Hair flood an end to fee this extraordinary 
mad Creature; and (whether out of fear or folly, it matters not) they gave him 
feveral Prcfents, that they might have good weather, and a fpeedy and fafepaflW- 
at which fimplicity of the Barbarians, fome of our Company laughing departed 
without giving him any thing, faying, that they feared God, but not the Devil- 


their howling and crying, enduring very great mifery all that while. And laftly, 
upon every Publick Market-day, there are to[be feen whole Troops of blind Beg- 
gers in the Cities, and Towns, who beat themfelves upon their naked Breafts moft 
furioufly with round ftones, till the blood drops from them. 


baking of Pnrceline , or China Ware; the Gumming and Painting of Chefts, Trunks, 
and Boxes } as alfo the Weaving of Carpets, Damasks, Cottons, and feveral other 
Stuffs } which I have thought fit to omit in this Chapter : Fir/1, In regard the fame 
are already mentioned in the firft part of our Relation. And Secondly, bccaufe 
the Chinefe do fo infinitely abound in all manner of Arts and Handicraft- 
Trades, that it would take up too much time to give a particular account of the 
whole. 

Yet notwithftanding this abundance of Trades, a great defefl and abufe is ob- 
ferved in the Commodities made there, which is this, that they only appear fair 
to the eye, being very flight for the moft part > and for this caufe may be afforded 
much the cheaper to the Merchant. 



There is alfo another fort of Beggers here, that fet fire to a combuftible kind 
of fluff upon their Heads, which they fuffer to burn there with exceffive pain and 
torment, till they have ektorted fome Charity from the tranfient Company, with 


Befides what is before-mentioned, there are feveral other Trades in China , as the 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of fome STRANGE CUSTOMS, FASHIONS, and MAN- 
N E Pv S, which are in ufe amongjt the CHINESES. 

T H E Anticnt Chineses called the*r Kingdom or Empire in old times, by the 
name of Courtefic, or Civility, and other known Manners } yea, and which 
is more, Civility, or Courtefie, is held with them for one of the five principal Ver- 
mes } amongft which as chief, all others are comprehended. The nature of this 
Vertue confifts,as they fay, in the fhewing of mutual refpeft : Now to be com- 
pleat herein, and to be Maftcrsof Ceremony, they fpend no little time to accom- 
plifli thcmfelves } yet fome of them of a higher Speculation viewing humane Vi- 
ciilmides, lamentthemfelves that they cannot rejeift and (hun thefe Complc men- 
tal Formalities, although therein they far exceed thofeof Europe. 

Wherefore in this Chapter I fhall fhew in what manner they falute one another 
when they meet, and afterwards treat of fome other Manners and Civilities in ufe 
amongft them, and wherein they differ from others, or among themfelves. 

It is held for no point of Civility amongft the Chinefes to take off the Hat, nor 
make Legs, as it is ufually termed } much lefs to embrace any perfon, orkifs his 
hand, or make any other outward fhew of Complement. The moft general and 
common way with them of fhewing Civility, is done after this manner } they wear 
their hands when they walk (unlefs they are to Fan themfelves, or otherwife to 
ufe them) always folded together in the fleeve of their upper Garment, which is 
made large for the famepurpofe; fothat when they meet, they raife their hands on 
high in the fleeve with great Devotion, and then let them fall again after the fame 
manner, greeting each other twice with the word Ci», which fignifies nothing. 

When one comes to viftt another, and foif tw f o Friends meet in the Street, they 
bow (with their hands in their fleeves all that while) the whole body, and their 
heads three times to the ground } and this manner of falutation is called Xoye. In 
the performing of which Ceremony, the inferiour gives always place to his better, 
and the party vifited gives the upper hand to him that gave the viftt : but in the 
Northern parts of China, the Vifitantis placed onthe left hand} oftentimes alfo, 
alter they have done bowing, they exchange places, and go from the left to the 
light hand, and from the right to the left } which is done for this reafon, that fo the 
party that is received in the higheft place, fhould fhew fome refpeft to the other 
again. When this Ceremony happens to be in the ftreet, both parties turn them- 
ielves fide to fide toward the North, and within doors to the upper end of the Hall } 
for it is an old cuftom amongft them, to lay the Threfholdof the Palaces, Tem- 
ples, and other Edifices, to the South } and that thofe who fit over againft the door, 
tui n themfelves to the South } fo that in regard this Ceremony is performed in the 
Huli, next to the Threfhold, they turn their faces to the upper end, and then thev 
look toward the North. 

If lo be both Parties meeting or vifiting, have not feen one another in along 
time, or perhaps never before, they have a defire to beftow further Civilities upon 
each other } then after performance of the fir ft Ceremony, they fall upon their 
viiees, with their foreheads touching the ground} and this they do three times 
together. But when this Civility is to be fiiown by an Inferiour to a Superiour, a 
Child to his Parent, or a Subjeft to his Prince } he receives the honour done un- 
to him, either fitting or Handing, and only bowing a little when the other falls 
upon his knees. With the fame, and no greater Reverence and Honour, they 
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YVorftlip their Gods and Images, as well at home in their Houles, as in their 
Churches before the Altars. Moreover, if a Maher fpeak to his Servant, he hands 
next (o him ; but when he gives an anfwer, he falls upon his knees. 

They ufe likewife feveral particular forms and methods, both in Writing and 
Speaking ; lor in lpeech they never ufe the fecond perfon the;* *, nor when they 
fpeak of thcmfelves, mil ft they ever ufe their Chriftian names, unlefs the Maftcr 
lpcaks to his Man, ora Superiour to his Inferiour. In their difeomfe with their 
betters, they have likewife feveral forms of fpcech, by which together with their 
fubmifs behaviour, the Reverence they give them is known. Amongft which the 
courtly and polite inodilh way of fpeakiug never to mention himfelf but in the 
third perfon, as not /, but He, or Jttch a one whereas we in Europe ufe the word /, 
or Pronoun in the firft perfon : and whatever a Mans reputation may otherwise be 
yet he is never thought, or thinks himfelf to have attained the Pinacles of Honour, 
wanting the moft accurate ways both of fpcakingand writing. 

When any makes a viftt, the party viftted is obliged in convenient times to 
make a return of the like civility, tnodo form J. 

And therefore when they make any Prefents (which is very frequent) f hey write 
them down in a Book, with the name of him to whom they are prefented, which 
are either received, or civilly fent back with a Complement : And if they arc ac- 
cepted, he enters their receipt likewife, and makes a return accordingly, which 
he alfo Regifters. It isalfo very common there, for Prefents to be made in Mo- 
ney, though not fo ufual with us in Europe. 

Such as arc preferred tc any place in the Magiftracy, or have attained to be 
learned in the feveral Arts and Sciences, put on diftinft habits when they go a vi- 
fiting, each according to his feveral place and degree } and hereby he is known, 
although it differs not much from his daily habit. And according to this order, 
fuch as are not Learned, nor of the Magiftracy, but yet are Perfons of Quality, 
put on adiftin£f habit when they make viftts, which however little differing from 
their ordinary garb, is fatisfa£ory to him that is viftted, whereas the contrary 
is very much relented. And for thisreafon the Jefuits in thole parts, in point 
of Prudence, habit themfclves in other then their common Veftments, when they 
are to confer with the Grandees about any Affairs. 

If feveral perfons are viftted in one and the fame Houle, the chicieft amongft 
them places the Chairs orderly, in the beft part of the Room, which having wipe 
over with his hand, though it was made never fo clean before ; he then invites hij 
Friend that came to fee him, to fit down, whereupon he takes the Chair, and 
fceining to wipe the duft with his hand, he feats himfelf. The Vifitors being thus 
placed! prefently after comes one of the houlhold fervants, in a long Gown, bear- 
ing in his hand a very neat board, filled with Cups of Cia, or liquor made of Beans 
(of which I have’ already made mention) in each apiece ot Biskcr, and a 
little Silver Spoon, lying'by as a nicety of convenience. The iervant pre- 
fents to each his Cup, but to himj firft that fits at the upper end, and lo goes 
along till be comes atlaft to his Maftcr, who fits at the lower end ot the Room, 
and then exits : If they continue any time together, the fervant returns and 

fills the Cups the fecond, third, and fourth time, andafrclli piece ol Btskctis put 


every time into each Cup. , , c , . 

The Entertainment being in this manner ended, they take eav ^° ea ~ ot . lc A 

after the ufual manner, with bowing and lifting up of hands j and being attended 
by the Maftcr of the houfe to the door, where again they bid fa re we 1 for th l 
time after the fame manner. And now upon their departure * e 1 * a rcr , - 
importunate with them to fee them in their Chairs, or a Hor e act au 
they civilly excufe it, and defire him to return into his hou e. e .p - ^ 
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to the threshold, and there again bows and lifts up his hands, to which the Guefts 
make a futable return ; and thus they part without any other kind of Complement 
or Ceremony. It may be as they are riding away, he will fuddenly come again to 
the door, and perform the laft Complement in ufing the word Czw, putting up his 
hands on high, and then down again ; in all which aflions the fame return is made 
by the Guefts, who notwithftanding thefe formalities of courtefic, make no flop 
nor halt by the way. Laft of all, He fends his Man to fee how they get home, 
and to falute them in his name ; and this is likewife done by the Guefts, who fend 
their Servants to return him thanks. 

Thus far we have treated, after what manner the Chinefes Salute, Vifit, and 
fend Prefents to each other. Now we will fpeak of their more Solemn Entertain- 
ments, wherein they are much concerned, for they difpatch moft of their bufinefs 
and Tranfa&ions at Feaftings and Topeings (not only iuch as live a well ordered 
and more private life, but the very Priefts themfelves) and count the greatnefsof 
Friendfhip by the value of the Entertainment of their Friends; and thefe indeed 
may rather and more truely be ftiled drinking meals, according to the antient 
cuftom of the Greeks, then eating meals ; for though they (Ip but little at a time, 
yet they fip often, and that for feveral hours together. 

They neither ufe Spoons, Forks, nor Knives at their Meat, but round fticks of 
about half a foot long, like our Drum flicks, wherewith they are very dexterous 
to take up Meat, and to put into their Mouths, without once touching it with their 
Fingers. Thefe flicks are made of Ebbony, or other hard Wood, and tipp’d at 
the end with Gold or Silver. But here you are to take notice, that all forts of 
flefli are brought to the Tablehafht, cut in fmall pieces. They drink their liquors, 
which are generally made of Beans, Zia, or Water, boiling hot in the heat of Sum- 
mer, Wine only excepted, which is drunk naturally : and they find by experience, 
that fuch hot liquors are very good and comfortable for the Stomack, being very 
great Cordials and firengthners of the inward parts ; and to thefe means they at- 
tribute their long Lives and Healths, being very brisk and lively at feventy or 
eighty years of Age. And indeed by this means I conceive the Chinefes are pre- 
ferved from the Stone in the Bladder, wherewith a very great part of the people 
of Europe are very much afflifled, and which divers Learned Men have believed to 
proceed from no other caufe, then their continual drinking of cool drink. 

When any perfon is invited to a great Entertainment, the Inviter fends to his 
Gueft, two or three days before, a Book, wherein is contained, befide the Invitcrs 
own name, the ufual form of Salutation in few words ; then is declared, that he is 
preparing a Feaft of Green Herbs, and has rinfed his Bowls to entertain them at 
\ uch a time and hour, which commonly is in the night ; and therefore doth intreat 
him to do him the favour, to give him a meeting. On the outfide of the fame 
Schedule, is fixed a piece of Red Paper, upon which is written the chiefeft names 
or Attributes of the Guefis (for as before faid, every Chincfe has feveral denomina- 
tions) with their Titles, and Dignities ; and in the fame manner is every individual 
perfon invited. In the morning of the Feaft-day, the Guefts are again all fent to, 
wirli a further entreaty, not to fail to meet him at the time appointed. Laftly An 
hour before, he fends the third time (which as they fay) is only done ou* of civi- 
lity, to conduft the Guefts to his houfe. 

Whereinto being received, and having performed the ufual Complements of 
Salutation, they are requeued to fit down in the firftHall, where they are enter- 
tained With the Bean liquor, or Cia ; that performed, they are conduced into the 
principal room of Entertainment, which is richly adorned and furnifhed not with 
Carpets, as among thofe of the Fail, (for they arc not in ufe here)but with Mures, 
owers, i ics, and the like houlhold-fiuff. Each Gueft is feated apart at a four- 
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fquarc Table well ftmiilhed^^ife „„„„ r -, . 

m°ft rich manner, in feveral dupes and fig,,, ’. Before r ° V , Cr "' ith C °!d in a 
. of the houfe cakes a Bowl in his hand of CU sihr u "'''"’ the Mailer 
lutes thofe therewith that are to fit at the upper end ’ Winc > fa- 

b ° w,n § nr l,oldi,, g “P ^ hands s which done he ’I T? mann « of 

where h rft bowing, he offers up the Bowl, with hisFaceo? °",i ' nt ° the c ourt-yard, 
out the Wine as a libation upon the ground • Then ho"' to f J e South, & pours 
returns tnto the Dining-room, takes another Bowl and falnTesf ' l C0 " d time he 
the upper end, bowing to him but once only and j ‘hat is to fit at 
the hand, and placing him at the Table which Band ™ , Cad '?? his chief Gueft by 
then invites the reft to fit down after the fame manned WlT'^ ° f ^ 1001,1 ’> he 
lea ted, the chief Gueft receives the Bowl full of Wine from rh 'e* C °‘ npa ">' is 
houfe, and drinks to the reft of the Cuefts and to rh, M n rf Serva,,t of the 
upon they all bow in manner as aforefaid. ’ And hcreohf" Fea(1 ; whcre - 
the Inviter ftands in the lowcft part of the Hall ac V thaC tIlc Tab,e oF 

'ff^ftT M dag h nft : he r d °°' ofthc Hall i but withhiFacehe hok"’ ^ t° 
chiefeft Table, where he fits that is accounted the prime r, !» V .* u P on thc 

And in regard the C bine fes do not touch the Meat with rh ^ p f ' he Fcaft ‘ 
ther wafh their hands, either before or after Dinner n * ,r , F,n g crs > f hey nei- 

Her of the houfe often calls for a fowlbf ^Wneanddrink 8 thcMa ‘ 

Guefts to pledge him, who likewife call for Wine to do^m reff^l'tlTf 
time. They make feveral lmall draughts before they empty rhl r? , fame 
manner of drinking in Holland-, and this is duely oVerved , C “ pS ’ , aftcr , the 

drmk Water as Wine ; for whatever the liquor be, they do J ’but ftp V "ffn 
grees, never Potations, as we fay Pottle deep! ^ Ut "P Jt ty <k- 

Whilft the firft Glafs is paffing about. Meat is brought to the Table • then the 

fticks into the Dilh, th alf b 2 i„ to S ll l d A ° Wing a " d P" ai "g his 
i^;/t . . , ’ . I,L " ajl P e 8 ,n to ,aJi to, and take two or three bits of* 

„J ,o long ai , he Moo, I.,,, ,.g r j, ,, ,{ 'JVT™; 

At thele Feafts the Tables are generally furnilhed for thc mo ft part with fuel. 
Meats as are eaten m Europe , and though they cannot Cook them with European 

' h ' 7 kn .°;'’ llo * to dfHstbemto pleafe the Palate: Neither are the 
lJifiics fully crammed, but of each (ort a modicum is only brought to the Table • 
bo that truely the Magnificence of a Feaft in China con lifts in the multiplicity and 
manner ol Dilhes offeveral forts, with which they always fill the Table board. 

The Eptcurean falhion of dreflmg Fifh and Flelh at a Meal, is in ufewiththem 
as in Europe-, but herein they greatly differ, for after that once a Dilh of Meat is 
brought to the Table, it is not taken away till thc Dinner is ended, fo that they 
pile up the Dilhes one upon anmjier, that the Table in a manner refembles a Ca- 
l''' before^e Cuefts at thefe great Feafts, nor Rice, which 

they uk mi read or Bread, only at fome ordinary Dinners perhaps they do but then 
it is only at the end of the Meal ; and if at any time Rice is brought to the Ta- 
ble, they eat of that before they drink any Wine: Neither are their Feafts 
lengthned out only by eating and drinking, fortheGuefts play at feveral Games, 
whereat wholoevcr lolcs, is obliged to drink. And this cuftom is oblerved with 
lo great delight by the whole Company, that thev laugh and clap their hands for 
j°y* ' ' At 
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is ended, generally they ply the Bowls with Wine, yet no 
perfcn is forced to drink more then he pleafeth ; and though ail the, r Cups are 

r -tScStsssr- ik l ■. * ...» h* , ,« 

tchas drink too great a quantity of it, will find its ftrength creep tn«>h.shead 
fo that fortunes here or there, one may be heard of that hath been dead-dtunk 

v ith this Wine, which has one good quality fofficient to encourage Ebnety, that 

it does not make the head ake the next morning, like the Wine oikmope. 
Notwithftanding all that hath hitherto been faid, thefe people are very moderate 
in eating for thev always rife from the Table with an appetite, fo that it is no j 
marvel why they eat fo often, as five or fix times m a day •, but they never eat of 
tllC fame Dilh afocond time, for whatever is left, isgiven to the Servants- Moft 
of tlX great Invitations or Fcaftmgs, atemadein the night, and cont.nuevery 

^'T^o^na^OT^d^^MeaHflV made by the Cbincfcs very early, for they have 
an opinion, that if they fiiouldfaft till noon, feme mif-fortune Ihould befalthem 
that daV They are not curious in their diet, for they eat all manner o c 
without difference, as well that of a Horfe, as of an Ox : they are great Lovers of 
Swines flefh, which theyptaife as the moft delicious of any, and is prefene y 
them before any other. Butthetnore ordinary lort of people will feed uponaiy 

Carrion, either of a Horfe, Mule, Afs, Dogs, or any other Creatures. They are 
likewife greatly delighted with dryed Sweet-meats, which they know very well 
how to ofder. The M andorims have always Comedians to Afl, and Mufick to 
Play, whilft they are at Dinner, to raife delight in their well pleafed fenfes- - 

Their ordinary and daily drink is hot Water (forlet their liquor be what it 
will they ftp it off warm) wherein T bea has been fteeped ; whereof we (hall fpeak 
more hereafter. But the beft of their liquor^ it that which is made of Beans 
which is done after this manner; they take half a handful of the herb Cha, and 
boylit in fpring- water, when it is well boyled, they put to it four t.mesas much 
new Milk, with a little Salt ; this drunk warm, as they fay, and generally believe, 

has more vertue then the Philotophers ftone. . 

As to the reft of their Civilities, Manners, and Fafhions, they confift chiefly m 
the Honour, Duty, and Obedience which is (hown to the Emperour or King, ana 
that is extraordinary, for he is Obeyed, Honoured, and Served, more then any 
Spiritual or Temporal Prince in the whole world befide. No perfon of what 
condition or quality foever, may fpeak to him, but only the GelMeii, who wait 
upon him in his Chamber in the Palace, and his neareft Kindred, as his Sons and 
Daughters that live with him in the fame Palace. All the Magiftrates without the 
Palace (for the Gdubden have their Degrees of Orders and Preferment) are only 
to fpeak to the King in writing, in the manner of a Petition, wherein their defires 

are fet forth with the moft humble expreflions imaginable. 

Whenit is the New Year (which always begins withthe New Moon, betoreor 
after the ninth of October, at which time alfo they begin their Lent) an Embafla- 
dour isfent from every general Province to falute the King. 1 his Duty is per 
formed evtrv third year, with greater ftate, and fuch humble fubmiffion, that they 
feem in manner a fervile obedience. 

So upon the fir (i day of the new Moon, rhe Magiftrates, every one in hisown 
City, meet and bow to the Royal Throne, which is adorned with Piftures and 
images i then with exalted voices pray, that their King may live ten thouland 
years } aid this is loudly feconded by the redoubled Ecchocs of the people fotnet 

together. The fame honour is done to the Emperour upon his Birth-day through 

ti e whole Empire *, and upon the fame day the Magiftrates of Tehjngy and the 
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All Inch as arc preferred by the King to any place of Magiftracy oroth^ r or 
ficc, are fummoned to appear early in the morning before the KinosTl ° f ‘ 
return thanb for the favour (hown him. At which time they are c J ed Z ked 
S n, with S, lver-gu.lt Turbands upon their head, : in both hands they hold an 
Ebbony board four F.ngers broad, and a foot long, which they put before theTr 
mou hs, fo often as they w.Il fpeak before the Emperour or hi, Throne 
... Wtn formerly the Emperour intended to appear upon hi, Throne, he (hewed 
hmafclffirfr out of a large VVindow, in the higheft room of the Houfe, holding „ 

Ebbony board m bis hand before bis Face, and another over hi, Head ; both 
winch board, were befet w.th Co many Precious Stones, and of that bignefs, that 
they covered hi, face, and hindered anyone from the perfefl light of him : but 
how the l art or Cham appears in this Age, we have already related. 

It is only lawful forthe Emperour to be Arrayed in Yellow, that colour being 
forbidden to allothers ; his Raiment is chiefly embroidered with Dragons and not 
only are thefe Dragons upon-his Garments, but likewife engraven upon the Vefl'els 
of Gold and other Plate belonging to the Palace, as alfo upon all the other Fur- 
niture thereof ; infomuch that the very Tylingof the Palace is of a Yellow co- 
lour, figured with the (hapes of Dragons, which has given occafion for fome to 
believe, mat the roof of the Palace was cither of Gold or Copper ; whereas 
m truth it only covered with Tyles coloured Yellow in the baking, and fa/1- 
ned with Nail$, whole heads are gilded, that To every thing that is "outwardly 
Teen, may.r.efcmble the Emperours Apparel : And if any perfon ftiould be fo au- 
dacioufly prefupiptuous as to wear this Colour, or the Dragons, unlefs he be of 
the Royal Blood, it would be with the danger of his Head, fuch an offence being 
efteemed Criminal as Treafon, and the Offender would fuffer as aTraytour. 

The Royal Palace has four Gates, toward the four quarters of the World : all 
that pafs by thefe Gates, are neceffitated to alight, whether on Horfe back, or in 
a Chair, and to go on foot till they are beyond them. This is done by all 
the Chinefes in general, but much more orderly, and with greater reverence by 
the Grandees, for they perform thi? Ceremony while they are yet at a good di- 
fiance from the Court : and this is duely obferved, not at Peking alone, thepre- 
fent Imperial Refidence, but alfo at Nanfyig, (the antient Seat of the Emperours) 
though of late years deferted by the Court. 

The Emperour oftentimes for fome certain reafons and caufes beft known 
to himfelf, does confer Titles of honour upon the Ance/Iors of the chiefeft 
Magiftrates, by a certain Writing formally drawn up by his Majefties Philo- 
fophers : They put a high value upon fuch a Writing, and think nothing too 
much to give or do to purchafe the fame ; which once obtained, they lay up care- 
fully for their Pofierity, as a Holy or Sacred thing. They likewife fet a very high 
value and efteem upon other Titles, which are exprefi with two or three Chara- 
fiers, and are granted by the Emperour to Widdows, that in their old Age 
fubjeft themfelves again to Matrimony, or to any other extraordinary ancient 
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Thefe marks of Honour they hang over, their doors, to be as a Tefliinonial for 
.them i and when any Magiftrates have done their Countrey good fervices, Sta- 
tues of Marble are ere&ed in their Honour at the charge of the PuBlick, 
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YVhatfoever through the whole Empire is rare or coftly, is Tent to the King at 
Yoking , the Magiftrates whereof appear with far lets State and Magnificence 
abroad in the Streets, then thole of other places ; for unlefs it be feme of the 
chiefeft and more noble, the reft muft only ride on Horfe back, and not be car- 
ried in Chairs ; and wnofoever is permitted to keep a Chair, muft life no more 
then four Chair-men to carry him. Without the Imperial City, the Magiftrates 
thereof may appear abroad in a more glorious Grandeur ; but their lowly demea- 
nour at Y elding, is done in fubmiflion to their Soveraign there reftdent. Every 
fourth year, at four diftin& times, all the Emperours Councel affemble at the 
Tombs of the antient Kings and Queens, and there offer up rich and coftly Pre- 
fents, with great Humility and Reverence } but the chiefeft Honour is given to 
King HunvHUs, who delivered the Kingdom of China out of the hands of the 
Tartars , and reftored the fame to Peace and Honour. 

Next to their King, they obferve and reverence their Superiours and Magi- 
ftrates, which they do in particular forms and manners of fpeech, as alfo inftately 
and noble Vifits 5 neither is accefs free to them all, but only to fuch as have born 
any Office of Honour or Truft in the Kingdom, or ferved abroad in any Honoura- 
ble Employments ; for fuch when they return into their own Countries, they are 
had in great efteem, as well by the Magiftrates as People. \ 

If any of them has done his Countrey confiderable fervice, behaved himfelf 
well in his Office, hath been preferred ro fome higher Degree of Honour and 
Truft then ordinary, or for fome reafon of State or Policy happens to remove 
from the City ; he isprefented by the Countrey in his Paflage with great gifts i 
but at his departure he muft leave behind him his Boots, marks of Honour, &c. 
in perpetual remembrance of this favour : His Boots are locked up in aCheft, 
kept on purpofe for fuch ufes, with great care and refpeft. Others of a higher 
equality, have a Pillar of Marble ere&ed to their Honour, and to preferve their 
Memory and Fame to Poftcrity, by inferibing thereon in the moft legible Chara- 
cters, the great fervices they have done for their Countrey. Some indeed are 
more magnificently fignalized, having Temples erected in Honour of their names, 
mhe charge of the Publick, with Images of the party deceafed, drawn to the life 
b^tip beft Artifts in the Countrey, and placed upon the Altars \ nor is that all, 
but there is Incenfe, Veflels, Torches, and perfons appointed to look after the 
fame, that they may be always kept Trimmed, Perfumed, and Burning •, which the 
more readily to be accompliffied, they have great Veflels of Copper provided tQ 
to Bum in, asisufed in their Id >1 Temples } only there is this difference be- 
tween the Worffiipof the one, and the Veneration of the other : For in that of 
their Gods, they are always defiring or praying for one thing or other, but in this 
appointed to the memory of a deceafed Party, they are always fhowing their 
grateful refpe&s for the benefits received by him. But it may be very foberly 
conjectured, that the ordinary man, not able by the narrow fcantlingof his judg- 
ment to discern this duplicity, makes no difference between the two Worffiips; 
and this feems the more probable, for that great numbers of people refort thither, 
and there bow and kneel, and offer up what they have, with the fame zeal to the 
one, as to the other. 

Chine/e Books which treat of Manners and Faffiions, contain no other 
inftruct ions but in what manner Children are to obey their Parents j and certainly 
herein thefe blind People are highly to be commended, for there is noplace in 
the world to be compared with them in this particular, for the Honour and Reve- 
rence that is by Children yielded to their Parents : they are neither fuffered 
to fit near them, oroppofite unto them, but in fome low place of the room, and 
ti at with great Submiffion and Reverence. The like refpeft isfhown by Scholars 
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a jnrMifen , neither da Children (peak to their Parents, but in the moft 

fall Vim S , ; n ®S'"ab , e ; and if perhaps either the Father, or Mother, or both* 
tall into want in their old Age, the Children nninforced work night and day to 
provide for them and ft, nt themfelves, pinching their own Bellies, ‘ » fillthofe of 
their Parents. An example trucly well worth both imitation and praife al- 
though to their frame not much praaifed by Chriftians. Such is their behaviour 
to their Parents livmg, however qualified, and it ends not with their lives, but 
follows them to the Grave attending their Funerals, not only in their Mourning, 
wherein they differ very much from other People ; but likewife in the Coffin 
wherein the Corps ,s enclofcd, which is made of the richeft and moft durable 
Wood that is to be had in their own or Neighbour Countrey. 

Every perfon in China obferves his Birth-day as Sacred, beftowing Prefents 
upon their Friends, and withal making great Entertainments for them *, now 
although every Anmverfary Birth-day is thus obferved , yet among all there 
is one Celebrated with a more Feftivous Solemnity; which is, when they li 
to the Age of feventy, for not till then are they reckoned among/* the old PeopI 
and then are the Walls of the Houfeshung with Pi&ures andVerfes, filled wj 
Eulogies to the Party whofe Birth-day is to be Commemorated. The other mo., 
remarkable, is that of the tenth year, whereof there is wanting of the former Ce- 
remonies. There is a third day much Honoured by them, which is that upon 
which the young Men put on the Virile Hat, as formerly at R ome the young Men 

the Loga Virilis y or Manly Gown ; and is when they have attained twenty years 
of Age. 
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But with far greater Splendour, and more extraordinary State, is New-years- 
day folemnized through the whole Countrey, to wit, upon the firftday of the New 
and Full Moon, for that is the Emperours Feftival,on which day every body lights 
in his houle great /fore of Artificial Candles made of Paper, Glafs, and Cloth, 
which are fold in the Markets in great quantities, whereof every perfon whatever 
may take his choice. Thefe being lighted, and the rooms hung therewith very 
thick, make a fhow, as if the houfe within were all of a light Fire. And as an 
addition to their Mirth, they run up and down in the ftreets, with the like Candles 
in their hands, hooping and hollowing like diftracted People. 

The Chinefes , like the old Romans , have feveral names by which they are di- 
ftinguifhed : for fir/i they have aSirname which is antient, and never altered; then 
a Chriftian name ; and laftly a Proper name ; and this is (till newly invented, and 
fignifies one thing or other, and fo moft commonly their Sirnames do. This 
Chriftian name is writ with one Chara&er, and pronounced with one Syllable ; 
and this name the Father alone gives to the Sons, for the Women whether young 
or old have no name, but are called by the Fathers Sirname, and by the number of 
place in which they ftand, in regard of their Birth amongft the Sifters. By this 
Chriftian name Parents only call their Sons, for other people call them as they 
fland in number, in regard of their Birth which they have amongft the Brothers. 

When a Child is put out to School, he receives from the Mafter a new namej 
and that is called the School Name , whereby he is called by the Mafter and the 
Scholars only. Again, when a young man puts on the Virile Hat, or is Married, 
he is prefented by fomc perfon of quality with a more honourable name, called 
the Letter , by which any perfon may afterwards call him, except his Servants. 
Now when he is grown to years ofperfeft Manhood, he is prefented by fome 
other perfon with a very honourable name, called among them the Great name i 
By this name he is called by all without any diftin&ion, only his Parents think him 
not worthy of that honour*, and call him by the name of Letter, 
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If any pcrfon embraces a new Sedi or Opinion, the Dodlor who introduces him, 
bellows upon him a new name j and therefore the Jefuits have a higher name given 
them, then what they received in Baptifm. 

Things of great value and account among them, are all manner of Antiquities, 
(though there are no arftient Images there) old Veflels made of Chalk, Wood, 
Marble* or Copper, but especially Pidluresthat arc well drawn, as alfo the Cha- 
racters and Writings of Famous Pen-men, writ upon Cloth andLinnen* and 
thefe two laft they reckon as moft precious. All the Magiftrates wear a diftindl 
mark to be known by, as to their Offices and Employments *, which was brought 
in fafhion by King Hunvuus. Writings relating to their Law, are only fealed 
with Red, which mark is preferved with great care ; for if they fhould unhappily 
lofe if, they fhould not only be turned out of their Employments, but be feverely 
punifhed ; therefore whenever they go from home, they nail up this mark in 
a Cheft, and feal it with another feal. 

; Men of great places and dignity never go on foot, but are carried on Mens 
jfhoulders in Chairs, made clofe round about, fo that they cannot be feen by fuch 
as walk theftreets, unlefs they draw open one of the Curtains j and this difference 
there is between them and the Magiftrates, who are carried in open Chairs : the 
Women are alfo carried in clofe Chairs, but fomething different from thofe of 
the Men. 

Coaches, Waggons, and Sledges, are not to be ufed in that Countrey, but only 
at Tehjng where the Court refides,as I have already faid. 

The School-Maffers there are in higher efteem then in Europe *, and though a 
Scholar has been under the Tuition of a Mailer but one day, yet he calls him Ma- 
iler as long as he Jives, and he refpe&s him as fuch, according to the Cuftom of the 
Countrey, in giving him the upper hand. 

Neither is there among the better fort any kind of Gaming, but among the vul- 
gar, Cards, and Dice are fometimes ufed- The Nobles and other great perfons 
divertithemfelves with this recreation i they play upon a board which has a hole in 
the middle, and three hundred little houfes circularly placed about if, with two 
hundred Pegs, the one half whereof is White, and the other Black ; which divi- 
ded betwixt the Play-mates, each Ilrives to force the others Pegs into the hole, and 
to get to himfelf all the Houfes } for herein confifts the winning or lofing of the 
Game; but although he cannot attain all, yet if he can get the moft houfes, he 
ftill wins the Game. And with this fportive diverfion, the Magiftrates themfel ves 
are much taken, and fpend much time at it, and if they play with judgment, fome- 
times they fpend a whole hour or more before they make an end of one Sett : 
And fuch is the humour of this People, that whofoever are very skilful herein, are 
highly Honoured and Refpedted, though they are excellent in nothing elfe. 

Marriages are alfo folemnizcd here with great State j and although the parties 
are oftSitimes betrothed to each other in their Nonage, or rather Infancy, by the 
Parents of both fides, who never ask their Childrens confent till all is concluded 
and agreed j yet fuch is their obedience and fubmiflion,that they comply with their 
defires in this particular. There is great variety of cuftoms in this bufinefs, for 
Perfons of quality for the moft part Marry with their Equals only for Wealth 
and Honour, reserving befides what Concubines they pleafe, which alfo is 
allowed for others to do ; and of thefe the handfomeft of Face and Body car- 
ries the precedency, and are ordinarily bought for a hundred Crowns, and fome- 
times for lefs. The Commonalty and inferiour degrees of People, buy themfel ves 
Wives, and fell them again when they pleafe } but the Emperour and his Chil- 
dren neither look to the Birth or Extradiion of the perfons but only to the comely 
fhape and extraordinary beauty of the Face and Body. 
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his lawful Wife, and is his Emprefs j yet nevertheleffhe in rhV f r° 9 J? V* 
riesmne others, and thefe are of a more inferinnr 'r n^v th / c o ^ P ,ace mar- 
befides thdfej thirty more of a third ^^ree^owever^hey'^ea^'callpH 

There are (everal other Women that belong unto him" but rh, cd h,i Wlv f- 
Ailed Queens, which is a ftile below that of hi Emote™’ AmonlVaH rh"' ' ' 

of Women, fuch as are fruitfu,, and bring him Child™, ^h.y b 3 

by h.m , bur fteio an efpecialmamnerthat has the firft-born Son, fa regard that 
he >s to fuccecd Ins Father ,n the Imperial Throne. And this is not onlyobfetVed 
bythe-Emperontand the Royal Family, but all the Ctandees through the Em 
prre by that pattern fet an eftunatc on their Wives, according to their fertility 

The Empreb which is his fit A and lawful Wife, fits Ifaywitfi fam^the 
Table, while all the reft attend her, and are not permitted to fit down in her pre- 
fence, but muft ftand at her Elbow, as ready upon all occafions to do Re- 
vcrcnce. 

It is generally obferv^d through all China , that none may inter-fharry wlth a 
Wife of his own name, though there be no hind of relation between them ; but 
they may freely and '‘ gaily couple foas they be of differing names, notwith- 
ftandingany vicinity of blood whatfoever : by which meansit comes to pafs, that 
a Father will marry his Child to the neareft Kindred of his Wife. 

Whaler Houfliold Goods any Maid, or other Woman who ts to be a Bride, is 
poilclied of in her own right, muft not devolve to the Bridegroom, but he the day 
before Marriage purchafes them of her, confifting principally of Chairs, Stools, 
Benches, Cupbords, and Canopies. But for honours fake fhe is obliged to bring 
with her a Nag bridled and fadled, four Maid-fervants, and two Boys. But the 
Bridegroom is to furnifh the houfe with Proviftons of all forts ; and during the 
treaty of Marriage, prefents the Bride with feveral forts of Silks and Linnen ; in 
return whereof as an acknowledgment of a grateful difpofttion , and in token of 
an inviolable love, fhe fends him a Rich Suit of Cloth of Gold, or Silk. The 
Bridegroom, in the next place, gives to the Father of the Bride, iooToel of Sil- 
ver, and to the Mother 50 Toel of Silver } which Ceremony performed, and Pre- 
fents on all fides given and accepted, they proceed to the Confummation of the 
Marriage : After which the Bridegroom firft folcmnly Treats and Feafts the 
Bride and her Friends, eight days together at his Houfe ; and then the Bride re-in- 
vites the Bridegroom and his Friends, and Feafts them for three days together ih 
great ftate and fplendour. 

Yet norwithnanding all this Feafiing, the next day after the Wedding, the new 
Married Woman is not neglc&ed to be attended home to her new Spoufe, by the 
chiefeft of her Kindred and Friends, who all the way arc waited upon by thebeft 
Mufitians they can get. Theyarenot fo full of circumftance and Ceremony in 
the fore-mentioned things, as they were heretofore remifs in the punilhing of 
Thefr, or other notorious Crimes $ for they never put any body to death for fim- 
p!c Stealing, unlefs in accOmplifhing their villany they ufed force and violence. 

If any taken the fecond time were found guilty of Robbery, he was branded upon 
the Arm with a hot Iron, with two Chara&ers : If the third time, he was Branded 
in the Fore-head : but if he committed the like fault the fourth time, he wasthen 
Whipt and Baniftied. This ncgleft of punilhing Rogues for Stealing, was the 
caufe why China did fwarm fo very much in Thieves and Vagrants. 

But lin£erheT*rh/r.f have been Conquerours of this Empire, they have with 
great prudence and ftri&nefs redreft thofe abufes, and put the Laws in force 
againft all Offenders ; infomuch that when I was in China , Petty Offences were 
Criminal^ fot he that was found guilty of the Icaft fault, was punifhed with death. 
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In the Execution of which Sentence, as foon as any body is condemned to dye, 
his hands are bound behind him, with a board upon his back, whereon is writ 
his offence and fo bound he is led by the Sheriff into an open place, according 
•to cuftom, either within or without the City j and there he is beheaded by one 
of the Souldiers, without any further Ceremony. If it happen that any are par- 
doned, and have their lives fpared them, they are punifliedwith thatextream 
feverity, that oftentimes they chufe rather to dye, then to undergo the torture, 
which they muff fuffer to reduce their lives, which is after this manner } two lufty 
Fellows are commanded to beat the Criminal upon the calf of his Leg, till all the 
Sinews and Nerves are miferable torn and bruifed, if not broken. And this is 
their ordinary method of puniflunent, and is done without any diftin&ion of 
perfons. 

Now as the puniflunent is fevere to prevent all Diforders and Robberies, which 
ftirup this feverity, there are ftri& watches kept every night in the fireets, which 
go the rounds through the City at certain hours, as the Guards are ufed to do in 
the beft Governed Cities of Europe. 
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CHAP. V. 

Of the CEREMONIES, and MANNER of BURIALS, and 

TOMBS. ’ 

B Y what hath been faid in the former Chapters, it may appear that the Chine - 
fes may be compared, in many things which concern their manner of living, 
with the Philofophers, and Virtuofi of Europe : but they differ very much in 
things relating to Funerals. Among which this may be reckoned the firft, that 
thofe of Europe feldom think of their Mortality, knd fo confequently take little 
or no care of their Burials while they are living : But the Chinefes are more feri- 
ous and folicitous in nothing then to provide for Interments while yet they live, 
and are in perfeft health i and that ignorance may be no excufe, they put down in 
Writing how they will have the fame performed, ftri&ly charging their Children 
upon their Death Beds, and even at their Iateft Gafp, to obferve their orders. 
Now there is one cuftom through the whole Countrey inviolably obferved, which 
is never to bury any one without a Coffin, though it be a Child but of two days 
old 5 for every perfon according to his quality is laid into a Coffin, made of the 
beft fort of Wood their ability will reach to. But perfons of more eminency are 
at far greater charge for a rich repofitor for their poor Cadaver. 

The firft Ceremony they obferve, when they perceive the Patient to lye a dy- 
ing, is this, they take him and lay him upon a Mat, carry him into the outward 
Hall of the Houfe, there to breath his 1 aft. And this cuftom, though it carries 
fomewhat of Barbarifm in it, is obferved through the whole Empire by the Com- 
monalty i butforwhat reafonl could never learn, notwithftanding all the dili- 
gence of my curious and prying inquiries. But among the better fort, a perfon of 
' equal quality with themfelves is fuftered to dye in Bed : Another Fantaftick 

humour here is, while the Sick party is breathing out his laft, the eldeft of his Sons 
puts on his Bonnet or Cap, and coming to the Bed in a diftrafted manner, tears 
the Curtain, and covereth therewith the dead Body, which after it hath Iain a 
convenient time, is wafhed according to the Cuftom of the Countrcy, and wrapt 
either in very fine Linnen or Silk : Some are yet more extravagant, and will drels 
out the Corps with new Cloths, and after they are Enbalmed, fet them at a Table 
well furniffied with Provifionsof all forts ; and this is a great, but not much com- 
mendable Faftfion, amongft the Grandees. The neareft Relations of the De- 
ceafed are invited to this folemn, though mournful Entertainment $ who entreat 
him to eat and be merry with them, as if he were living. In the mean time the 
Priefts are bulled in Singing, and performing other ufual Ceremonies. 

As to the Mourning habit, it differs from all other Countries I have feen, not 
only for its colour, which generally is White, but for the form and Ih ape of it.* 
for Sons when they Mourn for their Fathers, Cloath themfelves for the firft month 
in a cdurfe ft iff habit,hanging down to their Heels, and tyed about the middle with 
a Cord, after the manner of the Monkj of the Francifcan order. But although 
they lay afide that habit then, yet it is a conftant cuftom for Children to Mourn 
three years for their Parents \ the reafon whereof they alledge in their Books to 
be this, becaufe that Parents carry their Children for the three firft years of their 
Infancy in their arms, with great care and trouble •, and therefore the Children 
^ughno requite their affeaion and kindnefs, by Ihewing their duty in Mourning 
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after this manner : But the time of Mourning for other Friends is much abbrevi- 
ated} fometimes it lafts a year, otherwhiles but three months, according as thev 
fiand related or affefted to one another. ^ 

The legal time of Mourning for the death of the Emperour or Emprefs was 
formerly three years ; and this outward ffiew of grief extended even to the f Ur . 
thermofl Confines of the Empire. But now with the Emperours confent, which 
is openly proclaimed, the months are turned into days, fo that at the prefent 
they Mourn but only one month for his Death 5 but ftill the extent reaches fiver 
all his Dominions. All the Funeral Ceremonies are written in a large Book 
which thole concerned perufe when a perfon of quality dyes, whereby they know 
how to order his Burial. J 

As loon then as any Nobleman is Dead, the Son, or who is next related to him 
in blood, fignifies the fame by a Book tb all bis Kindred and Friends, upon the 
third or fourth day, wherein the Mourning is fet forth in the ufual terms. At 
the fame time the Corps is incoffened, and placed in the Hall or Chamber, which 
is hung with White Lmnen ; -in the middle whereof iserefted an Altar, whereon 
is placed the incoffened Cadaver, with the Portraiflure of the Deceafed. Into 
this room come all the Kindred and Friends upon the third or fourth day, clad 
in Mourning and bringing to the Altar Incenfe, and Wax-lights, which once 
bgnted and burning, they tender their refpeds to the dead, in bowing and 
falling upon their knees four times, a while before burning a little Incenfe over 
againlt the Coffin and Piaure. While thefe Ceremonies are performing 
one or tvyo of the Sons of the deceafed, ftand on one fide of the Coffin in their 
VV hire Mourning, with great modefty, and Ihedding tears plentifully. Behind it 
fits the Mother, with the Daughters, and others of the Relations, in Mourning 
alio, but are fo referved in their mode of Lamentation, that they have a Curtain 
drawn before them, that they cannot be feen. In the Hall ftand two Trumpeters, 
and at the great Gate of the Court within two Drummers : Over the Gate hangs 
upon a board, a long Scrowl of Paper even to the ground, wherein is to be read, 
who it is that is deceafed, and what he had done in his life time for the fervice and 
benefit of his Countrey. 

It fometimes hapneth that fome Children will keep their Parents Bodies incof- 
fine three or four years in their Houfes, in all that time being never offended 
with any 1 cents proceeding from the fame; which is brought to pafs by their extra- 
ordinary skill in Embalming, and clofingthe Crevifes ofthe Coffin ;"and fo long 
as they keep them thus above ground, they fet before them meat and drink daily, 
as t cyvvere iving. During all which time, the Sons take not their places, but 
fit upon a long Bench covered with White .• And as a farther tefiimony of their 
obedient lorrow, they fieep not upon beds, but upon Matrafles of Straw fpread 
upon the Floor next to the Coffin ; abfiaining likewife all that while from Flelh, 
or any compound Meats, or drinking Wine, or ufing any Baths} and that 
\v 11c is yet more to betaken notice of, they forbear to accompany with their 

ives many way of natural affefifion. And this for the generality is voluntary, 
but what follows is forbidden, to wit, they may not go to any publick Invitations 
abroad, nor fo much as be feen in the Streets for fo many months*, but if their 
occafions are fuch as to call them out of doors, they are carried in a clofe Chair, 
covered over with Mourning. Although formerly to the commendation of the 
Countrey thefe things were performed } yet in this prefent Age, fewornoneare 
v unc among ft them that are foftri$ in the obfervation of thefe Ceremonies. 

pon t ic day appointed for the Funeral, all the Friends meet, who are invited 
by another Book, to accompany the Corps of their Friend to bis Grave. The 
o unttiry is or eied and performed after the fame manner as the Catholicks make 

their 
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the Soul (hers and Military Officers are not fubjeft to this Law, though their Parents 
arc dead. 

If it chance that any dyes, either in Travel, or Employment, out of his Native 
Oountrey, he to whom the charge and care of his Funeral is committed, ufeshis 
utmoft diligence to procure the dead body to be brought back, that it may be 
bui ied in the Grave of nis Ancc/lours. In the preferving whereof they are very 
curious, infomuch that none elle are admitted to be interred there , and therefore 
every Cbinefe who is able, Ere$s a Vaifit with a Tomb over it, without the Walls 
of the City, in the Suburbs, to remain for a Burial place to him and his Pofterity ; 
it being di/Tonant to the Grandeur of Noble Perfons to have their Sepulchres 
within the City, whole fafhion may be depifted in this manner •, they are generally 
ot Maible, fomerimes of other ftone, contained in a portion of ground, according 
to the greatnefs of the Perfon, and commonly walled about ; within whofe cir- 
cumference fome make feveral little rooms, which together with thefaid Wall, 
are furrounded with artificial Groves of Cyprefs Trees. Upon the Top of the 
Grave lies a large /lone, rarely adorned with curious Images engraven round 
about it; and upon its Surface are engraven the Famous Aftions of the De- 
ceafed. They whofe Wealth raifes them to the higheft pitch of H umane Felicity, 
and enlarges their pleafures beyond the limit of a fatisfaflion in this life, fuch as 
the Gclubden , bellow vaft fums of Money upon their Tombs, building them little 
inferiourto Palaces, with feveral Apartments within, and Triumphal Arches /land- 
ing before them. 

In the Province of Xatifi, upon the Mountains, are feveral of thefe Famous Se- 
pulchral Monuments: Near to the City Taming is a very Noble Piece of Anti- 
quity in this kind, built by the Emperour Cavus, about 4000. years fince, as they 
report : So likewife near to the City Cition, upon the Mountains are built very 
fumptuous Tombs, as well of Kings, as of other Great Lords. 
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I my felf favtr upon fome folitary Hills, very Artificial and well wrought Se- 
pulchres ; the Sculpture of one of which you have herein the annexed Print. Thefe 
Hills which I faw were not the Produfts of Nature , but to make the work the 
more ftupendious and confiderable, were call up with the Spade, and raifcd to al- 
moft an incredible height. 

In the middle hereof was a Cate, through which we entered into the Sepulchre 
(to which belong commonly three fuch doors) and afcended by eafie fteps up to 
the mouth of the fame, which was Plaiftered on the infide, and had benches about 
it. 

At certain times of the year, the furviving Friend' come and vifit thefe Graves, 
bringing ftore ofProvifions with them ; and then exprefs their forrow afrefii, 
fhedding of Tears, and ufing other Lamentations for the lofs of their dear Friends; 
nay, fome of them do with fuch reality of grief and affection oftentimes take it to 
heart, that they will by no means be drawn thence, but defire to be reckoned 
among the dead. 

Without the City of Nanking (heretofore the Court and Imperial Chamber of 
the antient Princes) but not far diftant from the wa!ls,grows a very pleafant wood, 
full of Pine-trees, walled in, and containing twelve Italiiri miles in circumference j 
in the middle whereof rifes a Hill, whereupon are to be viewed feveral well-built 
Tombs, and divers other very famous Works : Amongfi: which a certain Idol- 

Temple may be accounted the chiefcfi: Mafter-piece, for thereby does fufficiently 
appear the great efieem thefe people had of their burial places, not only in re- 
gard of the pleafant folirarinefs, but of the almoft infinite coft beftowed upon it. 
It i> firuate upon an high Hill, and built all of Wood, except the Walls, which are 
of Stone . The entrance into this Temple is by four large Marble Stair-cafes, each 
having feveral fteps with Gates opening towards the four quarters of the World » 
between which are four Princely Galleries, fupported on all fides by well Carved 
Pillars of Wood, each being at leafi: four yards thick, and thirty fix foot high ; 
and over all the Cielings moil exquifitely, and with great Art Painted and 
Guilded. The doors are mod admirably wrought with Imagery, and Painted ; 
the outward Galleries and Windows have as it were a covering of Wyer-work, 

to 
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to keep the Birds from roofting upon, or fouling them, which is made fo thin' 
that it does not darken the Temple in the leaft. 10 c 1,n » 

In the middle or more inward part of the Temple, ftand two Thrones, wroupht 
with extraordinary rarity, and adorned with all manner of Pretious SrmL t 
on thefe ftand two Chairs, in the one the Emperour fits when he offercth ' which" 
m thts place ts forbidden to all Perfons of what condition foever, but ot’ily him- 
ftlf. The other Chair continually remains empty, to be as it were a Seat for the 
Deity, I uppofed to be prefent and ready to receive the offering ; yet they permit 
no Image to be let before it. In the open Air, or as we lav. Cub Dio <\*n \ L, l 
Altars of Red Marble, by which the Cbinefes figniiie or denote the Sun^ Moon 
Mountain, and Floods *, and thefe things, as by them is reported, are erefted with’ 
out the Temple, becaufe none rtiould vvorlhip them ; and that every body Ihould 
render Worfhip and Honour unto nothing, but what is Venerated and Adored by 
the Emperour in the Temple. Roundabout which are feveral Cells wherein 
formerly were Baths for the Emperour to walh himfelf before he went’ to offer • 
leading to thefe places are feveral broad ways, planted on both fides with 
Pines, by command efteemed fo facred, that no perfon is fuffered to break a 
bough from them, upon pain of death ; all which, as well in the Walks a «on 
thtfc Hills, arc faid to be planted. ’ ' ? " 

Much more might be voluminously writ of the Tombs and Burial-places in ge- 
neral, but efpecially of thofe which the Emperourshave caufed to be Builtnear 
the noble City Felling, the place of Refidence for the prefent Emperour. But 
thefe, and moll of the reft, have undergone one and the fame direful Fate 
from the fpoi ing hands of the Tartars ; who in their late Invafions made* 
havock, and in effeci, utterly laid wafie all that was rare, or worthy of remark in 
China.. 

And after this manner moff commonly perfons of quality, and fuch as are rich 
provide themfelves Burial places in their life time \ but the ordinary and vulgar 
fort of people have a place deputed within the City, where they bury promifeu- 
oudy,and without any Ceremony or Charge. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of the FORM, SHAPE, and M AKE of the BODY, and the Fajbion 

of C L O A T H S. 


T HE Chinefes , for the greater part of them, are almoft as White of 
Complexion as the People of Europe } though indeed fome of them, 
who live in the Southern Countries , fomewhat near the Line are fo fcorched 
with the heat of the Sun, that they become of a Swarthy colour. The Hair 
of their Beards, though thin and ftiort, is yet very ftiff, harfli, and lanck, and 
long before it appears ; fo that a Man of thirty years Age there, looks as young as 
one of twenty in Europe. This Hair, as alfo that of the Head, is Black, which 
they wear of a reafonable length : but if any happen to have Red Hair, which 
is feldom feen, it is a diferedit to wear the fame long. Their Eyes are little, 
fomewhat long, yet inclining to round, black of colour. Their Nofe little, and 
not riling very high , bat their Ears are of the Iargeft fize ; but in the other 
parts of the Face, they differ very little or nothing from thofe of Europe. This 
Description reaches not all parts of China , for in fome places the people have 
flat, and almoft four-fquare Faces. In the Provinces of Quantnng and Quangfh 
the greateft number have upon the little Toe, two Nails .• and this laft particular 
is common with thofe of Couchinchina *, the reafon whereof haply might be, that 
they had formerly on each foot fix Toes. 

All the Women are fhort, and low of Stature, and their chiefeft Beauty (as 
they imagine) confifts in the fmallnefs of their Feet ; and therefore when they 
are young, they bind and fwath their Feet, to keep them from growing to their 
natural bignefs •, and by that means they become generally very (mall. But this 
is not all the care, for they are taught very young, that it is a principal part of 
modefty to keep within doors, and not to be feen frequently abroad in the 
ftreets; and therefore they account it, efpecially in Perfons of Honour, a great 
fhame to appear openly in the ftreets *, yet they are brought up to Dance, Sing, 
and Play Mufically upon fuch Inftruments as are in ufe araongft them. 

They are for the moft part Handfome, Gomplaifant, and Ingenious, and ex- 
ceed in beauty of Body all other Heathenifh Women : Their Complexion tend- 
ing to Whitenefs, with Brown Eyes ; all their natural Beauties and peculiar Ex- 
cellencies, they fet off with Gold and Painting. But among all the reft they have 
this one fingle humour proper to themfelves, that they never pare the Nails of 
their left hand \ and I my felf faw a Gentlewoman at Pekjng , who wore a Cafe 
made of Reeds about her Fingers, to preferve her Nails from breaking. Such as are 
rich are tenderly Educated, obferve fet times of eating and drinking, but with 
great moderation, being fiinted to a meafure w’hich they muft not exceed ; and 
by this drift manner of living, moft of them grow very (lender and handfome. 

Heretofore both Men and Women in China wore long Hair upon their Heads, 
never permitting it to be cut, only the youth of both Sexes cut oft* all theirs, but 
one Lock upon the Crown, till they were fifteen years of Age j then they began 
to let it grow till they came to be twenty , at which time they put on the Virile 
Hat ; and all the time before-mentioned, they wore it as the Antient Greeks, or 
Modern Evglifh, hanging down about their Ears j but then they tyed iiup, and 
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wor C it unde, their Hats or elfc Caps m a d e of Horfe Hair, Mens Hai^ oTsikT 
werefcen a "° C ,n t lC crown > through which thelongeft Hairs, neatly plaited, 

The Women wore no fuch Hats, but went in every kind of habit, as they do at 
thts time wtthHatr neatly platted, and curioufly adorned with Pretious Stones 
Gold, Silver, and Flowers •• But fince this Famous Empire fell under theTvra- 
nous yoke of the Tartars, and became fubjeft to them, they have alfo fubmitted 
to the Tartarian mode of cutting and wearing the Flair : for now the Cbinefes do 
cut off all their Hair after the manner of their Conquerour, and referve only one 
Lock, which hangs down behind. But certainly had they not been reduced into 
the meaneft condition of fervility, they (who took fo much pride in wearing 
long Hair, that thoufands of them fuffered themfelves to be put to death, rather 
then have their Hair cut oft ) would not now unconftrained have altered their 
minds ; and this I the rather believe, for that they have a Superftitious Fancy that 
they are to be pulled up into Heaven by the Hair of the head. 
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The Fafhions of Apparel alter as well here as in Europe , which the better to 
defer i be, l have according to the Modern Garb of both forts, here fet before 
you a lively draught in the annexed Print. 

The Habits of the Countrey at prefent are long Gowns to the Heels, of a Blew 
colour, and embroidered with Dragons, wherein the Men going abroad, wrap 
themfelves ; but the Women tye them clofe about their waftes with a Girdle. 
Both the forts are made with large fleeves, butthofefor the Women aremuch 
larger at the hand ; whereas the Mens are made fit to their wrifts and arms : Thefc 
forms of Apparel are worn by all without difference, but only in fubftance they 
materially differ; for thofe of the nobler fort are made of the richeft Silks, em- 
broidered with Dragons, whereas the Commonalty wear them made of ordinary 

The next obfervable part of their Apparel, is their Shoes, wherein they differ 
very much from thefe parts of the world, both for fafhion and ftuft. The Wo- 
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men commonly make their own Shoes of Blew or Red Silk, with fliarp Toes, 
decked with Pearls and Rubies, and ftitched with all manner of Flowers. The 
Commonalty only wear Shoes made of Leather, coloured Yellow ^ but the 
Grandees are fo far from wearing Leather, that the very Seals of their Shoes are 
made of Cloth. 



The Learned, fuch as they term Philofophers, wear four-fquare Caps or Hats ; 
but the illiterate are forbidden to wear other then round ones, made of Horfe 
Hair ^ only in Winter they have of them made of Silk or Wool, with an edging 
about it of Sables. They ufe no Linnen Shirts, as the Europeans do next t,o their 
skins *, but only a Frock made of White Cotton, which is fo made that they tye it 
above the Anckle with a Ribband. 

They often walh and bath themfelvcs, and fpend the greateft part of a morning 
in Combing and Drdfing their Heads , when they go abroad, they skreen them- 
felves from the parching heat of the Sun, with large Quitte Soles (in Italy they call 
them 'Umbrella's ) which are carried over their heads ; but the ordinary fort of 
People make ufe only of Fans. 



Thus 



? 
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Thus far of theCuftoms of the better fort of People and Citizens, wherein the 
Country People are not altogether differing;for they likewife wear fliort Hair, with 
a long Lock hanging down behind, ?nodo fervili Tartarico , as in the annexed Print. 
They are very laborious, and excellently skilled in Husbandry j in the tilling of • 
their Land, a Man and a Woman help to draw before with an Afs, and another 
(lands behind to govern the Plough, which in regard of thetoyl, is encouraged 
by the Emperours, who have granted feveral Immunities to fuch as follow that 
courfe of life : Which Priviledges have fo far prevailed, that by continual praftile, 
&nd experimental obfervation, they have brought that Calling to great pcrfe&ion, 
and have left little or no ground to be feen untilled in China . Barren Grounds they 
know how to improve by Dunging, or other ways of Manuring : fuch Lands as are 
fcorched up in the Summer for want of Water, they plentifully fupply through 
much labour and induflry, which is ufed to convey the fame by Trenches and 
Aque.du&s unto them, frommoft remote parts ; by which means one may Travel 
by Water through moft parts of the Empire, to the great accomodation of the In- 
habitants, and the wonderful advance of Traffick and Commerce through the 
whole Countrey. 
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The Countrey Women in China wear Breeches, which they tye about their 
knees : others to lofe no time, go Spinning about the Streets, Fields, or other 
places, which arifcs tofuch gain, that thereby only a great many Families make a 
fliift to get a fubfiftcnce. The feveral Poftures and Fafhions of thefe People, are 
to be feen in the annexed Print. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Offome SUPERSTITIOUS CUSTOMS, FASHIONS, and other 
E R R O U R S in nfe atnongfl the CHINESES. 
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I N this following Chapter wefliall treat of fomc Superfluous Fafhions, which 
are proper to feveralSe&s. 

The Chineses are very much enclined and addi&ed to obferve times and tea- 
poy and have fo great an cfleem for Southlayers> Fortune-tellers, Aftrologers, 
Star-gazers, and the like, that they believe whatfoever they fore-tcll ; infomuch 
that they govern all their Tranfadions according to the layings of thofe People ; 
whofe advice is taken and followed in all their Affairs from time to time : their 
Books, much like our Almanacks, being in general requeft. 

Befide thefe Almanacks, there are other Books which treat of far deeper con- 
cealed things ; fo prevalent is this Science among all, that there is a vaft mul- 
titude of Matters that teach it, who have no other livelihood, but what they 
get by direfting thofe who come to them, the day and hour in which they may 
with great hopes of fuccefs go about any bufinefs : And indeed they are o 
infinitely poflefl with an opinion of the knowledge of thefe Men, that they 
never undertake a Journey, go about to erea a Building, or do any thing elfe 
of confequence , but they firft confult with them about it , and obferve to 
a tittle whatfoever they di&ate : fo that neither Rain, Foul, Stormy, orTcrn- 
peftuous weather , fuch as would even fright a Satyre, can hinder them fi oni 
beginning their Journey upon the day prefixed for the fame, though tlw go u 
out of fight fromtheir own dwellings : or if they are to build they will I dig a 
little way into the ground, or make tome entrance or beginning into tl , 

let theweather be never fo bad ; that it may be (aid they began upon that day 
which was fore-told them fliould be fuccefsful to their undertaking. 

Over and above thefe Humorous Niceties, they are great obfervers of the day 
of any ones Birth, by which they confidently undertake W predtA to. them the 
j or bad fortune likely to befal through the whole courfe of t tn tvts . 

® „ ,.u .his inclination of their Nature, is the caufe that no people in t e tvioc 
111 , i ’ morc ca fi e to be deluded with the fallacious fancies of fuch as aflume 

to°thcmfelves the title of Wizards and Southfayers, whofe ™ n ™"jJ ath Jcvl £ 
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tcr L , 0t * u A of People here, who not able to reftrain their liccn- 

There are abundance ot People , p jj t hemfelves for Slaves 

tioufnefe, though in the meaneft degree lovely, k it ^ 

to the Rich, or more Noble, on condition that they may the 
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the Maid-fet*vants. But note, that whatfoever Children come of fuch two, be- 
come Slaves forever. Others who being well to pafs, and able to buy a Woman 
purchafe one for a fum of Money ; but when his Family encreafes in number, and 
his means begin to fail, he will fell his Sons and Daughters for two or three Crowns 
a piece, not caring what becomes of them afterwards, nor taking notice though 
he know they are made Slaves for ever, and may be put to what Employment the 
Purchafer thinks good. Many of this kind are bought up by the Vortugttefe and 
the Spaniard, and carried out of their Native Countrey intoForreign Parts, where 
they live in a perpetual flavery during life, without any hope of Redemption. 
This cannot in civilized Nations be accounted other then a piece of Heathenifh 
Barbarifm. 

But they commit a far greater and more horrid inhumanity, which is this ; 
In fome Provinces they drown the young Infants, efpecially Females, f or n 0 
other reafon but that they miff ruff they (hall not be able to maintain them, but 
be forced to fell them to unknown People. This liberty they take to themfelves, 
from a belief that the Souls of the deceafed rranfmigrate intoother bodies ; and 
therefore they would feem to infer, that this their cruelty isneceffary, at leafiwife 
convenient, and fo no ways dreadful unto them *, averring, that they do the Chil- 
dren great advantage in taking away their lives ; for by that means they delivered 
them the fooner out of a miferable condition, to fettle them in a better : And 
therefore the poor Children are not made away clandeftinely, or in private, but 
aperto foie, openly before all the People. 

But this unnatural cruelty is not all, there is yet more inhumanity pratfifed 
amongft them 5 for fome out of defpair of good fortune, or that they have fuffained 
any gieat Ioffes, W'iJI voluntarily lay violent hands upon themfelves , others if they 
cannot find a means to revenge themfelves upon their Enemies, will kill them- 
felvcs, thinking thereby to do them a mifehief ; for (as it is fai d) great number 
both of Men and Women deffroy themfelves every year, cither in the Fields, or 
elle before the doors of their Adverfaries ; fometimes by ftrangling, other whiles 
by drowning, or laff ly, by poifoning themfelves. 

Another fort of Barbarifm they are guilty of in the Northern Provinces towards 
young Children, which is, by Gelding them, whereby, and no otherwife, they are 
made capable of Service and Preferment in the Empcrours Palace \ and thefe 
they call in their Language Gelubden, befides whom, none are admitted to wait 
on the Prince ; and which is more, the whole Government of the Empire is in 
t icir Hands and Management. There are at leaft ten thoufand of thefe Gehtb- 
(lens in the Palace, who originally are all meanperfons without Learning, <&c. 
bi ought up in perpetual flavery ; by reafon whereof, and their ignorance, they 
are of a dull and heavy difpofition, and unfit for any buffnefs of concern. 

The Magiftrates have in effeefan arbitrary power over the Subje£ls,whom they 
oftentimes condemne unheard. The manner of punifhing Offenders, is to lay 
them flat upon their Faces on the ground with their Legs bare ; upon which they 
give them feveral blows with a Whip made of twifted Reed, which fetches blood 
at every blow. And the great Motive that induccthto this more then common 
feverity in punifhing offences, is for that th cChinefes are infinitely addifted to 
Robbing and Stealing. 

There are two Extravagant Humours that the Grandees in China are much 
guilty of; the one is the Tranfmutation of other Metals into Silver, wherewith 
they crack their Brains, and confume their Eftates ; the other is an opinion they 
have of obtaining an immortal being in this World, while they are clad with 
fl-fli and b’ood ; that is to lay, they fancy fuch means may be ufed, as will pre- 
ferve them from falling into that common bofotne of Nature, the Grave. Of both 

thefe 



thefe myfteries there ate innumerable Books both Printed ,T77. > • 

or none of the Grandees, but as it were bv oblioar' t r '' " rtcn 5 and few 

ftudy of thefe both diftrafiing and deftrufiive Sciences «> the 

There is a (lory to be read in the Cbimfe Books of one of A • a • 

rours that wtas fo intoxicated with this Phrenfie rharuVI, i ^ nflent Fmpe- 

Of his mortal Life, endeavoured after f Te tf ^ 

manner thus ; This Emperour had caufed a certain drmL rtaI,t y» rhe 

deceitful Mailers of th£ Art ; of wh^ raritTand fSto&W* ^ 
fidence, that he believed when he had drunk it, he ftould be h^mrfcd f°‘" 

this conceited imagination was not to be diffwaded norrm.lT l “ ndfrom 

Argnments of his neareft Relations, di vert him from his humour A 
h,s Friends fee, pg that no Argumentative Ratiocinations would prevai wirhh- 
came one day to Congratulate the Emperours Health, whofe bakbinJ^’ 
the Vifitant took the Bowl and drank a good draught; which the I ” ^ 
dulous Emperour perceiving, fell immediately into an fxtraord narfn 

tended with no Iefs reiterated threats of death, for depriving him n — J ° n ’ * C ] 
liquor. But the bold attempter anfwercd him whh an undaunted couraV ^ 
terms ; Do you fappofe that you can deprive me of my li^now I ^fd^nUf 
this Immortal Cup ? fure twere great madnefs in you fo to think • hut if in ,i, 
you can defpoil me thereof, then I aver I have not done any tSamil f l 
by participating of your drink I am become equally Immortal with [o,f oTelfe 
you are equally Mortal with me ; if you can take away my life „Jn,! , 

robbedyouofyour Immortality but (hall make you fenfible ofthe Deceit aTd 

GU m 'J hcre j w,ch ) °‘';' u 'cabufed. The Emperour hearing this, was prefent v 
pacihed, and commended his Friends wifdom for extricating him fo ineeniouflv 
outofthe greateft Folly and Madncfs imaginable. But though therc^avc not 
Wanted wife Men inGbma, that have always endeavoured to confute thisFanta- 
fticlt principle, and to cure thisdiflemperof the mind, which in it felf is no better 
then a ht of raving madnefs ; yet they could never fo hinder this Difeafe from cn- 

-l ng 0 [ ^■r" 1 ? h f d ’ but at P rcfent ic over-fpreads the whole Countrey, and 
is a general Difeafe that troubles the Great ones. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of federal SECTS in CHINA: Concerning PHILOSOPHY, and 

IDOL WORSHIP. 


O F all the Heathen Se£is which are come to the knowledge of thofe in Europe, 
we have not read of any who are fallen into fewer Errours then the Chinefes, 
ever llnce the firft Ages, for in their Books we read, that thefe People have from the 
beginning worfhipped the highcft and one God-head, whom they call the King , 
or with another and more common name, the Heaven and the Earth : Hence it 
appears they were of opinion, that Heaven and Earth were infpired, and Co they 
worfhipped the foul thereof for the higheft Deity. But bcfide this Supream 
Deity, they deviated into the worfhip of fcveral Spirits, to* wit, of Hills, Rivers, 
and fuchas command over the four quarters of the World. In all Tranfadions 
the Antient Chinefes were wont to fay, that Men ought to hearken to the inbred 
light of the underftanding *, which light they have received from Heaven. But as 
to the Supream Deity, and the Spirits which wait upon him, we do not find in any 
of their Books that they did ever broach fuch licentious Do&rines to the fupport 
of Vice, as were invented by the Romans , Grecians , or the Egyptians , who in the 
committing of all manner of Filthinefs, did implore the affiftanceof their de- 
bauched Gods. 

It did likewife appear by the yearly Books, which comprehended the Tranfafli- 
ons of 4000. years , that the Chinefes have performed feveral brave Works for 
the fervice of their Countrey, and the Publick Good. The fame is alfo to be 
feen by the Books of the Antient and wifeft Philofophers, which were all in being 
before the laft Invasion of the Tartars ; but then in the general Conflagration of 
the Countrey were moft of them Burnt, wherein were writ good and wholfome 
Do&rines, for the InftruCtion of youth in the ways of Vertue and Goodnels. 

Thefe Books mention only three Se&s to have been in vogue in the World *, for 
of other Se&s there is not the leaft mention made. The firft is the Se&ofthe 
Learned : The fecond is called Scieqma : And the third Lancu. The firft of thefe 
three is followed by all the Chinefes, and the adjacent People, which ufe the Chi- 
nefe Chara£lers, as the Iflanders of Japan , Corea , and Couchinchina : this Sed, which 
is that of the Learned, is taught to, and followed by none, but only thofe and the 
Chinefes themfelves,and is the Antienteft of all the Seds that were ever heard of in 
China : Out of this, about which a very great number of Books are writ, gene- 
rally are chofen perfims fit for the Government of the Empire ; and therefore it is 
honoured and eftcemed above all others. The Dodrine of this Sed is not taught 
all at once, but they fuck it in by degrees when they learn to Read or Write. 
The firft Founder of this Sed was Confntius , the Prince of Chinefe Philofophers, 
who is to this day honoured by all the Learned, with the Title of the The mof 
Wife. He was, as the Jefuite Semedo relates in his Hiftory, a Man of a good Na- 
ture, very much enclincd to Vertue, Prudent, Subtle, and a great Lover of his 
Countrey ; and whofe Writings arc had to this day in great Honour, being the 
ground-work of all the Learning at this time in ufe amongft them. 

What concerns his Writings, which are contained in four large Books, we have 
already made mention. 


We 
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We (hall now 'treat of the Contents and Titles of fome Boots, which have b 7 e„ 
brought crut or China into Europe. 5 UCC11 

The firft treats of the Original of the whole World, of the firft Creator ,„j 

Preferver of all things ; and out of this Book are moft things felefled, which e 
late to Natural Knowledge. 7 Irc 

The fecond Title fpeaks of the Eternal Middle. 

The third of the Dofirineof the full growth ; and thefe two Books are reputed 
in the place of Natural Knowledge, and felefled out of the faid firft Book. And 
they firmly believe that no perfon but they themfelues are able or fit to com- 
prehend the Marrow and Puh o f thefe myftcrious Books, though in truth and fub- 
fiance they are no more difficult to be underftood, then the Writings of Titus 
Livius , and Cicero. b 

The fourth Title is of the Courfe, Condition, Influx, and Operation of the 
erring Stars j asalfo of the other Heavenly lights. 

The fifth is of the calling of Figures, and making Conje&urcs which are ufed 
about things that have an uncertain and doubtful ifliic. 

The lixth is of Palmc/lry and Phyfiognomy. 

The feventh is of Natural Witchcraft. 

The eighth is of the Rife, Names, and Worfliip of Idols. 

The ninth is of the Deeds, Miracles, Deaths, and Burials of the Chinefe Saints. 

The tenth is of the Immortality of the Soul, of its Future llatc;as alfo of Mourn- 
ing Habits, and in what manner they are to be worn. 

The eleventh is of feveral Books of Phyfick and Chirurgcry. 

The twelfth is of the State and Condition of Children in the Womb, as alfo of 
fuch things as farther or hinder the Birth. 

The thirteenth is of Arithmetick. 

The fourteenth is of Husbandry. t 

The fifteenth is of what belongs to a Farrier in the Cure of Horfcs. 

The fixteenth is of War and Military Difcipline, with the Weapons belonging 
thereunto. 

The feventeenth is of the Signs whereby to know a fruitful year. 

The eighteenth is of the Art of Writing, and to make Characters. 

The Nineteenth is of an exaClDefcriptionof all the Provinces in China. 

The twentieth is of the Age of the Chinefe Empire and Government. 

The 21. is of the Command, Majefty, Revenues, Palaces, &c. of the Em- 


perour. 

The 22. mentions the Offices of the Emperours Servants, 

The 23. is of the Laws of the Empire. 

The 24. is of the A&s and Deeds of the Chinefe Emperours, and their Iflues; 
The 25. is of thofe Nations that are known to the Chinefes. 

The 2 6. is of Mufick, both Vocal and Inflrumental,in ufe among them. 

The 27. is of Poetry. 

And laftly, the 28. is of feveral forts of Plays. 


Moreover, this firft SeCi of the Learned, whereof we have thus far made a De- . 
feription, is abfolutely againfi the Worlhip of Images, neither will they fuffer them 
to be hung up. The Adherents and Fautors of this Seft, acknowledge and Wor- 
fliip one God only, induced thereunto, becaufe they firmly believe that all thefe 
earthly things arc Preferved, Governed, and Directed by him : they alfo render a 
certain Veneration to Spirits, but with lefs Adoration and RcfpeCl. The Sober and 
IVifet fort of Learned Men among them teach, that the world had neither Crea- 
tor nor Beginning, but was as the Greeks term it, Autoftbon, fpringtng from its 

E e e feffi 
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fclf. There arc other Philofophers among them, but they are not fo Learned 
and Famous, being poffeffed with Dreams and Phanfies of a world of incredible 
things, and many impoffible impertinencies relating thereunto. 

In the Dofirine of this Sc& there are many IefTons, teaching the reward of good, 
and the punifhmentofevil : and this feems to infinuate to us, that the Antient Chi- 
nejes did not doubt of the Immortality of the foul, for they remember the deceafed, 
and thofe that are in Heaven, long after their Deaths; but of thepunifhment of 
the damned in Hell, they make no mention at all : But the Learned among them at 
this time are of opinion, that the Souls of the departed perifh and come to no- 
thing with the Body, and lo make of no eftedi whatever is written or fpoken con- 
cerning all ; and therefore impute no Torment or Punifhment there for the wicked. 
But feme think this too hard, and therefore maintain that only the Souls of the Juft 
remain alive , becaufeas they fay, the Soul of a Man is fo united and renewed 
through the exercife of Vertue, that it will live for a long time after its feparation 
from the Body ; but withal they conclude, that the Souls of the Wicked dye as 
foon as they are divided from the Body, and vanifli like fmoak. 

And although the Learned, and Dependents of this Sefi, acknowledge the 
higheft and one Deity, yet they erca no Temple for him, nor have any particular 
place appointed for his Worfbip ; neither are there any Priefts, nor fetled or due 
foi mot Worfhip, nor Commands to oblerve, other thenfuch as they may not at 
pleafu re break. There is no High Pricftamongft them, topunifli fuchas offend 
againft the Law, or to propagate the Doftrine taught concerning him ; therefore 
they offer unto him neither Prayer nor Sacrifice, in Publick or in Private, believing 
that it is only free for the King to offer up unto, or adore this King of Heaven. 
Ardif any bodyelfe ftiould be fo adventurous to undertake to make; fuch an 
Offering, he would be held for a Tray tor, and puniflied accordingly. For thispur- 
pofe has the Emperour two famous and well-built Temples in both the Imperial 
cnief Cities at Nankjng and Peking ; the one Dedicated to Heaven, and the other 
to the Earth ; in both which themfelves formerly in perfon made their Offerings ; 
but now the chiefeft Magiffrates Officiate in their behal fs, and Sacrifice feveral 
Oxen and Sheep to Heaven and Earth. 

The chiefeff matter wherewith the Profcflors of this Sc& trouble themfelves,and 
wherein as well the King as the People is concerned, confifts in the performing of 
( c. ra.n Cctemonies towards the dead, whereof we have already fpoken at large ; 
for tney conceive it a principal part of their Duty, to Honour their deceafed Pa- 
rentsand Fiiends, as if they were fiill living : Yet thefe People (although they 
let viands and the like before them) are not fo blind and ignorant to believe that 
the dead eat, or have any need thereof: But they give this reafon for fuch their 
doings, which in it felf indeed is of no weight, vi%. becaufe they can fhow their 
love unto them no other way : The wifeft among them affirm, that thofe cuftoms 
were introduced more for the inffru&ion of the living, then honour of the dead, 
to wit, to teach Children bow to honour and refpe& their Parents and Superiours 
when they are ahve, whom they fee honoured and refpeaed by fo many Perfons 
ot quality and worth after their Deaths. 

. We now come tofpeak of theDoaffne Confutius left behind him, and which 
is in Inch elieemamongft the People. 

This Great Do&rine, or rather the Do^ine of Great Men, is made up of thefe 
Heads or Pofitions; that every one bring himfelf firft to Perfeaion, andafter- 

Wa u‘ S u°n erS ’ J lat ma y arrive to the poff'effion of the futremum honnm , 

or higheft good. But Perfeaion it felf confifts herein, that every perfon blow 
up the natural light in himfelf, and make it clear, foas he may never erre from the 
Law of Nature, or from the Commands and Rudiments which are naturalized un- 
to 


the Empire o/'Chin 


a. 


• And T rC ? rd done without^ 
themfelves to the ftudv ‘ omitef ^ ", * ,hat Men ffiould betake 

Atrairs aright, and to re6ifie our defires by the rule and frmarp . j 

herein confifts the Perfeffion of Body and Mind. 1 ° freafoni and 

This moftfhort and perfe£} comprehenfion of the Cbinefe Wifdom and Do- 
a, ine. comprehend, m it the beginnings means, rule, and benefit (which at Jaft 
anfes f, om thence) of Perfeflion, as well relating to our felves as others The 
htft begtnmngs of th.s Perfection arefaid to arife from an inttinfick light, kindled 
bya d,hge„tobfervat,onaodfcrutinyi„tothe inward grounds and n.les of na- 
tural things, and fo gradaltm brought to maturity. For the better accomplifii- 
ing Whereof, are prefcntly added the means leading to this Perfection, confiding 
in Acb, as w ell of the Operation, as of the Will : The rule ofboth iscalledhere 

rcafon which is, that; we fliall not defire, or will any thing, but what isconfonant 
toreafon. Laltly, The advantages are fetforth that accrue thereby ; and that a 
double Perfect ion, of the body in the firlt place, and then of the mind. 

The lecond SeCt called Scityua, or Omtofc, is called by thofeo (Japan, Sci- 
acca and Amtdaba : This Do&rine was brought out of the Weft among the Chi - 
nefes, in the fixty fifth year before Chrifts Birth, from the Kingdom of lienci and 
ocintOy both which are known at this time by one general name Inclofian fituated 
between the Rivers of Indus and Ganges. The Cbinefe H.ftory mentions, that 
one of their Emperours was admonilhed in his deep to fend Embaffadours thither 
ior that difeo very, which according to the over-credulous humour of that Nati- 
on believing, he accordingly did. they arriving in the Countrcy, and* deli- 
vering their mefiage, were received with applaufe, and in convenient time re- 
tuined to their I riflee, with the Books, vid fome of the beft skilled in thofe Lan- 
guages, to Interpret them into the China Tongue ; wherein are maintained feve- 
lal opinions of the old Heathen Philofophers, as that there are fcveral Worlds ; 
the Tranfmigration of Souls j that three Gods unite and grow in one Deity j 
that the good fliall be rewarded in Heaven, and the wicked punilhed in Hell* 
Such as are great Admirers of this Se&, reject a Married, and commend a Angle 
Life. 

It any among them be found to tranfgrefs their rule, he is not only blamed and 
defpifed by all, but likewife feverely puniflied: Asa proof whereof I fawat Cnnnin • 
gan,z Prieft whom they had found and taken amdngft light women j for which of- 
fence they bored him through the Neck with a hot Iron, and fo hung upon him a 
Chain of ten yards long, with heavy Bars : And thus accotitrcd,hc Was led through 
the City, to the derilion of all the People, till he had begged ten Tocl of Silver for 
the benefit of his Cloiftcr : when he pafted through the Streets, he was notfuffe- 
red to bear up the Chain in his hands to eafe himfelf, but it did hang loofe be- 
hind him, fo that the whole weight fell upon his Neck. And that every perfon 
might take notice of the Punifhment, one of his Brethren of his order followed 
him with a Whip in his hand, and Jafhed him all the way he went upon his naked 
body, till the blood ran down his skin. This fpe&acle going by the Ernbafladours 
Lodgings, moved in them fomuch compaflion of hismifery, that they beftowed on 
him a largcfi to help pay his Ranfom. 

After \ ftrange manner alfoare the Priefts here dreft, whereof I have given you 

a draught in the annexed Print, clothed each in a particular habit ; fome wear 

a long Gownupon the left fide only black, with a four-fejuare Cap or Bonnet 

upon their Heads, and a Pater nojier o f Beads in their Hands. Others wear another 

fort of Gowns and Caps, but as uncouth as the former. But the moft ftrange Garb 

is 


2ip 
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; s t h, t of the begging Prieft, who has commonly a Gown on of feveral Colours, 
and full of Patches. Upon his Head he has a Cap, which on both (ides hath long 
Feathers to defend him againft the Sun and Rain : In his left hand he carries a Bell, 
upon which he continually ftrikes till fomething is given him, or that you ate gone 
out of fight. They feldome go about Begging, but fit upon the ground (as in 
the Print taken to the life) with their Legs acrofs like unto Taylors. Among thefe 
ftrange habited Companies of begging Priefts, there are feme whole Heads are 
very long; and brought into that fliape on purpofe when they are Infants; one 
whercofappears in the Cut, bare-headed behind the begging Prieft ; being, as it is 
believed, fomewhat more holy. 



The Cloifters of thefe Priefts are divided into feveral Apartments, according 
to their bignefs ; in each of them is alfo a Supervifor and Head, in whofe place 
his Scholars fucceed after his Death : Each Head is diligent to contrive as many 
Cells as he can for his Scholars; becaufc they let them out to Travellers for a 
piece of Money at any time, fo that indeed they ferve as well for Inns, or Hoftries 
for Travellers, as Cloifters for the Brother-hood. 

And though thefe Friers live thus in a mean condition and contemptible, as to 
the outward appearance, yet they are invited to Burials frequently, and other Pub- 
lick Ceremonies, as the making free of Wild Deer, Birds, Filh, and Four-footed 
Creatures. Some of the greateft Sticklers of this Se$, buy thefe Creatures alive, 
withdefign only tofetthem at liberty; and info doing, their fer vice is meritori- 
ous, and fuch for which they fhall be rewarded. This Seft is very much encreafed 
of late years ; the greateft part of their Followers are th cGelubden Women, and 
a company of other Ample Creatures. 

The third Sc<ft called Lan^w, has its rife from a certain Philofopher contempo-. 
rary with Confutius , of whom the Natives phanfte, that he was carried eighty 
years in his Mothers Belly before he was Born ; and therefore they called him 
Lan^ti) which fignifies the old Philofopher. Thejefuite Martmus writes in his 
fourth Book of the Chinefe Hiftory, that he was called Lanxu Laotamts , and taught 
that there remained not any thing of us after we were dead ; the higheft happi- 
jiefs of a Man confifting in pleafure, in imitation of Epicurus . The Fable con- 
cerning 
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cerning his Birch, had its rife from the number nine • foTlT^ ~~ — ~r 

forthemoft perfeft, and again multiplvcd hv \l •* ? ,s rum ^ er IS held 

Nature in the produfi of this famous Man, been fo’mTnvvhmf ^ 1° *“j J ,fo 
hour. This Philofophet left not any one’Book behind® M ^o^e 
mg unwilling, as it Teems, to introduce any new Enrhuflaf,™ k ! c \ . , ’ be_ 
his Seftators made a Coliefiion of feveral Do“tt nht n'7 h “ Dta,h 
Sefis, and compiled them into one. ’ ° Ut ° f tl,e 6001(5 of <«♦«» 

They live un-married in their Cloifters, and buy their Scholar* u „ . . 

among the People no refpea,nor have any Tenfe or fear of Cn \ ’ • ^ Ut ^ tam 

Others of the fame GangWake thcmfel/es td a Mar Td efi at e ^ 
orderly manner* i ,vc ,n a more 

Amongft many Idols, they Worfifip the Lord of Heaven, under the Corporeal 
form of a Man, and fay that he has much wrong done him : yet befide 1dm the v 
have made three other Gods, whereof Lanxn, the H >ad of rh; c c a h y 

gr'fr^; i 

Gods. By the Followers of th» SeB, is deferibed the place where Men after they 
are dead are other to be rewarded or punifhed : but concerning thefe matters 
thetets between thele and the fore-going Sefis, „o [mail difference ; for the 
Heads of th.s Sefi prom.fe to their Tribe, that they (hall pofTefs Heaven with Soul 
and Body r And the better Co demonftrate the fame in their Temples, theyex- 
pofe to fight the Images of leveral People, who (as they fay) vent to Heaven in 
that manner, tor the obtaining which happy pofleffion, they ufe fevefal Po- 
ltures, fay fome Prayers, and do deeds of Charity. 

The office of the Prieft or other Sacrificers, confifts chiefly in difpofTefling fuch 
Houles as ate tufefied or haunted with the Devil, by their ungodly Praycfs and 
Curfcs , which they eftefi commonly after this manner : They Paint Fright- 

« f 1 aCe e , 1 * nd lJ p0 r ftures L ° f P cvi ! 5 u P° n Ycllow fix them to the 

Walls of the Houfe; then they bawl and skream fo terribly loud , that they 

feem to be as fo many Devils themlelvcs; and this is the height oftheit Con- 
juration. 

There is another Office ahd Art which they iferibe to thernfelvcs •, for they 
boaft that in dry weather they can caufe Rain, and at their plcafure make the fame 
either to abate, or cealc again/ And that they are skilled in feveral Other ftrange 
Arts (but in truth meer delufions) wherewith they deceive the vvhdle Empire ;yet 
notwithftanding, thefe Priefts (it in the , Royal Temples dedicated to Heaven and 
Earth, and are always aflifiant at the Offerings (whether rhe Emperour himfelf be 
there prefent in perfon, or only the Magistrates in his behalf) Whereby they grow 
famous, and are had in great efteem, not by the common People alone, but the 
Grandees alfo j to all whofe Burials they are invited, and help to perform the Ce- 
remonial part of the Funeral, attired in very coftly and rich Habits i and go 
before the Corpfe, playing upon Flutes, and other Mufical Infirumcnts. 

All of this Scdare under the command and jurifdiftion of one Prelate, called 
C/JMj whofe dignity always defeends upon one of his Pofterity, which hath been 
obferved for above one thoufand years. 

It feems that this great Dignity or Office had its firil rife from a certain South- 
fayer,who lives in a Cave in the Province of Q*angfi > where his Pofterity continue 
at prefent, and pra&ife the Peluftons of their Anceftors. This their High-prieft 
Ciam , is for the moft part reftdent in the Imperial City Vekjng, and very highly 
honoured by the Emperour, having an allowed accefs into the middle-moft part 
of the Palace, to Blefs and Confecrate the rooms , if at any rime they are fufpeded 
to be haunted, or molefted with Evil Spirits ; he is carried through the Street in 
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an open Chair, in as great ftate as any of the moft principal Magifirates, and re- 
ceives yearly a good Revenue from the Emperour. 

And thus I have given you a Defcription of the three chief Se£ls in China , out 
of which the ignorant and blind People have broached and let on foot fo many 
hundred forts differing from one another in point of Worlhip. 

The Emperour HitMvuns, thefirftofthe Rape, that at the beginning of this 
Age had the Sovereignty over China , gave exprefs command that thofe three 
Sc<&s, for the defence and honour of the Government, (hould be HriHIy obferved , 
by which he did infinitely win the hearts of the Followers •, but yet though he 
mentioned all, he fo ordered the matter, that the Se& of the Learned only {hould 
have a fliare in the managing the great Affairs of the Empire, and alfo fhouldhave 
authority over the other two •, and this probably may be the reafon why the one 
Se£f does not endeavour wholly to abolifh and extirpate the other. The Empe- 
rour carries an equal hand to all, rcfpe&ing the one as much as the other, and 
makes ufe of them alike, as he has occafion } fometimes caufing an old Temple to 
be repaired, and fometimes a new one to be built, for one or other of them as he 
thinks it expedient. But the Emprefs afFedfsthat S bell:, that maintains the 
YVorfifip of Images, and is very Bountiful to the Priefts thereof, bellowing large 
Annuities, and great yearly Incomes upon them. 

The great number of Idols which are found in China , is incredible, for not only 
the Temples, and fuch like places of Worlhip, are hung very full, but alfo all 
Houfes, Streets, Ships, &c: are adorned with them. And this is one of the great 
abominations that at firll appears to all that come into China. 

Amongft all which, the Idol r hat reprefents Immortality, is in great Veneration, 
whofe Defcription is this * It is in /.he lhape of a thick and fat perfon, with his legs 
acrofs, and a belly that Hicks at leafitwo foot out * on its right fide Hands com- 
monly a Stag, a Creature of a long Life, looking upon his Lord with a pleafant 
countenance. The Image it felf fits with his Hand in his lleeve, and his Doublet 
unbraced, fo that his fat body may be the better feen : His looks are very grim 
and Hately, and his habit rich and Majeflical. This Image is the Patron for Tra- 
vellers, and called upon by them when they make any long Voyages, for Prote- 
£iion, Prefervation, and fuccefs in their undertaking. 

The next is the Idol of Pleafure, which they call M.inifo , and is compofed and 
made after the fame manner, as that of Immortality, but much bigger, being com- 
monly cafi of Brafs, hollow within, and twenty foot high i it carries a very plea- 
fant countenance, and like the former, is very thick and corpulent, with a big belly 
Hrutting out } and that his grofs and fat Members may be the better feen, he fits 
with his whole body almofi naked, as in the annexed Print. 



The 



The other Idol which fits in the Chair, as in the annexed Print, is an Image 
thirty foot high, made of Plaifter, having a Crown upon his Head, Gilded all over. 
Richly apparelled, with feveral other ftrange Ornaments. They call this the 
great King Gan, and give it a refpeft in the highefi: manner. 

Befide thefe, there are two others, as the annexed Print demonftrates, the one 
is the Goddefs which at Lincin (as is already related in our former Defcription) 
Rands upon the Temple Dedicated to her 5 it is thirty foot high, very richly 
Gilded, and hath Rood in that place ninety fix years and upwards. 

The other fits in a Chair richly adorned, refembling one of the Chinefe Gover- 
nors, who had done his Countrey very good fervice, for which they honour him 
after his Death after this manner : At his Feet, as a fign of Viftory, is Pourtrayed 
a certain Countrey, and in his hand, to fhow his Authority, he holds a Scepter, as 
in the annexed Print. 
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In the Province of Qnantnng, near to the noble City of Cbaofyng, in a well- 
built Temple, ftands another ftatue of a certain Governour of a Province, who 
had done his Countrey extraordinary fervice fix years together ,asa return of 
thankfulnefs for the fame, the Inhabitants according to cuftora erefied this Image 

and Temple, and Dedicated it unto him. 

In Cuchinng , near to Hangan , there is a great ftone above a hundred foot high, 
called X/tfxe, and fignifies the Holy Stone, which they cover yearly quite over 
with Gold, and then Worfhip it. This piece of Idolatry was commanded by the 
Emperour Mung. 

Near to the City Ciokjng , upon the Mountain Xepaojs a great ftone Columne, 
with the Image of the Idol Fe, and an Elephant, Lyon, and Drum, cut out of 
ftone, each of which is of feveral colours j but whofe workmanfhip they were, or 
who brought the fame thither, is altogether unknown. 

In the Province of Sucbuen , near to the chief City of Chunking , is a very ftrange 
great Hill upon the fide of the River F#, between this City and another called 
T mchnen •, and on this Hill is a Mountainous Idol, called Fe *, it is made fitting 
with his legs crofs-ways, and his hands clapt over one another before him. How 
incredibly large the fame is, may be gueft at by this, that Travellers can plainly fee 
his Eyes, Ears, Nofe, and Mouth, at two miles diftance. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of IDOL-TEMPLES. 


A L L this Countrcy doth infinitely abound with Idol-Temples, Built at verv 
great charge , and moft commonly fituate without Cities in folitary 
places 5 where the Travelling Man may find accommodation to anfwer his defire 
Adjoining as it were to the lame , flands for the moll part a Tower, which contains 
commonly a (mailer Edifice of the fame kind, but no lefs C 9 ftly then Artificially 
Built. Thefe places ^Idolatry are filled with Images and black Lamps, burn- 
ing night and day, in memory of fuch who lived well, and dyed happily When 
any Govervours of Provinces are to be admitted into their Offices, they are 
fworn m thefe Temples that they (hall faithfully perform their Duties Now 
that you may the better underftand the form and fabrick of thefe Temples I have 
fet before you a draught in the annexed Print, as the fame was taken with 
great exadnefs. Thefides of it were Built of Timber, and the Roof Tyled ; the 
floor was in fome places Earth, and in other of great Grey fquarc flone \ on 
each of the (ides in a row flood fevcral great Imaged, but at the entrance was one 
molt dreadful to behold, being a horned Devil, in a mod terrible and frightful 
fliape, with a wide Mouth, and Hands like the Claws of a Griffon in fuch a 
poflure as it would have feized thofe that entered. Within, in the middle flood 
an Altar, upon which was erefted another great Image thirty foot high j behind 
w j , it flood a great number of fmall ones t Before the great one, flood up- 
on the Altar a thick hollow Bamboes, upon which was written fome Chiuefe 
Characters, that fore-told things that ffiould come to pafs. On the fides flood 
feveral Veffels with Inccnfe burning, and in the middle was a Wooden Diffi, 
withfeveral Offerings in it, which the Priefts, when they v will know or forc-tell 
any thing, bring to the Altar and offer up to this Image. Now the chief Offe- 
rings at fuch times are either Rice, Wine, or the Entrails of Beafts, which being 
Cercmonioufly difpofed, the Priefl draws fome Reeds out of the Bamboes basket, 
which if they are of a bad omen , he draws out others, till he has drawn fuch as 
pleafe him in Prognoflicating good. In this Interim the Incenfe burns, and at 
laft the Priefl falls upon his knees, and mumbles one thing or other to himfelf, 
whereby he intends to pacifie the Idol, and get him to favour his fuit. 

In the Province of Fekjng, near to Cbingting , is a very large and Magnificent 
Temple, one hundred fixty five foot high } within flands a thick and prodigious 
Image, of a hundred fix foot and half high, called Quonin, curioufly wrought in 
the form of a Virgin j behind this Temple is erected a fpatious Palace. 

In the Province of Xanft , in the City of laiyvcn, is a Temple Dedicated to 
Siangus , the wifefi of their Empcrours, and of the Family of Chans. It is 
reported in their Hiflories, that this Image, which is made of very Precious 
Stones, being finiflied, rofe up of it fclf, and went to the place appointed for its 
Ration* ,•! • 

At Lettgan, upon the Mountain Peco y which fignifies the Mountain of Fruits, 
is Founded; a Temple in honour of the Emperour Xinnungus j near which flands 
a Well. Now(according to the faying of the Chinefes ) Xinnungus received di- 
vers forts of Seeds from an unknown Peifon, and received direftions in what 
manner he ffiou’d low the fame to gain a plentiful Harveft ; which he having 
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to his Subjefis ; in memory of which benefit, they creeled 

this Temple to his Memory at very great charge. 

11 In the Province of Xenfi, in the City of HancUng, are five Temples, whereof 
one is Dedicated to the Emperour CangUmg ,' , becaufe he had caufed away to 
be cut through the Mountain ; and in perpetual memory of this his great un- 

dertaking, this Temple was erefted. . 

In the chief City of Kingyang are three famous Temples full of Image . 

And in the Province of Xantung, in the chief City of Cinan, are ^veral. 

Near to Tcnchcn,\n the City of Cen, are fifteen ftately Temples, Dedicated to 
Hclvutins, and other renowned Heroes. 

In the Province of Sucbacn, in the chief City of Chingtn, is one budded to the 
memory of King Canawgus , becaufe he taught the Inhabitants of that Kingdom 

the Art of railing and preparing Silk Worms. 

In the Province of Hftqnang, near to Kmn, is a large Hill called Vntang, upon 
which are ere&ed fcveral Struaures, with Cloyfters for Priefts j and the reafon 
hereof may be, for that here all Priefts receive their Introduaion, who follow and 
teach the inwardly approved Doarine of the feparation of Soul and Body. 

In the Province of near to the chief City of ^ds a ve.y 

beautiful Edifice, called Hiangfm, that is to fay, the well fented Heart, and Dedt- 
cated to five Virgins, who being Affauked by fuch as would have Raviflied them, 
rather chofe to dye, then have their Virginity violated : In honour of whofe 

Chaftity, the Inhabitants erefted thefe Temples. 

In t he Province of Chekjang, and in the chief City of Hangcbcn, are found very 
many of thefe Buildings, to which belong feveral thoafands ft 

At Nanking, on the Mountain Ni, ftands one of thefe Fabricks, that has at leait 

a thoufand Images in it, and to every Image ten Priefts. . 

And indeed (tofliorten this Relation) there is hardly a Mountain or Hill m 
China of any note, but hasa Temple upon it, with Priefts belonging to it. 

In the Province of Fohjen , near to the City Cinggan , lies S rca 1 , 

Vay , which has feveral Temples, Cloyfters, and the like upon it j which ; about* d 
with Priefts and Friars, the greateft part whereof Worlhip Idols with (hav 
Crowns, and defpife all Earthly Riches, Poffeffions, and Honours. But that 
which is fulleft of Admiration is this j It was faid that amongft thefe Priefts, one ol 
the chief called Chang , who had two Chappels under his command , being con- 
vinced of the errour of his way, coming one day into his Temples, broke all the 
Idols to pieces, exclaiming bitterly againft the Priefts, for having thus long de- 
ceived him, and keeping him in blind ignorance ; from thenceforth embracing 

the Chriftian Religion to the utmoft period of his Life. . , „ , 

In the Province of Fokjen, near to the City Civenchen, is a Temple called 
Caiyven , which is worthy of admiration, both for its height and largenefs: The 
ont-iidesofthis fumptuous Edifice are all of Marble, and the infide moft richly 
adorned with Idols of all forts. Amongft others, thereare fome that exceed, 
which are either caft in Copper, or cut of Marble, made for Madam Fee,havmg 
fuch curiofity of Workmanlhip, that the Chinefes fay, they were not nfade with 

Mortal hands. . 

Without the Imperial City of Nanking, I was my felf in one of the three Idol 

Temples, where Hell (fo as Virgil deferibes the fame in the fixth Book ot his 
JEnekls) was focuiioufly Painted to the Life, and adorned with rare Images ot 
Plaifter, that it is enough to fill all Perfonswith Admiration that look upon the 

fame. 
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CHAP. X. 


Of TOWERS, and SEA-MARKS. 


opon a great pare or tnem called Leuleu, ltand their Clock-works ; within others 



of thefe, efpecially at Nanking, are kept the Aftrological Inftruments : Upon the 
Clock-houfc Tutrets ttands an Infirument, which {hows the hour of the day 
by means of water, which running from one Veffel into another, raifes a board 
upon which is Portrayed a mark for the time of the day ; and you are toobferve 
that there is always one remaining there, to take notice of the palling of the 
time, who at every hour lignifies the fame to the People by beating upon a 
Drum, and hanging out a board with the hour writ upon it in large Letters. 
This Time-Drummer gives likewife notice if he difeo vers any Fire* where- 
upon the People all rife to quench it. In whofe houfe foever the Fire 
happens through carelefsnefs, the Matter thereof is punilhed with Death, bc- 
ctufe of the fright and hazard he put his Neighbour in *, whofe houfe joining 
to his, and built all of Timber (as all Habitations there are) was in very great 
danger of being likewife confuted ; for all the 1 Houfes fland very clofe. And 
this in truth is the caufe of fo great feverity Ihcwed againft fuch whofe Houfes are 
burnt through carelefsnefs. 

Upon the Top of the Mountain Hiaikgn, ttands a very Antient Tower , 
which is very much decayed , but yet keeps the height oi one hundred and 
eighty paces } but that which is moft to be admired therein, is that it is built of 
Stone, which with infinite labour, induftry, and expence, they mutt bring thither, 
and then j together with the Mortar, carry up fo great a height to build fuch a 
Towef. ; 

In the Countrey of Huqnang , near to the City of Hanyang, is a Tower called 
XeUnhoa , which far excels all other the like Scruaures, in Art and Cottlinefs. It 
is faid to have been erc$ed upon this account ; there was a certain Daughter, 
who was worthy remark for her obedience to her Mother-in-law ; (he having one 
day a Pullet for Dinner, invited her ftep-dame to the eating part of it, who ac- 
cepting the invitation, and coming to participate thereof, had no fooner tatted of 
it, but die fell down dead : The Daughter was immediately apprehended, 

brought before the Judge, and accufed of Poifoning her Mother-in-Law, and 
the matter of Fa£f being fo clear, was condemned to dye. As fhe was going 
to the place of Execution, fhe hapned to pafsby a Pomegranate Tree then in 
blofl'om, which holding faft in her hand, Ihe Prayed (as is faid) after this manner j 
If I have Poifoned my Step-Mother , may the Flowers of thif Branch now in my hand 
wither j but if l be Innocent, let the Branch live, and bring forth fruit immediately. 
\Vhich words were hardly palled her lips, before that Branch which (he held in her 
hand, hung full of Pomegranates. In remembrance of which fofamousMiracIe, 
the Inhabitants built this Tower, and called it Xelenhoa , which lignifies a Pome- 
granate Tree. 

In the Province of Chekjang , in the chief City Hangchou, are fourofthefe 
TovVers, each of them nine Stories high i but which is more worthy of admiration, 
in the fame Province, upon both the tops of the Hill Fttnghoang , ttands a lofty 
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high, with an Idol Temple adjoined to it : in the great City 

rics high. 

triumphal arches. 

M O S T of the great and ftnall Cities in China, are Adorned and Beautified 
with Tttmph g al Arches, ftately Towers and Pyramids, made of Stone 
. V . V i Arr frtft and Ingenuity. Carved with Images moftot 
jffiKSS* hon'ourof fome famous Afl, Thing, or Perfon* thofe who 

Tave done their Countrey anyfignalfervice, have fome of thefe fet up to eternrte 

tTr Memory, almofi after the fame manner as was formerly (n&M by the 
their Memory, . }f a one have i bcen mo re excellent in Learning, 

“ny Magnate halh fignafizd himfelf by his good behaviour in his Of. 
Land Employments in honour of fuch, Arches, Towers, PtHars, orPyram.des 
are Buildedf and moft commonly placed as Ornaments tn the chiefeft Streets, and 
n oft populous Places. Their Falhion is th.s, they have three RootMhebtggeft 
he middle, and on each fide a fmall one , underneath wh.ch Men pafs as 
rough a very broad Gate ; the fides are Adorned with Lyons and other Ima- 
nes enrioufly cut out of Marble, and fixed thereto , or otherw.fe very Artificially 
bomd through, and fometimes Adorned with fmall Images cut out of Stone ; fo 
that it isindfed athing deferving to be admired, which way they can bore through 
rL L Stones and cut Images out of them, as they lye fixed in the Budding. 
The whole Arch confifts for the moft part, of three Stones, and is orh i on the 
i t*i KaiTiinn • fo that when vou look upon the one lide 5 you 

i i,« ;fz Tn 

the Empetoursname is curioufly engraven in Letters of Gold, m whofe Govern- 
ment thefame was ereaed : In the middle alfo lyes a very large flat Stone, upon 
Xh is writ in Gilt or Blew Letters, the Name, Countrey, and Dignity of him, 
in whofe behalf this Edifice was Erefted. 


GHAP. XI. 


Of RIVERS, LAKES, CHANNELS, HIGH-WAYS, 

BRIDGES, SHIPS, &c. 

T HROUGH the Province of Suchne runs the River To , as far as Sinfan , 
being a branch brought from the River Kiang, by the command of the Em- 
perour Ivos , to hinder the over-flowing of that River. 

. In the Province of Chekiang are moft of the Rivers which come from the 
North, made by Art fo ufeful, as if they had been naturally fo. It is highly to be 
admired, and meriting the higheft commendation, to confider with what labour 
and pains they have effe&ed fuch vaft undertakings ; for in fome places you have 
very large Channels, running far up into the Countrcy, which have been digged, 
and Paved on both fides with Stone. Over the Channels lye many great and 
heavy Sluces, with feveral Bridges convenient for Travellers, either by Land or 
Water. 

j •’ In Ningpo, the ninth City of the Province of Chekjang , both fides of the Artifi- 
cial Rivers, for feveral miles together, are made up with Stone : At the end 
of every River lyesa Sluce, through which all Veftcls muft pafs before they come 
into it. 

In the Countrey of the City Xaohing , is an Artificial River toward the Eafi, 
three days journey in length} both fides whereof are made up with Brick, to pre- 
vent the earth from falling in, to choak or clog y . p the fame. 

. • • • , ./ 

COMMON WAYS. 

T H E common PaiTages, or High- ways in China , are contrived as much for 
the convenience and eafe of Travellers, as in any place of the World. We 
begin in the Southern Provinces, where moft of their ways are even and ftnooth, 
the very Hills being made pafiable, and a way hewn out through the very Rocks, 
by the labour of Mens hands. Upon thefe fo commodious ways,ftand feveral marks 
of ftone, which declare the diftances of places from one another ; and every ten 
miles there is a Poft appointed to carry the Emperours and Magiftrates Letters 
and Commands, which once received, are delivered with extraordinary fpeed ; 
fo that there happens nothing new in any Port'ofthe Countrey, but it isprefently 
known througii all the Empire. 

At every eighth ftone, which is a days journey, you have one of his Majefties 
ordinary Houfes, built on purpofc to receive and treat at the Emperours charge, 
all Govcrnours and Magiftrates that Travel that way upon the Emperours fer- 
vicc , but before their Arrival, they fend a Meflenger , to certifie what day 
they intend to be there ; fo that the Governour or Magiftrate arriving, finds all 
tilings in a readineft for him, to wit, Provitions, Horles, Chairs, Track-men, and 
Veffek of all forts, if he need any > for whatioc ver he defires, is given notice of 

byhim in a Letter. - 

The Banks of the Rivers afe no left well contrived for the eafe of Pafiengers* 
then the Common Ways } for they luffer no Trees to grow within eight foot of 
the Rivers fide* left they ihould be a hindcranceto the Boats that are Towed 
along by Ropes. , n 
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Fokicn, near to the City Hinghoa, are the ways well and 
ftrongly Paved with ftone, for above four Dutch miles in length. 

Near to the City Wanting, lyes a deep, foil, and darkifh Valley, through 

which runs a way Paved two miles in length. . 

In the Province of Qu&ichen , in the fourth great City Ganxm, are three Sluces 
of great bignefs but the third called Tienfwg, that is to fay, the natural Sluce, 

is well nigh a 1000. Rod long. , rN . c , 

Upon the Mountain Mechi (which ism truth a W llderneis; lyes a hrm, but 
very narrow way, made by Art for Travellers to pafs over *, and upon Co is a very 
ftccp way, at leaft ten Dutch miles. Near to the City of Kiangxan there is a great 
Mountain called Civen, at leaft three hundred Furlong in length, over which is 
the dired road to Foken, and has feveral good Inns upon it for the Entertainment 

of Pafl’engers. 

BRIDGES or SLUCES. 


I N the Province of Ken ft, over the River Guet, lyes three Sluces, namely, one 
Eafterly the fecondin the middle, the third towards the Weft ; all of them 
built very ftrong, with many great and very high Arches of fquare ftone, curioufly 
Adorned, and Carved with divers forts of Images, as Lyons, Dragons, and the 

In the fame Province, near to the City Hanchung, is a moft admirable piece 
of work, fo great a Mafter-piece in its kind, that rhe like thereof is hardly to be 
found In the world, whofe Defection I will give you as follows. Between this 
and the chief City, the way was formerly altogether unpaflable, and the Inhabi- 
tants were conftrained to fetch a great compafs round, by reafon of the high an 
rough Hills, and fteep Paffages * fometimes neceflitated to Travel toward the 
Eafr, to the Frontires of the Province Honan, and then again to turn towards the 
North •, fo that they went at leaft two thoufand Furlongs, whereas the direft way 
over the Mountains was not much more then five hundred : Wherefore at the end 
of the race of Cina, when Licupangus made War with Hiangyus for the Empire, all 
thefe fteep Hills and Vales were levelled by order of Changleangus , the General 
of L ycupangus, to make his Army with the moreeafe topurfuethe flying Enemy. 
And certainly with great and incredible labour and induftry was this ftupendious 
work effefted, in which he employed no lefs then his whole Army, with at leaft 
100000. Men more, by whofe labour at laft, away was perfefted through the 
f amC . 

Onbothfidesoftheway are Walls made out of thefe Mountains, fo high, 
that part thereof toucheth the very Clouds, and thereby obfeures the Paf- 
fages in Tome places. In others he caufed Planks to be laid , to ferve as 
Bcidges to pafs from one Mountain to another, on purpoleto fhorten the way j 
which is generally fo broad, that four may ride a breaft, and has conveniencies 
enough to accommodate Paffengers : And left the People fliould by chance re- 
ceive any mifehief as they pafs over the Bridges, both the Tides thereof are railed 

in from one end to another. ^ . -‘ l 

In the fame Province,' near to the City Chcgan , is a Bridge called Ft, reaching 
from one Mountain to another, and having but one fingle Arch, which- is ftx hun- 
dred foot long, and near feven hundred foot high, through which the Yellow 
River runs. It was three years in building before they had finilhed the fame, and 
is called by the People, The flying Bridge. :u 

Iii the Province of Honan , in the City Queite , lyes a Sluce made of four-fquare 
Stone, over the Mecr or Lake called Han. 
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In the Province Unquang, near to the City Chjmtgang, is another Since of 
having feveral Arches, erected by King Guei. > 

In the Province of Kiargfi in the little City of Gaugin, there is a Bridge wer- 
thy to be fpoken of, and called the Bndge of Obedience and Subieflion • rhe 
Ilory of it goes tnus: That the Daughter of Rich Parents, havino Married a’ Hus 
band that dyed foon after her Marriage, and in regard it isffin Chi" a 
great diflionour to HoneB Women to Marry the feconddme, flic went and lived 
with her Father and Mother, that by the enjoyment of their company (he might 
the better and more cafily forget the lofs of her Husband. But not long after 
her Father and Mother both hapned to dye, by whofe lofs being left comfortlcfs* 
fhe upon ferious debate within her felf, laid out her EBate upon Building of this 
Bridge, which Bands upon fcveral Arches •, and when (he had finifhed it, being yet 
troubled in her thoughts, flie came early in a morning to take a view of the 
StruChire, which having done, and imagining her Memory would be fufficiently 
Eterniz'd thereby, flie flung her felf headlong inro the River, where flic was 
Drowned. 

In the fame Province, in the City of Cattcbeu , where the River Changed Can 
meet in one, is a very long Bridge, built upon one hundred and thirty Boars, faft- 
ned to one another with Chains, upon which lye the Planks and Timber that 
compile the Bridge *, one or two of which Boats are fo contrived and ordered, 
that they eafily remove to open or fliut, and fo make paflage for Veflels at plea- 
Cure, after they have payed their Toll, for the receipt whereof there Bands a 
Toll-houfe at the foot of the Bridge. 

In the Province of Cbckjang, near the fifth chief City Xinboafi rom the top of the 
Mountain Fangulen , is a very large Bridge made over a Vale, which is fo Bupendi- 
ousa work, that it fills all People with admiration that ever faw it. 

In the fame Province, in the City LnkJ , is a Bridge confiBingof Stone-Pillars 
and Wooden Planks, which is a hundred Rod in length. 

In the Province of Fokjcn , in the chief City Focbeu y is a very Bately Sluce of 
one hundred fifty Rod long, and half a Rod broad, built over an Inlet of the Sea, 
of Yellow and White Stone, with one hundred very lofty Arches, Adorned and 
Beautified with Sculpture of Lyons and other Creatures. The like lyes near to 
the City Focing , and according to the relation of the Chinejes is one hundred 
eighty Rod long. 

In the fecond chief City Ciuettcbeu , may be feen a Bately Bridge, called Loyang y 
the like whereof is hardly to be feen in the whole world, whole Defcription a 
certain Chimfe HiBorian gives after this manner. Near to the City BurrolilicHm 
(fays he) lyes over the River Loyang , the Bridge Loyang , which is alfo called Van - 
gang. The Governour of the City named Cayang. , catifed this Bridge to be made, 
which is three hundred fixty Rod long, and half a Rod broad : Before the erect- 
ing of this Bridge, People were Ferried over in Boats \ but in regard every year 
feveral Boats were caB away by foul weather, the Governour for the preferva- 
rion and fafety of the Inhabitants, refolved to build this Bridge, which he did of 
Black Bone \ it reBs upon no Arches, but has at leaB three hundred heavy Bone 
PedeBals pr Columns, made after the fafliion of Boats, which are fbarp before, the 
better ro withBand the force of the watry Current } and to prevent any danger to 
fuchaspafs over this Bridge, thefidesof it are walled in with Bone to a good 
height, and Beautified in feveral places wich Images of all forts, according to the 
fafhion of the Countrey. 

In the third chief City Cangchcn , there is to be obferved another very Bately 
Bridge made of Bone, with thirty fix very high and great Arches ; it is fo com- 
modioufly broad, that Shop? are made on both fldes, and yet room enough for 
Paflcngers either on Horfe or Foof* There 
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~ There are feveral other famous Bridges in many Ports and Cities of this Em- 
pire, which to particularize, would take up too much time, and make this Book 
i well into a larger Volumne then was atfirft intended ; therefore topafsthem by, 
we will proceed to give an account of the fafhion of their Ships. 

The Royal Ships, and thofe of the Governours of Provinces, exceed the reft, 
and are built after fuch a manner, that few or none will fcarce give credit to the 
account I fliall give of them, unlefs they had fcen them i our Vefiels in Europe 
being inmo wife to be compared to thofe, for they lye upon the water like high 
Houles or Caftles, and are divided on both fides with Partitions. In the middle 
is a place like a Hall, furniflied with all manner of houfhold ftuff, as Tables, Chairs, 
CK. The Windows and Doors are made in the fafhion of our Grates, wherein in- 
flead of Glafs, they ufe the thinneft Oyfter-lhells they can get , or elfe fine 
Linnen or Silk, which they fpread with clear Wax, and adorn with feveral forts 
of Flowers ; and this keeps out the Wind and all Air, better then any Glafs. 
Round about the Ships, are made Galleries, very commodious for the Seamen 
to do whatever bufinefs they have, without prejudice to the Rigging; the 
out- fide of the Ship is Painted with a certain fort of Gun^called Cie, which makes 
it glifter, and appear very glorious at a difiance, but within it is moftcurioufly 
Painted with feveral Colours, very pleafant and delightful to the eye. The Planks 
and Timber- work are fo curioufly rifted together, and jointed, that there is little 
or no fign of any Iron work } in length they differ not much from thofe in Europe , 
only they are lower and narrower, and the paffage up into them is by a Ladder 
twelve foot long j the Stern of the Ship where the Trumpeters fiand to found, 
and the Drummers to beat, is like a Caftle. When any of thefe Ships of the Go- 
vernours meet one another at Sea, they falute and give place according to their 
qualities, which are writ in great Letters behind their Ships, fo that there never 
happens any difpute about precedency. When it is a Calm at Sea, and little or 
no Wind ftirring to fill their Sails (which are made of Mats ) there are certain men 
appointed to Towe the fame : At fuch time alfo, and as a farther help, they are 
very dexterous in the ufe of their Oars, wherewith they can Row without pulling 
them out of the water. 

The Ships which carry the Fifli called Saull, and the Silks to the Imperial Court, 
are fo extraordinarily curious and rich, that they have no fellows *, for they are gilt 
within and without, and Painted Red ; and fuch is their efteem, that all other 
Ships ftrike Sail, and give place to thefe, whenfoever or wherefoever they meet 
them. 

In the Province of Nanking, near to the chief City of Suchcu , may be feen fe- 
veral Pleafure-boats, or little Ships, which the Inhabitants keep only for their Plea- 
fure-, they are very richly Gilt and Painted, and may more properly be compared 
to Houfes then Ships : Some of the Chwefes are fo profufely in lo ve with them, 
that they will fpend their Eftates aboard thefe Veffcls in Eating and Drinking. 

There are a vaft and incredible number of Ships and Boats that pafs daily 
from one place to another, by which means there is fo great accommodation 
by water, that men may pafs from the City of Maccao, to the City of Pelting, 
within a days journey by Land : Alfo men may Travel by Boat from the Province 
of Chekiang , through the whole Province of Suchue , from Eaftto Weft •, and to 
fay the truth, there is hardly any confiderable City but what has accefs to it by 
water , for the Natives have with Art and Induftry digged Channels through moft 
of the Provinces, and let in the Rivers, on purpofe to carry their Goods and 
themfelves by water, by reafon of the extraordinary Hills and Defarts which they 
meet with in a pafiage or journey by Land } of all which we have already made 
mention in onr General Defer iption of China. 
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In the Province oiF elyen are fuch an innumerable company of Vell'els that 
the Inhabitants proffered the Einperour, when he intended to make War upon 

thole °T Japan,, to make him a Bridge of Boats, which (hould reach from thence 
to the laid Iflandrdf Japan. .7 
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I N each chief City are at Ieaft fifteen or twenty great Houles belonging to the 
Governours, which in regard of the Magnificence of their Building, may 
with right be called Kings Palaces. In other lels Cities are at leaft eight great 
Houfes, and in every fmall City four, which are all alike in fafliion, only they 
differ in largenefs, according to the quality of the Governour. At the front of 
each Palace are three Gates, whereof the biggefi Hands in the middle, adorned on 
both fides with great Marble Lyons; next to this lyes a great Plano or Court- 
yard paled in, and Painted with Gum, which they call Cie ; in this Plano Hand 
two fmall Towers or Pyramids, curioufly adorned, and furnifhed with feveralMu- 
fical Inftrpments, upon which certain Perfons play, as often as the Governour 
goes out, or comes in. Within the Gate is a large Hall (and generally every great 
Palace hath four or five) where the Governour gives Audience to any that comes 
about bnfinefsrohim ; on the fides of this Hall are feveral fmall Apartments in- 
habited by infer iour Officers. Here arc alfo two particular rooms for the recepti- 
on of perfons of quality that come to vific the Governour ; when you are paft 
thelc two rooms, you come to three Gates more, which are feldom opened, but 
when the Governour fits upon the Bench of Judicature: The middlemofiof 
thefe Gates is very large, through which perfons of quality are only fuffered to 
go ; other people pafs through the Gates on each fide. Then you come to ano- 
ther large Plano, atthe end whereof is a great Court built upon Pillars called Tang, 
and here the Governour adminifters Jufiice ; on both fides thereof the Courtiers 
and Inferiour Officers have their dwellings, who never remove with the Gover- 
nors, but live there continually, in regard they are maintained at the charge of 
the Countrey. Next to this is an inward Court, but far exceeding the former, and 
is called Sntang, which fignifies Private, and in this Court only may the neared: 
Relations converfe with the Governour. To thefe places appertain alfo feveral 
Gardens, Orchards, Ponds, Rivers, IVarrcns, and the like, as well for Pleafure 
and Ornament,* as Profit ; and hereobferve, that the Emperour furnifiies the Go- 
vernour not only with thefe Palaces and Ships at his own charge, butlikewife 
with all manner of Hou(hold-ftuff,Provifions, and Servants : And when a Gover- 
nour (w! ich is yet more remarkable) happens to depart to the Rule of another 
Province, or elfe to lay down his Employment, which happens commonly every 
half year; it is free f or him t o take all the Houfhol d -go ods with him, and then 
the Court is to be furnifhed anew for the fucceeding Governour, as before, at the 
Empcrours charge. 

In Cingtu, the firft chief City of the Province Suchue , famous for Trade , there 
lived formerly a certain Great Prince or Governour of the. Family of fattoinga, 
who in Power and Imperial Title could only be laid to give place to the Empe- 
rour, for in all things elfe he lived like a King : This Kingly or Royal Perfon had 
a large and fiately Palace, which was at leaf! four Italian miles in compafs, 
adorned with four Gates, and ftood in the middle of the City ; before it, toward 
the South, lay a large broad Street, full of Cofily and Artificial friumphal 
Arches. . .... 
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fcventh chief C.ty of the ftowccftfaj., at the foot of 
the Mountain Cbioyxen runs a large water called Cfmng son the fide whereof Hands 
flame Palace containing ten Courts : In this Palace B a great fonder taken no- 
tice of, for infallibly there is heard a noife againft Wind or Rain, like unto the 
found of a Clock, of which (though diligently enquired after) no natural reafon 
can be given. Concerning the incomparable, flately, and coflly Struaure of the 

Imperial Palace of Peking, I have already given a particular Delcnption in my 
former Relation. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Of RIVERS, WATER-FALLS, LAK ES, &c. 


H Aving fpoken at lame of the chiefeft things which the hand or induftrvof 
mortal man has produced s we ihall now proceed to the particularizing fuch 
things, wherewith Naturt has abundantly fiimiflied the Cbimfet out of hef rich 
ftore. Under which name I comprehend Rivers, Pools, AquaduSs, Hills Wells 
Earth, Plants, Trees, Animals of all forts, and the Jike,which arc mentioned in the’ 
following Chapters. 

Firft of all, There are in China two famous large Rivers, namely hW and the 
Yellow River. 65 


The Rivet Kiang which is alfo called r Mgc „^ s , which fignifies the Son of 
the Sea, divides all China into Northern and Southern Trad i it flows from Weft 
to Eaft, and receives feveral names according to the Provinces through which it 
runs : After the Mountain M in (from whence it hath its firft Source) it was firft 

called Wlinkiang \ thefe Mountains ftretch themfelves Weft ward of the Province 
Sncbnt , very far toward Prefer Johns Countrey, and come towards the North 
not far from the chief City of €uei ; after that it is got from this Mountain, mill- 
ing forward with great violence before this City , it divides it felf into feveral 
Branches, which turn and wind through moft parts of the Provinces. From the City 
of Swan it is called Tafyang ; afterwards receiving a great many Rivulets into its 
bofome, it runs before the City of Sui , into the River called Mahu. From the 
City of Liuchen it receives the name of Unhang, and running from thence to the 
City of Chungking, joy ns with the great River Pa, and embraces its name : Be- 
ing gotten beyond the City oiQtteicbeu, it falls into the Province of Huqnang, 
and regains not far from the City Kingcbett , the old name ofTakJan^. Thus far 
it ru flies with many crooked Meanders, and a great force of water, through 
crooked Vales, terrible Rocks* and Dreadful Precipices, which the Natives 
knowing, do avoid and fliun with great dexcerity. Being paft the City of King- 
rbeu, it begins by degrees to run more gently, and falls toward the North into the 
Mere or Lake called Tungting , from whence it takes its courfc before the chief 
City in the Province of Kiang ft, and from thence to the Sea Fonm , which is above 
a hundred Dutch miles ; and all this way it runs fo gently, that Veflels may 
cafe with Sail againft the Stream and the ebbing and flowing of this River is ob- 
ferved fo far up in the Countrey, that it is in a manner wonderful to relate, efpe- 
cially at the New or Full Moon. In this place it is at Icaft two miles over, and 
waters and makes fruitful the whole Province of Nanking. 

And laftly, Being paft the Cities of Nankjng, and Cbinkjang, itrulhes into the 
Ocean it felf through a great mouth, in which lyes an Ifland and City well guarded, 
and provided with Sonldiers and Ships. 

The Yellow River, by ftrangersfo called from thecolonr of the water, occa- 
fioned by the Yellownefs of the ground, is named Hoang in the Cbinefe Language, 
and fcems at firft to be very Moorifli ; but the fwiftnefs and great force of irs run- 
ning, makes it appear the quite contrary, for with fo incredible a fwifenefi does this 
River rim, that no Ships are able to Sail up againft its Stream, but are drawn up 
againft the fame by the main ftrength of a great number ot Track-menrwhich may 
proceed from its being ccintra&ed within fo narrow bounds ; for in fome places 
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it is but' half a mile broad, and in others a little broader, but in a continued courfe, 
for in length it extends above 800 miles. By this it appears, that this River next 
to that of K iang, is the biggeft and moft famous of all China ; and though it is 
naturally no other then a Forreigner that has invaded the Countrey, yet doesit 
not ftand in fear of their Laws (which will not permit a Forreigner to live 
among them) but as their revenger infults over them, by often laying their Coun- 
trey under Water in a moft lamentable manner. The Hills Quenlnn , from whence 
it has its Source, are in my opinion the Amazon Hills, being fituated not far from 
the Kingdom of Laor, or Tibet *, and that which is more, the very fituation of 
ti ofe ^lacesand Countries does demonftrate, that from the fame Hills the Rivers 

in haw,: and feveral other famous Streams, which water 
the parts -or Sion and Yeyu have their rife : For the Cbinefts. believe, audio report, 
the re? are very uuny great p ivers Southward that take their rife from thofe Hills. 
But to return whence wi. have digrefied ; after that this Yellow River is paffed 
beyond the vaft Ten ivories of /, fan and Tamju, which does notin the leaft be- 
long to the Empire of China , it runs before the City Lingao, not far from another 
called in the Province of Xenfc in the Empire of China , to the place where 

the great Wall (made to prevent the Invafions of the Tartars ) reaches toward the 
Eaft,. which it. like wife waflies*, then it runs with great fury as well toward the 
North as the Eaft, by one fide of the vaft Wildernefs called Samo, at leaft two 
thoufand Furlongs, and then turns toward the South, where it paffes through the 
Gate $e x which is in the Wall, and fo divides the two Provinces of Xenfi and 
Xanfi : Thence it runs into feveral other Provinces, whereof I have formerly 
made mention in the Defcription of our journey to Yelling. The waterofthis- 
Yellow River is very thick and muddy, the People report it will not grow clear in 
1660 '/ears , and therefore when they fpeak of any difficult undertaking, they 
life as a Proverbial fpeech among them to lay, When the Yellow River is clear. But 
riot wi z h ft ar.di ng this report of thefts, it is well known that the Seamen which fre- 
quent this River, h>c m Arcto make the water clear, by flinging Allomintoit, 
which being diffolved ihercin, mi ties the mud to fink to the bottom. 

*1 1 ^ 1 • . x “ * y 

0 / WATER-SHOOTS andGreat falls o/WATER. 

I N the Province of Xanfi , rear to Yingiao , is a great Fall of Water, which makes 
fuch a noife, that it is heard fome miles diftant. > 

In the Province, of Ktangji , uarti by the chief City Nanchang , is the Mountain 

Fechang , which fignifies the' Mountain of a hundred Rods, becaufe the waters 
there run fo far with great impetuoufnefs. ’ ’ 

In the River Chuent , which runs near to Xunbjng, through fteep and cragged 
Rocks, are thirty fix great Water-falls, which continually roar with a moft hide* 
ous noife. 

Near to the tenth Principal City of this Province, is a River called Xemnen , or 
Heng , which runs with great boifteroufnefs from a Water-fiioot that falls in- 
to it. 

The River Yao in its paflage by the City Litiiao , makes fo great a noife as if it 
Thunder’d. t • 

From the Mountains of Taye are Catara&s that fall with great force, at leaft four 
hundred Rod. 

Near to the City Tatt, is fo plentiful a Water-fall, that it has caufed a Mere or 
Lake. 

Near to the chief City of Choxang is a River called Xangynng^ wherein is fo 

great 
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great a fall ot the Waters, that when at any time a ftone is but flung into it, it 
cauies Rain and Thunder j which may well be efieemed a Prodigy. 

Near to the City H oeicheu, lyes the River Singan, which has at lead 360. Wa- 
ter- (hoots tailing into it, between Vales and Rocks. 

In the Province of Fofyen, near the City Tingcheu , is a River which runs to Jen - 
which hath many of thefe Water-falls, and dangerous Sands and Rocks, in- 
lomuch that when any Veflcls Sail down with the Stream, the Skippers to avoid 
Shipwrack, fling out great bundles of Straw before-hand, which flopping againft 
the Rocks, prefer ve the Veffels that ftrike againft them from beating themfelVes 
to pieces, and" fo avoid the danger. 

Near to the City Kiegan lyes the River Can , where the dangerous Rocks called 
Xetapan , take their rife } it is very hazardous to Sail down the River from this 
City, by reafon of blind Clifts and Sands which have deftroyed many VefTels ; for 
the Sands are not eafily difcoverable , the River running with great fwiftnefs 
over them $ and therefore whatever Skippers fail that way, take with them always 
an expert Pilot from this City. 

Near to the City Ce lyes the River lan, which fignifies Red, becaufethe Water 
thereof looks like Blood : They write, that this Water was formerly very clear and 
White, but that it received this colour by means of one Pei , a very faithful Gover- 
nour of his Countrey, who for fome reafons unknown killed himfelf upon the 
fide of this River, and ever fince the Waters have retained that tinfture. 

There runs a River before the fmall City Cm, in the Province of Suchue , it is 
called the River of Pearls i for that in the night it Gliders and Sparkles as if it were 
full of Pretious ftones. 

Before the City of Jungcbeu runs the River Siang, whofe water is of a Cryftal 
clcarncfs, fo that though the fame be feveral Fathoms deep, yet one may lee 
plainly any thing that lyes at the bottom. 

Near to Foming runs a fmall River from the Mountain Talao , the water where- 
of turns Blew in Harved j at which time the Inhabitants wafli their Cloths in the 
lame, to give them that colour, which it doth with as good efteci: as any Artificial 
Dyer could do. 

The River JCiemo, near to Paogan , has, as isfaid, water oi fuch a Nature, that 
it will bear no Veflel or Wood, but lb foon as it comes upon it, it finks as fud- 
dcnly as if it vaniflied in the Air. 

The like is the Rivevj^, near to Kanebetty and therefore called the weak River* 
becaufe it will bear nothing that’s heavy. 

Near to Cbingtien , upon the Mountain Cucai , is a fmall River, whofe waters are 
very fweet and well fented. 

Near to the City Han flows the River Co, the water whereof is very proper, and 
much ufed to fharpen Iron. 

Near to Cboxan is the River Cungyang, whofe water takes fpots and Rains out 
of all forts of Cloths, and is lo naturally cooling to the Air, that it tempereth the 
heat of the Summer j and therefore the Emperours of China have built a Palace 
over this River, to which they frequently refort to avoid the extraordinary 
heats. 

The River Kinxa , or the River of Gold, fo named becaufe the Inhabitants find 
great quantities thereof in the fame. 

Near to the City Pexan runs the River Che, but more peculiarly called Iloang - 
lung , that is the Yellow Dragon, for the Inhabitants fancy that they therein faw a 

Yellow Dragon in the time of the Race of Hana. 

The River Siangyn, which runs before M ielo, is famous, becaufe it was the oc- 
cafion of the obfervationof the Feafi Tuonu, which is obferved and kept through 
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day of the fifth month, in memor^fa certain faithful 
Governour,who drowned himfelf in this Rivet,to prevent fome T ray.ors that were 
olo ting to ake away his life ; he being a Man well beloved by the People over 
£ ruled, they to this day, as an honour to his Pofter.ty, and to continue his 
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from whence the Chintfes fetch the water which they ufe in Hour-glaffes inftead of 
Sand ; for that this water is the leaft fubjeft of all others to the alteration of 

Near to Khatamis a River called Seating, which fignifiesa Pipe or Flute, be. 
caufe the water running very fwift through clifts and ftony places, makes a very 

Near to Xwch'U is the River %>, which does infallibly cure feveral Difeales. _ 

In the Province of Chekiang, near the chief City of Hangchen, runs a River, 
which in regard of its courfe, is called fometimes Che, at other times Ceentang, and 
in feme places Cingan. This River caufeth upon the eighteenth day of the eighth 
month, fuch a very high Tide before this City, that it puzzles the Philofophers 
themfelves to know the meaning, or give the teafon of;for upon that day die water 
rifeth higher then at any other time of the year; by reafon of which fo very famous 
is this day, that the wholeCity about four a Clock, makes toward the River to be- 
hold the wonderful operation. 


Of SPRINGS, WELLS, and FOUNTAINS. 

I N Chiming , the fourth chief City of the Province of Peking, lyes a Mere, 
which hath its rife from two Springs, the waters of the one are very hot, the 

other very cold, and yet they lie very near together. ^ _ 

Upon the Hill Ganlo, near to the City Jungchang, is a ftone in the form ot a 
Mans Nofe, and from his Noftrils arife two fprings, whereof the one is warm, t e 

other cold. . . lt . 

In Tengeheu, the fifth chief City of the Province of Xanmng, is a Spring called 
Hanuen , which is a miracle of nature, for it Bubbles forth water both hot and cold 
at the fame time, which feparate and divide themfelves. 

In the Province of Xen/ijn the City of Lincheng, is a fountain as clear as Cry- 
fial, and is fcarcely five foot deep, yet the top thereof is very cold, but the bottom 
fo hot, that there is no enduring to touch it with ones foot. 

In the Province of Qnangft is a Spring, the one half whereof is clear, and the 
other muddy ; and although any perfon take of the waters and mingle them, yet 
neverthelefs they immediately part and divide, each receiving prefently their for- 
mer colours. . . , 

Near to Jnngping h a Spring, whofe water is fo hot, that it will boy 1 an Egge. 
Near to the City Hiaoy is a Hill called Caotung^ upon which are feveral warm 
Bathes and hot Springs. 

Near to fungcheng is a Hill called Gailo , upon which is a very deep Well, which 
ferves to the Inhabitants, by the obfervation of its rife or fall, for a fign of a fruit- 
ful or barren year. 

There are feveral other Springs and Waters in many other places of China* 
which are very remarkable for their qualities, and have great efteeni among 
them> becaufe they have had fufficient experience of their Vertues, wherewith we 
{hall no longer detain the Reader, but proceed to what follows. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Of HILLS and MOUNTAINS. 


V ERY curious, and indeed nice even to Superftition, are the Ctiinefes in 
the choice of Hills } for they fay and believe all their Fortune does depend 
upon it, being places inhabited, as they imagine, by Dragons, to whom they 
attribute the caufe of all their good Fortune : And for this caufe when any of 
them intend to ere& any Tomb (which is generally done among the Moun- 
tains by rich People) they diligently examine the lhape and nature of the Hill for 
its (ituation, and are very folicitous to difeover a happy piece of Earth ; and fuch 
they efteemfo, which has the refcmblance of the Head, Tayl, or Heart of a Dra- 
gon \ which once found, they imagine that according to wilh, all things (hall go 
well with their Pofterity. And this fancy is fo generally prevalent with all, thtt 
many there are who profefs this Art of telling Fortunes by the form of Hills. 

In the Defcriptionof Hills and Mountains, I {hall not only make mention of 
their largenefs, height, &c. but likewife of their Natures, Shape, Form, and 
the Beaftsthat live upon them, with feveral other things relating thereunto. 

The Mountain Lungciven, near to Kttngyang , is about two miles and half big. 
S tutting near to Xaobing , fills a place of (even miles and a half. 

L ofen near to Pohy is in its circumference eighteen miles and a half. 

Tiengo near to Pingkjangy is thirty one miles in extent, fo alfo is the Mountain 
Quangbia near to Nanking, 

The Hengy near to Hoenynen , is fifty miles large. 

The Ten begins at Jotyen, and reaches fixty three miles in length. 

At K inboa , near to Th , lyes the Mountain Kimingy which is the largeft in ex- 
tent of all the Mountains of China. 

The XintHSy near to Taigan , is three miles and a half high *, it is faid that upon 
the top thereof, at the firft crowing of the Cock, the Sun may be feen to rife. 
TheTiewta/isfive miles high. 

The Ventpiy in the Province of QueicheUy reaches with its top above the Clouds. 
At SintienXyes the Mountain Pity which is thehigheft of all Hills, and reaches 
far above the Clouds. 

Near to the City Xefan lyes the Mountain Tafungy which feems to touch the 


^Neart o Cangki is a very high Mountain called J uniat, which they entitle the 

Throne of Heaven. , _ , . . „ , , 

The Hocang is fohigh, that itafeends ten thoufand foot above the Earth, and 

never any Rain or Snow was feen to fall upon it. 

The Kitning near to the City T//, requires nine days T ravel to the top of it. 

In QHangfy near the City Jeyang, lyes the Mountain Paofungy whofe top reaches 

to the very Cloads, yet hath a Stone-Houfe built upon it. . . 

There are very many other wonderful Hills and Mountains in the Provinces ot 
China y which we {hall omit to mention for brevity fake, and {hall proceed tofpeak 
of their Shapes and Nature. . ... 

The Hills of Vtmten {how as if they hung m the Air. 

In the Province of Qnangfi is a Hill which bears the drape of an Elephant. 

The Mountain Viang relembles the lhape of a Man Having upright, with lu, 

head bowing downward. 
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Near to Paokj is a Hill called Chincang , whole concave parts are fuch, that 
before Stormy weather or Thunder, it will roar in fo fearful a manner, that the 
noife can be heard two miles. 

Near to Sinyang is a very high and pleafant Hill, whofe top againft Rain is al- 
ways covered with a Cloud. 

Near to Pingchm ■ v es the Mountain Peqni , of which it has been obferved, that 
the fnelting of the Vv inter Snow upon its top, is a fign of a plentiful year but if 
it continues all Summer unmelted, it is a bad fign. 

Upon the Mountain Kefin, near to the Garrifop Cities, it is extraordinary cold. 

Near to Nanking is a great Hill named Quanglin , which in the faireft weather 
is always fo very much covered with Clouds, that it is hardly to be feen at any little 
diftance. 

Near to Xaichcu lyes the Mountain Lingfung , upon which if any Rain do fall 
in the day-time, a great flame of Fire appears in the night, but in dry weather there 
is feen no luch appearance. • 

The Mountain Hoo is called the fiery Mountain, becaufe in the night-time cer- 
tain lights appear upon the fame as fo many burning Candles : Countrey People 

fpc ak them to be a fort of Glow-Worms, which creep out of the River by : night, 
and fhinc after this manner. 

Near to Mttnghoa lyes the Mount Tiemtlj called the Ear of Heaven, famous for 
a notable Eccho. 

The Mountain Quan is ftored with brave Hawks and Kites, which the great ones 
life for their recreations. 

The Chinefe Hiftorians relate, that near to Sinfung lyes a very great Hill, upon 
which fuch Wild Beafts and Men live, whofe likes are not to be found in any other 
place. 

Upon the top of the Hill F//«^<7(asisfaid) the incomparable and feldomfeen 
Phenix hath her Ncft, under which is found an extraordinary Pretious Stone. 

In the Province of Xenft, upon the Mountain Rolan , is a great Race of Wild 
Horfes ; and upon that of Liniao breed feveral Wild Oxen, Tygers, and other 
Creatures. ■ *> 

In the Province of Ch&kiang , upon the Mountain Cutien , an incredible thing to 
be told, are Tygers who have left off their fiercenefs, the nature of the Soil be- 
ing of that quality, that if any are brought thither wi ! d from other places, they 
become tame in a fliort time the fame thing happens to Snakes. 

Near to Ctnyven'm the Province oiJnnnanjs the Mountain Nilo , where is great 
abundance of Tygers and Leopards. 

In the Province of Such tie, near to Cunghjang, upon a Mountain called Toyung , 
are Monkies which very much refemblea Man. 

Near to the City Changcheu lyes the Hill Cio , upon which is faid to lye aftonc 
of five Rod high, and eighteen thick, which of its felf rowls and moves up and 
down againft foul weather. 

Near to Lioyang , upon the Mountain Toinea y which fignifies the Mountain of the 
rich Woman , is to be feen a fiatue of a very beautiful Woman, not made by Art, 
but grown there naturally. 

Near to the City Jengan , in a certain hollow place of the Mountain Chingleang , 
is to belecn a whole Herd of sfirange Idols, to the number of above one thoufand, 
being Images cut out of one hard ftone, and made by the command of a King, 
who lived all his life herein folitarinefs. 

Near to Vucheu , upon the Hill Vangfyu, ftands a ft range Image, inlhape and 
proportion refembling a Man, but attended with this peculiarity, that according 
to the feveral tempers of the Air, it receives feveral colours ; by the change where- 
of the Inhabitants know whether they fhall have fair or foul weather. The 
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The Emperour Xius imployed five thoufand Men to dig a paflWqTiite 
through the Mountain Fang *, for he had heard of the before-mentioned deceitful 
Mountain- gazers, who promife to fore-tell every perfons defliny bythe ihape 
of the Hills : fome of whom had given out that they fore-faw by this Hills Ihape 
that another Emperour fiiould iuddenly reign; wherefore Xius to fruftrate 
his approaching Fate, paufed this Hill to be cut through, to alter its fhape. 

Near to the City Ctng, upon the Mountain Loyo, ftands the Statue of a great 
Lvcn, out of whofe mouth gufhes water continually. 

Near to the City Xch , in the Province of Nanking, upon the Hill Cubing, was 
found a great lump of Gold, which has ever fince retained the Vertueof curing 
feveral Difcafes. 

The Hrll Kieuqnart , is called the Hill of feven Palaces, becaufe the Sons of 
King Cyttganc aufed feven Palaces to be built upon it, in which they were refident, 
and ftudied feveral Sciences. - : .--i 

The Hill Lin, near to the City Tauten , is very famous for the expert Archery 
of one Hevyns, who in this place {hot feven Birds flying, with feven Arrows one 
after another.. 

Near to the City Ceu , is the Mountain Changing , very much noted for the Birth 
of the great and admired Philofopher Gonfutius. Here alfo are to be feen the 
Ruines of fome City or Town that formerly flood upon it. 

Near to the City K token lyes the Hill Fang, not a little frequented by rcafon 
of the Tomb of the Anceftors of Cottfutins there to be feen. 

The Hill Kisncbin , near to Hanyang, has its name from nine Virgins that were 
Srfters, and lived always Maids upon this Hill fludying Chymiftry. 

Near to the City Cn, lyes the Mountain Cn, where reports fay King Ci buried 
much Gold ; and afterwards, became he would not have it difeoverd, put to 
death all thofe that were employed hiding it but by chance a young Son of 
one of the Murdered Work-men, taking notice what his Father was doing, and 
bearing the fame in his mind, when he came to years of Difcretion, went and took 
it away, with the caufe of his Fathers death felicitating his own life. 

Upon certain high Hills of the Province of Suchue, where it borders upon the 
Province Honan, lyes a Kingdom called abfolute of it felf, and no ways fub- 
je& to the Empcrours of China ', only upon the account of honour, and the 
maintaining of a good correfpondence, receives from the Chinefe Monarch his 
Crown and Scepter. Thcfe High-land People will in no wife fuffer the Chinefes to 
come amongft them, and very hardly to fpeak to them : The People of this King- 
dom are the ifine of them who fled out of the Province of Huqttang, to avoid the 
outrages of the Enemy at the end of the race of Cheva, and betook themfelves to 
thefe high Mountains for fafety , where ever fince their Pofterity hath conti- 
nued, poffefling innumerable brave Vales, and incomparable good Lands, which 
arefecured againft the Invafion or Inroads of any Enemy. 

Upon fome of the Mountains in China are great ftore of wild People, whob/ 
rcafon of the narrow and difficult pafl’ages to them, are not to be brought under 
fubjeftion to the Emperour, notwithflanding the great endeavours that have been 
ufed to effea the fame. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Of MINES of all forts, as METALS, STONE S, &c. 


W ITHIN the fpacious Continent of this Empire, and chiefly upon the 
Mountains, are found many rich Mines, as well of Silver and Gold, as 
other Metals in great abundance*,yettodig for Gold or Silver out of any of them, 
is forbid, although it remains free for any perfon to feck for Gold upon the fides 
and banks of Rivers, where the fame is alfo found in great quantities, with which 
all the Countrey drive their Trade by Bartering and Exchanging it away for other 
Commodities, Upon the Mountain Yocheu is digged up a green ftone, which be- 
ing beaten to a powder, affords the Painter a moft delicate Vert. There are alfo 
feveral excellent Stone Quarries* among which l'ome of Marble, whereof they 
make Tables and other curious Ornaments for their Houfes, it having fuchftrange, 
yet natural veins , that by their concentring, the fhapes of Hills, Waters, Trees, 
Flowers, are fo admirably figured upon the fame, as if the moft exquifite Artift 
of the world had depifted them therein with his Pencil. 

In the Province of Peking is found a very clear White and Red Marble, as alfo 
Touch-ftones, and feveral other Sorts of Stones, which for colour and hardnefs art 
much valued : And upon the Mountain Xaitnng , in the Province of Xattfi, the 
Jafper- ftone of feveral colours } fo alfo in X( nft, upon the Hill Jo , are very clear 
ftones, which for their luftre and fparkling refemble Diamonds. 

Red Marble isdigged out of Mount Kinn. 

In i Snchue, on Mount Tiexe, the ftones that grow there being burnt in the fire, 
drop Iron, which is very fit for the making Swords. 

The Hill Cucay near Chingtien , brings forth Trees and Stones Red of colour ; 
where on the other fide, in the Province of Huqnang, all the Produ&s of the Hill 
Hoati (which fignifies the Yellow Hill} even to the Earth and Stones, are of a 
Gold colour. 

There are feveral other Hills which produce ftrangc and Pretious Stones, as the 
Hill Xeyen, fo named becaufe that after rain there are found ftones upon the 
lame refembling Swallows j many other produce variety of ftones, held in great 
efteein by reafon of experiments which have been made of them in the cure of 
many Difeafes, as all forts of Agues, Fevers, Calentures, &c. And as in fome 
places are fuch variety of rare and Phyfical ftones, fo in other arc Earth and Me- 
dicinal Drugs ; namely, 

In the Province of Qjtangfi , near to the City Cinchen , is digged up a certain Yel- 
low Earth, which is a powerful Antidote againft all manner of Poifon. And, 

In the jurifdiftion of Huquang there are feveral places where they gather up 
great ftore of Manna, which the Natives take for a Frozen Dew. 

In the Province of Xanfi, upon the Mountain Tape, they dig up a certain Earth 
fo Red, that they ufe it for Vermilion to Print their Red Seals: Whereas upon 
the Mountain Nieaxn the Earth is fo White, that it is ufed by the Women inftead 
of Painti for being diflblved in Water, it ftrangely embellifheth the face which is 
wafhed therewith. Here alfo they have Mines of Coals, which are like to thofe 
in Europe. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Of roots, herbs, flowers, reeds, trees, 

J and FRUITS. 


:fc X 


T or A,„d Urge Territories of this Empire, which reach riot only very 
H E vaft and g T fo f|0m Sol , t h to North, occafioneth that .n no 

far fromEaft to W ^ ^ of Fmks is p , 0 duced ; the trueand 

iingle part of the Univer , g J o{ ^ A ; r ( w l,ich muft of ncceffity 

natural caufe whereof is h ^ /being by experience known, that feme 

t&L* [ ~ “*• 

/red Air ; all which are to be found ,n thclt Books, what 

P The L.earned among rhemfelves have oefenbedat iculat ’ Relati . 

each Province doth produce . y t e vie , j j „ s neceflary for the 

ons, this may be affirmed for truth rn general, that all thmg * 

fuft’enance of Man, as well as tor dehght reo from ^ 

without being beholden to thc.r Neighbour^ ^Andthu m ^ fo J 

own knowledge affirm, t thing? Nature hath ffipplyed that fingle 

^^ft^iffidivers'other things beyond thofe we haw^n^repr.^^h^iw^that^it may 

"c/bte miU SrhaTb/lf 'tlfi’s Empire, and the Inhabitants thereof, I lhall 

o( Teking) gro r r ye r f: nt 

In Juntptng (the chiet y b ut by the Wanders of Japan, 

root, and of great efleem, called by tbcmu*jf» a , from its n,ape , in 

Nr/i ■■ The reafon of the Cbwefe name e . un |i| iC to the Man- 

regard it Artificially rcfcmbles a Man i .t » not ™^iXb t but it is afor. 
dra Jan of Europe, only it is much lefs ,n i anJ vcrtuc . This Root 

”'i“r' aUriih w**-! 

tagcintie u ct ^ , 5 nnahtto deaths door ; for which its moft rare quali- 

it" become' offo great price, that a pound thereof is weighed againft three 

P Th1sRom Mo hath made noteable the City of Lean, in the Province of Xanf-, 
which Province produces a great many incomparable medicinal Roots and Herb , 
efpecially K ubarb, which does not grow wild, as fomc report, but on the c “ nt ^’ 
is raifed and encreafed with great care and diligence. The Root is not hol o , 
but very firm and knotty, the leaves thereof in feme fort refemblmgour Obbage 
leaves, but much bigger. The Chine fa make a hole through the Roots. an g 
them up in the (hade, where the Sun may not dune upon them ; for the Sun- 
extra/ their vertue from them. From hence, and from Snchue comes for the molt 
part all the Rubarb which is brought into Europe by Sea, or through the King- 
doms of Cafcar, Eebet, Uugor, and Perfia. Ignorant therefore altogether are th y 
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in Affairs, that will have Rubarb grow in thofe parts; whereas in truth, we only 
receive it from hence ; but they buy it of the Chinefes, and Tranfport it in OiiiL 
den. Near to Liping, grows the beft Root of China , there is of two forts, the true 
and counterfeit, yet both natural ; the true grows near to this City, and in other 
places the counterfeit ; or to fpeak more properly, the wild Root, and is that 
which is brought generally into Europe : It is of a Reddifli colour within, but nei- 
ther fo big, nor of fo great vertue as the true, which grows and encreafes under 
ground , almoft after the manner of Potatoes in India, and efpecially in old Pine- 
Tree Woods, from whence they fay, this Root proceeds, firft bf all from the Gum 
or Juice of the Pine-Tree, which falling upon the ground, takcsRoot, and brings 
forth an Herb, which by degrees fpreadsit felf upon the Earth, and grows under 
ground with knotty Roots, in ffiape, bignefs, and colour, not unlike to the Indian 
Coco Nuts, but thinner and foftcr, which they ufeinfeveral Medicines. This 
Root was firft known in Europe , 1535. when the Chinefes brought the fame 
to be fold in the City of Goa , in India ; and although the like Root may grow in 
other parts of India, asalfoin the Weji-Indies , yet is it much inferiour in good- 
nefs to that of the Eafi ; the beft whereof is taftlefs, heavy, found, and firm. ^ 



This Root has a particular vertue, according to the Writing of Garcias , for the 
cure of the Spaniflj Pox, and is foveraign againft the Itch, Tremblings, Aches, 
Gout, <&c. It is alfo very good for a weak Stomack, Head-ache, the Stone in the* 
Bladder proceeding from Cold. Acojla gives this Defcription of the China Root, 
that whofoever ufeth the fame for the cure of the Pox, may eat all manner of 
Food, either flcfli or fiffi, without any hurt to themfelves, or to the operation of 
the Medicine ; which by the Chinefes and Indians is thus ufed. They take two 
ounces of the Root, and half an ounce of Parfly, and boyl it in two quarts of 
water, to a third part, which they referve in a Pot for ufc ; and when any are Sick, 
they drink a good draught, and go and lye down upon their Bed covered warm : 
Two hours before Supper they drink another draught, but for their daily drink 
they take it cold ; fome take every morning and evening the fourth part of an 
ounce of this Root, beaten fmall, and put into Wine, which is fo innocent in ope- 
ration, that they may go abroad about their Affairs without any inconvenience. 

Mnim There 


24 >6 




of general ‘Defcription of 



There alfo grows great ftore of Cinger in this Countrey, and fo purely, and 
with fuch celerity, as exceeds all in other Countries ; though it is true, in feveral 
other parts there is great ftore of Ginger to be had , as at Betigale , and upon the 
Iflands of MoIhcco , &c. which is for the moft part brought into Europe. Of this 
Pvoot there are two forts, Male and Female, which laft is fmaller of Leaf and Root 
then the firftithe Leaves are very like the Leaves of Reed, fo that whofoever never 
law any Ginger grow, would take them to be Reeds. The Leaves of the Male fort, 
through which run fome greater linews or veins, rife not much higher then three 
foot above ground : The Roots are of feveral weights and bignefs, whereof fome 
have the length of four Spans, full of Knots, and (hooting not deep into the 
the ground, but like Reeds, grow upon the Surface of the Earth, and are digged 
out of the ground when the Leaves are withered, which is about the middle of 
Summer j when they take them up, they break off a piece, and fling it into the 
ground again for an increafe. The Roots frefli taken up, by reafon of their 
abounding moifture, are not fo hot of tafte as the dryed, which are laid a little in- 
to the Sun to harden ; thus prepared, they fling mould or clay upon them, to pre- 
vent them from being Worm-eaten, which this Root is very fubje&toj ie in- 
creafcs very faft, as do all other Spices which grow in fuch places as lye near the 
Sea. And though the Chine fes and others plant Ginger amongft the reft of their 
Herbs, yet however it grows alfo wild and of it felf, but falls (hort of the good- 
nets that may be found in the cultivated. When any who intending to make 
Merchandize of this Commodity, put up and condite the fame, they firft pare it, 
and put it immediately into Pickle or Vinegar for an hour or two ; afterwards they 
take it out and lay it in the Sun to dry for an hour or two longer, then they take 
ic again into the houfe, put it up into a dry place, and there Jet it lye till all the 
moifture is drawn out which done, they put it into Pickle, with good ftore of 
Sugar : And this kind of ordering makes it pleafant to the Pallat, and abates much 
of its heat. And this is generally known by the name of Green Ginger, which 
a- a Sal let is tiled by the Chinefes amongft other eatable Herbs, and is indeed very 
loveraign for feveral Di'ftempcrs, as pain in the Belly, Cholick, Flux, &c. But 
fuch as are of a hot conftiiution; ought to be very moderate in its ufe, for that it is, 
apt to inflame the blood. 
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Mod of the Provinces of China abound as well in all manner of eatable, as 
medicinal Herbs. We will defend a little into particulars 

In the Province of Xe«/! near to the chief City Kingyang, growsa Herbcalled 
.f’f'f wh |clifot'tsre(embiancetoaTuftofycllow Hair, the Cknefes call the 
Golden Silk, or the Cold Thred of Silk- Worms ; it is of a bitter taftc, and 

rather of a cooling then warming quality ; it cures all manner of Scurf of the 
Body. 


Here alfo grows another Herb called Qnei, good againft Melancholy, and 
which occalioneth joy and gladnefs of heart, if fwallowed down. 

Near to the City Cm, upon the Hill focbnng, grows an Herb called Hoako which 
whofoever eats, becomes barren and unfruitful. 


Near to Cmgcbeu , in the Province of shantung , lye forne Iflands, wherein 
grows an Hctb called Lttngfiu , which makes Horfes ftrong and fwift of Heels that 
eat of the fame. 


Near the fame City grows the Herb of i ooc years, fo called *, but they farther 
affirm of it, that it is immortal, and never dyes. The water wherein the fame has 
been infufed, being drank, makes White Hair Black, and is very good to prolong 
life. There are befides thefe, feveral other incomparable Herbs, wlfich areufed 
amongft them for the cure of Diftempers of all forts. 

In the Kingdom of Tanyeu grows a certain Herb very high amongft the Rocks, 
which will not burn when flung into the Fire, and there kept for fometime •, only 
it will turn a little Red, but as foon as out of the fire, prefently recovers its pri- 
ftine and natural colour ; yet although it refift Fire, yet immediately turns to 
dirt being put into water. 

In the Province of Quantnng, near to Kinnchen, grows the }AdibChifung y fo 
called, becaufe it (hows which way the wind blows j the Sea-men fay they 
can difeover by the fame what ftormy weather they (hall have before they go to 
Sea. 

In the Province of gnangfi^ near to Chincheu , the Inhabitants make a kind of 
Cloth of a certain Herb called f«, which is efteemed far before Silk, and much 
dearer. 

But in the Province of gueicben, near to Liping , they make Cloth of an Herb 
very like Hemp, and called Co \ this is very commodious in Summer. To 
conclude, 

The Cbincfe Phyficians fay, that upon the Mountain Tiengo grow above ioo 
forts of Simples, all of vfcry foveraign vertues. 

But amongft all others, China is famous for an Herb called Thea or Cba, and 
whereof the Natives and other Neighbouring People make their drink called Tbea 
or Cba , taking its name from the Herb. 
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Of all the places in China this Herb grows fafteft, and in greatefl abundance* 
in the Province of Nanhjng, near to the City of Lncheu : and indeed the fame is 
only found in China , Siam , and in the Ifland oC Japan ; the Leaves thereof are very 
like unto thofe of Sumach^ and that this is a fort of Sumach^ none need to doubt ; 
however it fpringsnot wild, but by manuring, is no Tree, nor Herb, but a Bufh 
or Shrub, w hich they Plant upon little Hills three foot afunder, and grow as high 
as a Rofe-tree : The branches whereof are full of Flowers, and thin Leaves of a 
dark Green colour, which though they differ notin fhape, yet they are of feveral 
fixes v for upon one Shrub are at lead: of five feveral degrees in bignefs •> the nrlt 
and biggeft grow upon the lowermoft Sprigs ; next fo them follow thofe of the 
next fixe, and are lcffer then the firft,and fo by degrees grow all the other forts. But 
fomuch as thefe Leaves decreafe upward in bignefs, fo much the more they increafe 
in price ^for a pound of dryed Leaves of the firft bignefs is worth $ Dutch Shillings} 
that ofthefccond bignefs is worth 50 (hillings; but that of the third 5 Guilders; that 
of the fourth 1 5, and that of the fifth and laft bignefs fifty; yea, fometime 1 50 Guil- 
ders a pound, if well prepared. Upon the branches grow fmall green buds, w r hich 
produce IittleFlowers with White Leaves,Ycllow within, and in bigne fs, fafiiion and 
colour, very like the Flower of Sweet-Briar, but different from it in imell. After that 
the Flowers are filed, there remains a Husk w'hich contains ablackifli Seed, which be- 
ing fowed in the ground, brings forth the third year new Buflies,from whofcLeaves 
is gathered every year a rich Harveft, and that in fuch places where it Rains and 
Snows, as it doth in Europe ; fo that it is probable enough that there might be 
Bullies raifed from that feed, if it werefownin fome fiiady fruitful European foyl* 
It is full of fpreading Roots, which run but fiiallow in the ground, and are good 
for nothing ; but the Leaves they gather every day, and drying them in the fiiade, 
prefervethem for their drink Ihea , which they ufe inftcadof Beer, not only at 
Tables, but upon all Vifits and Entertainments; and which is more, whofoever 
has any thing to dilpatch in the Palaces of the Grandees , is Prefented as foon 
a^ he is feated, with a Cup of this Liquor, which is alwaies drunk, or rather fupped 
off hot, according to the fafiiion of the Antient Romans, who efteemed more of 
warm then cold water. If at any time this Liquor proves bitter to the tafte, they 

mingle 
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mingle a little Sugar with it, and drink it to drive away drowfinefs: But fuch 
elpeciallylind the benefit in drinking thereof, who hav£ over-charged their fto- 
maehs with eating, or difcompofed their brains with too much ftrong drink : For 
it is a very great dryer of grofs humours, and difpels vapours, occafioning deep. 
It lengthens the Memory, but increafes Gall, if drank in too great a quantity. 
In brief, they extol the Vertues of this Drink infinitely, and attribute their not 
having the Stone or Gout to this, as they term it, mod Noble drink : which we 
may believe the rather, becaufe in all our Journey forward and backward, we 
law no bodyafl!i$cd with thefe Diftempcrs. 

There is a very great difference in the manner of preparing and ufing this Li- 
quor between the Chine fes and thofe of Japan ; for the Japonners beat the Leaves 
to a Powder, and mingle it with boiling Water in a Cup, which they afterwards 
drink oft : But the Chinefes put the Leaves whole into a Pot of boiling Water, 

which having lain in fteep for fome time, they ftp off hot, without fwallowing 
down any of the Leaves, but only the Quinteffence thereof extrafled. Others 
prepare it with Milk and a little Salt mingled with the Water, which is not fo well 
approved : But however prepared, it is not only drunk in China , and other parts of 
India, but is much ufed likewife in divers other Countries ; and the general con- 
fent of all people, that they find much good by it* enhances the price, and makes 
the fame to' be fold here at a very dear rate. 

In Xenfi, near the City Hachen, is great ftoreof Hemp *, but in all the Empire 
there is no Flax known to grow. 

In Kiangfi, near the City Kienchang , grows a fort of Rice, fo far exceeding the 
reft for goodnefa, that the Emperourhimfelf fends for his own ftores from thence* 
and for its excellency, the Chinefes call it Silver Corn. 

In Xenfr, near the City Kingyang, grows a fort of Rice, ufed by the people to 
purge the Body, and caufe Urine. 

In the Province of Chefyang, upon the Mountain Tienno, near the City Hang* 
cbe?t , grow in great abundance Mufhroms, which are difperfed into all parts of the 
Country, and will keep good a whole year either dryed or pickled. 
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In this Land alio grows abundance of Cottons, the feed whereof was brought 
thither above 500 years fince : And although this Fruit docs like wife grow 
in other parts at prefent, as in Arabia, upon the Wands of Cyprus, Maltha , in 
Sicily , and in Egypt \ I think it not amifs to reprefent unto you in the annex- 
ed Print, the figure of this Fruit or Cotton, as alfo of the Tree that bears it 
(fince it is in eftett one of the chiefeft Chinefe Trades ) and deferibe the fame in 
a few words. 

This Cotton grows upon a ftalk almoft three foot high, covered with a 
reddiOi Bark, and full of a kind of prickles, dividing it felf into feveral Bran- 
ches. 'The Leaves hanging upon long fhoots, are not unlike thofe of the Vine, 
and divided into three parts, which for bignefs may be compared with thofe of 
the Maft-Trec. The Flowers are yellow, in the middle red, upon which follows 
a round fruit, about thie bignefs of an Apple, wherein, when it is ripe, the Wool 
lyes concealed, which is afterwards gathered, fold, and difpofed of to feveral 
ufes. 

The Leaves of the Cotton-Tree are generally alike, only here and there fome 
are {moodier, fofrer, and more even then others. 

In fome places o \ China, Beans may be feen growing upon Trees. 

A fort whereof near the City Changchang are reputed good againft Poyfon. 

The Province of g^uantung produces abundance of Ofiers, which feem to be no 
other then Ropes twifted together by Nature ; of which there are whole Moun- 
tains fall in this Province, which are put by the Inhabitants to divers ufes : and in 
regard they are very tough, and will not eafily break, they make fometimes Cor- 
dage thereof for Velfels j but their beft ufe is to make foft MattrafTes, upon which 
moft of the People, the Grandees, and the Emperour himfelf,lay themfelves naked, 
when they go to fleep. Very neat and clean is this furniture, and withal very cool 
in the Summer and though the MattrafTes be only fpred on the bare floor, yet 
they look upon it as a fifphceto lyr upon, having been ufed to lye no otherwife. 
The whole Ifland of Hainams full df thefe Ofiers, efpecially of the belt, which the 
Portuguefes call the white Kota, 


FLOWERS. 

T Here are feveral rare and well-fcented Flowers which grow in thefe parts, 
that are unknown to thofe of Europe. 

in the Province of Suchue , near to Chungking, grow certain Flowers called 
Meutang, in high efteem among/! them, and therefore called the King of Flowers. 
It differs very little in fafhion from the European Rofe , but is much larger, and 
fpreads its Leaves further abroad. It far furpaffes the Rofe in beauty , but 
falls fliort in richnefs of feent. It has no thorns or prickles, is generally of a 
white colour, mingled with a little Purple ; yet there are fome that are yellow 
and red. This Flower grows upon a Bufh, and is carefully cherifhcd and planted 
in all Gardens belonging to the Grandces,for one of the moft choice Flowers. 

In the Province of Huquang, near the City Tan, is a great Cataraft which occa- 
fions a Mere wherein grow Flowers of a Saffron colour, whofe like are no 
where elle to be feen in all thofe Countries. Several of thefe Flowers grow 
upon one Root, they are fomething bigger then a Lilly of Europe, and much 
hand fome r : for fafhion, refembling Tulips. The Leaves of the ftalksare 
large and round, and drive upon the water, as the leaves of fome Weeds do in 
Europe, which at their fealon, they gather and. dry, and by this means are 
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But amongft all other?, the Cbinefe Rofe mu ft defcrvedlv * i , 
changes colour every day twice ; for one time its all P ] ta vC P Jace > w hch 
Snow-white : And were the feent thereof pleafant or ail0 . ther time 

merit challenge the World for a Peer. ^ Rightful, it might with 

from h , C he’ Flower ° f *?*"**• takes its Na ™ 

where fo plentifully as in this Province, cliiefly^ndfr tllTco r"" FV) • yCt - 
They grow upon a very high Tree which hac r r» " Command of this City. 

Laurel or Cinnamon- Trce^; but the Flowers are veR 16 ^ 

have a fine fmell. After they are once in Flower t hL, ’ ^ °] v of c ? Iour > and 

ing, without withering or (bedding, or falling from the Tree "”3^°"! "T b !° W ' 
done blowing, the Tree (hoots out anain wirMn . Y ’ . . after the y have 

!^4 f° fragrant, wLt£e£g£v.’ 

they colour anVp'aint the ItaTof their Ho^ Em th^™”7 ’ 

cate Confers of the Flowers, which are delicious to the tafte, an^Teaft^to £ 

Near to Kinhoa in the Province of Chekiang, is a certain Flower by the P Mu . 

guefes in I»d, a called Mogonn: It grows upon a very fmall Tree is M lk-wh te 
and not unlike to the Teflamv-flower « n lu ;*■ uL , s m . wfiItc ’ 

the Tcflamv far for fmell * for pi ’ • D ^ C ! as more ^ cavc s> and exceeds 
TV FI • • 1 ’ lor Flower is enough to perfume a whole Houfe 

This Fewer, s n, very great efleem with them, fo that in cold weaker th£dh- 

gently houfe the Pots ,n which they grow. And laftly, near the City P'JITL 
Quiecheu, grows in great abundance the well-fcented Jeffamy. } D 


reeds. 


A S 7 OU !,:lvefc ™ the Variety of Herbs, Plants, Flowers, Sic. thereisyetano 
er cx raor inary matter, and that is of Reeds : For in Xanbitng, nei 

Natrne ^ “ * S four - ri J uare > h againft the common Conrfe t 


In Huj'Mg, near the Mountain, grows a fort of R ee d, which will Iaft only 
three years; but like acareful Sire, before it dyes, it (hoots out afrefh at the Root : 
thus every three years renewing by death, and riling again. 

In the Province of Nanking, near Hoaigan, is a great" Mear, wherein grows very 
large and high Reeds, greatly efteemed by the Inhabitants. 

In Qulhihung, near the City Lochang, upon the Mountain Chang , grows a black 
Reed, whereot the Chine fes make Pipes and fe vcral other things, of as pure a black 
and mining colour, as if they were made of Ebony. 

In the fame Province, upon the Mountain Lofen, grows a Reed, exceeding all 
the rclt tor length and thicknefs, the flalks being atleaft four foot thick. 

In the Province of Cbehjang , near the City of Chuchen, runs a Rivulet, in which 
grow feveral forts of Reed or Cane, as hard as Iron, and oftentimes three handful 
thick : And although it be hollow, yet it is of firength fufficient to bear a great 

burden without breaking. The biggeft grows three or four rod high : Some 
having green ftalks, other coal-black. It makes a very pleafant fiiow, not only 
becaufe of the flourifiiing Verdure of the Leaves, for the moftpart of tire year, 

but 
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but alio bccaufe of the feveral colours produced by the various forts that grow all 
together Of this, notwithftanding its hardnefs before-mentioned, fuch as are 
sVdful Artifts, and knowhow to fplit the fame into very thin pieces, makeMat- 
traiTes Baskets Canes, &c. Of the thinner and fmaller fort, they make Pikes and 
Lances, which have (harp Irons at the ends. They ufe it likewife to feveral other 
ufes cfpecially for the making of Perfpeaive-glaffes, in regard it is light, ftraight, 
thick and firm. The water that runs from this Reed, when it is laid green upon 
the fire, is found, being taken inwardly, to be very foveraign to drive out of the 
body all putrified blood, occasioned by blows, falls, or otherwife. The young 
, boots of it, before they have leaves, are boiled with flefii like Turnips, and pickled 
in Vinegar are kept all the year for Sauce. 


The Province of Suchne produces great ftore of Sugar-Canes , from whence 
they draw great quantities of Sugar, and that none of the wor A. And though 
there has grown for a long time great quantities of fuch Canes in this Province j 
yet the Inhabitants never knew how to extra# Sugar from them, until they were 
taught by a certain Indian Prieft, who accidentally riding with his Afs through a 
field of Sugar-Canes, was detained by the Owner thereof for fpoiling the fame, 
and would not let himpafs until he bad made fatbfa&ion for what damage he had 
done : whereupon the Prieft, to redeem his Afs, difeovered to that Country-man 
the way of making Sugar out of thole Canes. This ReedorGane grows very 
fall upon Moorilh grounds, and has leaves like unto the Reeds in Europe , (hooting 
fix or feven foot high, and being about two or three fingers thick, and full of 
knots i the pipes of it are full of a white pithy fubftance, out of which they 
fqueeze the Sugar. The manner for increaling this Cane, ufed by the Chine /ex, is as 
follows:The ground is firft ploughed up,and laid intoFurrows, wherein they plant 
the young (hoots, and afterward fill up the Furrows with Mud. The moifter it 
Rands, the better it will thrive, and in a years time come to perfe&ion j and then 
they cut down the old, and plant new ones : But lometimes they let it ftand until 
the fecond year, which is not much amifs ; but if it be not then cut down, it will 
be good for nothing. It will continue for many years, if this courfc be taken to 
preferveit, and if it be planted in moifi: and fertile Earth, and that the Worm 
get not to the Root i but what of it (lands in dry grounds, will hardly continue 
five years without tranfplanting. Amongft 



Amongft thefe various forts of Reeds, may be comprehended another kind, that 
grows Upon fotae Mountains in China in great abundance, and is called by the 
Indians K otang i but in Europe, Rotting , or Japan Canes. And though theie 
Canes are ufed in Europe to walk with 5 yet the young branches thereot being 
full 0 f juyee, are eaten raw by the Chine fes. When thefe Canes are dryed, and 
ftrnck one againft another, there will flyefparksof fire from them, as from a 
Flint, and as fuch are made ufe of in fome places of the Mies. This fort ot 
Reed is very tough, and being green, is made ufe of inftead of Cords to tye or 
bind any thing withal. The Inhabitants of Java, Japan , and other Wanders, 
make therewith Cables for Anchors, which will laft longer in Salt-water then 
Ropes made of Hemp *, and when any Merchants Ship trading thither from 
Europe, need any, they make ufeof thefe, they being ftrong enough to hold the 
weiJnieft Anchors. The fruit of this Rotting or Cane is eatable, and pleafant to 
the palate in form fome what round, and about the bignefs of a Ball, having a 
(hell like a Cheftnut, hard, but brittle. Upon every Joynt, from the bottom to 
the top fp routs out a fmall branch inftead of leaves, upon which hangs the fruit in 
clutters' P Within the body of this fruit is a white kernel, of which they extract an 
Ov I not only good to eat, but very foveraign in the Cure of Wounds, if dreft 
therewith : to that the Indian Slaves, if they receive hurt at any time from thefe 

R ming s or Canes, wherewith they are wont to becocreaed, they forthwith ma c 

l f B° (ides thel'e before-mentioned, there are found as well in China as divers other 
parts of th clmlict, two other dift'erent fortr, which are called by the Indians 
P / TK#. f rial Ur of thefe is full of pith, but the other fo far exceeds all tne 

(Tforbi Je tt 7 h I do not wonder i /the lead, if fome Writers both ancient 
reft tor bignels, that 1 ^ ind called Bamboes , grows in 

and modern, have fomet.mes called « a Tree. lh. K. .g 

Moorilh or Fenny grounds » ^ ^’to make Chairs of, fuch as they are 
purpofe to theC b,nefts fometimes make their VVher- 

of arefomevvhat likethofe of the Olive-Tree. 

Of 
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Of TREES. 

T HIS Empire doth alfo very much abound with Trees ; not onlyfuch as 
grow in Europe , but feveral other of a more ftrange nature, not known in 
our parts of rhe World. 

In the Province of Suchu , in the fmall City of Kien , (lands an Idol-Temple, 
wherein is a Tree called Ciennien , that is to fay, the Tree of a thoufand years 5 
which is fo prodigioufly large, that 200 Sheep may (land in covert under one 
branch of it, without being feen, though you come near to it. 

In the fame Province grows a fort of Beans upon a Tree, fo very hard, that the 
people, by reafon thereof, call them Stone-beans. 

In the Province of Hhquang grows a Tree, named the Tree of Sleep *, for that, 
as fome report? a branch of this Tree applied to any part of the Body, caufes a 
fweet and pleafant deep. 

In the Province of Chekjang, near the fmall City Singbiang , grow fuch extra- 
ordinary large Trees, that fou rfcore men are not able to fathom them about : 
Nay further, there are fome of thofe Trees (ni fallit fama) of that vad bignefs, 
that one branch will covert at lead 40 men. 

In the Province of Macao is a Tree called by the PortugHefef the Iron-Tree, in 
regard the Wood thereof, both for colour, heavinefs, and hardnefs, refembles 
Iron refufing to fwim , and prefently finking when it comes into the 
Water. ’ ; 

In the Province of Quantung, near Chaohjng^ grows great (tore of fweet and 
welMcented Wood, whereof the Inhabitants make Tables, Chairs, Chefis, &c; 

In the Province of Quangfi they make Linnen or Cloth of the Leaves of 
Trees. : ’ . , i- 

In the Province of Chehjang are feveral Woods confiding of Mulberry-Trees, 
which the Inhabitants cut every year, that fo they may not grow up to any large- 
nefs *, for they find by Experience, that the leaves of the lower Trees make the 
bed Silk : fo that by this only means, all that keep Silk- worms know very well 
how to didinguilh the firft fpining of the Silk from the fecond, becaufe the fird is 
the produd of the foft and tender Leaves, which (hoot forth in the Spring, and 
are then eaten by the Worm ; but the hard and fowre Summer-leaves make the 
fecond fpiping j which alteration of the fame food does occafion fo greata diffe- 
rence in the Work of thefe fmall Creatures. And fuch is the infinite abundance 
of Silks in this Province, that ten Suits of Silk may be bought cheaper then one of 
Cloth in Europe . ,» 
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In the Province of Qutmgji, near the City Citicheu, is great fiore of Cinnamon- 
Trees, which differ only in this from thofe of Ceylon, in thacitisftrongerof feent, 
and hotter upon the tongue. The Tree upon which it grows, is about the big- 
nets of an Orange-Tree, and has many long, thick, and ftraight Branches, whofe 
Leaves have fome Analogy with thofe of the Laurel : It bears a Snow-white and 

\\ cll-fcented Flowet, fiom whence is produced a Onart fort of fruit, which being 
neglected by the people, is eaten up by the Birds and Monkies: From this fruit 
drops a Joyce which has the tafte of Cinnamon, but not fo ftrong : The 
Wood of the Tree has neither fmell nor tafte, info much that Nature feems to 
have deprived all the parts of this Tree of its virtue, and only beftowed it upon its 
Bark, to raile it to the higher efteem, and draw from thence the greater advantage. 
This Tree, as all others, has a double Bark } thefirftis a very pleafant kind, and fo 
thin, that it cannot be diftinguiftied from the other, but by its greennels : for 
afterwards when it is dry, it flicks fo fa ft to theinwardmoft Bark, ‘that it can nei- 
ther be fecn nor tafted, nor peeled oft. The green inward Bark, when this out- 
ward Rind is taken oft', is flippery and fmooth. Being thus peeled and cleanfed, 
it is cut into four-fquare pieces, and laid a drying in the Sun, afterwards rowled 
up, and put into Barrels, and fo tranfported intoEurope^in the fame form as we have 
it, and lee it fold in all parts. After that the Bark is peeled off*, the Tree will 
ftand two or three years naked without getting a new Bark } but after that time, 
the Bark will re-increafe, and is fit to be new peeled. The Inhabitants fay, that 
the Root of this Tree produces a Sap not unlike to Camphire. The Chinefes and 
Wanders of Ceilon diftill from the green Bark and the frefli Flowers ( almoft after 
the fame manner as thofe of Europe make Cinnamon-water) a certain Liquor which 
they apply to feveral ufes. 

In the Ifland of Ceilon thefe Cinnamon-Trees grow in fuch abundance, as fupply 
all parts of the World with their Bark, yea, would produce much more then could 
be fpent, if the Iflanders did not fometimes burn whole Woods. But this may 
be obferved, that as this Wand is very fruitful in the produft of Cinnamon, fo on 
the other hand, neither Cloves, nor Nutmeg-Trees will grow upon it. 

In fome few places of China there grow Cloves, Pepper, and Nutmegs, but in 
fmall quantities, fo that moft of thofe Spices are commonly brought from other 

places. 
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ZZIZ fJowTiTregard it will not be unpleafant to the Readers, to perufe the 
Nature of thefe Trees and Fruits, I (hall declare in a few words what I have ob- 
f'-rved concerning them, whereof no mention has been made by any other for- 
" Writcr . The Tree upon which the Cloves grow, is as big as an ordinary 
Pear-Tree and grows after the fame form : The Leaves hang upon long ftalks, 

and errow fometimes (ingle, and fometimes in clufters : It has feveral greater and 

1c(fcr Branches, each whereof end in very thin (hoots. Upon whofe top grow imall 
Oalk? where fit the Cloves in clufters : within the head of the Cloves grows alfo 
a flower which yields a very pleafant feent, as well as the fruit, but is much more 
fragrant in dry weather then in wet } upon which alfo depends the fruitfulnefs or 
imfruitfulnefs : For in a dry year there is more fruit then leaves upon the Tree. 
But although extraordinary heat be feafonable weather for thefe Trees *, yet 
they do not^ always yield a like plentiful Harveft : for about the fecond or third, 
and fometimes about the feventh year, the Crop is much worfe. The Cloves are 
fiift red of colour, butafterwards turn black, and are gathered in September, 08*- 
ber and November, either with the hand, or elfe beaten off with a long Reed. Such 
as are left upon the Tree, grow much bigger then thofe that are gathered, and tall 
off of themfelves the next year j which though they are not fo (harp ot taite, yet 
are held much dearer, and are ufed for Seed : And this is the reafon why the l»- 
chans name the fame the Mothers of Fruits. Thefe Seeds grow up to a compleat 
Tree in eight or ten years time, and then bear ftore of fruit. The Cloves, when 
they are firft gathered, arc blackifh, and to make them blacker, they lay them a 
drying in the Sun } but to preferve them from being Worm-eaten, they lay them 
to fteep a while in Salt-water, and then again dry them in the Sun • being thus 

prepared for keeping, they are tranfported into moft parts of the World. And 
here obferve, that though the Clove-Trees are only chenihed for the fake of the 
fruit, yet there is an Aromatick foveraign Virtue in the very Leaves Flowers, and 
Branches. I (hall not need to fay any thing of the Excellency of this s P»ce, it be- 
ingfo well known to every body * only this I (hall add, as worthy of obferva- 
tion, whereby you may underftand the fubtilty of the Indians, who when they are 
to fell their Cloves, or deliver what they have fold, will be fure to foa t lemwe 
before-hand with water, to make them weigh the heavier. Out of the flowers and 
green Cloves, the Indians extraft a Water or Spirit very pleafant of fmell, and 
very good for fzveral Diftempers. The beft place for thele Clove- Trees to grow 
in, are the Molucca Iflands, where they are more fruitful then any other place, and 
naturally delight to grow upon high places, and fo thick together, that the Sun is 
not able to pierce through them. 

Nowoblerve, that as the Cinnamon-Tree profpers no where fowell as upon 
the Ifland of Ceilon, nor the Glove as upon the Moluccas \ fo the Nutmeg-Tree 
takes the greateft liking to the particular Ifland of banda, which is one of the 
chiefeft of the Molucca's. 
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The Tree upon which the ordinary .Nutmegs grow, and called by the Inhabi- 
tants Bongopohty is like unto an Apple or Pear-Tree, and fprings oftentimes, of it 
felf without planting. It is al ways green, full of Bloffoms, and laden with fruit, 
whereof fqme are full ripe, and others but half ripe. The Bark is fwarthy, the 
Wood hollow and pithy, and the Leaves (which grow in clufters upon the Balks) 
are green of colour, thin and fmooth, which beiqg rubbed between the fingers, as 
they are pul led from the Tree, do not only fmell. very ftrongly fragrant, but re- 
tain alfo, when they are dryed, their fharp and ftroqg Aromatick feent and virtue. 
The Flowers or BlofToms are for bignefs and colour much like the Pear or 
Cherry-Tree, dropping eaftly off without any great feent : the Fruit which Suc- 
ceeds the blofloms, grows Battering up and down about the Joynts of the Boughs. 
When the Bloftomis fallen oft, the firft (hell of the Nut at the beginning is green, 
rough, and fomewhat thick ; but as it grows ripe, it becomes full of yellow and 
purple fpccks. This rough fhell being foon fplit, the Nut appears, about which 
fits i he Mace in the form of a Net ; afterwards when the fruit is ripe, this rough 
(hell fallsquiteoff, in the fame manner as the /hell of a ripe Walnut drops oft'* 
and then the Mace appears of a delicate red colour, but afterwardsturns yellow, 
and includes that Kernel which we properly call the Nutmeg i fo that rhe Nut- 
meg is covered with three (hells .* The firft: and outermoft green and thick, the 
middlemoft is thinner, of a Gold colour, and very hard *, and laftly, the under- 
moft, w'hich is a hard Rind. This fruit is vc ry much fpoiled and eaten up by 
Birds, efpecially a certain kind of white and final 1 Pigeons, whofc flelh being eaten, 
tafte very much of the Mace : They are called by thofe of Europe the Nutmeg- 

eaters. 

Thefe Trees bring forth fruit tw r o or three times in a year, which never- 
thclefs are not to be gathered till they are thorow ripe , left they (hould 
grow light and Worm-eaten. When they are firft taken out of the fhell or 
husk, they are laid a drying in the Sun, then taking off the Mace, they walh 
the Nutmeg in Lime-water, which preferves it from perifhing j infomuch that 
they may be tranfported into all parts of the World without taking any 
hurt. Thofe Nuts are counted the beft, which are of a reddy hue, and of an 
Afti-colour mixed with white Breaks. It often happens that fome Nuts 
differ from others in bignefs and colour, as is to be feen by the Nuts in Europe. 
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Such Nuts are called by the Indians Palajava , are ufed in Medicines, not amongft 
their Vi&uals. 

But the Mace that covers the Nutmeg, is taken by the Indians before it be tho- 
row ripe, and whilft it is of a very deep red colour, and put into Vinegar and 
Salt, and fo brought to the Table, and eaten before the Meat, to (harpen the Ap- 
petite. When the Mace is ripe, it is taken off the Nut, and dryed in the Sun, 
and laid up carefully. The Indians fay, that as well the Nut as the Mace, cures 
flirunk Sinews, and Aches of the Body, caufed by Cold ; for that end every body 
has Oyl in his houfemade of the frefh fruit : And as there comes from the Mace 
much lefs Oyl then the Nut 5 fo on the other hand, the Oyl of Mace is much 
ftronger then that of the Nutmeg. The Inhabitants efteem and value the Mace fo 
much higher then the Nut, in regard they can fell the Mace almoft fifty times 
dearer then the Nut. The green and unripe Nuts are put by thcGrandeesof 
India into Vinegar or Sugar, and fo brought to the Table inftead of a Banquet. 
And of late years fome European Merchants have brought over of thefe Nuts or- 
dered after this manner, which are ufed not only in Phyfick, but as a Delicacy. 
Some put the outward {hell or husk into Sugar, and prefer it before the Nut, be- 
caufe of its moft delicate fmell and tafte. There is another fort of long Nutmegs 
which are called by the Indians Pala Metfiri : Thefe are accounted the beft by 

the ordinary people, but without any reafon ; for though they are bigger then 
the round, yet they have not that Aromatick virtue : neither is the Mace of this 
long Nut in that efteem amongft the Indians ( though perhaps of a better co- 
lour^ as that of the round Nutmeg, there being very little virtue in it 5 and the 
very Trees upon which thefe long Nuts grow, are reckoned amongft the wild and 
worft fort, fo that the Indtans think it not worth their time or trouble to gather 
them, there being little or no virtue in them. And to fay all in one word, the 
Tree upon which thefe long Nutmegs grow, differs more in virtue and ftrength 
then form or fhape from that of the other. 


round Pepper grows 

Harveft in one year ; but if fowl, in a more barren ground twill ’"*• P '? ntifu ' 
time before it edmes to bear. It /Iioofs down«t 3 rrl t , ? d> lC Wl11 re quirc longer 

which is full of fniall tough firing-,^ The outfdetfT t gr ° lmd with its R °ot, 

the infide of a more pale green. Vhe FruithS ht A VC$ * f 3 d «‘P- •>« 
are much bigger and longer. & Currants, only the branches 

dryed m the Sun, Which makes the outward fliell fo full o/fh^ ? *"! § at,lered and 

black Ihell istaken olf^- before it isdryetl'in the Sort it t, fV ° V g|,t when this 

per, which is commonly called whi^Pepper which; 'm" an ° r 1 hcr J for ' of Pep- 
pleafanter of talk then the black, and ofen ufed in lnd^u \ iardcr ’ and alfo 
with tlirif Meat. 

when the Pepper is over-ripe, and after it has been fieeped in Salt war 
this infufion the outward skin aforefaid fwells, fo that the wht f ° Y 
within may be taken out with little or no trouble w hinU . c ™ rcpper-corns 
intheSun. And if the laty IndialTZrZ 

much mote white then black Pepper. And here note, that not ol AT • 
which are properly called Pepper, have a fiery hottafte but X A . theBerr,ef ; 
the whole growth, have the fame virtue , for when dL ZZZJ *?*’ . *" d 
upon the tongue, like the Root of Coftus and BentbrJ,. J ’ thcy b “ rn 

Befides this, there grows in India a fort of Iona Pepper olU,t k„ r 

SffiXS S " *3 Sz b ‘M& dk t’A“* z 

?.«?*. ; »a rcstsi-s 

this lant is like unto that of the round Pepper, only it either creme Tin 
the ground, or tuns up againft lower Poleffthen thofe If ZoZr^ The 
Leaves thereof ate mote tender, and of a darker green, and have long ftalfcs •' tSe 
,s little other diftetence difcemablc between thefe two forts ; that b theVnUt^ 
gathered when itis green, and dryed before it is ripe ; and though it is not fo hot 

AndSmeSfttoXnt 5 andalfo fo “» 

Though the ChiUffes have an extraordinary opinion of themfelves and their 

rTTk™ 'r r VCry f reat ave L rff0n , tO a11 forei S n Ma "»ersand Cnftoms ; yet 

ZrftT'r mC ?' ar T haVe ' Carned of thcir Neighbours to chew [he 
t t Mel, the Leaves whereof are generally chewed by the Indians. It grows 

after the manner of Pepper or Hops in Europe, and at a difiance can hardly be di- 
ftingmlhed from Pepper, The Leaves which haiig upon a long ftalk, are very 
like the Leaves of an Orange-tree, but nor quite fo (harp at the ends, fmooth, of a 
dark greenf, thin, and full of Veins, and increafing very faft in a well tempered 
Sod, but again apt fuddcnly to wither, if too much handled. They are in the eat- 
ing harfli and gravelly, in fo much that when the Leaves are cltewing it is ieft as 
if one had fo much Sand between his teeth. Thefe Leaves are chewed in fome of 
the Southern Countries, Mornings, Noons, and Nights. But in regard of their 
extraordinary bitternefs, they mingle one thing or other to fweeten their tafie, as 
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Uanm Caphur de Borneo, Aloes, Musk, or Tome other Spice : and being thus 
pn pared it proves pleafant , and makes a very fweet breath. In fome places 
thefe Leaves are fold very dear, by reafon of their frequentufei for when- 
ever they make any Vifits,thcy treat one another with Betel, mingled with fome 
pleafant Ingredient tG make it agreeable to the Palate. When they ufe it, they 
chew firft a little Areca , and presently after a Leaf of the Betel j which, after it is 
che wed a while, yields a Juyce or Sap, blood-red, which they fpit out. (This is one 
of the three things whereof the Chintfes have made a Proverb of the Province of 
Quantum, that there are three unufual things there : The Air without Snow, the 
Trees always green, and the People chewing of Betel, which makes their fpittle 
red. ) After the red juyce follows another, which they fwallowdown. The I»- 
(iians believe that it is good to preferve their teeth, and ftrengthen the ftomach. 
The Leaves are hot and dry in the fecond degree. Some efteem the ripe Leaves 
the beft ; others the dry ones, becaufe they make the greateft noife when they are 
chew’d : yet notwithftanding this general cuftom, at fome certain times, to wit, 
when their near Relations are dead, or upon fome Holy-days, they forbear 
chewing thefe Leaves. 
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In fome places of China grows a very wonderful and Grange Tree, which by 
fome, becaufe it bears a fruit like Figs, is called the Indian Fig-Tree : but others 
give it the name of the Tree of Goa , becaufe it was firft found out there by thofe 
of Europe , and grows no where fo well as upon that Ifland. This Tree grows up 
very high with its main body, and fpreads its branches round about ; from thefe 
branches proceed little thin firings, which hanging down, and reaching to the very 
ground, fo take Root, and grow to be young Trees, and in this manner they 
will grow fometimes till they become a large Wood, and very hard to be known 
which is the Mother of all thefe Off-fets, but only by thethicknefs of the Body, 
which frequently is fo thick, that three men cannot fathom it. When the Inhabi- 
tants will make a paflage through this Tree, they cut away all the under-growing 
and fmalleft (hoots, and fo make convenient places to fhelter themfelves in from 
the heat of the Sun, whofe beams are not able to pierce it, by reafon of its thick 
growth : neither is that all, for many times it may be feen of fo great an 

extent, 
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extent, that it is able to cover 3000 people ThTTTI *~i — 

arc- very like thofe of the Quince, tree, and mud eattXfh'^l'' T 8 Ba "? ES 

~"S ■ xs 


2dl 



In many places grows in great abundance the Coco-Nut, which is called through 
all the Country the CoqHoeiro. The Tree which bears them feldom grows ftrait, 
is four or five foot thick, and above fifty foot high, with the Root lying very (hal- 
low in the ground, which caufes great admiration, how it can be fupported fo 
high in the Air, with fuch a heavy top hanging full of large fruit, againft high and 
ftormy gufts of Wind, and not be over-turned .* And indeed it is the more admira- 
ble, when itisconfidered, that the lower part of the body of the Tree is no thicker 
then the upper .* the Bark of it is of a fwarthy colour, and of little ufe, though 
jfweet and juicy. About the body of the Tree grows never a branch, but on 
the very top of it (land up fifteen or fixteen large Leaves, like a Plume of Feathers, 
each Leaf about fixteen foot long, and a foot thick at the bottom, confining of 
feveral other Leaves, which ftand one againft another in a row. Between each ieaf 
upon the top of the Tree, is a rent or parting cleft, of two foot long, which is at 
firft green, afterwards red, and opens of it felf. Before this cleft opens, there ap- 
pears within a very fine Stem of afoot long, and three or four fingers thick, with 
feveral branches upon it. Upon thofe branches grow certain three-corner’d 
things as big as Almonds, white of colour, and are the beginnings of the Flowers 
and Nuts *, for when the rent breaks open, then the Branches fpread, and the 
yellow Flowers appear. After the Flower is off, the Fruit fucceeds, which (its 
each upon a fhort Stem, about the bignefs of a Goofes Quill. The Fruit of this 
Tree is heavy, hard) and as big as a mans head, hanging in* Clutters at the cop. > 
On the outfide of thefe Nuts is a thick ftringy and tough fhell, which if gathered 
when greeft, yields a very pleafant fweet Juyce, and drank frefh, is good againft 
the Dropfie i But when they are thorow ripe and dry, the Kernel proves fb 
fweet of tafte, that there is no Nut in Europ: to be compared with it, being 
often eaten by 'Travellers for refrefhment : and therefore the Sea- men that go 
long Voyages, provide thcmfelves With thefe Nuts, which they eat as Medicinal 

Qq q againft 
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aaaiiSty&urvyTandas a Rcftorative when they are grown weak and faint. It 
i swarm and moifi in the fitfl degree, and. of the Kernel is made an OyJ notinfeitpr 

to. hat ef Almonds for ftrength and virtue, and is generally uled in the Etft and 

n^.l«dies, ■ both in Meats and Medicines. Taken inwardly, this Oyl cures the 
Rupture, and mod inward Wounds and Bruifes. •_ 

Of th- ftringy fluff which grows on the outfide of the (hell of thefe Nuts, 
they make Ropes in feveral parts, that will Jaft a long while in Salt-water, 
which is fo well known to the PortHguefesj that all the Anchor-Cables, and other 
Ropes (which is very obfervable) ufed about their Kings Ships, are made of this 
ftiift'. A certain Hiftorian, L uenna by name, makes mention in one of his Books, 
that in feme places in India , they weave Carpets of this hairy fluff that grows about 
the (hell of the Coco-Nut. Of the hard (hell are made Drinking-cups, which are 
often tip t with Gold or Sil ver. The Leaves ferve, and are ufed inftead of Paper, 
nay feme Indians make themfclves Cloaths of the fame, which will laft many 
vears before they go to decay and wear out. The Wood it felf is good for, and 
put to divers ufeV whereof in regard others have written at large, I fhall omit to 

mention. ... . 

Near to Kingyven , in the Province of Quangfi , grows a Tree called Areca, 

brought thither out of India , being very like for fhape unto that of the Coco- 
Nut, "kit is not fo thick, and has fmall Leaves. The Fruit that grows upon it is 
alfo called Areca, after the name of the Tree, and fo hard, that it cannot be part- 
ed or divided, but with a Knife or fome fuch (harp Inftrument. 

Of FRUITS. 

B Efides the Fruits which grow in feveral parts of Europe, the Chinefe Territo- 
ries like\y,ife produce yearly a richHarveft of feveral forts. . 

In the Province of Quantung, grows a fort of Fruit, which by the Chine fes 
is called Venl^n, by the FoYtuguefes Janihoa , and by the Hollanders ^ TonipeU 
Moes . This Fruit grows upon a Tree befet with Thorns, like tcc Lem- 
mon-Tree, but exceeds it for bignefs, having a Bloffom white, welllcentcd, and 
whereof they make a fweet Water : The Fruit is much bigger, being generally 

as large as a mans head. The fliell rcfemblcs that of the Golfl-Apple for colour. 
The Pap within is reddifh, and fowre-fweet, and taftes as a Grape not quite ripe; 
fo that they make a fort of Liquor of them there, as it is ufual in Europe to do of 
Cherries and Pears. 

In the Province of Pelting grow very excellent Apples, Pears, Plums, Wheat, 
P«ye, as alfo Figs, Grapes, and feveral other forts of things ; but the Inhabitants 
however make no Wine, being better pleafed with their Liquor made of Rice, 
which indeed is very pleafant of tafte, and prefer d by all that trade there, even 
thofe of Europe prefer it before Wine. In Xanfi grows a fort of fweet Grape, 
which doubtlefs would make very delicate Wine ; but the Inhabitants dry them to 
make Raifins of them, which are brought to be fold through all the Country. 

In the Province of Eehjng grow very large Cheftnuts ; but in that of Snchue is 
another fort that will melt in the mouth like Sugar. 

In the Province of Honan grow all forts of Gold-Apples and Pomegranates. 
Butin that of Huquang only one fort, which the Cbinefes call the Winter- 
Gold-Apple, becaufc they are ripe in the Winter^ and are fweet of tafte. 

There is in Fohjen the belt fort of them, which differ not much in bignefs from 
the Apples in Europe, blit are like unto the Mufcate Grape for tafte and imelk 
This Fruit dryed and confc&ed in Sugar, will keep a whole year, and is a very de- 
licate Sweet-meat. 


In 


the Empire of China. ' 


. I» Evince of Cbekjaag drops from the Trees a certain f ame f s whereof 
they make very white Gandies, much better then tbofeof Tallow ; hi ti, 'v nd 
ther foul the fingers when put out, nor are of an ill fmell. The Tree is very larnr" 
and in its Leaves and filape, is not unlike the Pear-tree in Europe : I c has white 
Bloffoms as the Cherry-tree. After the Bloffom follows a round Berry as bia a a 
Cherry but with a brown and thin skin under which lyes a white fubfLce, which 
wnen the Fruit is ripe, and the skin bu, fit, is feen ; and then they gather the 
Bernes, ami boil them m water, which when hot, finell like flcfli, but whin cold t 
feels like Tallow. The Leaves of this Tree are very fat, on which the Sheep and 
Cows feed, and therewith become fat m a fliort time. F 

In the Province of XaMuag grows the : Apple called Sue, which dryed as we 
do Figs m Europe, will keep good a whole year together, and is as a delicate fold 
m all parrs of CW It is bigger then the ordinary Apple in this Country, and of 
a deep red colour : the Kernels do not lye in the middle, but ft and upright on one 
fide, being uncertain in the number ; for in fome there are found ten fif 
teen, or more according as they are in largenefs, while in others there are none at 
all. It is red within, and plcafant of taftc when ripe. Here alfo are fomc An- 
pies green of skin, and hard, and are eaten after the manner as the Apples in 
England. This laft fort of Fruit grows no where but in China. ** 

In the Province of Sucbue grows the Fruit Lichi, which being ripe, as a Rarity 
is brought to the Empcrours Court. The greateft quantity hereof is found in the 
Southern parts of Fokje,,. The Portugucfes at Macao call it Licbat : It grows 

upon very high Trees, whofe Leaves are like thofe of the Laurel. Upon the tops 
of the branches grows the Fruit in Cluftcrs as Crapes ; but is very like for falhion 
unto a fmJI Heart, and about the bignefs of an Acorn, with a rough (hell as the 
effer Pme-Apple but not fo thick, being eafily pulled off with the finger. Its 
Kernel isfu I of Joyce, white of colour, very plcafant of tafte, and fmells like a 
Role ; and being ripe, receives a Purple colour. It is a very pleafant light to 
view the Trees, then (howing as if they hung full of fmall Hearts, fo that with great 
reafon may this be called the King of Fruits, being both fo pleafant to the eyj and 
tafte. 


Through the whole Empire of China there grow no Pine- Apples, but only in 
this Province. 

There is alfo another fort of round Fruit called Ktmgyen , that is, Dragons 
E>c, not much unlike the former, only ic is fomewhat (mailer and rounder, being 
for the bignefs much like our Cherries in Europe , but harder of skin. This Fruit 
is dryed and fold every where in Markets ; but it is much better eaten frefli from 
the Tree. 

Here alfo grows the Fruit Mniginli, that is, the Plum of the fair Woman ; being 
round, and exceeding the Damas Pruan for bignefs and goodnefs. 

In the Province of Quantung grow every where the Indian great and fmall Nuts, 
as alfo a kind of Fruit much efteemed for the bignefs, and called bv the 
Indians Jaca , by the Arabians Panaix , and by the Perfians Funax. It grows 
not upon the branches of Trees, but upon the very ftock or body," as if 
they were afraid the boughs would not be able to bear up their weight 
•without breaking. The skin or (bell of it is fo hard , that it cannot be 
opened but with an Ax. Within it is full of little holes containing a yellow Pap, 
wherein lyes a Nut, which when it is ripe, eats very fweet, like a roafted Cheftnur. 
The TrCe that bears it, is very high and broad, having very large Leaves, of a pale 
green, through which in the length runs a thick and hard iinew. The be/1 fort of 
this Fruit grows upon the Malabafe Cpaft, and is larger then the biggeft Cabbage 
„ when it is ripe, and of a pleafant fmell. There are two forts of this Fruit j the 




one being the leaft, is called Baria j the other Papa, and is the worft. The Nuts 
which grow in them, if eaten raw, fill the body with Crudities ; but if fofted 
and eaten after the manner of Cheftnuts in Europe , they have a pleafant tafte, and 

increafe Seed. 

In tliis Country grows Iikewife infeveral places a certain Fruit called Duriones, 
which though they be of an ill tafte, yet may very well be efteemed one of the 
wholfomeft kinds. It is warm, and dry in operationj caufes Sweat, and is good 
againft the Wind and Dropfie, provided it be eaten moderately } for otherwife it 
will over* heat the Liver. Such as come to tafte of this Fruit, fancy it at firft to 
imell like rotten Eggs, but after they have once eaten of it, they change opinion, 
efteeming it to be the fweeteft that ever they did eat of. The Grandees make 
account of this Fruit as a great Delicacy, and think they can never have enough of 
it. The Leaf or the Herb Betel (which we fpoke of before to be fo chewed by 
them) has fo great an averfion to this Fruit, that itfpoils and rots the fame, if it lye 
near unto it , infomuch that at any time if any perfon eat too much of that, the 
Betel is a prefent Remedy againft the fame. 

Here grows Iikewife a well-tafted Fruit called Ananas , which was at firft 
brought from the Weft into the Eafl-Indies, where it is now to be had in great 
abundance : It is about the bignefs of a Citron, of a yellow colour, and well- 

feented, full of Juyce, and pleafant in tafte, if eaten when ripe j for it is much like 
unto Strawberries with Wine and Sugar. Upon the top it is crowned with a 
Clufterof Flowers and Leaves, and at a diftance is not unlike aHartichoke, but 
without any pricks at the corners : the middlemoft ftalk being the biggeft, upon 
which the fruit grows, is about two foot high, and has fifteen or fixteen Leaves, 
hound about this ftalk grow other leffer ftalks, with young Fruit upon each : who- 
foever will eat of this Fruit, rnuft firft of all takeoff the outward skin, and then 
cut it into pieces, and fo infufe them in Wine or Water, to draw out the biting 
quality that is in it, otherwife it will make Blifters upon the tongue : Nor is' that 
ail ; for it is very dangerous to eat much of it, becaufe it is apt to put one into a 
Bloody-flux. And though this Fruit be hot, yet the Leaves thereof are cooling, 
having a fowreand conofive quality, which is only found in cooling Herbs , and 

the main hazard is produced by its pleafantr.efs, which is fucb, that it will melt in 
the mouth like Sugar. j n 
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ANANAA’ 


In Qnantung is a certain Fruit called Mufa : The Tree whereon it grows, is ve* 
ry delightful, as well for height as its large fpreading Arms, and called by fome the 
Indian Fig-tree. The Leaves are nine handful long, and two and an half broad 9 
on the one fide brown, and on the other of a pale green. It (hoots forth (e veral 
branches, upon which hang the Figs, which are of feveral kinds 9 for (bine are yel- 
low, long, pleafant of tafte, and well-fcented 9 others green, long, and well -railed: 
But both hard of digeftion 9 yet it breeds good blood, and cures the Cough : And 
the Bark of the Tree is good againft Agues and other Difiempcrs. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Of ANIMALS. 


/a 3 fond Nature has provided and bleft China with all manner of Trees, 
/\ Buflies, Herbs, and Fruits *, fo it has made the fame no lefs fruitful in the 
produft of all irrational Creatures, as Brutes or four-footed Animals, Fifties, 

Fowls, & c. 


^'BnriR -FOOTED CREATU 




T He Sheep in China are the fame that are found in all parts of Ter ft a and Tar- 
ury ; namely, with long and thick Tayls, which they drag after them, 

weighing 40 or 50 pound : the flefli is very fweet. 

Near to the Garrifon of Tiekj is great ftore of Cows, which have very long, 
thick, and curl’d hairy tayls, which the Chinefe Souldiers wear for ornament in 

their Caps, inftead of Feathers. A 

Near the Cities of Cingchen and Tengchett , is found in the Maw ol a Cow, a ltone 
call cdmnh'oang, that is, the yellow of- the Cow, by reafori of its colour. 
It is of feveral fizes', fometimes as big as a Goofe Egg t And although it be not fo 
firm and clofe as the Bezoao-ftone, and confequently is lighter j yet is it va- 
lued ahd efteemed much before the fam e. It feems outwardly to be Chalk, and 

is commended for feveral ufes. - f . 

In the Province of Quantung , is a Creature which the Chinefes call the Swift 
Cow, for it is fo nimble of foot, that it can run more then 300 miles in a 

In Cincheu is a Beaft very like a Cow, with Horns upon the Head, much whiter 
then Ivory, which is a very great Lover of Salt ; and therefore when the Hunt linen 
go abroad to take any of them,|they carry Bags of Salt, which they lay as a bait , 
upon which they will feed with fuch greedinefs, that they rather fuffer themfelves 
to be killed, then leave off their fo dearly-earned prey. 

In the Province ofc K iangfi, efpecially in the City of Nanchang y they feed the 
Hogs as well within the Chy as without, by means whereof there are fuch great and 
fwarming Herds continually kept in the Streets, that they are hardly palfable j yet 
are always kept very clean, great number of people being appointed on purpofe 
to cleanfe the Streets of the filth. 

In the Province of Pelting there are fome Cats with long hair Milk-white, ha- 
ving large Ears like a Spaniel .* The Gentlewomen keep them for their pleafure > 
for they will not hunt after or catch Mice, it may be for being too high fed : How- 
ever they have good ftore of other Cats that are good Moufers. 

In the Provinces of Jannan and Sticbue, are the beft Horfes. In that of Xenft y 
upon the Mountain Ho/an (300 miles large) are many wild Horfes. All their 
Horfes are generally but of a mean ftature, yet well fet, broad buttockt, and 
ftrong for fervice. 

Near Siven are yellow Mice, very large, whofe skins arc in much requeft a- 
mongft the people : But in all parts, efpecially in the Province of Quantung^ are 
abundance of Stags, Bucks, Hares, &c. 

In Xanuing are many ravenous Wolves : And in Xetifi abundance of Bears, 
whereof the fore- feet are held in great efteem by the Natives. Near to the chief 

City 
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City Linyao lye lome. Mountains upon which arc bred wild Oxen and * 

like Tygers, with whofe Skins the Inhabitants make their Cloaths ” 

In the Province of Smbu, near the City Po, is a Creature called in Greek the 

f t,T u " * r T n 7 h,,C > like l,nt0 the Elephant : The Skin fe 

full of wunckles, and fohard withal, that it can fcarcely be pierced with a Sable or 

Swotd. It has a Snout like a Hog, but (harper, and above the Nolirils Hands the 
Horn, which u generally black, nowand then there is one of white, but very 
feWorn, and that is fold much dearer then the other; and indeed one is lareer 
then the other, according to the age of the Bead. r 



In bignefs and thichnefs of body the Rhinoceros differs but little from the Ele- 
phant, only it has much fliorter feet j and that is the reafon why it is ndt fo come- 
ly to the eye. This Creature is of that temper, that it will do no body hurt, un- 
lefs it be firdaffaulted and then it falls on with great fury, not only upon him 
that gave the offence, but upon every thing that comes in his way, which he will 
never leave till he hath deftroyed. When he has got a man down, he kills him 
with a lick of his tongue, which is both (harp and rough i afterwards tears off his 
flefli to the very bone : But his ordinary food is thorny Bulhes. He is always at 
enmity with the Elephant, to whom before he goes to give battle, he whets his 
Horn againd a ftonc, and in fight endeavours to wound him in the belly, which 
he knows to be the weaked part. He makes a noife like the Grunting of Hogs. 
The Moors cat his flefii, but it requires good domachs as well as teeth to feed upon 
him. Some preferibe the Horn againd Poyfon. 

There is great dore of Tygers in the Province of Cbehjang, mifehievous and 
fierce, according to theii Nature .* But upon the Mountain Kntien are fome that 
will not hurt a man. 

In feveral parts of China are alfo bred Elephants, but the bed: are in the Provin- 
ces of Nanking and Jnnnan : Concerning whom fo much has been already writ- 

ten by feveral Authors, that I (hall only add a few words. The bignefs of the 
Elephant is various : At Cotijiantinople was onefeen, which from the Eyes to the 

furthermod part of the Back, was eleven foot, and from the Eyes to the end of his 
Snout, eight foot long. In height, fome are twelve, others thirteen and fourteen 
foot high. They are all of them black, except the Ethiopians : but dyne Cbinefe 
f Writers affirm, that the King of Narwnga had a white one, Their Skin is like 

Net- 
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Net-work, but fo extraordinary hard, that it will turn »the edge of a Sword ; yet 
it is harder upon the back then the belly. For the chewing of their meat, they 
have four Teeth within, befides thofe that flick out before, which ftand crooked in 
the Male, and down-right in the Female. The nether Jaw-bone is only moved 
in chewing, the upper always refts. In that place where the Nofe is placed in 
other Creatures, the Elephant has a long Trunk or Snout, which reaches to the 
ground, and has a flit at the end .* This is both plyable and flippery, which they 
make ufe of inftead of a hand 5 for they can take up any thing with it either moift 
or dry, and put it into their mouths. . • - _____ 



Of the extraordinary Docility of this Beaft there are feveral Examples to b< 
iound, both by the ancient and modern, as well Chinefe as other Writers, tlinm 
writes, that they fling up Arms into the Air, and that they fence with one another 
Oi the tune and manner w of Copulation there is as great variety among Hifto 
nans. Pliny fays, that the Male and the Female at ten years old begin to couple 
but Anfiotle gives them a longer time, aferibing twenty to them both; the Fe 
maleat twelve, and the Male at eight years. This A£i of Generation they d< 
moft commonly m the Water, as being moft eafie for them both ; and that in th< 
xnoft private teceffes they can find out, and but once in three years : neither doe 
the Male make ufe of one Female any more then once. After they have don< 
coupling, they grow wild and furious, doing much hurt where they come. How 
long they go before they caft their Young, is uncertain : Some fpeak of a yeai 
and (ix months ; others fay three years, and fome ten. They bring forth wit! 
great pain, leaning backward upon their hinder Legs. Some write, that they brint 
forth but one at a t'me; others four : asfoon as it is brought forth, it fees, goes 
and fucks witn the mouth, and not with the Snout, till it is eight years old. The' 
wage War with the Rhinoceros, Lyon, Snake, Tyger, Ram, Hog, and Dragon a 
alfo with fome Colours, and with Fite. The Rhinoceros, as isfaid before! is’hi 
mortal Enemy, preparing for battel by whetting his Horn againft the Rocks anc 
aiming in fight chiefly at his Belly, which he knows to be the fofteft part abom 
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“ dv ! r y ll0t a ‘! d «ger in the purfuit of Man, \vom 
Child . But Nature has in fome fort provided a means whereby to avoi 
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which is not improbable, becaufe tUe* Tvwr :,, „i*. t y u, ppoiea, and 

which muft of Mceffity occafion a Weak ffcmach ; whe^Tthe R^ceros feds’ 
o„ y upon Greensand therefore the Tyger follows him for Dungs fake which he 

Cat-mint. CUrC “ 0,,t ° f ° rJer ’ “ the Grafs, anil the CaTs 

In tire Province of 2«^/? are very large Hogs, with great and flrong Bridles 
of a foot and half long, which by a particular and drange motion of the body thev 
know few to dart toward any one, and that not without great prejudice ofthofe 

i , " th< i P ic> 1 ” c c : °f ’ -Ver.-/; isfiimd the Creature called Xrr, from whom proceeds 
the Musk , and which is very drange, if at any time it be carried out of the King- 

fheWatet.’ ' nt ° ^ K,n S domo{L *°'> “dyes immediately as a dlh ole 

111 the Kingdom of Gannan is a certain Creature called Tefe, which in his diape 
comes vep, near to a man, having long arms : he is black and hairy upon the 
body, fwift of foot, and laughs aloud as a man, but is of fo voracious a nature, that 
if he can meet w,th him, he will mdantly murder and devour him 

In the Province of Smhn lyes a Mountain called Tcyung, upon which are Mon- 
kies or Baboons, which for bignefs and diape are very like a man. Thefe Creatures 
are moie then ordinarily addided to Venery, fo that they often attempt to furprife 
Women on putpofe to latisfie their bedial lud, and have their wills on them. 
The few call them Wild Men, and the Indian Women are in fuch feat of them 
that they dare not come near thofe Woods where they frequent. 


Of FOWL. 

‘M 

TN the Province of Xantnng are Hen^ arid fat Capons to be had very cheap ; as 
X alfo great abundance of ill forts of Fowl, as Pl^afants, Partridges, &c. In the 
Province 6f Xenfi about Mincbeit, are Cocks and Hens, having Wool upon them 
inftead of Feathers. • . ! . , . r 

In the Province of Quantung is an innumerable number of Ducks, which the In- 
habitants take great delight to breed and inc/eafe. They never fufter the Duck to 
fic upon her Eggs to hatch them, but put them into ah Oven moderately heated, or 
cite bury them in a Dunghil, and fo hatch the young ones. 

In the Province of Httquang near to the City Hanyang, may be taken ^reat ftore 
of wild Geelbi • : , - 

1 here ai*e feveral other forts of howls and Birds in the other Provinces, whereof 
we have already made mention in'the former part of the Delcription of China. 

Vl:. ‘ Of FISH. 

•- 3 * 1 - - '**'• . :• : J . . .. p 

I N the Province of Xantung the Pools and Rivers do fo abound with Fifhj that 
for the value of a penny you may buy ten pound of FiHi. 

In the Province of Kiangfi is a great abundance of all manner of Fi|h, efpecially 
of Salmon,’and the like. 
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fn t he ^Province of Huqnang are taken many dainty Lampreys, in the River 
Near to the City Kiagan is the Pool Miejn which is bred a fort of Fifh as fweet 


3 In the Province of Chekiang , near the City Canghoa, lyes the Mountain Cienkjng , 
mon which is a Pool famous for the Gold or yellow Fifh that is in it .* It is but a 
fmall Fifli, about a finger long,with a forked tayl ; but is in very great efteem at the 
choiceft Tables, fo that the Grandees have them commonly in their Fifh-Ponds 
for their pleafure and ufe. 

In the Provin ce °f Honan, near to the chief City Hanyang, runs the River T an, 
wherein at the beginning of Summer, but never elfe, are taken red Fifh j before 
and after which time they are not to be had, in regard they hide themfclves. 



Near to the Ifland Hainan are caught Whales, after the fame manner as the Hol- 
landers and E nglijh in the North about Greenland, whereof they make Oyl which 
ferves for feveral ufes. Of thefe commonly fome are iooand 120 foot long* 
The head of it is reckoned for a third part of the whole body. Upon the top of 

the Snout are two round holes, by which means they will take in a great quantity 
of water, and fpout it out again with a mighty force. Inftead of Eyes they have 
two thin skins which flick out, and are three yards long, and a foot and hair broad, 
and covered oyer with fluff* like unto flocks. On each fide of the head it hath an 
Ear, which is much fmaller without then within, whereby they are ver y quick ot 
hearing.lt hath a very large Mouth, with Lips of fo great a thicknefs,that they have 
fomtimes 5 or 6cco weight of Fat upon them,TheTongue which is about ibfoot 
long, and 10 broad, refls upon 800, as well fmall as great, Pegs or Teeth, which are 
all covered with ftuftTike Horfe-hair, to preferve the Tongue from being hurt as 
it lyes upon thole (harp Pegs. They feed upon fifh, and che froth and feum of the 
Sea. There w r as once one taken that had forty Cod* fifties in her belly. The Tayl 
is at the end well-near 28 foot broad, and 2 thick. The Male hath a Pizzlcor 
Member about 1 4 foot long. They bring forth but one at a time, and that in the 
Harvefi, which flays by the Female under the proteftion of her Fins, till it * s grown 
of a large fize. It /lands iq great fear of the Sword-fifh, which is a mortal Enemy 
unto it, and who with its fliarp Saw endeavours to rip open the tender belly of 
this Prodigy of Nature. 
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The manner of killing them has been fufficiently deferibed by others, and there- 
fore I fhall forbear to trouble the Reader with the relation thereof. 


Of CREEPING CREATURES. 

N Ear Fungciang is found a fort of black Snakes, whofe flefli is ufed in the 
Composition of Medicines that are pteferibed as Antidotes againft Poyfon. 

In the Province of Honan , near the City Hangang , are Snakes with white 
fpcckled Skins, whofe flclh having fora convenient feafon been infufed in Wine, 
makes the fame a very ioveraign Remedy againft Lamenefs. 

In the Province of Huquang is a fort of Snake, which Phyfically ufed, is very 
good againft the Scurf and Itch. 

Of VERMINE. 

* * 

T H E Province of Xcnft is fubjeft, among many other inconveniencies, to 
this, that it has more want of Rain then the other Northern Parts } and 
this occafions every where fuch infinite Swarms of Gralhoppers, that they conti- 
nually devour the growth of the Fields, notwithftanding all the care andinduftri- 
ous diligence of the Inhabitants to prevent the fame : And this is the true caufe 
why there is very feldom any green grafs to be feen in that whole Province. But 
this very Vermin fupply the defeft they caufe, by becoming good food, infomuch 
that of thefe Gralhoppers the people make a delicate Dilh for their Tables. 

In the Province of Htiquang, near the City Tegan , is found a fort of white Wax, 
notunlike for falhion to the Honey-comb j of which they make Wax-candles, 
burnt onely by the Grandees, in regard of their price, which is much higher 
then the ordinary fort: they caft a very clear and good light, and laftlongin 
burning. 

The whole Country of China hath great numbers of Silk-worms, but in no part 
arc they in fo great abundance as in the Province of Chekiang, the Inhabitants 
whereof fpend the greateft part of their time in tending and looking after, and 
taking care to increafe them* 

In the Province of Xantitng the Trees and Fields hang lometimos full of Silk, 
which is not fpun by the before-mentioned Silk-worm, but another fort, and con- 
fifteth of long threds of white Silk, which being carried by the Wind upon the 
Trees and Houfes, is gathered together. Of this fort they weave Stuffs, but it is 
farcourfer then that which is wove of the former j which is again recompenfed 
by its durablenefs ; for k is much ftronger. 

InCbinazrc alfo found feveral ftrange Creatures, which live as well upon the 
Land as in the Water ; namely,, in the Province of Huquang, in the River Siang 
lives a Creature like a Horfc, only inftead of hair it has feales upon the Body, and 
Claws like a Tyger. It is very cruel of Nature, and will fallen upon any thing, 
when it comes out of the Water, whether Man or Beaft. 

In Qj ianUtng, near the City Hoeicheu , lives a Creature that is neither Filh not 
Fowl, but between both ; for all the Summer it is a Bird of a yellow colour, and 
therefore called Hoangcicya , and keeps upon the Mountains ; but in the Winter it 
turns fifh again, and betakes it felf to the Water. The people eat of it with great 
delight and fatisfa&ion . 

Near the City Caochen , in the River Co , are great ftore of very mifchievous Cro- 
codiles : they are called by the Indian t Caiman , having an Hide hard as Iron, and 
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only tote upon rhe belly. This Caiman has a broad forehead and a Hog-like Snout, 
with a wi de mouth. Its teeth are large, white and Rrong, fixed in both the Jaws, 
and whereof only the upper moves * for the JowcrmoR is fixed and immoveable. 
It has no Tongue, but only a Skin that cleaves to the lower Jaw, being like a 
Tongue. It has large round black Eyes : The Legs are Rrong, and the Feet 
armed with (harp Nails ; the Tayl is as long as the reR of his Body. It is faid, 
that he can live four months without eating, but at laR being hungry, he 
howls or crys out like a man. Thefe Serpents are very fwift of foot, but cannot 
fo well winde and turn, by reafon of their Riff Back-bones. They are not only 
found here, but in other parts of India, Africa , A fa, and America, efpecially in the 
River Nyle in Egypt. They live upon fifh orflefh, and when they come afhore, 
they prey upon Cattle : When they Couple, the Male lays the Female upon her 
back, otherwife by rea fon of the fhortnefs of his feet he could not copulate. The 
Female lays fixty Eggs, of the bignefs of aCoofeEgg, and is hatching of them 
fixtydays. There is no Creature to be found, that from fo fmall a beginning 
grows to fuch a largenefs * for fome are 30 foot long. They are at enmity with 
the Tyger , Serpent s^ Scorpions, See. but at amity with Hogs, which they fuller to 
pafs by them unregarded. In the day this Creature lives upon the Land, and in 
the night in the Water. When it is gorged with eating, and is fallen afieep with 
his mouth full of meat, a fmall Bird called Lrochicus, and in Italian, the King of 
Birds, Comes to him as it lyes with his mouth open, and cleanfes his teeth with 
picking and fcraping, wherewith the Crocodile is fo highly pleafed, that he opens 
his throat as wide as is poflible, that fo the Bird may fcour the fame for which 
kindnels it bears much friendlhip unto it. The Chinefes eat the flefh thereof with 
great delight : It is reported, that Termus King of Egypt fwam amongft them fiark 
naked, having his body only anointed with the greafe of them. 

In the River Chaobjtng is a hifli called the fwimming Cow, which comes often out 
of the Water, and fights at Land with the tame Cows, to their great hazard, till 
its horns grow weak by flaying out of the Water, which may be difcerned by its 
turning yellow ; then with all fpeed returns into the Water, where the horns 
grow hard again. 

Near to Caocheu there is to be feen a fort of Creature in the Sea, which has a head 
like a Bird, a tayl like a fifh, and in its belly fome precious Stones. 

Between this City and the IfJand Hainan, are taken a fort of Crabs, which as 
loon as they are out of the Water, become petrified, and are turned into Rones : 
The Portuguefcs and Chinefes make ufe of thefe for the Cure of Agues. 

In the 1 rovince ol buchtt, near tne City of Clwnlfng, are great Rore of Land- 
Tortoifesof fevcral fizes ; fome very large, and others very fmall, which the Inha- 
bitants keep in their houfes for their pleafure. 

But in Quantang, near to Hoeicheu, there are caught in the Sea fuch very large 
Toitoifes, that they look like little Rocks at a diRance. The Land as well as the 
Sea-Tortoifes engender after the manner of the Adder-Snake, the Male getting 
upon the Female. They lay Eggs' like Hen-Eggs, but lefi’er, and more oval. It 
is faid of them, that they live underground in the Winter without eating : they 
are afraid of the Eagle, which makes prey of them, taking them up, and letting 
them fall till they break. They make but little noife, yet louder then the Snake. 
Whether they arc tb be reckoned amongRFldhor Fifh, is Rill to be deter- 
mined. Some account them amongR the Fifh, and eat them in Lent ; others 
tii;nk fiie contrary, becanfe they have feet, and draw breath. 

T1 J e Land-Tortoife fliells arc very hard, and like Ebony, nor will they bend 
-nte thofe of the Sea ; but they are full of knobs hpon the top, and mofi of them 
are of very une colcurs.yellow and brown, as if they were painted with CrofTes 

and 
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perfons may fit ,n one. But the Sea-Tortoifa ate much larger then thofe of the 
Land. John de Lery writes, that there was one taken by their Fleet, which gave 
eighty perfons their bellies full. Their (hells are much fmoother and flatter then 
the other, and very curioufly wrinkled. In hot water they will bend intoany lhape 
which the other will not, by reafon of its hardnefs ; fo that Artificers make Combs 
and Boxes of them. In (lead of feet they have Fins, wherewith they fwim as other 
fifh ; but they lye much upon their backs, and fwim deeping upon the water 
The flelh of this Creature is lufeious, and talks like Veal, being interlarded with 
fat, and yellowilh. The Female lays her Eggs by night, and buries them in the 
Sand, which are hatched in fix weeks time by the heat of the Sun. 


I N the lafifeven Chapters I fpokc of great and admirable things, yet fuch as 
arc not beyond the ordinary Courfe of Nature : but in this I (hall treat of 
fome more wonderful, which are hard to be credited, though the Chinefes do firm- 
ly believe the fame. 

In the Province of Xenfi , near the City Vucung , is a Hill called Taipe, which if 
a Drum be beaten upon it, prefcntly followeth Thunder, Lightning, and ftormy 
weather, infomuch that the Magillrates have forbidden all perfons upon pain of 
death to beat any Drum there. 

The River Tan has red fifh, with whofe blood (as the Chinefes write and fancy) 
whofoever anoint their feet, they may wade over this River without finking ; ad- 
ding further, that if the water of this River be but ftirred, all the fifh prefently rife 
and fwim upon the top of the water, and make it look as red as fire, from whence 
in probability it had its name > for Tan fignifies red. 

In the Province of Xantung , near the City Nivyang > is a Spring in high efieem 
amongfi: the Inhabitants } for they verily believe that whofoever drinks of it, 
it makes them long-liv’d. 

In Sucbeu , near the City Cbingtn , is the mofi large and extenfive Mountain 
Cbingching, upon which, according to the vain belief of the Chinefes, the immor- 
tal men meet and converfe. 

In the Province of Huquang , upon Mountains of an incredible height and big- 
nefs, inhabit none but wild and uncivilized people. 

Near to Liencbcng, a City of Quantung , lyes a great Hill called Zlhoang, where 
grows a fort of Fruit whofe fecond is noc to be found any where elfe } for you 
may eat fo much as you plcafe, but youmufi carry none away, for in fo doing, 
you can never find the way down. 

In the Province of Jnnnan y near the City Chinhyang. , is to this day a great Stone 
to befeen, wher cSitoulo, who pofleffed the Kingdom of Mang, gave Auc!i;nce to 
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the Embafladours of another King, who upon the delivery of their Meflage not 
fatisfying him, he arifing in anger, and taking his Sword naked into his hand, 
ftruck with it fo violently upon the Stone, that the blow pierced above three foot 
into it, and with threatning words faid to the Embafladours, Go and acquaint your 
King what Swords l have. This hapned in the Reign of Iliaouvm , the Founder 
of the Race Hana , which incorporated the powerful Kingdom of Mung to the 
Kingdom of China . 

Near the City M unghoa, in the Province of Honan , lyes the Mountain Fung - 
hoang, whifh took its name from the Phenix, bccaufeit dyed upon the fame, after 
it had fung there a while moft delicioufly. The Chinefes relate, that there is a 
general Aflembly of Birds once a year upon this Mountain, to lament the death of 
the faid Phenix ; of which time the Inhabitants taking notice, climb up by night 
with Lights, and fetch abundance of mod: rare and curious Birds. 

Near the City Fuencheu is the Mountain V anhu , which is reputed the higheft of 
all Hills } and this name was given to it, becaufeten thoufand people, in the time 
of the Inundation of the World, got upon the top of this Mountain, to avoid the 
danger of drowning. 

Near to Tingcbeu is a Mountain called Kin, upon which are three Pools, which 
turn Iron that is flung into them, into Copper immediately. 

There are feveral other ftrange Pools, Springs, and Wells to be found in China , 
fomc whereof are very foveraign for the Cure of many Diftempers of the Body. 

On the W eft-fid e of the City Caifung , in the Province Honan , lyes a Pool called 
Kinning , which the Imperial Race Sunga caufed to be digged for the difeiplining 
and training up Sea-men, to make them expert in Sea«fights, which was very much 
ufed by the Emperour Taicungus. This Pool is fo very pleafant, that round about 
the fame are built feveral brave Palaces of the Grandees, befides divers Idol- 
Temples. 


CHAP. XVIII. 

Of the CHINESE KINGS and EMPEROUR S, which have governed 
in CHINA before and fince CHRISTS BIRTH. 

B EFORE I make mention of the Wars between the people of China and 
the Tartars , I fhall fpeak in fhort of the Genealogy of the Kings and Empe- 
rours who have reigned there before and fince the Birth of Chrift. 

Firft then obferve, that before Chrifts Birth, between the years of the World 
2207, an< ^ the year 2pij2,cightEmperours fucceeded one another in the Govern- 
ment of that Empire, which took not the fame by Inheritance, but after the death 
of one, another was elefted by Plurality of Voices. But after that time the Go- 
vernment became hereditary, and the next Heir to the preceding King fucceeded 
after his death. 

The firft eight Elective Kings were Fohim , Xinnungm , Hoangtius , Xaohavm, 
Chuenhiom , Com , Tam , and Xunm. All the Tranfadions during the Reign of thefe 
eight Elective Kings, and the following Imperial Races, before and after Chrifts 
Birth, are not in the leaft doubted, but firmly believed by all the people, in regard 
theHiftories of thofe Times are faithfully transferred to Pofterity by the then 
Chronologcrs : For it has been a conftant (and without doubt) a moft laudible 
cuftom amongft them, that the new Emperour does appoint and order fome of the 
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large, without fraud or flattery. Out of this voluminous wLl'' whkh^” ’* 
hends tn general all the great Tranfaftions of the whole Empire the rT'T 
for eafe of memory have made an ExtraS or Epitome of rh/ n Cbmefi, 
paffages. But as to what part before the eight Elefled F„m "™ arliable 

themfelves are very doubtful, becaufe the Books of thofe Timlsarefolfo'f s”/” 
ious Stories, as well relating; to the Age of thp l tu °* rK * ICU " 

vernours : For according to the fantaftick belief of thofe Writer! ^heW tf G °a 
have been created fome thoufands of years before the Flood ’ ™ W ° r d muft 
But before I proceed to the Lives and Actions of the FioL p T „ . 

in a few words declare what Kings and Princes are feipneifi-r* i P T° ^ 
over China, before the Government of FA»' the firftff th«n M the Rule 

The Cbincfessit ign, that the firft man, whom they alfo owne for their r H r 
vernour, was called Phohchhs, and had his Original out of a confnfed I G °‘ 
out of an Egg ; though fome of the more Learned in are of 

C J" Ac ""’ ,hc f Son f » the firfl man that with his followers’ peo- 
pled Cbma, and that from h,m they all had their Rife. They alfo add thatfob 

Comm was preferred to the Government when he was 500 years old and that 
after him the eight Elcft Empcrours governed thofe CountrL and Inhabitant, 
as hath been and (hall be more folly related. Yet they tell us, that after theT- 
ccafe of this P noncum , one Tienboanatts fuccecdcd in the Govern,™ * f u r 

‘"'jTf’tft 1 ! fp “ 1 ' • A " l “ SSSSTitSS 

covered the face of the Earth , and by degrees introduced good Manners and 
taught the people, being then very docible, Civility and Morality ; but efpe’cially 
when the great Dragon was killed, which had molefted the whole World by 

of foeSra h r m d-o ey °" e " Iw was very skilful in the courfe 

of the Stars, difongmflied the days and nights by name , and ordering every month 

to confiftoi thirty days. When he was deceafed, they write, that nine other 
Ae"icms CCtdCd ’ ^ Aey alto 8 cther ignorant both of their Names and 

Alter which nine followed, according to their Legend, Ginhoangns with ano- 
ther nine of his Faintly. He divided the Country into nine parts, whereof one 
was given ro the people to inhabit, and the other eight he appointed for Hus- 
bandry : and bythts means he brought the people, who at fir ft as wild and unci- 
vilized, lived dilperfed, to bring their habitations near together, though yet they 
had no hollies. His Reign, they fay, was a golden Age ; for the Earth brought 
lorth iruit of it fcJf without much labour. This Prince cared for his Subjeds 
with more then a fatherly love, who on the other hand honoured and fervedhim 
as dutiful Children obeyed their Father. J 

After him followed one Tens , who inftru&ed the people that had long lived in 
Holes and Caves of the Mountains, to make Huts and little Edifices of Wood to 
defend themfelvesagainfl the fury of wild Beafts : For till this time they were 
ignorant of moft things ufeful for the fupport and fuftenance of life ; for they had 
not fo much as heard of Husbandry, nor knew how to ftrike fire, wherewith ei- 
ther to drefs their Vifluals, or to refrefh the body : but they lived only upon 
wild Herbs and Fruits, and devoured the raw flefhof wild Creatures, and drank 
their blood, going for the moft part naked, or at the beft wearing only the undrefi: 
Skin of fome wild Creature they had killed, about fome part of their body. 

After the death of this Tens , Snjus reigned, who was very skilful in Aftrology. 
He taught, that there were five Elements, as Metal, Wood, Water, Earth, and 

' Fire ; 
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Fire ; which laft he obferved in the Air. He was alfo the firft that made the 
difeovery of Fir?, by rubbing one piece of Wood againft another. There 
was no kind of Money or Coy n, either Silver or Gold in his days * but they ex- 
changed Commodity for Commodity, by way of Barter. Thus far their hardly- 
believed Hiftorics proceed, which whether trueorfalfe, (hall be no task forme 
to dtfeover; but leaving them as they are, I fhall return to fpeak of the eight Ele& 
Emperours before-mentioned, the firft whereof was Fohms^ whom the Chinefes 
called Thienfu, that is, the Son of Heaven, and with this name they ftill entitle all 
their Emperours. They fay, and haply believe it, that he was brought into the 
World by his Mother without a Father \ for as {he was walking by the fide of the 
Pool which runs through the City L antbien, in the Province of Xenft, fhe trod ac- 
cidentally (as Fame luggefis it) in the footfteps of a man, which was in the Sand 
upon which, being immediately with Iris or the Rain-bow, (he proved to be with 
Child, and at her fulltime brought forth this Fohius in that Province, who took 
upon him the Government 2952 years before Chrifts Birth, and reigned one hun- 
dred and fifteen years. 

4 This Emperour was a man of a moft upright and vertuous difpofition, very well 
skilled in Aftrology, fecking thereby as well to know and underftand the motions 
of the Heavens and Stars, as to be famed for the well managing Earthly Affairs ; 
and indeed he made difeovery of feveral things relating to Aftrology, and intro- 
duced very good Laws, whereby he kept his Subjefis in awe, reducing the fame in- 
to Writing, having for that purpofe invented the firft and moft ancient Chinefe 
Chara&ers. 

Till this Princes time there was in China amongft the Men and Women no dif- 
ference, either of Habit or Manner s neither did they know the civilized limits of 
lawful Wedlock, but lived as beafts, in common one among another. Both thefe 
things he reformed, ordaining the facred Rites of Marriage, and ordering the men 
to wear their Cloaths diftin£l in falhion from thofe of the women. 

After the death of Fobins, Xinnungns was Ele£led Emperour, by reafon of his 
eminent Vertues, and reigned 1 40 years. He firft invented the ufe of the Plough 
for Tillage of the ground, and taught the Inhabitants the ufe thereof, who finding 
the benefit, began to manure the Land of their own accord, which requited their 
induftry with a plentiful Crop of Fruit for the better fuftenance of life, and for 
this reafon they called him Xinnungi, which fignifies the ingenious Husbandman. 
He was alio a diligent Searcher into the Vertues of all Herbs and Plants, making 
Experiments thereof upon his own body. After he had reigned 140 years, one 
HoangtinS ) a petty King, his Neighbour, made War upon him, in which he loft his 
Kingdom, together with hi s life. The defeat was received upon the Mountain 

Fano , in the place where now the City Tekjng is feituated, in the Province of JPe- 
hjng •, the Inhabitants of which place ftill retain fomc memory of that War, it 
being, as they fay, the firft that ever was waged in the World : And thus by force 
of Arms Hoangtius came to the Empire, who neverthelefs for Vertue, goodnefsof 
mind, and comely lhape of face and body, was hardly ever to be parallelled. He 
made feveral good Laws, and particularly ordered juft Weights and Meafures .• 
But all thefe Vertues were in fome meafure fullied by his feeming Tyranny } for 
he always kept an Army on foot, wherewith he kept the Rebellious in awe : And 
indeed there was nothing blame-worthy in him but this, and his treacherous falling 
upon the foregoing Emperour, and taking his Kingdom from him : However he 
governed very prudently, and had a particular care of the welfare of his Subje&s 
one teftimony whereof appeared in his advancing Commerce , which hitherto 
bad been hindered by uripaffable ways : for the bringing of which to pafs, for the 
commodity and good of the trading travelling man, hecaufed ways to be digged 
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the two colours of Heaven and Ear"h h/ ", ye "7“b in of 

Colours and then commanded the more wealth^ 7 ^7 dyh * ftveraI 
ft Ives, by wearing apparel dift'erent in colour fm P T P o '° d,f,in S“l<h them- 
were great and broad, f ot the better and ll r P °° r ‘ , Wh "e Rivers 
tne Trunk of the Trees to be hollowed nnf ' ca . ,e ^ ran sfretati°n, he caufed 
the fmaller, and fuch as were narrow hr n A Vd • j 1C f ° rm of Boats ’ but over 
ing that difference in * h Arf find- 

Trade, he ordered Brafs-monev to be covnerl a ,ng .' c ^°! c ^ e promotion of 

felvcs againd an Enemy, helc ol founl, 3 " ', 0 drfend it and them- 
taught his Subjefis how to handle them There ,nvent j on of Arms, but 
ftrange, but how true, I will not decided rhar • If ^' vh,cl “ is certainly 

an Herb of that Nature and Vertue that if an h ft H ‘* r ° f h,s Pa,ace there § rew 
would turn and bow towards him L the Sun 7 7 °" ‘T mCo the fa "*> « 

He had by his Wives twJr. fcwer d ° CS to the Sun - 

fully begotten, and lived to fee them L man’s 7 7 >Ch WCre fourtcen ,aw - 
reporthe never dyed, but was ^ C ei V cd 77X77/? Which is m ° re - 
and doubtlefs this may with great reafon be (Yd ' n X ‘"7'7 t ,s ’ tlle Immortal! 
lized for his Vertue j all the Chineh F ^ ^ or ^ ,s name Is immorta- 

felves the by-name of Hoanot’ms as the fince hls time taking to them- 

fumed the Name of C^fars Em P erours after the firft Cdfa af* 

inferior to his Father for^mu^ oTc^T 0 ^ ^ is Tfarone > being neither 

and nintyfeventh year beforeChrJftV^ kX* the tWo tboufand five hundred 
all the Emperours that caufed a difi - A- ’ - C ra, 8 ne< ^ ^4 ycars.He was the firft of 
Mandorins or Magiftrates bv their fev" n" m - d /S recs an d Dignities of the 
a cuflom to this day, for e’ve^y Marrifirat b . CanngS ° f B,rds and Colours ; for it is 

whereby his place and EmpU.nen? n, u 1 ° 1 P articu ' a <- coloured habit, 

or any other mark embroidered With Cold a = ' 1 ° tl ? ,s . cl ? <1, the >' bear a Bird 

and before upon the Bread that fo ev 7 77' b °' h bc >ll,d u P on the Ba ck, 

place and Dignity he cnioycs • Whi kw b ° dy t . U ' me ctshim, may know what 
known s for inch as ha vein e! ““ °[ Bad S«°f dirtinflions areeafily 
tame Birdsfor theircognTfaZ -TuXc " ' he ? Vil ^ 

gons, Lyons, Tygets, f ni^hke wdS rTd “? ^7 ^ 

nature of War. The Em Demur V / u J cs > which declare the deftru&ive 

Creatures, the rather, Kfc at^hebT m ° f Birds bcfore od >« 

appeared, which was a figrt of much prof^ritv to his E algn .’ 7 B 'f- d °/ tbe Slln 
are long before thev coine ^ .. Empire: for if thefe Birds 

not be of , 01 ^ continuance, bTt Aat ther^Will be War tbat . tbe ^ Inpe ^> a I R ace will 
fort of Bird this is, Icould never underftand but T " P m them ' What 
feribe it, it is not unlike an Eagle onlv tlieVearh ^ ding t0 ,ts fta P e » as the y de- 

Regularity of colours, as other^uty J CUri ° US ,’ “ We " for 

may befuppofed to be the Phenix, by them called^ w' 7We,y appearS > !t 

vernment, in the year before Chrids Birth ac ^d a o ° ° f 7 G °' 

tmued the vertuous courfes of his Ancedors, both in rofgiouf and worldly Cbn- 

V v v J 

v v cerns. 
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ccrn8 Amongft the reft a Law was made that no perfon of what quality foe ver, 
^ n /i £' " d JL ed t o offer to the Gods, but the Emperour only ; fo great an 
cftecin they had in thofe days of Ecclefiaftical Employments, that they were not 

to be exercifed by any but the greateft Princes. , . , 

No fooner was Chnenbions dead, but his Nephew Cons fucceeded him, being as 
his Predeceflors, very eminent in all manner of vertueand goodnefs : He wascho- 
fcr Emperour 2435 years before Chrifts death : He married four Wives, which 
was very rare in thofe days, and had four Sons by them ; one of them named Cions 
he procured by performing fome promife to the fupreme Emperour of Heaven : 
Another of his Wives bore a Son called K ins, who was faid alfo to be given to her 
by the Gods, through importunity of Prayer, having been always barren before. 
The third Woman had a Child in the fourth month of her Marriage, which was 
called Tans , having firft feen in her deep a red Dragon, which is held by the Cbi- 
nefes for a fign of great profperity. The fourth had a Son called Chens . This laft 
was preferred to the Throne by his Father Cons before all the reft, being obferved 
b- him to be the moft inclined to vertue and goodnefs : But the good old man 
was much miftaken *, for he was no fooner in the Throne, but he fell into all man- 
ner of'Debauchery, giving himfelf upfomuch to Women and Drinking, that he 
negletfed the Affairs of the State ; And being often admonilhed by the Magiftrates 
to take better care of his Government, but continuing ftill in hislewdnefs, the 
Subject (who had been for the moft part governed by juftandvertuoiis Prin- 
ces) judged that he was unworthy to raign any longer, fo that they depofed him 
in the ninth year of his Raign, and fet up his Brother Tansin his place. 

This Tans, who began to raign in the year 2357 before Ghnfts Birth, and go- 
verned 90 years, is renowned in all the Chinefe Hiftories for a mo vertuous 
Prince : And certainly if regard be had to the greatnefs of his Aaions, and the 
whole courfe of his moft exemplary life, he may, for honourable Achievements, 
be compared with the beft of fdnees chat ever fwayed that Scepter. A certain 
Rookca- edXw, publifhcd in his Raign, mentions in (hort his fame, in 1 the U* 
words : The Noble and Heroick Aaions of Tans have filled the whole \\ orld 
with Admiration *, fuch was his extraordinary diligence, and efteeme o every 
body according to his Worth, Uoderftanding, Civility, and quicknefs o appre ien- 
fion, that all perfons efteeme d him according to the grandeur of his merit, and Inch 
his good Fortune, that whatfoever he undertook, was brought to pafs by him. 

The Hiitorical Books of thofe Parts mention, that during his Government, the 
Sun did not fet for the fpace often days, and a general fear polTeffcd the peop e, 
that the world would have bee r; deftroyed by a general Conflagration, in *<-g ai u 
there hadhapnedfeveral great Fires at that time. They likewife iepoft, t at t tc 
fame time feveral ftrange Monfters, as Snakes and Dragons crept out from nm c t 
the ground, and that this Tans in thefe difmal times, and notwithftanding all thole 
dreadful Accidents, carried himfelf with fo much piety and care for the welfare of 
his Subje&s, that he was looked upon by every body as the Redeemer and Deli- 
verer of his Country. 

To defeend to Particulars of this Emperour, he was very much addi&ed to 
Aftrology, being inftru&ed therein by the two Famous Men, Hitts and Hous, 
perfons more then ordinarily expert in that Science j he was only eminent for 
knowledge and induftry p f° r bis Wife the Emperefs taught otHer women how to 
breed and raife Silk- worms, and the Art of preparing and weaving of Silk. When 
he had thus civilized the people, by his own and his Wifes inftru&ions to the 
knowledge of Manufactures, he forthwith new modelled the Government, and in- 
troduced the fix Judicatures or Benches of Juftice, to wit, $ipu, Hopu> Liwpu, 
Yimpiiy Camp'd^ and Hnmpu. 

Whan 
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When he had thus fetled the Affairs of his State in order,, hedcpofed i.intW 
and transferred the Government in h« .life time upon another ; in which more then 
ulna! at , ion, i,e had more regard to the good of the Publick, then to the welfare 
and affed.on of his own Children and Relations, all whom he voluntarily paft bv 
although no ways inferior to him in knowledge and i:r_ __ /r y ' 


, P . a . 'knowledge and uprightnefsof life, and furren- 

dred the Empire to a ft ranger m blood, not for relpefl of his Princely Alliance but 
only the Emincncy or his Vertue and Integrity. ’ 

And as a fingular Teftimony of this his zeal for the good of his Country I fell 
only give you this one Example, namely, he was once difcourfing with one Fan 
gins, a mo ft. noted and learned Perfon of his Council, he told him, that he was 
in a very great fufpencc whom he ffiould chufe to be his Succeffor, the Councel 
lor made him this anfwer. There is one of your own Princely Family your eldeft 
Son Chus and rightful Heir, upon whom you may fettle your Empire ; the good- 
nefs of whofe Nature, extraordinary Prudence, quicknefs of Wit, treading in your 

Royal fteps, and imitating your laudible Exemplar, merits no lefs : And if your 

Servants Counfel be acceptable to your Ears, I (hall advife you to fettle in the Go- 
vernment this your eldeft Son, and no other. But Fans interrupting his Dif- 
courfe, faid, You know, Fangmt, that I take as much diftafte at the commending 
of bad, as I do at the difeommending of good people .• My Son is unready in 
Speech, and flow of Tongue, his words and his deeds not agreeing ; true it i«, he 
knows in outward geftures how to behave himfclf as a wife man,' but inwardly he 
is nothing. 

Not long after, being about the feventieth year of his Raign, he fent for one 
Sungous , one of his greateft Favourites and Councellors, to whom he fpoke in this 
manner : I find the weight of a Crown too heavy for my aged Head, and there- 
fore intend to furrender up my Empire to you, having in all my time obferved 
none fo fit for it, cither for Vertue or Wifdom. But Sungous unacquainted with 
ambitious thoughts, abfolutely refilled to accept of it, modeftly protefting his in- 
Efficiency to fo great a Charge, for that he was not furniflied with thofe Quali- 
ties wherewith an Emperour ought to be provided ; and fo neither worthy of 
that Honour, nor able to undergo that burthen. When Tans faw him perfifting 
immoveably in his refolution not to accept of the Government, he demanded of 
him, whom he judged worthy of the lame ? to whom Sungous , in the Prefence of the 
Emperours Counfel, made this anfwer ; Since you are plealed to inquire of me, O 
King, whom I judge worthy to be a Succelfor in your Empire, though there are 
many others better able to advife in a point of fo high a Naturc,yet I ffiall acquaint 
you with that which I fuppofe and hope may tend to your own and the Empires 
good. There is (faid he proceeding) a Husbandman, your Subjeft and a Batche- 
lor, lookt upon by all fora very honeft man, and for his piety, vertue, and good 
dilpofition, is fo beloved and refpe&ed among hjs Neighbours, that they will give 
or lend him their Monies, Lands, and Houfes without asking: And fo great is their 
opinion of his prudence, that upon all occafions they ask his advice and follow it: 
His Name is Xunus , who by his vertuous and exemplary life, hath reclaimed 
many vitious and debauched perfons, and brought them to be Imitators of his 
good nefs and fobriety $ although his misfortune is great in this, that his Father 
called a Fool, his Mother a pertinacious woman, -and full of tongue, and 

his. Brothers’ proud, haughty, and willful. The Emperour Tans having heard this 
Relation, told him* that he would fend to inquire concerning the Abilities of this 
Co mifortuqately-extra^ed wile man, which not long after he accordingly did *? 
upt>n whofe coming* at firft he was intruded with the Government of the IFcJl 
Country only, which the Emperour did to be fatisfied of his ability andhonefty : 
And according to the Character, given of him, herein Xu/ms fo well behaved him-- 
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felt, that every body, and efpecially Taus,d id with admiration reverence him, and 
finding him every way qualified for his turn, took him to his affiftance, and call the 
whole Government upon his fhouldcrs : In which high Eftimation and Grandeur 
he continued for the (pace of 28 years, that the noble Prince Tans lived. 

But at laft Tans over-laden with years, and ready to dye (in the year before 
Chiifts Birth 2258) admonifhed Xunus upon his Death-bed, to accept of the Go- 
vernment, in thefe or the like words : Draw near to me, and hear thefe my laft 
words ; I have tokens enough of your virtue and honefty, and that your words and 
deeds are correfpondent each toother: Therefore youmuft accept of the Scepter, 
which is due to your Vertues and Services. Take care of the welfare and good df 
your Subje&s as a Father, and remember that you muftferve, not enflave the peo- 
ple, and fo they will love, and not fear you ; for this reafon a King exceeds ali 
hisSubje£b,becaufe he alone is to take care, and to watch over all the reft. Having 
thus faid, he yielded up the Ghoft, for whom Xunus mourned, not as one Friend 
mourns for another, but as a Son for his Father : For according to the Cuftom of 
the Country, where Sons lament their Parents death, he left the Government 
wholly to his Councel, and continued three whole years at the Grave of his Prince, 
without removing from it. 

This Solemnity of Grief being paft, and Xunus returned to the exercife of his 
Government, he quickly gave proofs of his Prudence and Clemency, which cau- 
fed him to be very much beloved by hisSubje&s. It is reported, that in each 
Eye he had two Balls or Apples, which was, and /Fill is held by the Chinefes for a 
fign of extraordinary Fortune. 

Being now letled, he divided the Inhabitants into feveral Companies, and gra- 
tified each according to his worth and parts with Offices j he either made new 
Laws and Cuftoms, or reformed the old. The fix Benches of Judicature ere&ed 
by his Predeceflor Taus, were reduced by him into a better form : Afterwards he 
divided the whole Empire into twelve Provinces, which he vifited yearly in Per- 
fon, and whatever learned or wife men he found, them he cheriffied and preferred 
above all others. He gave in charge to the Governours and Mandorins of Pro- 
vinces, to promote Agriculture and Tillage above all other things ; That they 
fhould accommodate and (hew themfelves kind to all Strangers and Travellers , 
To put into Offices only fuch as were able, and of known and approved integrity, 
and give credit to honeft and good people. He devifed likewife five forts of pu- 
nifhmcnts, according ro which Malefa&ors were to fuffer, as the greatnefs of the 
Crime.did deferve : And they were firft, either with life, 2. Cutting oft* the 
Nolc, 3. a Foot, 4. a Hand, 5* ° r pulling out the Teeth. He introduced like- 
wile the cuftom of baniffiing Malefactors, the chiefeft whereof were to be exiled 
out of the Limits of that Empire, and to be forced to live and refide amongft Fo- 
reign people. Another thing yet very obfervableof him, is this, that during his 
Reign he forbid that any Ihould obey him meerly for fear of his Authority, be- 
caufe he was Emperour, but rather for love of his goodnefs, becaufe he ordered 
that which was juft and right. 

During his Government, the Tartars (of whom never any mention was made 
before in the Chine] e Hiftories) broke into China , plundering, and making Inroads 
tnto moft of the Provinces : But the good Prince, who only cared for the welfare 
of his Subjefts, having raifed a great Army, marched with it againft them, and by 
main force fubduing the Enemy, fetlcd his Empire again in peace and quietnefs. 
But fince that time , which is many Ages fince, the Tartars never left mo- 
cii.ngan difturbing the laid Countries, rill now at laft in our days they have 
made themfelves Matters of the whole, as I fliall mention hereafter. 

At the time of this Invafion, as F hi SI ns flu Sin tn feqnitur , one evil feldom goes 
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rcrs which throned to overflow' tMowe’r partfof tPc ' 0repCl thch ' gl ’ Wa ' 
Experiments, he gave order at kfi- tr, £ ts of the Country. After many 

fame ; but he not being able to perform^ - ° "r 3 Bank again A the 

charge of the Work was committed to his Son r C3VH ? ^ ? me im P erfc &> the 
years effected it, to the } Z I' 1 /' 10 f P acc ofthirteen 

hisdefign ail that while with fuch earneftncfs°ri,a! I 1 u^' a"” ’ fol,owir1 ? 

Some part of this great and ftupendio" s Work mav b'T Z Y 01 fc P 
Royal Channels, in which great Veffels pafs and fail '° ' da >’’ as tlle 

ther t For the making whereof the Workmen wcre^coin^fle^to^dV rh “t 
Rocks in fome places, and to divide or enr orear R Pd d, S throu g h 
and make inlets for them into the Sea : by which hirt ft'° ' W ° °a ,hree ’ 

ground was drained, and recovered from the water under which fthad f" 
merged ultra Memoriam Tlii? l,ko .... Ul 'ucr wiucii it had lain im- 

ufed in the accomplishing this grlat Wo^k fo’ gCnCe ’., and dextcrit y °f Tvm 
the Emperour, that hema^e h f h X at coZ Uf> °? ^ affcai °" ° ( 
palling by his own Son , fo Z they 

Envy to each other (which is a very ftrange thing ) p 0 ver.™d ZZ™ T" °\ 
Power and Authority. At the end of wlfirl. S < gover ” ed *7 Y«r s with equal 

eldeft Son taking it ill that 1 W fhould be^SdbST '° ^ “a f 
took it for granted, that the Scepter did by hereditary Rigl-t h l’""’ “ T d !* 
endeavoured to feat himfelfin the Imperial Throneby force of Anm R'r”’ 1^ 
Stratagems, Policy, or Force foever he ufed, all proved v ain fo he ro 7 r 
prevail, the generality of the people adhering cordiaUv ro r° h , 

fome m ,rouble! rVing ° f ' ^ °' 0Wn S Which accordin g 1 y was fetled upon him aft"! 

to bXySffiE and^rfft' Im P erial Race > which hecaufed 

Chaft^ ^ after h ‘f’ )aftof EmperOurs : For when the Royal 

him and from ri!! ^ '“1"° V °' d ’ '* a°" W “ unallimo “% Emitted to fucceed 

rJrf'n^hfy^btfo^A 1 -],’ " hicl > llad >« beginning in the before-mentioned 

in a 1 ch r ' m Zi Sct r^‘ y™ 

Government o (CbiZ E»'P^our S , who fticceeded each other in the 

nisR.ce being extinfl for want of Iff uc , arofe the Family of whereof 
the Emperour Ta^nr, the year before Chtifts Birth tydd, was the firft who 
called .t Xwa, from a Lordfhip of the fame name he poffeffed. This Family 
produced 28 tmperours, and fat upon the Throne fucceffively for dco years and 
upwards, to wit, to the year before Chrifis Birth im. * 

l '" e / adcd ’ in the year before Chrifts Birth 1122, arofe the third 
called whole Founder was one F„«r, who at the beginning of hi, Reign 

ct !Z 't'^r e p Ca, Cd ZfZ U n' tllacis > :i Warriou!; 37 E.nperours p!o- 
out of this Family, and all fucceffively fwayed the Scepter : Which ending 

about the year before Chtifts Birth 2 4 d, the fourth Race called Ciua ftood up! 

whole I-ounder was named Chwgut ■, but altering his Name, was called X,},. 

1 his Race, wlncn gave its Name to the whole Empire ( as I have already related 1 

was yet but of Ihort continuance, there having fprung but three Emperours from 

30(5 CC , W 10 rc, 8 ned 4 ° years, and then failing about the year of Chrifts Birth 

The fifth Race called Han„, got into the Throne : the Founder of it was one 
UHpMgH! whofe Succeffor in a direft Line held the Sovereignty of China till the 

year 264 after Chrifts Birth. X xx This 
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This Family being brought under, the fixth Race called Cyna got into the 

Throne, and governed till the year of Grace 419. within the compafs of which 
years there were five Kings at one time, who were called Vtai, and waged very 
cruel’ Wars one againft another for above 40c years. At laft having worried and 
wcakned each other, they were all fubdued by the feventh Race called Tanga , 
which feized upon the whole Empire, and reigned with his Pofterity till the year 
of Chrifi: 618. 

No fooncr was this Race of Tanga at an end, but in the year 923 lucceeded the 
eighth called Snnga , in which the Government continued till the year of our Lord 
1278, when the Tartars , after a long and tedioufly deftru&ive War with this 
Family Sunga for 73 years, conquered the whole Empire, extirpating the whole 
Family, and fet up a new one called Ivena , which reigned over the Chitiefes till the 
year 1 368. But in the fame year appeared a Prieft called Chu, who with the afli- 
France of his Country-men expelled the tartars, and fetled himfelf in the Throne, 
a (Turning the Name and Style of Hunguvus , which fignifies the warlike Souldier ; 
from whom fprung the Race of Taicinga , which held the Crown 280 years, but 
at laft was brought under, and wholly rooted out in the year 1644. by the Tartars , 
who once more conquered and over-ran the whole Empire, and ere&ed a new Ge- 
neration of Royal Blood called Taicinga , under its firft Founder Xuncbius , who 
was born great Cham of Tartary . And thus having led you as it were by the hand 
to the Tartar Government, it will not be amifs to (hew you, as briefly as the 
Subje& will bear, as well the caufe as the manner of that terrible Devaluation, 
which not only extirpated the fame Family, but brought the whole Country to the 
flavifti fabje&ion of their uncivilized Barbarifm. 

The Tartars , who for Antiquity go beyond all other people in Afia , and from 
whom many and feveral Nations are fprung, did in the year 2158 before Chrifts 
Birth, make very bloody Wars againft the Chinefes, wherein they were fometimes 
Conquerours poflefling the Land, and at other times conquered and driven out 
again. Now it is to be obferved, That under the Name of l artars I underftand 
here,thofe people that have their habitations on the North-fide of that moft re- 
nowned and famous Wall, in former times built againft the Invafions of thofe 
Barbarians , and reaching from Eajt to W eji 300 Dutch miles in length. 

For what caufe or reafon thefe people have bo -, n for fo many Ages fo much 
malice and hatred to one another (as appears by th b’oody Wars they have made} 
t heCbinefe Hiftories make no mention * Bur others who would feem to be curious, 
and underftanding Infpe&ors theiein, aferibe ir to the difference of Cuftoins and 
Manners of thele two Nations ; for as pa.ity of Manners is a concealed begin- 
ning and introduction of Friendfliip 5 fo on the other hand, a difference therein is 
the O iginal and true occafion of Enmiry. Now how much the Tartars and Chi - 
nefes differ in their Cuftomsand Manners, will eafily bemads appear by the daily 
Employments and A£fions each of them affe<fts from rhe Ciadle. The Chinefe is 
of an aftable and peaceable difpofition, addicted to Husbandry, and loving all 
good Arts and Sciences. But the Tartar , on the other hand, delights in nothing fo 
much as Hunting, being very cunning and deceitful, lufting after War, and of a 
very loofe and uncivil comportment. It is true, both endeavour to (hun idlenefs, 
but with intentions very incoherent : the one to Jive temperately and honeftly > 
but the other only to range abroad in a wild and beftial Barbarifm. 

It cannot be denied, but that the Tartars and Chineses have waged War one 
againft another for many Ages, yet I dare be bold to fay, we read of none fo terri- 
ble as thofe in this our Age ; for thereby the 7 artars have not only made them- 
felves Mafters of all the faid Empire, but extirpated the laft Royal Line, that there 
is not any Veftiginm or trace left of them in being. In (hort, that the occafion of 

this 


the Empire of C 
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this laft War may be the more fully and clearly underftood I afu ~ 7 ~ 

yoa the twofirft Conqaefts of China, by way of Proemium. ’ ’ URt ° 

You mufr hrlr then take notice, that the Peonlo nf WeftT*** • r i 

had brought under their Power ahnoft alt Afta, which is the fruitfulfft" 
inhabited Wot. d they fell upon the 

Chnfts Birth } which was continued (as is before hinted) for above 73 y ea ££ h 
fo great ammoflty, that at I aft m the year 1278, the whole Fmn im 73 ru , 
by them. The Tartars after this fo total a Conquefl feded a X Linaa ^ 
own Country in the Throne, called Ivetta, whofe Off-fprine for nine C^ ° f * e ' r 

Th.e tartars having thus long peaceably enjoyed the whole, grew at laft to de 
generate through the pleafures and plenty which they found the^e ; fo tha t by de- 
grees they forgot themfelves, and pedeumim inch by inch as it were :„, tT 
fclves to the Cbmcfe Cufloms and Manners, ncglefiing their pla ces of fto-noth ^ 

And though theCe Tartar Princes did govern with great Care and Prudence; 
yet the CW/er could not forget the great and horrible daughters of their Ance- 
ftors, whofe bleed, ng Carcafes ly.ng, as it were, before their eyes ex cited them 

tohevenge : And being likewife inwardly ftimulated with a defre of Libert^ 
they had now already gotten the fame in their thoughts, which was yet far, and 
wtth great hazards » be fought : For although the people were Lry kere 
ready .0 revolt, and (hake off the Tartar yoke, yet there was not one of the 
Grandees or men of Em, nencydurft lead the Dance, orbreakthelce. But what 
Providence ordams to be done (hall never want a means to be effected, as will 
pla, nly appear by the fequcl; for while the great Ones durfl not, and the Com- 
mons without a Leader could not do ought, at laft a poor defpicable Fellow ap- 
peared whofe name was Cb* and the Servant of a Prieft. This Chu, who took 
compaflionofthe referable ftate of his opprefTed Country-men, and a difpleafure 
m h,s own defpicable F ortune being of a high, lofty, and ambitious Spirit, left his 
Cloifter and Cell,in which he had lived forfome yearsupon a Mountain, and be- 
took himfelf to a Secular life amongft Robbers and High-way-men, among whom 
m a (hort time he became the vileft and moll wicked, not fearing to aft what fome 
Spirits would tremble at the thou ghts of ; fo that for his great courage and bold- 
nefs, they began to look upon him as the perfon that fliould deliver their opprelTed 
Country. This imagination of his AfTociates elevating his valour, and being 
withal of a fluent and voluble tongue, and very quick and apprehenfive, and of 
Underftanding, he never failed of Courage, Conduft, Company, norSuccefs ; fo 
that in a fliort time he grew fo conflderable in Power and Credit amongft the 
Rabble, that chuftng him theii Leader, he was able to bring fome thoufands into 
the Field. Being gotten thus into a pofture, not only to defend himfelf, but to 
offend his Enemy, he refolvedto (hew himfelf in the Field for the deliverance of 
his Country from the Tartar Vaflalage under which they groaned, and there- 
upon began to forfake his holes and faftneffes upon the Mountains, and to appear 
with his Army upon the Plain ; the fame whereof once noifed, made his Forces 
increafe daily in number, among whom, with his good Conduftand Courage, he 
fo prevailed, that he wan their hearts, that they thought nothing too much to do 
for him : and to fliew as well his Providence as Valour, he caufed the Hills and 
Mountains where he had quartered to be ploughed and manured, to keep himfelf 
and his Army from ftarving, in cafe he fliould be over-power ’d by his Enemy, and 
forced to retreat thither again. 
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Cbn at laft by thefe fortunate beginnings encouraged, draws his Army together, 
and mikes towards the Enemy, and fights them, who rot expecting fuch an Onfet, 
were foon beaten, and afterwards overcome in feveral Fights, wherein he had ftill 
the better j yet notwithftanding the Souldiers fury and rage of War, he ftill fpared 
the Native Chinefes, promiting to reftore them to their ancient Priviledges and 
Liberties, if they would forfake the Tartars , and adhere to f \wi : by thefe means, 
and his continual Spies which he had every where to give him intelligence, he dif- 
cover’d the Defignsof his Countrys Deftroyers,whom he fo clofely purfued,that 
they were at laft: forced to quit the Country, and to leave it to the ancient In- 
habitants j which Redemption was cffe&ed in the year 1 368. 

When now Chit , from a mean Servant, had thus raifed himfelf by driving 
thofe inful twgTartars out of the Empire, he ere&ed in that year a newRace.which 
he called Taicinga , and changing his own Name according to Cuftom', he called 
himfelf Hungwvns, that is, a great Warriour. 

He was no fooner fetled in the Throne, but the people out of all the Provinces 
came to acknowledge and falute this their Deliverer \ the whole Country being 
overjoyed, that they had once again got one of their own Natives, though of mean 
Extraction, to be their Head and Governour : For it is the natural temper of 
that people, to hate and vilifie all Foreigners, but highly efteem of their own 
Country-men : Humbly requeuing of him, that he would take fuch care, as a Na- 
tive of China , with fuch Prudence to govern and proted the Chine/e Throne, that 
they might not be neceflitated hereafter to call in a Foreigner. Hnnenvm 
thanked them for their affedions, and taking into his own hands the whole Sove- 
raigntv, feated himfelf in the Imperial City of Nanking, where he behaved himfelf 
wirh fo much Honour, that in a fliort time he fo fetled the Affairs of his Empire, 
that the people lived under him in great Security and Freedom. But this Setle- 
ment at home he knew would not long continue, unlefshe provided to fecure all 
from abroad ; therefore to prevent future trouble from his now vanquilhed Foe, 
and that the Tartars whom he had thus driven out, might not rally and make head 
again, he followed his Advantages and Conquefts, and with a confiderable Ar- 
my entringT*mry, overcame them in feveral Battels, and fo ruined their Coun- 
try wirh tire and Sword, that they were forced to lay down their Arms, with a 
promife to pay him Tribute. Thefe were thofe Tartars , who after the over- 
throws given them, as before related, fled into the Country of N/»d*:And indeed 
after thefe of Ninche had made their Peace with the Emperour, they brought year- 
ly their Prefents unto him, as his Subjeds and Friends, and were permitted to 
trade in his Dominions, as his Vaftals } and fince that time have never had any 
thoughts of War, but rarherwere very fearful to give any offence, left they 
fhould draw thereby any ill will upon themfelves, and fo fall into new troubles : 
for in the laft Wars, they were reduced into moft miferable extremities. And 
thus we fee the Viciftitudes of Fortune, and uncertain Events of War, in thofe T^r- 
tars who were not longfince Maftcrs of China , but now are become Vaffals and 

SubjeCs to that Empire, to whofe Prince they feek for Friendfhip and P A o- 

tcction. 

In this pofture ftood the Affairs of thefe Countries for a long fpace of time, till 
thefe people of Niw/^increafed fo very faft in Power and Multitude, that they 
concluded to form themfdves into a diftinft Commonwealth, and to fend fome 
of thetr Pc-ople as Colonels to inhabit other Parts. Thus at laft they divided the 
wnole Diitnct oCNinche intofeven Principalities or Governments, who for a while 
agreed among themfelves without any grand difturbance or pretence of Warring 
v.ith each other .* but at length, upon fomeoccafion, quarrels arofe, which broke 
forth into a long War, wherein the Vidors afluming to themfelves abfolute Princi- 
pality, 
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paliry, turned their Commonweals :„TT~' ' — 

Monaixhy, and called it the Kingdom of Ninth™ Tk°N K \ C j’ ri(is Bir th, into a 
Eajl Tar/ary, and as yet very little known to t 1, of T r' S J' ,ml f (which is properly 
North and North- Ea/i fide, with another Kingdom' of d" is b °»ndcd on the 

towards the Eaji lyes the Kingdom of Eup, hke vir /‘ , L‘ , ''i- Calfed , 

isfurrounded with the Sea, between Japan and £ fl th ' :T ‘ ,r,ar yoke, and 
borders upon the Ifiand Corea, and by 4c great \VMkZV'-A ?? t,le Sm,h “ 
v,ncc of Laotung ; but more towards the Well L" ’ ’a dlvl ^ cd from the Pro- 
hoang, flowing between this Kingdom Ninche { n d K / by grcat River Un - 
this People appears in the me "tfon made rfThemlfttt^e Ju 

gan in the year 206 before Chrifts Birth • Thcv are R f Ha * a > which be- 
Neighbours by the name of Kin, which figniL^ColdTnT ‘° the C , hine f et and 
tne Lords and Matters of the Golden Mountains • It 1 J colnmon, y are called 
that China isfull of Cold-Mincs, which wewill not J'f common opinion, 

jar 

*•» A*-**.. 

*» i t.«"g B^r^z w r n **■ 

throws to their Forces, and made fuch Depredations lm ^ g .‘ V ? n lo great over- 

were forced to flycout of the Northern Provinces info^hc7 th L at 

having fubdned and brought under their n,K; r , Southern, the Ni«. 

'»»£ Xanji, Xenft, and ijtlZ" td^o'd"^ of 

of Samarcand, who envied their great fuccefi, ^ft-r ih ^1“"'“'* ° ( Kingdom 

of Afta, had not through the Wcftern and Southern Pro*' ° f 3 great part 

pire of China, and put a flop to their Viflorics bv th ‘ ’"^rk Cn ,nto tlle Em ‘ 

was the occafionof a cruel and bloody War between ‘thenf 3b T| A f" T ! W, " Cb 

ham arc ami drove thofe of Ninche, not only out of China Ur T r fc . T f‘ an of 

Eafi 7 artary , their own Country, whereof thev tonk * ’rt ' 5 Urfuc<J 1 thera ,nto 

And fince that time the Samarcandians, who poffefled th^ordiern P 'o^ 0 " 1 ^ 
of which they had beaten the u * , cne rsort ' jer n Provinces, out 

the Emperours of the Southern China, and adaft fubd T" 11 WarS againft 

flfinein theSunJikeLooking-glaffes, and keen «uf the ‘ r' ? ^ '' ypamted, that they 
through. Of thefe, Petfons^f Qi.ality tve fevera wK h ’ r “r ^ dr0 P S 
that they feem but one: (n fome parts of which the Wife 'irnr contr, ' , fd, 
in others the Servants, and fome are for neceflary ufes asKirrh' 11 ^ren remain ; 

t] ^] ;?’ atC , that during the R eign of . >, 

he 7a»J‘ thrnft Iv^ "r/' 1 " thCre ^ u,” 3 " 7 n ° w > 1 cannoc afli ™, in retard 
cne j artars tneinielves in China were not able to inform m P a II • -V ^ ai . 

Places are in a manner moveable (which the Latinos call Hard , . ,rT ° wnsan d 

their Cartel and Families, they remove from phee^ the > and 

«- *** — M :,a , aa a ar 

SiMt andCot “ u P Tu made ° f Skins > but the richer go clad in 

Ni X ltTrZl ’ g , h thCrC g a WS ne,ther Cotto ‘' nor Silk in the Province of 
Ninche, but fuch among them as trade, come and buy it of the Cbmefet, or exchange 

Y yy other 
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other Commodities for it, asSkins of Wolves, Foxes, Beavers, Otters, Sables, and 
the like. They wear long Coats down to their heels, with narrow Sleeves: About 
their middle a broad Girdle, with a Cloth faftned to it, wherewith they wipe their 
Faces. At their (ides hangeth a Knife and two little Purfes, wherein they put 
Tobacco, which is taken by them with great delight, infomuch that the Nobleft 
Vifitants are treated with the fame, it being brought them lighted by the Servant 
oftheHoufe. On the left fide they wear a Hanger or Zable, with the edge 
turned forward, and the Hilt behind, infomuch that when they are on Horfe- 
back, they can draw their Zables with great dexterity, by laying the right hand 
behind over their Backs upon the Hilt, without holding fail, or fo much as touch- 
ing the Scabbard. In the Summer time for coolnefs, they wear Hats of Straw 5 
but in Winter, Caps which come down over their Ears, with an edging of Far 
about it. 
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TUc Tartar Women are generally clothed in black Garments, Jhich han^ 
loofe about them, as in the annexed Print. The middlcmoft isof higher quality 
then the other two, and confequently better habited in Silk, whereas the other 
two are only of Cotton. Their Hair is neatly plaited and turned up, only a few 

Locks hang down : But Perfons of Quality fometimes wear upon their Heads 
Hats curioufly wrought. 

The Souldiers go commonly with fuch fafhiorted Iron-Helmets upon their heads, 
as in the annexed Print differing very little in faflnon from fuch as are ufed in 
Europe, only they have no Fence for the Face. Inftcad of Feathers they wear ei- 
ther a Horfes Main or Tay 1 dyed red. Their other defenfive Arms, are Iron Breaft- 
picces, not made of one piece, but of feveral Plates, fanned together with Iron 
Nails, fo that they make a very hideous noife when they are upon their March, but 
efpecially the Horfe. Their chiefeft Arms is a Bow, Arrows, and Hanger j for 
Guns or Muskets are not in ufe amongft them. The Horfe -men are generally 
clad in black, to make them look terrible, having Boots on, made of Horfe- 
lcather, with thick Soles, but no Spurs. 

There are among them very few Foot-Souldiers ; for being generally good 
Horfe-men, they turn all their Forces into Cavalry, who when they march, obferve 
this Order. 

Firft inarch tw o Horfe-men, with Colours upon their Backs. Next to thefc 
follow two other Horfe-men with Colours. Then comes the Commander in chief 
over the Cavalry. After him five others, the middlemoft whereof carries the Em- 
perours Standard. Then march all the reft of the Troop in order, five a breaft. 

The Cbinefes have a high eftimation of the Tartars for ftrength, becaufc therein 
they exceed them, although they fall far fhort in the fame to thofe of Europe . They 
are whitifh of Complexion, not talkative, but filenr, and well compofed, bred up 
to Arms from their very Cradles, which makes them fuch excellent Souldiers : 
But fhooting with the Bow at a Mark, they are fo extraordinarily dextrous, that no 
people in the World are to be compared with them : the pofture they ftandin 
when they draw their Bow, may be fecn in the annexed Print, which was taken to 
the life. 

They cat whatfoever they can get, but chiefly flefli, and that half roafted or 
boiled, being not curious of what fort it is, whether of Camels, Horfes, or other 
Creatures. They take great delight in Hunting, and have very fwift Hounds for 
the game. But when all is faid that almoft can be, we muft ftill add, that they 
ate in cffe$ a Nation of Plunderers and Robbers, being naturally inclined to thofe 
vices. And no wonder, for they live generally without any Religion, only fome 
few amongft them keep and love Certain Priefis called Lama. They have a great 
abhorrcncy to the Religion of Mahomet , and confequently may hate the Turkj, the 
Fa&ors of that Religion ; but a more probable reafon may be, becaufe the faid 
Hunguvus Founder of the Race Taicinga, expelled the Tartars out of China by 
the afliftance of the Turkj. 

They burn the deadBodies, after the manner of the Indians , upon very high heaps 
of Wood \ on which Funeral Piles are alfo laid the Women, Servants, Horfes, and 
Arms of the Deceafcd. Notwithftanding all which Heathenilh blindnefs, they arc 
however Very careful and folicitous about the ftate of their Souls, as whether they 
are to expeef after this life another, or whether they do not prefently dye with the 
body 'j by reafon of which, many of them are very ready to embrace Chriftianity, 
and divers of them after the Conqueft of China, were converted to the Gatholick 
Religion* . 

As to their Language which they fpeak in the Kingdom of Ninche, it is not fo 
difficult to learn as that of China (for the one Alphabet differs from the other ) buc 

more 
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more refcmblcs the Per pan Tongue : Some of their Letters, both for fafiiionand 
Pronunciation, are like the Arabian , which in all are above fixt y in number and do 
not much differ in the Pronunciation and Spelling from thofc in Europe , but very 
much in the form and make. In Reading and Writing they climb from the top to 
the bottom, after the manner of the Chinefes, and proceed not from the left to the 
right fide, as thofe of Europe ; but from the right to the left, following therein the 
A rations , Hebrews, and Chine fes. b 

In this Kingdom of Ninche are found excellent Rubies and cofily Pearls, bc- 
fides other precious Rones : Alfo very large Cartel, efpecially Cows, which ex- 
ceed thofe in Europe for bignefs, but have no Horns. 

The Wefiern Part of this Country is very full of Rocks and Hills, and between 
thofe lye mofi fertile and pleafant Vallies , and fruitful Fields : The biggeft 
Mountain of all is called Kin , which fignifies Gold. . fa5 

There is alfo the Mountain Changpe , which reaches 1060 miles, and in the mid- 
dle of which is a Sea-like Mere at leaR 80 miles long, from whence two Rivers 
take their Rife, the one called Talo, and runs to the South, and the other Guent- 
hung, and runs to the North . 

And this (hall fuffice for the Defcription of EaftTartary, or the Kingdom of 
Ninche, whofe Inhabitants, in manner aforementioned, the Chine fe Emperour kept 
in awe: But on the contrary, to the Weft Tartars, which poflefs- the Kingdom of 
~ anyn, the fame Emperours fent Prefents and Tribute yearly, that they fiiould not 
make War upon them i for they hold it no Scandal to prevent a War by that 
means. Nay, they hold it altogether unlawful to enter into War, fo long as the 
Country can be kept from Invafions by any other means. 

But yet although the Chinefes on the one hand kept under their Enemies by 
force of Arms, and on the other bought a Peace with Prefents and Tribute ; yet 
they lived in continual fears and mifiruft, infomuch that they always kept the 
great Wan which divides China zndTartory, drongty guarded with at'leafr a mil- 
lion or ten hundred thoufand Souldiers. 

. ^ to ret “™ frora whenc c we have digreffed: The Throne of China being fetled 
ir V C ace °* Eaiminga, was by the fame enjoyed in peace and quietnefs 250 years, 

\v en amicus, the 1 3 n Emperour came to reign, which was in the year aftcrChrifis 
Birth ipj, z)u(i, upright, and prudent Prince ; but herein unfortunate, that he 
(as mod Prmces fccured by long Peace ) trufted too much to his Governors and 
MWm«/,and fuftered the whole weight of his Affairs to lye upon their fhoulders. 

urmg t u.i time, the lartars of Ninche, as is before mentioned, being formed 
from a Popular Government into a Monarchy, in the year i5oo, their 

r, r ng L VaS fo ^ rave a . ,nan ? that ail their Neighbours, and efpecially the 
b/»r/w, began to be afraid of him ; for he managed the Affairs of his State after 
Inch a Politick manner, that in a fhort time his Sub jcfls became not only very nu- 
merou6,but formidable for ftrength to all its Borderers;and being fenlible of their 
own greatnels and that theirFame began to grow terrible, they cart in theirminds 
the ancient Clory of their Conquefts, and to confider how (hamefnlly they had 

An? P ft <;rer0f Ti d r riVen °rn ofthe P offcflion of 'he honourable Conquefts of their 
t ,h, M l3nd obferv,n g hkewile the great mifearriages and neglefts oftheCAiwL 

^rrl ^ n ^ ment ° f n e 1 Goveri ’ men 'i 'hey refolved upon feme hidden and 
of SeS^ ,ng , aga "’i i them • Wc ’^hing therefore with themfelyes the yoke 
f ff e off I r hcy ay T der ’ r c fit occa,;on of Quarrel, they began firft of all to 

fl S trife r f amC ’ ?' ld t °!. e ( u , fcto Pay Tribute, and fliortly after to appear in 
thetr true Colours, by pubhcldy oppofing the Authority that was over them 

The at//r/r Goyetnours (whereof the moft in Lemtung, the Province border- 
mg ncareft to the Kingdom of Nmcljc, are Military Commanders) hearing of this, 

conclu- 
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- concluded unadvifedly to mitufe the Tartars in the moft cruel manner thereby the 
more to incite them to War, carting their Countrys Weal for rheir private hoped 
lucre i for by the War they hoped to have the fairer opportunity to enrich them 

lei ves, as well upon the Tartars , as the Chinefes. Thefe indeed might be and one 
ftionlcfs were great Motives to the War: But the chicfert reafon of all, was the bafe 
Murder committed by them upon the King of Ninche ; for they looking upon him 
with an envious eye, for increafing hisKingdom fo very much in power &ftrength 
(which they fancied would be at one time or other employed again# them ) con- 
futed to make him away, which they contrived, and in a moft barbarous manner 
they eftefted. They came one day, upon pretence of a Vitft, to the King with a 
feigned affection, who not having the leaft fufpicion of their wicked dertgn they 
eafily furprifed him, took him Prifoner, and put him to death .• But the better to 
glofe over the Villany, gave out that he dyed fuddenly of an Apoplexy. 

This done fo clofely, as they fuppofed, they prefently imagined they had wea- 
thered the point, and overcome all difficulties .* But they were not a little difap- 
pointed in their expeditions ; for his Son, who like his Father, was of a Princely 
and Warlike Spirit, being fubftituted in his place, as foon as fetled in the Throne 
and at Peace with his Neighbours, raifed a great Army, with an intention to in- 
vade China in Revenge of his Fathers death. The chiefeft Grandees and Coun- 
cellors of his Kingdom encouraged him in this Dertgn .* Whereupon in the year 
16 16 * he came with a very great Army to the great Wall of Partition between 
Tartar y and China , with hopes to pafs there, which fucceeded according to his 
defire .* For after a fharp Skirmifh, the Chinefes betook themfelves to flight, 
leaving to the young King a free paflage into China with his viftorious Army! 
with which he firft fell into the Province of Leaotnng , and made himfelf Mafterof 
the City of Tnxung or Caiyven , which lyes near Tartary , and the River Talons (the 
place where the great Wall begins) and here he planted himfelf to carry oh the 
War. This refolution he undoubtedly chofe to that end, that he might be able to 
fave himfelf by flight, by Sea, in cafe the Chinefes fiiould have fallen upon him and 
blockt him up, and fo have endeavoured to cut oft' his paftage from getting back 
again ; but if he were able to make good, and ftand his ground, then he forefaw 
it lay conveniently for him to receive fuccours out of his own Country, and from 
others his Allies, whereby with continual re-inforcings he fhould be the better en- 
abled to over-run that Empire, which he had already conquered in his eye. 

Thus we fee the King of Ninche fafely got with his Army into his Enemies 
Country, where having pitched and fortified himfelf, as aforementioned, he began 
toconfult with himfclt of his Undertaking *, when confidering what a fmall Force 
he had to conquer fo powerful an Empire, and that on the other hand he might be 
eafily fet upon by the Forces which lay in the Cities of the Provinces of Leaotnng 
and Pekjng , and deftroyed before he could be well fecured ; he thought beft to 
"add the Foxes tayl to the Lyons skin, and fo refolved to fend a civil Letter to the 
Emperor of China^to complain of the wretched and inhumane Murther committed 
upon his Father, to lay open the deceitful Carriages of his Govcrnours in many 
Particulars, but chiefly in themifufage of his Subjedls in their Trade and Com- 
merce, and the like. He likewife defired, that the Emperour would not harbout 
a hard opinion, but pafs a juft Sentence upon his Aftions and Undertaking, and 
caufe condigne punilhment to be inflidled upon his Governours. Laft of all, he 
defired that the Emperour would quit him the yearly Taxes which he paid to de- 
fray the Charges of this War : And upon performance of thefe things, hepromi- 
fed to quit the City he had taken, and to retreat with his Army beyond the Wall, 
and that the Inhabitants of China fiiould be received and tieated in Ninche as 
Friends and Allies* 
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For the Bearer of this Letter, the King of Nincbe , to make it the more accepta- 
ble ancle ffefiual, chofe a certain PrieR, whom the Tartars call Lama, with com- 
mand to deliver the fame in a mod fubmiffive manner, andferioufly to Jay before 
the Emperour and his Conned the great quantity of blood that was like to be 
fpiJt, if not timely prevented by a friendly Accommodation between them. 

The Emperour Vanliem^ to whom the King of 'Nincbe fent this civil Letter 
though in other things he was a wife and prudent Prince, yet in this bufinefs 
(whether through his great age he began to dote, or that the greatnefs of his 
Power and State had Rupified his brain ) he fhewed not his wonted Prudence and 
Condufi : For as he could not but very well underhand by the Contents of the 
Letter, that the Complaints of the King of Nincbe were grounded upon weighty 
Rea fons, and not without great Caufe ; yet he took the bufinefs lb little to heart 
and judged it of fofmall confequence, as not worthy to be debated in his Pre- 
fence, fo referred it to the Confederation of fome of the Councel, or rather truly 
to fomcof his Governours and Commanders, who had laboured all they could at 
Court, that it might be tranfmitted to them, that fo they might (hew their Pride in 
not anfwering the Letter of a Tartar King ; for to that heighth was their infuffe- 
rable a rrogance grown, that they thought it an undervaluing to their Honour and 
Grandeur, to return any Anfwer unto it. And inftead thereof they fignified their 
high Difplcafure, that people fubje& unto them, and who paid Taxes yearly to 
the Emperour, fhould take upon them to comeand complain of Injuries unto him. 
Norceafed they here, but mocked and reviled the King of Nincbe with bitter 
word,*, never confidering that great Army wherewith he had invaded their Empire, 
ojr fo much as gathering any Forces together to oppofe him. 

The Tartar King finding himfelf thus flighted and fcorned, changing his anger 
into madnefs, burR out into curfing and fwearing,that he would revenge the Mur- 
der of his Father with the death of 200000 Chinefes. For, as was faid before, it 
is a CuRom amongR the Tartars , that when any Perfons of Quality dye, in Ho- 
110111 ot the Dead, tolling into the Funeral Fire, where the Deceafed was burnt, 
lornc Men-fervants, Women, Horfes, Bows and Arrows, as if the Dead Rood in 
nec of thefe things hereafter ; and here the Vow of the King fignified, that fo 
many thoufands fhould attend his Fathers Funeral. But they have very much left 
* ar a,ous Ci uelty, fince their ConqueR of China, infomuch that they now 
there bury their Dead after the Cbinefe fafhion, without burning, though in their 
own Country perhaps they obferve Rill the fame Ceremony. 

Nincbe being thus inGenfcd, marches with his Forces immediate- 
ly, and luddenly laid Siege to the chief City of Laeoyang, in the Province of 
Leaotung. The place was Rrongly fortified, and there was a Garrifon of Souldiers 
within it, all well armed with Muskets*, whereas the Tartars ufc nothing but Zables 
Rowland Arrows 5 for prevention therefore of the flaughter by Bullets, which 
the tartars were very fearful off for this fort of Arms was then altogether un- 
known to them) they invented a Stratagem, which might render the (hooting of 
Bullets lneftcaual unto th eCbinefes, which was this ; their King caufed a great 
numbe^of thick Planks to be made ready, and caufed each Foot-Souldier thae 

Hnrh rh»/ th M C Va °J 1° ^7 T’ wherewith he fecured both himfelf and the 
fi. f t h v r °T u behind. Being thus provided, having Iain a while before 

thl pi /’ v ^° rc k . Inha b 1 ^^ were unwilling to yield, it was concluded toRorm 
the Place. To this end the King divided his Forces into four divifions, to fiorm the 

ml ^' D n°I{ r pi aC | CS ^ commanded the Foot to march with their before- 

Xh IO f ^ P;ank * 'a r r0 | nt ’ nCXt t0 them the WGrft Horfe, after whom follow- 
ed thofe that carried the fcalmg Ladders .- At lafi marched up the Prince of his 

Army , whit h confified of the Routeft and JibleR Souldiers of his Kingdom. Ha- 
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but the Tartars prefiCX, thl tZa Fl*** °PP ofi *>" « &« « 

them >from the Walla, to which fixing their f>°r * r 1"^ at ^ ^ rove 

came Mafters of rhe feme, ^ ‘* uicfeI J f be ' 

And nowthe dnvefis finding themfelves unable anv 7 ™ n ’ cnds and coura g e : 

s w « -«w4 *« 

-“*-"‘*.12 Sfe SSS 

When now the King of NfuSe had filled the Inhabitants of the Province of 

TJfTu fea - r.f ofWs Arm r> =>"d had totally conquered the fame he 

m T ft 7n r‘ the rf his A ™y i"to the Province of making 

no hafte till he was come Within fetal miles of the Imperial Citv of . rfkZ anf 

there feeing feveral Chtnefc Armies to quarter about him, he pitched his Camofn a 

ssa ssegtt steroa; xt 

retire towards the Southern Provinces ; but he was diffwaded from it by his Coun- 
cel, yet notwithftahding the Inhabitants of both thefe Provinces were fo filled 

rirv In!!" P ^ A T ? Url ' * hat the y left their Habitations both in 

City and Country, and (ledintothe Woods and Mountains with what they could 

Chics 17d7ar h a r m ’ •7fcs Enem j ln the mean time laying wade feveral famous 
Cities, and harralfing with fire and Sword all places where they came. 

th T I 'n N "’?r m Kl fl’ , Who ’ f s we n " d > durfinot adventure to matchup againft 
™ l^r y of P fW, having got good ftore of Riches out of the other 
conquered Cities, arofe With his Army, and retreated back to the Chihife City of 
tiir Province oihejttung, which was a very goodly City before he took it, both 
lot tviig hand fcituatiun, and fairnefs of building : but being told by his Sooth- 
fayets, that to let theold Wails Rand after he had won , hi Place, could bode 
nongh but misfortune, he caufed the old Walls thereupon Co be razed to the 
ground, arid a new one biiilt. 

There are but two very great Crtits in this Province, which are Uaoyang and 
htngyven ; the reft are of a (mailer Circuit, yet are they both populous and rich i 

but with places of ftrength, which exceed fome Cities for bignefs, it mightily 
abounds. ° J 

. Thc ^habitants of this Plate ate VCry dull of ttndefftandiri^, andfoa!toa C - 
tlicr unfit to learn any Arts or Sciences i but very healthful of conftitution, and ♦ 
ftrotig of b jdy, therein much exceeding the Cbinefes : And the caufe may be, for 
that they are bred from the Cwdfe to Wars and Hardfliip, by rcafon of rheir vici- 
nity to the Tart#,, who are’ perpetually making Wart upon them. As to their 
Manners and Coftofhfty they refemble very much the Tartars i which comes to 
pafs by the great intercotWfb that is daily between them. 

It i« a Country in fome places very hilly, in othert plain and even for many 
miles together, yet very fruitful in the prodnaof all manner of Cartel, both wild 
and taftic j a*> alio in Treesand Frtiits of the Field, whollomeand medicinal both 
iuihdir Bodies, Leaves, Fruits, and Roots : amongft which grows here th.t moft 
incomparable Root Gaifeng^ whereof mention is made before There are 

atfo 
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alfo to be had fiore of rich Furs, as Sables, Beaver, &c. which they wear in Win- 
ter to keep themfelves warm, and traftick with J ike wife into other Provinces. It 
alfo produces curious Pine-Apples, excellent Wheat and Barley, but no Rice ; 
yet a great abundance of Figs, Apples, Pears, Crapes, and feveral other forts of 
Fruits 5 which extraordinary plenty of all neceflary things of its own growth, ren- 
ders it both pleafant and cheap to live in ; but much more, in regard of its Situa- 
tion upon the Sea, from whence it is furni/hed will all manner* of Commodities 
from other Countries. 


Their Religion differs very little from the Chinefes, being great Promoters of 
theDo&rine of the Tranfmigration of Souls out of one body into another. 

Thus the Tartars having made this Place the Seat of War, whereby they could 
at pleafure invade China , theEmperour and his Councel began to confider which 
way was the moft likely for them to drive the Tartars out of their Territories and 
at lafithey concluded to raife an Army of 600000 men j over and above whom 
the King of the Ifland Corea fent 12000 valiant Bow-men to their afliftance, who 
were not inferior for skill to the Tartars. In the Interim , the Ninchian King 
was not idle , but drew as many Forces out of his Kingdom to joyn with 
him, as from thence could poffibly be fpared. Being thus prepared for Wars on 
bothfides, the Chinefes in the year 1619, marched with that formidable Army 
againfl the Enemy, who hearing of their approach, fet forward from their Camp 
to meet them, which foon happened j but then fuch was the inveterate malice of 
both Parts, that as foon as they faw each other, the Battel began, which was va- 
liantly fought for a long time by both Armies, fo that the Vi&ory hung in fuf- 
pence, nor could any judge who would have the better, till at length the Chinefes 
running away in great diforder and confufion, the {laughter was very great among 
them, both of Commanders and Souldiers upon the place : thofe that efcaped, 
carrying the news of theOverthrow to the Emperor.This their Viffory th eNznchian 
put filed with that expedition, that he took in, feveral Cities and Towns, fome 
whereof they laid in Afhes, and put the Inhabitants to the Sword, har railing and 
plundering up to the very Walls of the City of Pelting, though they durft not lay 
Siege to it, there being a Gari ifon of 80000 men, and the place well fortified with 
great fiore of Cannon upon the Walls .* Notwithfianding which provifion, fuch 
was the fear of the Pekjnger, that if the Tartars had but attempted, they might 
have been Mafters of that great City without any very hazardous oppofition j for 
the Emperour was again refolved, as before, to quit it, and to retire to the Southern 
Provinces. But fome of his Councel, now too late grown wife, altered his pur- 
pofc, by telling him, that it would encourage the Enemy, and not only put the 
whole Empire into confufion, but hazard the ruine, if not the lofs of it. The Tar- 
tars by this means being put to a fiand, having enriched themfelves with Booty, 
defiroyed fome thoufands of poor Creatures with the Sword, and burnt down 

thei 1 Dwellings, retreated back to their old Quarters in the Province of Leao- 
tung . 

Curing thefe Troubles, the Emperour Vanliens dyed in the year 1 62 o. After 
whole death his Son Taichangm , a valiant and prudent Prince, fuccceded him j by 
t ie ondu<?f of his Affairs, in a fhort time gave fufficiently to underftand, what 
great Services his Country was to expeft from him, had he not been unfortunately 
cutott by an untimely death * for he dyed in the fourth month of his Reign : To 
w .om wasSucedfor his SonThienl^jm, a gallant Perfon, and no ways inferior to 
ns 3l ,? r 5 . r ^ ue an< ^ Courage. This Monarch finding the unfetlement and 
danger of his Affairs, made it his chiefeft concern to contraa Friendfliip, and fup- 
port hisGovernment with the favour and affedion of hisNeighbours:For he had ta- 
ken notice by Experience, how much the Empire o! China had fuffered by living al- 


ways 
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ways at variance with the Tartar Kings of Ninche y which bordered upon him. 
In the fit ft place therefore he endeavoured to win the favour of the King of C<r. 
rea, who had fent to his Grandfather an afliftance of 1 2000 men in this War to 
aid him, who being moft of them kill’d and wounded, made him doubt left this 
might make him to take part againft him, and joyn with the Tartar ; for pre- 
vention whereof, and to fatisfie the King in any fcruplc, he fent an Embafladour 
to him, to thank him for thofe Succours he fent, exprefly fignifying his grief 

and forrow for the great lofs which had fallen upon the aforementioned Aids in 

that War ; but he hoped in a fliort time to retaliate upon the Enemy the wrongs 
they had done to him and his Kingdom : And that his Embaflie might be the 
more grateful, he fent withal feVeral rich Prefents, and promifcd him his fa- 
vour and afliftance , whcrefoever and when he fhould have occaflon tb 
make ufe of it. But this friendly Meflage looked not onely for verbal returns ; 
for it was defigned as a motive to get more Succours from him : which without 
doubt he had reafon to endeavour, in regard the People of this Ifiand of Corea , 
which lyes very near to Japan , have out of the Neighbourhood far greater 
ftrength then the Chine fes. 

And now craving leave for a little digreflion, which may not be impertinent, 
in regard there has been often mention made of this Ifland Corea and the Inhabi- 
tants thereof, I fliall deferibe the fame in fliort-, and all that is worth obfervation 
in the fame. • 

It is unto this day doubted by thofe of Europe , whether Corea be an Ifland ot 
firm Land ; but according to the opinion of the beft Writers, it is a hanging 
Ifland, furrounded with water on all parts, except the uttermoft part, which is 
joyned to the firm Land *, for though tryals have been made to fail round about, 
yet it could never be done, as fome people feem to affirm to us from their own 
experience, though fome there are that affirm the contrary. But this errour pro- 
ceeds from a miftake of a certain great Ifland called Fungina , fituated to the 
Southward of it, to be Corea. However it be, in truth this is moft certain, that 
all the Chinefe Writers affirm Corea to be firm Land, and joyning to the King- 
dom of Tslinche in Tartary. Another miftake may arife from the variety of the 
name given to it; for the Chinefes call it Chaofien, from the Japaners who firft 
gave it, though by us of Europe it is called Corea. 

Toward the North it borde rs upon the Kingdom of Nirfcbe, on the North- 
weft it has for Confine, the River Yato ; the reft is furrounded and walhed with 
the Sea. • « 

The whole Ifland is divided into eight Provinces or Counties *. The middlc- 
moft, and accounted the firft, bears the name of Kinkj, wherein is fituated the 
chief City of Pingiang, the Court of the Kings. The fecond toward the Eaft,is 
called Kiangyven^ but heretofore Guetpe. The third fituated toward the Weft, 
now known by the name of Hoanchni , was formerly called Chaoften , the name at 
this day proper to the whole Ifland. The fourth fituated toward the South, now 
led Civenlo , formerly Pienhari. The fifth alio Southerly, but inclining to the 
Eaft, is called Kingxan. The fixth toward the South-weft, is Changing. The 
feventh toward the North-Eaft, has the name of HienkJ . The eighth and 

laft in the North, has the name of Pingan. • a* 

In thefe Counties are feveral populous and rich Cities , which for fafliion 
and ftrength differ very little from thofe in China , and built for the moft part 

four-fquare* : , 

The Country is very well peopled, throughout the whole having but one 

Form of Government ; not at all differing in Habit, and ufing one and the fame 
Form both of Speech and Writing* Their Religion is the fame with thole ot 




China , holding the tranfmigration of the Soul out of one body into another: 
They all adore one Idol called Fe y whereof I have already made mention. 
The bodies of their dead friends they bury not till three years be fully clapfed 
and paffed ; and then they put them into very fine Coffins, after the manner of 
the Chinefes , glued up fo very dole that no feent can ftrike through. 

They give a greater liberty to their Women then the Chinefes ; for they ad- 
mit of them into any company, whereas the other will hardly fuffer them to ftir 
out of doors. Here alfo the Son or Daughter may marry whom they think fit, 
without asking the confent of Father or Mother : which is quite contrary to the 
ufe of the Chinefes , and indeed of all other civilized people. 

This Ifland is very fruitful in the produ& of all manner of Fruits neceflary for 
the fuftenance of life, efpecially of Wheat and Rice, whereof there are twice 
a year plentiful Harvefts. Here alfo are made leveral forts of Paper, and curious 
Pencils of Wolves hair, which the Chinefes and other neighbouring people, as 
well as themfelves, ufe in writing. Here grows likewife the Root Guifeng , and, 
as is reported, are feveral Gold-Mines. But notwithftanding all thefe advantages of 
natural Commodities wherewith this place abounds, yet the Inhabitants thereof 
drive no Trade with any other forreign people, but onely thofe of China and 
Japan . And thus much {hall fuffice to be fpoken of Corea : We will now re- 
turn to give an account of the fequel of the Wars. 

The Chinefe Emperour, after his Embaffie to the King of Corea , to prevent the 
further Invafion of the Tartars , and the better to oppofe them, muftered feveral 
Troops raifed for his affiftance out of the 1 5 Provinces or Kingdoms of the Empire, 
and fent very great Armies towards Leaotung : And the better to furnifli fuch vaft 
Armies with Provifions, he caufed an extraordinary great Fleet of Ships to be 
equipped in the famous Port of Thiencin , which were wholly employed to car- 
ry Provifions by Sea from all parts of China for their fupply ; by the exad per- 
formance and obferving whereof, they had no want of any thing. 

Amongft other Martial Commanders and Governours of Provinces that had 
the Conduft of thefe Armies, there was a certain Woman who may very juftly 
be called the Chinefe Amazon ; for {he came with 3000 men out of Suchne , 
which is the furthermoft Province of China toward the Weft, and fliew’d by her 
Courage a manly heart 5 for {he fought feveral Battels fuccefsfully againft the 
Tartars , having always the better of them : In remembrance of whofe good 
Services, the Emperour conferred feveral Titles of Honour upon her. 

And now at laft the Emperour Thienfyua^ being come in perfon into his Army 
in hearting, and having in manner aforementioned taken care to have it fully fup- 
plicd with all convenient neceffaries, drew up the fame in Battel-array, and on a 
fudden fell furioufly upon the Tartars, beat them out of the Field, and recovered 
the whole Province with lefs difficulty then was fuppofed or expected, in regard 
the Inhabitants, that had been moft miferably handled by the Tartars , joyned 
with their Country -men the Emperours Forces ; by which addition being be- 
come far more numerous then the Enemy, and having advantage of revenge, 
they fell upon them with the greater rage and fury, ftirred up thereto by having 
before their eyes the lamentable condition into which they had brought their 
Country by Fire and Sword : And to fay all in a word, it was their good for- 
tune, that at this time the King of Ninche was fo unfortunate, that the Mutinies 
of his own Subje&s at home hindered him from recruiting his Army, which in 
divers great Battels had been much wafted, and he could get no Forces from 
thence to re-inforce himfelf} fo that at laft being every where worfted by the 
Emperours fupplies, the Incroaching Ninchian was fain to favc himfelf by flight, 
and to leave the Province of Leaotung to the Conquering Sword of its Juft and 
Lawful Emperour. " CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Of the laji CHINESE and TARTAR WAR, wherein the Tartars over- 
ran ancl conquered the whole Empire of C H I N A. 

A LTHOUGH by the means mentioned in the laft Chapter, the Chinefe 
Empire was for a while freed from the fury and deftroying Sword of the * 
wafting Tartars v yet it was not long before it fell into far greater troubles then 
ever, by thofe their old Enemies, who once more renewed the War, and never 
left it off till they had brought under the whole Empire : The manner as fol- 
lows. 

The Chinefes fafpeding the return of the Tartars after that they had quieted 
their home Troubles and fetled their Affairs, providently in the mean time took 
care to fupply the Frontier places with ftrong Garrifons, and raife more Forces 
for the fecurity of their State : which was fcarcely performed before it hapned as 
they imagined ; for the Troubles and Mutinies being appeafed in Ninche , that 
King returns with a mighty Army, and falls into the Weft of Leaotung, , having 
given order to 70000 Horfe (whom he fent before) to block up the chief City 
of Leaoyang , affuring that he himfelf would follow with the main Army. Thefe 
Horfe-men, to (hew their Courage and Valour, no looner approached but ftorm- 
ed the City, and in two days time became Mafters of it, before their King came 
up to them with his Forces. There was no Courage wanting on either ftde 5 for 
it was manfully fought out by both, till at leaft 30000 Men were kill’d on the 
part of the Chinefes , and no lefs on that of the Tartars (who had never loft fo 
many Men before in any one Fight in this Quarrel j) yet at laft they took the 
City, not fo much by their own ftrength as Treachery hatched within it ; for 
they had bribed one of the Commanders with Money and promife of Prefer- 
ment, to fet open one of the Gates committed to his Charge: Which he per- 
forming as by agreement, the 7 artar came rufhing into the City, and won the fame 
in the {pace ot a few hours, laying it level with the ground in a moft miferable 
manner, in a Hi or t time after. The Tutang or Governour having underftood the 
Treaton, rook it to very much to heart, that he hang’d himfelf prefently, that he 
might not live to fee the mine and defolation that was coming upon the City and 
its Inhabitants. The Emperours chief Councellour had undoubtedly followed 
the example, and undergone the fate of the Tutang , had he not been prevented 
by the T artars that took him and faved his life, only out of defign that he fhould 
be ferviceable unto them in difeovering the condition of the Country : But he 
not valuing his life, fcorned to give the Title of King to the Tartar , and would 
in no wife be perfwaded to falfifie the Oath and betray the Truft repofed in him 
by the Emperour. The Tartars wondring at the Courage, Stability and Con- 
ftancy of this Man, gave him afterwards both his Life and Liberty ; thereby to 
let the World know, that they underftood how to reward Virtue and Inte- 
grity. But he more cruel to himfelf then the Enemy, knowing very well what 
Reward (according to the Chinefe Law) would fall to his fliare, deprived him- 
felf of his own Life, which his Enemy had fpared , by hanging himfelf. For 
it is a known Law and Cuftoin in China , though very unreasonable, that all 
Generals and Commanders of Forts or Garrifons, who do not only behave them- 
felves well, but thofe a!fo who fight unfortunately, forfeit their lives and heads 
when they return home. 
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^ The Tartars after the taking and deftruftion of this City immediately iflncd 
‘ p„ r |amation that no City fliould fuffer any thing in Life or Eftate.il they 
would cut off their Hair, and go doathed after (he Tartar faflvion : For the Chi- 
r„ wore long Hair, but the Tartars rent it off fhort, leaving only a long lock 
hanging behind ; and pull out all the hair of their Beards, only wearing large 

andlons Whiskers or Muftachoes. .. . c . 

Although this Command was firiS, yet it carried in it fome fliew of favour, 
and eonfcquently gained a kind of love, until the Tartars, by fome barbarous 
a 61 s they committed afterwards, Were very much hated and abominated. The 
ilorv goes thus: There being at that time feveral rich Merchants come to the 
Citv with Commodities from other parts of China, to trade withal in felling and 
buying, the Tartar at their requefi gave them free leave to go and come ; where- 
noon thefe innocent people not thinking of the dangerous m.fch.ef that was de- 
fined againft them, departed with their Riches and Coeds : But they were 
hardly got three miles out of the City, when the Tartars lying m wait for them, 
fell upon and kill’d them every one, taking as free Plunder all they had, which 
they brought with them into the City triumphantly, as if it had been the fpoil 
of an open Enemy. Which barbarous ufage being heard of, occafioned a great 
amazement amongft the Inhabitants, who knew no other but that they might be 
fcrvtd every moment after the fame manner. But notwithstanding all their favage 
cruelty, they were at prefent necefiitated to make a halt. 

In regard of the great lofs they had fuflamed .before this City of Leaayang, 
nor durft they venture to march any further up into the Country, or lay Siege to 
any place of importance, till they had firft recruited themfrlves ; for they found 
all the Frontier Towns and Places of ftrength well fortified and guarded 

Amongft all other Chinefe Commanders who fignalized themfelves in Ihewing 
their Courage in their Counttys behalf againft the Enemy, was one M aownlnng, 
who did very great execution upon them in feveral Encounters : He was a Na- 
rive of the Province of Quantung, where he had learned and underftood in his 
Converfation amongft the Portuguefes at Macao, feveral things concern, ng Mili- 
tary Difcipline : From thence he had alfo brought with him feveral great Guns, 
which he purchafed out of a Holland Ship that was caft away there, and thofe he 
planted upon the Walls of the chief City of Ningyven. 

The Eaftern part of Leaotung , and the chief City of Leaoyang being thus loft, in 
this new made chief City there hapned to be at the fame time the T utang or Vice- 
roy of Leaotung with the whole Chinefe Army. The Tartars having often had 
tryal, to their forrow and coft, of the Courage of thi sMaovenlung, having been 
often routed by him, durft not adventure any further to cope with him in an ho- 
nourable way, but bethought themfelves of fome Stratagem or politick Device, 
whereby to wound the Integrity and Virtue of this brave Perfon i and they lup- 
pofed the beft means to aftail him with, would be fair words and high promifes . 
Wherefore to put in execution this their defign, they offered him by a private Let- 
ter(w r hich they caufed cunningly to be delivered to hirn)kalf the Empire of China y 
if he would defert his natural Prince with the flower of his Army, and help them 
to conquer the Empire. But Maovenlung who would neither forfeit his Honour 
nor Oath, couragioufly refufed thefe high offers, and returned for anfwer, that he 
had rather lofe his Life, then betray his Prince and Country. 

The Tartars finding that this their Plot would not take effect, and that the 
Cbinefes had well provided againft their coming, refolved to proceed no fur- 
ther for the prefent with the War, which wholly ceafed till the Year 1625* 
when fuddenly breaking out again, they came and befieged the chief City of 
Ningyven. This greatly ftartled the Cbinefes , who thought they had overcome 
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the grcate/l difficulty and danger : But MaovenUtng came timely enouah to the' 

relcue and relief o, this place, and withal fell fo furioufly upon the Believers 
that they were forced to raife their Siege, with the lofs of at leaft ten thoufand 
Men that were flain upon the Spot, amongft whom fell the Kings own Son ; 
whole death was fo highly refented by the furviving Tartars, that in a madnefs 
they made over the Ice (for it was in Winter) and getting into the Ifland of The v- 
oven (whereof they quickly made themfclves Matters) they put every living 
Creature they found there to the Sword (which were a great number) in revenge 
of the death of the young Prince ; which done , they left the Province of 
Leaotung , and recreated into their own Country, not with an intention to be quiet 
but only to recruit themfelvcs with more Forces, and then to return again at a 
convenient time. 6 

And hereupon followed aCeflationof Arms, till the year when the 

Chinefe Em per our Thienkins hapned to dye, being but a young Man, whofe death 
proved to be the lofs of all China although the Tartar King of Ninche 1 ban- 
ning, who had deftroyed fo many thoufands of People by Fire and Sword did 
rot long furvive, but as an Attendant on his Corps, dyed the fame year. 

T hienkjus was fucccedcd by his Brother, who was very unfortunate in all his 
undertakings, and at length through the treachery of his Subje&s, had both an 
unfortunate Reign and Death j as by the remaining part of the Hiftory will 
appear. 

The Tartar King Thienning , had for Succeflour in his Throne his Son Thien - 
. lung, who quickly changed the Savage and Barbaroufly fierce Manners and Gu- 
ftoms ufed by his Tyranizing Father j infomuch that he did not purfue the Chinefes 
fo fiercely, but began to treat them with more civility, which produced a very great . 
change, and caufed all his Affairs to become more acceptable. And Certainly 
this Prudent and Politick Prince had cftc-fted great things, had he not been cut off 
by an untimely Death, his mildnefs iiaving gotten fo great renown withal, that 
the Council who had made choice of him, thought themfelvcs happy in the 
change, and withal learned from him by example, that the Chinefes would fooner 
be reduced to fubmit to their Government, and brought under by Clemency and 
Civility* then by force of Arms. 

In this year 1627. the Commanders and Officers of General Maovenlnng, who 
by rcafon of the quictnefs of the Tartars, had no Enemy to encounter, began 
very much tomolett, and be injurious to their Friends arid Allies of Coreaf by 
making inroads and incurfions upon them, nay, by degrees they grew fo very 
infolcnt and trouble feme to all parts adjoining to their quarter^, especially tlic 
Inhabitant? of the Province Hicnbjen (who were fo intolerably oppreft by their 
rapines) that out of revenge and hatred they put themfelves under the proteftion 
of the Tartar, advifing him to re-invade and fall into China with a mighty Army *, 
which he (not willing to lofe fo fair an opportunity) immediately did, fo that 
a very great Army was in the Field ready to a flail the Chinefe Forces before they 
had any thought of an Enemy, or at leaft did not dream of their coining. And 
by this means lying careltfly difperfed up and down in the Provinces, were foon 
deftroyed. Maovenlnng however rallied, and by the recolIc£lcd additions of 
their ftrength, being grown into a ftrong body, he fought fcveral doubtful 
battels with the Tartars i but they at left growing fuperiour to him in ftrength 
and number, Maovenlung the Chinefe General was conftrained to flight with the 
grofs of his Army. 

Yet neither the lofs of the Army, nor greatnefs of the Victory obtained by the 
Tartars , did make any great impreflion upon the Chinefes ; nor indeed were they 
troubled at it, when they underftood that -their General had faved himfelf out 
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of the Ifland of Corea, But the Ninchian Commanders imagining that thofe of 
that place had been infirumental in helping to convey him away, with their Army 
fell into it, Plundering the Inhabitants, and ruining the Countrey by Fire and 
Sword. This A& was highly difproved of by the Tartar King himfelf, becaufe it 
ftirred up the King of Corea to arm againR him, and join his forces with thofe of 
the Chinefes^ which Wtaovenlung had been gathering together, and with them was 
marching towards Corea to revenge himfelf upon theT artars. 

The Tartars having thus inhumanely, and without reafon run upon the Coun- 
tries of Corea , were fetting forward with their Army again/!: the Royal City of 
Corea , and were arrived at the beginning of the Mountains (through which the 
way runs to the City) being about feven miles from the fame. Here the King 
of Core a , in the narrow way, had pitched to receive them } who being eager to 
fight, furioufly a/failed the Coreans in their ftation, fo that there began a bloody 
fight, which both Armies were hardly engaged in, before the valiant M aovenlnng 
came up with his Army, and falls like lightning into the rear of their Tartars ; 
who now finding themfelves befet before and behind with two fuch Potent Ar- 
mies, and no other way for fafety or efcape, then what their Zables could cut out 
for them, refolved not to part with their lives at a cheap rate, and fpurred on 
by defpair they fought without any fear, everyone endeavouring to exceed the 
other in Valour and Courage j fo that in the very Writings of the Chinefes they 
are extolled, faying, There was never the likg Battel fought between them. But 
that which is chiefly to be admired is, that of three fo great Armies neither ob- 
tained the Viftory, but were all of them ruined and deRroyed with equal /laugh- 
ter. There were killed fifty thoufand men on the fide of the Tartars ^ thofe of 
.Corea \u d feventy thoufand /lain } but the lofs of the Chinefes was fo great, that 
few or none efcaped } thofe of the Tartars that furvived, made their way home 
into their own Countrey as fafi as they could, by which means the King of Corea 
had the opportunity of recovering his Countrey again. 

The I artars having fufiained fo great an overthrow', were very careful after- 
wards how they provoked the Inhabitants of Corea ; yet /Fill they continued to 
make fevcral inroads into the Province of Leaotung, till at laR they wholly fub- 
dued the Eafiern part of that Countrey, and Plundered the remainder thereof i 
but this was done by fits, and on a fudden at times, for they never durft venture 
to feat themfelves there, nay, they paid oftentimes very dear for their Robberies. 

While Affairs hood in this pofiure, theEmperour of China , Xungchitiius , fent 
his General Tventts with a Rrong Army and a large Commiflion toward Leaotung 
but having private inftru£fions to conclude a Peace with the Tartars, if they 
would agree to it, but if they refufed, then forthwith to make fiiarp War upon 
them } and to fay truth, he was neceffitated to make this Propofition, for that 
his whole Empire was as it were over-fpread with High-way-men and Robbers, 
fo that he Rood in greater fear of them, then of the Tartars ; for their numbers 
daily fo encreafed, that if they fhould once join into one body, it would be no 
difficult matter for them to make themfelves Maficrs of the Kingdom. 

This Tve/ms upon whom the Emperour had conferred this high and ample Au- 
thority, was a perfeft Courtier, of an affable and free fpeech, and one that knew 
how to ufe his Pen with fo much advantage and ingenuity, that there was hardly 
any one in the Court to be compared with him. By thefe fingular perfe£fions he 
had won not only the heart of the Emperour, but of all the Grandees, fo that the 
management of all Affairs was wholly left to him. But here it muft be obferved, 
that this Tvenus was infatiably covetous of Wealth, and confequently for 
obtaining thereof, Ruck not to perpetrate any clandeRine mifehief, otherwife 
by his more then common parts he might undoubtedly have done extraordinary 

fer vices 



I'd vices both to his Prince and Countrey ; but neither 
repofed in him, nor the love of his Comicrey,were inanv 

I! idles ; TJnie liaheat qua rat nemo, fed oportit habere. Of which A alter 

ol his, the Tartars underftandine, and lookineuDon him as ft, . va ” t,ous ccni P er 
employed againft them, never left fending to him extraordinary teams' ‘ with 
large pomite of the moftemmeut Preferments; with which baits being taken he 
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great fecrefie, by tnvmng him to a Dinner, and poifoning him with a Cup of 
drink which he gave him at the Table. 4 a ^up ot 

Having accomplilhed this his monftrous undertaking i„ this moft private man- 
ner, he concludes a Peace w.th the Tartars, upon moft dilhonourable and dif- 
advantageous terms for his Prince ; who no fooner read the fame, but he refufed 
to obferve and ratifie them . confeious of what he had done, and well 

leemg that upon the making good of this Treaty of Peace, his Honour and Au- 
thoncy depended, adv.fed the Tartars to force the Emperour, his natural Lord, 
to the oblervation thereof by War : Whereupon in the year .630. upon hi, 
promifes not to oppofe them in the leaft if they would make an Invafion in feme 
otner part of the Empire where he had no command, this Treacherous advice was 
no fooner accepted but put m execution ; for the Tartars doubted fo little of 
the promifes of ^st by realon of his extraordinary Covetoufnefs, that with- 
out taking any further Counfel, they poured their Forces into the Province of Pc 

S Ph \" , 'n g r a " pll L CC . S where the y camc - “d layingthe fame afterwards in 
Allies, and at Iaft (0 was their courage or rather fury heightned,that they laid Siege 

to the Imperial City of Tektng ; at whofe approach it is no marvel if the confulion 
and amavement were great, not only among the Citizens, but alfo amongfl the 
kix-Coiincellours, who in this dangerous viciflitude of Aftairs, carncftly advifed 
the Emperour to leave the City, and to retire to the Southern Provinces : but he 
wou d by no means hearken to their Counfel, faying, that he would rather be cut 
in a thouland pieces, then that it fhould be faid, he fled out of fear of the Tartar r 
Wherefore both as a Valiant Souldier and careful Prince, he immediately ?ave 
order to Ins Commanders not to fuffer any to depart out of the City upon pain of 
death* but that they fhould incite and flir up all people to a manly defence. 
While this was doing within, the Tartars without began to fiorm the City, but 
were beaten off with great lofs upon feveral attempts, fothat they concluded to 
follow the Siege with more moderation, and rather endeavour to take it by Fa- 
mine , then hazard the weakning of their Army by fuch continual and vain Af- 
faul^ts. At length by advice the Emperour fent for Tvemis to come to his afli- 
ftance and relief with his Army (for as yet his Treachery was not known) who up- 
on the firft intelligence, to prevent the Emperour from having any fufpicion of 
him, came with his Army under the Walls of Fekjng, but kept at a great diftance 
from that of the Befiegers ; neither fliewed he any hoftility againft them, but in- 
ftcad thereof advifed the Emperour to the obfervation of the terms upon which 
the Treaty of Peace (the caufe of this War) had begun : And this he ftrongly 

laboured to perfw-ade him to, not only to prevent the difeovery of the Treafon, 
but that fo he might return home with great Wealth and Riches, which the Txr- 
tars had promtfed him in cafe the Peace took effe£f. Zungchinhis confidering 
what the meaning of fuch advice might tend to, began to mif-doubt the fidelity 
of his General * and afterwards by other means being more fully fatisfiedof his 
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Treacherous dealing, for the definition and ruine of the State, he fent privately 
unto him, to defire his prefence in the City at the Council of War, toadvife with 
the refi of the Military Officers, what would be befi to be done in that dangerous 
exiaent, for thefafety and welfare of the whole Empire. Now it is to be noted, 
thauhe Emperour would not fuft'er any Gate to be fet open, under pretence that 
the Enemy lay clofc to the Walls ; but in truth) for fear left Yvettus ffiould 
crowd in upon him with his whole Army: therefore he fent him word that he 
ffiould come to the Walls, and they would draw him up privately into the City 
over die Wall. Of this defign of the Emperour, Yvenns had not the leaft ink- 
ling given him by any of the Council j for indeed the Emperour at this time 
making himfelf alone his own Privy-Councellour, had not difeovered to any what 
he knew of the Treafon hatched againfthim by Yvemts, nor of what he intended 
a^ainft him for his reward j but only that he would confer with him about fome 
Affairs in order to the preservation of the City ; for had the Emperour never fo 
little difeovered either his knowledge or intentions, Yvemis would foon have been 
Advertifed thereof, for he had his Creatures in all Corners of the City to give him 
intelligence of all Affairs i but this being by filence and fccrefie prevented, Y<ve- 
11ns came without any fear into the City, and addreffied himfelf to the Emperour, 
in whofc prefence, upon his very firft appearance, he was apprehended and be- 
headed. This being a publick a& could not be long concealed, nor indeed was 
it, for the Tartars heard of it prefently, and thereupon raifed their Siege, and left 
the Imperial City, out of fear of being attaqued by the Royal Army, which lay not 
far from them, as foon as the Emperour ffiould have appointed a Faithful Com- 
mander over the fame inftead of Traytor 2 Wwj- : However, in their return and 
march back they ruined and deftroyed whatever fiood in their way, and with great 
ftore of wealth and booty got at laft into the Province of Leaotung. 

The War continued till the Year 1636 with various events, fometimes the 
Cbinefes having the better, other whiles the / artars *, but however the Chittefes 
defended themfelves fo well againft them till that time, that the Tartars did ne- 
ver fet footing in China, but they were driven out again wirh greatdofs. In the 
fame Year 1636, the Tartar King Thien^nngus dyed, and his Son Zungtcus (the 
Father of the prefent Emperour who now wears the Royal Diadem in China ) 
fucceeded him : A Prince fo endowed with all the moft excellent qualities both 
of Art and Nature, as if defigned for fome great Undertaking : He exceeded 
all his Anceftors in Parts and Prudence ; and in his minority, before he attained 
the Crown, gave no fmall figns of Prudence and Underftanding. To defeend a 
little to particulars : He was both Learned, Courteous, and 01 a good difpofi- 
tion. Being yet in his juvenile years, he was lent by his Father into China , under 
the Tuition of fome of his Council, who pur him into the Chtnefe Habit j here 
he lived privately a long time, learned the Chinefe Language, and exchanged the 
rough and favage behaviour of his own Country, for the more civil and gentile 
behaviour of the Chinefes j fo that when he had got into the Throne, he reigned 
with much mildnefs, moderation and affability, carrying himfelf towards* his Sub- 
je&s quite contrary to the morofe nature of his Anceftors, whofe cruelty and 
levericy he obferved to have been the overthrow, or at leaft the retarding of all 
their defigns againft the Chinefes , whom by his converfation among them, while 
he lived there, he found were better to be won with a foft and mild hand, then 
with a rough and harffi ufage : Wherefore he refolved to alter the way and man- 
ner of the Government of his Anceftors, and to confirm himfelf in his Throne 
rather by the love of his SubjeSs, then by force of Arms. This his prudent 
carriage immediately won to him the hearts not only of his own natural Subjefts, 
but of the Chinefes his Enemies, who when they fubmitted to him, were treated 
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as his o«n Sii^cfls : i>.ipli as were conquered by him in the War, were civillv 
accommodated, and renewed into favour and fervice; and the r (l Zt 'el 
vv,!!mg to return home, had free leave at their own pleafiires to be Jnc Bv 
this wtnnmg fweetnefs the fame of this Prince fpredat lafi amoiAve'ral of 
.us Nugnbours, fo that they fought unto him for his Frie»dfliip S an d Prote- 
£jion , which ftood him in great ftead afterwards in the Conqucft of China U 
always prefers d only Men of Abilities into Offices and Pllces of T ru ft and 
fuch Commanders or Governors as fled to him out of Chma for any fupnofed 
crime or offence, I, ad not only their liberties, but were alfo much made of and 
put into Employments : For by the Chincfe Government, to prevent Tread, erv 
and Govetoufnefs, ,t is ordained and fetled as a fixed Law, that all the Prince? 
Govcrnotirs or Commanders in chief, under whofe Authority any misfo "une 
happens (hall lofe his head without mercy ; as for example, if a Gcmeral happen 
to be unfortunately defeated ; if a Covernour lofe his Province over which he is 
appointed ; or that a Mutiny happen among the People or Army, though nei- 
tlwr of them were by any probable or rational ways able to prevent it, yet they 
(hall lolc their Lives font: So that the Chincfe Generals and Governours finding 
upon all occafions that the King of Tart ary was kind and civil to fuch as fled to 
him, made thither as foon as any thing went amifs with them, for which they knew 
they had incurred the penalty of their heads. J 

At this time there feemed to be a ceffacion of ail warlike and hoflile Actions ; 
for although the Tartars held the Wcftern part of the Province of Lcaotu^, yet 
the Eaft part was fo well guarded with Forts and Sonldiers, that they thought 
themlelveslecurc from any future or further invaflon on that fide : Nor were the 
adjacent places in any great fear, for that there was a fhong Army thereabouts to 
hinder them trom making any further Inroads into the faid Province. 

But this noble and flouriflfing Empire had that Viper hatching within its bow- 
els, that would work its confufion, and was the only occafion of its overthrow ; 
for (as was faid before) at that time it was full of Runagate Vagabonds, Thieves 
and Robbers, who not only waftrd, but at laft delivered it up a prey to the Tar- 
tars, as you may more clearly underftand by the ftquel of the ftory. 

The fir ft Infurredion and Treachery of thefc Robbers and High-way-men 
was difeovered in the Province of Suchue, where joyning with a fort of wild peo- 
ple that live among, the Rocks and Mountains, they began the mifehief, and 
opi-iiC 1 the flood-gate of Rebellion by lubtilly oppofing the Authority that was 
over them. Their firft work was to fall a plundering, or in plain Englifh, fteal- 
ing, without any exception of Perfons, what foever they could meet with : In 
which their rebellious and unlawful Undertaking being fucccfifui, they at laft 
refolvcd to make an open War, and ro that end laid Siege to Chingtu , the chief 
City of the Province ; which they had without doubt taken, had not the. above- 
mentioned Amazon opportunely come to its refeue ; for thefc infolent and now 
commanding Thieves having heard of the fame of her extraordinary Courage, 
were (truck with fuch a terrour, that upon the firft inckling of her approach 
they immediately raifed the Siege, and left the City with great lofs. But this, 
though for the time it diverted them, yet it did not fo deter them as to make 
them ceafe from any further attempt } for returning toward the Mountains, they 
prefently rallied and recruited their Forces with frefli men, wherewith they con- 
tinued to forage and fpoil the Country. 

To heighten and encourage the infolence of thefe Villains, it hapned that in the 
Province of Qneichm there had paft an unjuft fentence in a certain caufe between 
two great Men, by reafon whereof he againft whom the caufe went, endeavoured 
to get the famereverft } but notwithftanding all his endeavours, as well by him- 
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Alliance, there was no good to be done therein The Rob- 
ieii as rnci r .t. lrf.ni- themfelves in great numbers upon the 


felt as trienasana themfelves in great numbers upon the 

bers, after t e rai g a f urt her difturbance j but they fent to this injured 

Sn to kt him know that if he pleafed to accept of their power they would 
& by him with their lives, to help him to redrefs h,s wrong, provided he would 
become their General, and be affiftant to them in the carry, ng on the, r Dcfigns. 
This great Perfon poffeffcd yet with fury for the remembrance of the injury done 
him, was not long confuting, but fuddenly accepted of them offer | .looking up- 
on the fame as th? beft and mod likely means, not only to repair hts Damages but 
revt n«e himfelf alfo. Upon knowledge of this acceptance, thefe Robbers fub- 
mit withextrao dinarv Alacrity to his Command and Authority ; wherein he was 
no fooner inv< (fed but firll of all they fall upon the Judge that gave the fentence, 
whom they immediately kill’d : Then they fell upon the Army of the W* or 
Vice-Roy which they quickly routed and put to flight ; but he rallying his Forces, 
turned back ag-in upon them with fuch Fury, that he forced them to dye into the 
Mom tains with a verv great Slaughter ; notwithftanding all which they recruited 
again, but dill kept in their holds till they had an opportunity to (hew themfelves 

again, as they did in a fliort time after. • 

Thefe Depredations, together with the infinite number of Gralhoppers, which 
had dedroved all the Grafs and Fruits of the Field in the feven Northern Pro- 
Vinces ol China, caufinga fcarciryof Provifion, and confequently a great dear- 
nefs gave a very pieat occafion to the rifingand encreafing of the number of 
thefe Thieves, which hapned chiefly in the Provinces of Xenfi and Xamung. Ano- 
ther Provocation or Indigation was, that the Emperour Zungthinms being of a 
covetous and mil'erabl. nature, would have (notwithftanding the Dearth) the 
ufual yearly Taxes paid him, as in a Fruitful year ; which exaftion fet the Inha- 
bitants of rhofc Provinces upon plotting againft him, and at length to joyn with 
the Robbers, by whofe afliftance in a fliort time they brought eight ftrong Ar- 
mies into the Field, appointing for their Generals fuch as they counted the molt 

Valiant Men among them , , ri 

Thefe Robbers and Mutineers having now thus ftrengthned thcmielves with 
Forces, and got great ftore of Wealth by Preying and Srea ing, they then refolved 
not to reft there, but driving higher d. figns in their heads, began to confuk about 
the reducing of the whole Empire under their fusion, and the unthroning 
of the Emperour : For the accomplishing whereof and advancing himlelf, every 

one of the eight Generals thought himfelf of fufficienr ftrengrh to get that Mor- 
fel, and fancied himfelf capable and fit ro bear fo weighty a burthen. With 
which ambitious thoughts puffed up, each of them began to make War upon the 
other, in hopes to be Conquerors, and to Encircle his head with the Royal Diadem, 
and Ennoble hi, Pofterities blood by the poffcflion of the Empire. This W ar 
continued till fix of the eight Generals were (lain, and only the two ftouteft, Lr- 
citng'z.us and Changbiencbungus^ lefr alive to difpute the quarrel. For the more 
eafie bringing this to pafs, each endeavoured to win to his fide the Forces of the 
other (lain Generals, to ftrengrhcn themfelves*, for to fuch height was their 
Ambition now grown, that there was no thoughts of dividing the ftakes between, 
each refolving to be ant Cxfar ant nihil ; fo were they elated with the thoughts of 
Soveraignty. 

Filled with thefe thoughts, thefe two Generals took fevcral ways to advance 
-their fnterefts and Defigns j Licung’z.ns with his Forces falling into the Provinces 
of Xenfi and Honan } but the other imagining to get the beft booty in thofe of 
Snchne and Huqnang, marched thither ; fo that now they no longer fought one 
againft another as formerly, blit feeking Wealth and Booty removed far enough 
remote from each other. 
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In thefe Traniaftions of Affairs, the Empcrours Concerns began to look with a 
bad Countenance, and as if the Government it felf were fuddenly to undergo 
fome fatal alteration } for the Tartars (who were not ignorant of thefe Proceed- 
ings) had in their former Wars made fuch havock of brave Commanders, that 
there were hardly any left whofe knowledge in Military Difcipline capacitated 
them forconduft of the Forces which were marching to fubdue thefe Rebellious 
Plunderers under the fame two Generals. 

hicttng'&HS in the year 1641. marched with his Army out of the Province of 
Xenfi, after he had wholly Plundered and Deftroyed its chiefcft Cities, into the 
plentiful Province of Honan, dire&lyto the famous City of Caiftwg’, which he 
prefently begirt and blockt up fo clofe, that there was no going in nor coming 
out : But the place being well fortified and provided with a good Garri- 
fon and Provifions, the Siege was foon raifed, and the Befiegers were conftrained 
to retire into the Mountains, not without very great lofs of Men : But they had 
no fooner recruited themfelves, but they returned to the Siege again, with an in- 
tention to have furprized the fame on a fudden ‘, but the Citizens having pri- 
vately received Intelligence thereof, and Handing upon their Guards, hindered 
them from effefting their defign. 

The Enemy being thus twice fruftrated in his hopes, and feeing no likelihood 
of taking the City by force, refolved to compel them to a furrender by a long and 
dole Siege : And though it were a place at leafi: three miles in circumference, yet 
they furrounded the fame in fuch manner, that no relief could poflibly be given 
them. 

But the Governour after the firft attempt, although provided with all manner 
of necefl'aries to withftand a Siege ; yet in regard the Harveft of Corn proved 
very bad that year, found upon Survey that it was impollible to lengthen out 
the fame by the belt Husbandry to ferve for the maintenance of fuch a number 
of People above fix months i yet Hill though their Magazines fell fiiort, they held 
out, and fuftered very great hunger, in hopes that the Emperour would come or 
fend to their relief : But now fuch was their want, that a pound of Rice was fold 
for a pound of Silver i a pound of old rotten Leather for twenty Shillings *, nay, 
they fed upon Dead Mens Flcfh as freely as upon any thing elfe. 

Thus did thefe Loyal Subjects hold out beyond admiration, before they would 
harbour any thoughts of yielding *, but at laft when they faw themfelves deftitute 
of all hopes of iuccour, they fubmitted to the cruelty of their Fate. 

This Catfung lyes in a great Valley on the South fide of the Yellow River, 
which runs at leafi: a mile to the Land-ward from it : And in regard the water 
lyes much higher then the Valley wherein the City is built, there is made before 
it a Bank or Dike of Hone to hinder the overflowing of the fame River. 

The Emperour at laft underftanding into what a ftraight the Befieged were 
brought, refolved to march to their relief, and to that purpofe came with his 
Army before the aforementioned Stone Bank, with an intention to bore the fame 
thorow, and fo drown the whole Army of the Befiegers. But the Work-men 
that were in’trufted, not being fo prudent as they ought to have been in the exe- 
cution of a defign fo hazardous, made too great an opening in the Bank, fo that 
in a few hours the water gufhed in with fuch violence, that it not only drowned 
moft of the Enemies Army, but the whole City alfo was overwhelmed, and all in 
it in a manner deftroyed with the Inundation. In this miferable calamity, thus 
unfortunately hapning, above three hundred thoufand perfons were drowned, 
and this famous City, formerly the ancient Seat of the Emperpurs of China , upon 
the 9. of September 1642. converted into a Poo!, with the adjacent Country 
round about it j for through the violent force of the water, not only all the Build- 
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• in g s an J Houfes were foon overturned, but Trees which had flood for many Ages 
were wafh’d up by the Roots *, fo that at this time there is nothing thereof left to 

be fern 

hknng'z.m who in perfonefcaped this Deluge with fome few of his Forces, yet 
Once more made afhifc to recruit his Army ; upon the fight and mufter whereof, 
being dill perfwaded that he fhould get into the Throne, took upon himfclf the 
Title of King, calling himfelf King Xnnnang , that is, a Fortunate King. 

The Province of Honan being thus fubdued and brought to flavcry, and the 
Inhabitants thereof miferably mif-handled with plundering and flealing from 
them, this upfiart King departed with his whole Army, and fell into the Province 
of Xenfi \ where he immediately laid clofe Siege to the chief City Xigan , which 
he took after three days , giving the Plunder thereof to his Souldiers j but 
out of a feeming companion he gave the Inhabitants their Lives. He made this 
City, upon its reduction, the Seat of his War, and caufed all manner of Provifi- 
ons and Ammunition to be brought out of the Province and laid up there *, part- 
ly thereby to keep the Country in awe, and partly to hinder the Cbinefe Army 
from any Provifions in thofe Parts to fupport themfelvcs againd them. 

Ladly, made now over-confident by fuccefs, and doubting no longer of the 
poffeflion of the Empire, which he had already appropriated to himfelf in his 
thoughts, he took upon him the Title of Emperour, by the name of Thienxun y 
which fignifies, Obedient to Heaven j for by Pretext of this glorious name, which 
he ufed for a Cloak to his Villany, he gave out in Speeches, and fo made his Soul- 
diers believe, that it was concluded in Heaven, that he fhould afeend the 
Throne, and deliver the opprefled Subjects out of the covetous hands of the 
prefent Emperour, toinfli£f punilhment on the corrupt Governours of Provin- 
ces who had over-burthened the People with intolerable Taxes y and ladly, to 
govern the Empire in peace and quietnefs. To all this the Rencgado Chineses , 
who had fided with Licungws, giving eafie credit, were very forward not only 
to give him the Title of Emperour, as his ambition had afiimied ir, but did verily 

believe he was fent from Heaven to govern. 

And to adde the greater Honour and Ludre to his Name* and win their favour, 
he governed with great moderation and mildnefs, fo to make his Actions and his 
Name feem agreeable : Forfuchashad done any wrong, underwent r»o corporal 
punifhment , but were only chafliled with kind words and good admonitions. 
All fuch Cbinefe Governours as refufed to fubmit to him, he caufed to be put to 
death when taken : He abolifiied and took off feveral heavy Taxes, that had been 
laid and then continued upon tke People, charging fuch as he made Governours to 
rule gently and lovingly over his Subje£s. And after this manner, through his 
cunning and crafty infinuations, did this Grand Thief bring under his obedience 
feveral Provinces without fpilling any blt>od ; for the Commonalty (which is 
JSellna multorum rapiiuw & inflabile vulgus ) was hugely pleafed with this new 
Model of Governing, applauding their new Emperour with higheft Eulogiums. 

But befide the troubles occafioned by the two Grand Robbers, there arofe in 
the Court another difpute and difeontent as mifehievous as the other, and which 
was indeed the greateft occafion of the overthrow of the Empire , and the 
greatelt divifions amongfi: the Governours themfelves, occafioned by the jealoufie 
and hatred they bore to one Cuei of the Kings Bed-chamber, for the great Au- 
thority committed to him, and affe&ion fhewn him by the Emperour, who haa 
not only intruded the whole Government into his hands, and preferr d him to 
the bed Offices and Charges within his Dominions, but likewife treated him with 
refpcct as if he had been his Father. But this Favourite not knowing how to 
keep himfelf within the limits of moderation, began fo to fwell with pride, that 
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he cauled fever., I Great Perfons to be punilhed with death for the leaf} ofil^T 
or at lea t bamfiicd. Which exorbitant cruelties brought him into treat hatred’ 
not only vvtth the Nobles and Grandees, but alfo with the Prince ZuVZ.2 
btmfelf who by the rnformat.on of the Prime Perfons abottt him, bring ac- 
quatnted with his carriage, began to abate much of his love towards him 8 

This occasioned a very great fraflion amongft the Governoursand Rix' Coun- 
cellours, who were div.dcd upon it into two Fa6ions, fo that in a Ihort time there 
was hardly any confiderable perfon to be found who did not fide with the one ™ 
the other each endeavouring to ruine his Advetlary,y e t flill both pretending the 
welfare of the State. Btit the Emperour Zungcbiniut fore-feeing the ruine^that 
was imminent over his head through thefe Divifions, endeavoured by all the 
meansdie could devife to reconcile thefe Inteftine Jars, thus unhappily rifen a- 
mongfl his Subjcfts ; and in order thereunto, after feveral otherprobable experi- 
ments without any effea, he caufed the Friends of the before-mentiond Gun to be 
prolecuted in due form of Law, and feverely punilhed as difttirbers of the Publicfc 
Peace : Nay, at lad he wasforced tocaufc Gnei himfelf to be put to Death withfe- 
veral other of his Adherents, which was put in execution after this manner Ac- 
cording to an ancient cuftom of the Cbinefs Empcronrs, to vifit the Tombs of 
their Ancefiors, this Guei under colour thereof was made choice of (ic being a) 
ways an Employment committed to the greated Perfons in China) who not dream'- 
mg of any hurt intended againft him, began his journey with a great Train;but he 
was hardly gone a mile out of the City of Peking, but a McfTenger over-took him 
from the Emperour, who delivered him a. Golden Box, wherein lay a Silk Cord 
withorder to hang himfelf therewith, which he readily embraced, and prefcntly 
went and performed. And thus to come to the Period of Life is held by the 
Cbinefes for an Honourable Death ; infomuch that none who have any refpetd 
for their Family, will rejeflorrefufethisfevere, though inhumane order and com- 
mand, when lent him. 

But very little advantage did the Emperour reap by the fall of this his fo emi- 
nent Favourite, but rather created more trouble unto himfelf ; for his Adherents 
hereupon began toconlpirc with the Rebellious Robbers, and to fwear Revenge. 

Thefe Feuds being fpread into the Armies that were fent to fubdue thofe Rob- 
bers, made fuch heart-burnings among the Souldiers, that they returned home Hill 
with great lols ; by means whereof the Emperours Affairs began to fall daily into 
a condition of worfe and worfetfor t h e Friends of the before Murdered Favourite 
did what ever they could to ruine the Emperour and their Adverfe Party adhering 
to him. 

When Licnng'z.us received information of thefe Divifions between the Empe- 
rour, his Commanders, and Govcrnours, he concluded that it was now a conveni- 
ent time to fall upon the chief City of Pekjng ; whereupon (after he had well fe- 
curcd the Province of Xcnft) he marched with his whole Army to the Eaft, and 
and palled with little or no trouble over the Yellow River, being not defended 
by any ; for he might have been eafily obft ru&ed, if not totally prevented in that 
his palfage With a handful of Men, in regard this River in thofe parts, between 
the Provinces of Xeufi and Xanfi, runs with a very violent Stream and Current *, 
but there being no firength to hinder him, he eafily got over, and at firft Afiault 
took the famous and great City of Kiangchen , which lyes near to the Yellow Ri- 
ver, and on the South-fide of. the Province : The news whereof caufed other 
, places where he came not to withftand him, only thofe of the City of Tbaiyven 
held out feveral days as it were in a Bravado, but at laft fubmitting, they dearly 
paid for their oppofition ; for the Commanders within were all put to the Sword, 
and a very heavy Fine fet upon the Citizens that furvived. 
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When now the Empetour Zungchinin s received Intelligence, that thefe bold 
Pillar crs were already got over the Yellow River and in the Province of Xanft y 
which is not very far from the Imperial Court of Peking, he immediately caufed 
a very great Army to be railed under the Command of his General Lius , with 
order at lead: to flop the Robbers in their march, if he could not totally deftroy 
them : But this great Army effe&ed nothing; for no fooner were they come in 
fight of the Enemy , but they deferted their Commanders and ran over to 
them ; which fo infinitely affli&ed the General, that he went away forthwith 
and hang’d himfelf. The report of thefe difaftrous a&ions being fpread, imme- 
diately filled the whole City of Peking with great confirmation and amazement, 
and withal made fo deep an impreffion into the heart of the Emperour, that he 
concluded to leave the fame, andtoflye with his Family to Nanking: but from 
this his determination he was earneftly diffwaded as well by fuch as were faithful, 
as thofe that intended Treachery towards him. Thofe who under colour of 
Friends, and were yet in heart Traytors and Enemies to their Prince and Coun- 
trey, advifed him to fiay, thatfo with the greater eafe and convenience, before 
their confpiracy came to be dete&ed, they might deliver him up into the Hands of 
the Rebels ; but fuch as were indeed faithful, advifed his fiay for the welfare of the 
Empire ; alledging that his flight, and the deferting of his Imperial City, would 
hazard the whole State by heartning the Enemy, and difeouraging his Subje&s. 
Befide, they concluded that they were able to defend the City againft all attempts 
whatfoever of the Enemies Countrey, being well provided and fortified with Vi- 
luals and Ammunition : Nay further, that without all peradventure the Inhabi- 
tants of all the other Provinces would not forbear to come to their relief, when 
they fhould hear that the Emperour wasrefolved not to leave it, but to run the 
risk of his utmofi: Fortune, even to the lofs of his Life in the fame. Whereupon 
the Emperour refts fatisfied, and refolves ip perfon to ftand by the City, and de- 
fend the fame to the Iaft drop of his blood . 

The Ufurpcr Lie ung^us on the other hand, no lefs quick in intention, then 
nimble ac adion, and well knowing that Proverb, Virtus an dolus qttis in bojic re> 
quint } joining Policy and Force together, fent a great number of his Souldiersha- 
bited in the l ame Mode with thofe of China , into the chief City of Peking ; and 
the better to prevent difcovery,he fent them not all at one time, but now and then 
one, furnifhing fome with Money to drive a Trade there , ordering others to fet 
upDrinking-houfes, or to take what other courfe of life they judged mofi free 
from fufpition, till fuch time as he came with his whole Army before the Walls 
of the City ; and that then by fetting Fire on the Houfes, or fome other like mif- 
chievousaft, they fhould make fome difiurbance in the City. 

The Plot was not better laid then affe&ed, being carried on with that privacy, 
that nothing of it was ever difeovered by the ChinefeSj till it was put in exe- 
cution. 

However the Ambitious Fox not daring to trufi: only to this, thought upon 
fome other means fit to make fure of this his undertaking ; and that which ap- 
peared lhofi feafible to him, was by corrupting fome of the chief of the Council 
>f War, which he eafily compafifed ; for they perceiving the Emperours Affairs 
to be in a decaying condition, were foon perfwaded to enter into a Confederacy 
with him, whereby they obliged thcmfelves to deliver up the City unto him at fuch 
a time and hour : And fo faithful were they in Infidelity, that it was accordingly 
performed by them in the month of May, 1^44. when one of the Gates by the 
Traytors within being let open, the Befiegers fuddenly entered ; and although 
difeovered by fuch as were faithful to the Emperour, yet they alfo perceiving that 
the City was full of Confufion, and that the matter w r as quite part hope, every one 
fhhted for himfelf, and left all to the mercy of the Robber. Licttng - 
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Uch^hs being thus Marter of the City, marched up dfieSly to the E^T 
1 ours Palace, and with the Prime of his Army was gotten through the fecond Gate 
(which ,s much to be adm, red, but what will notTreafou effeft) before ever he 
knew any thing of what had pad; but when he was firft told of the Enemksbe! 
mg withm Ins Court, he was aftonilhed with admiration at the unexpeded hearing 
of fuch direful news; but after a final! Paufe, feeing there was no hopestoefi 
cape^ he took ms Pen, and writing a Letter with his own Blood, accufes therei , 
his Officers of moft horrid Treafon, earnefily defiring and entrea ing Li™" 
that fince Heaven had fo favoured his defigns as to give him the Empire, he would 
do him (a Prince yielding to his Fate) that right to punilh his Traiterous and Per- 
fidcous Officers and Servants with mod fevere puniffiment. , 



?°7 


Having finilhed this Letter, as a Man Diftra&ed he kills his Daughter in his 
Chamber, being a young Virgin of feventeen or eighteen years of Age, that file 
ftiould not be mif-handled and abufed by the Rogues \ and then with a fetled re- 
folution not tofurvive this difmal mif-fortune, going into the Garden, with one of 
his Garters he Hanged himfelf upon a Plum-Tree. And this was the miferable Ca- 
taftrophe of the Emperour Zungchinius , who was very unfortunate, during his 
Reign, in all his undertakings, and is reckoned for the laft Emperour of the Race of 
Taminga ; for although afterwards fome other of that Line were chofcn, yet they 
are not reckoned by the Chinefes themfelves among the Emperonrs of that Race, 
in regard that after the death of Zungchinius they never poflefled the whole, but 
only fome part of the ancient Empire. Thus was that Race whofe firft Founder 
was the Robber Chu , deftroyed andbrought to nothing by another Robber Li~ 
cung%us , who had the good Fortune even beyond his hope, though not ambition 
to fubdue the biggeft Empire in that part of the World. 

The Emperours death begat fo great a grief and commiferation in the chief 
Governour of the City, that not thinking himfelf worthy to furvive his unhappy 
Lord, he went ai)d Hanged himfelf Iikewife in the fame place. The Emprefs 
followed the fame example, and fo did all fuch as were faithful to them, rather 
then they would fall into the hands of the Enemy b for it is counted for apiece 
of Honour and Faithfulnefs with the Subjeftsof that Countrey, to dye with their 
Soveraign. ' > 
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Mafter of M'^rprefently feats himfelf m the Imperial 
one Ind the next day caufed the dead body of the Emperour to be hack d to 
. c Lj crave the Plunder of his City to the Souldiers. 

P1< The Emperour Zungchiriins had three Sons, whereof the Eldeft (feeing his 
Fibers death, and the City m the hands of the Robbers) never appeared more, 
though great ft arch was made for him, to have had him either alive or dead. Of 
l is Jofs there are divers opinions, fome thinking he was killed in the crowd un- 
1 nown • Others that he faved himfelf by flight amongft thofe that efcaped to the 

Mountains, where they lived a long while after 

Befidc this, were two other younger Sons, who were brought alive to the Ty- 
rant but he caufed them to be both Beheaded prefently. 

And to {hew his Tyrannical Cruelty, and that the Barbarifm of his Nature was 
not at all altered by his being gotten into the Throne, he Summoned the chiefeft 
Perfons of the Empire to a Meeting, under colour of treating with them about 
bulinefs of Confequence i whither they were no fooner come, but a company 
of i he bafeft Fellows were turned in upon them, whofe favage Fury fo unbound- 
edly raged, that it fpared none but fuch as had no Money to buy off their 
Lives. ^ But here ended not his Tyranny, as by the following Tragedy will 

^Amon<*ft fever al other Governours and Commanders whom he had taken 
Prifoners, there was a very ancient Man named Vs , whofe Son, called Vfan- 
wejns had the Command of the Chine fe Army, which lay upon the Frontiers of 
Liaotung againft the Tartars : Of whom the Ufurper Handing in fear, as per- 
ceiving diat he was able to do him very great prejudice with his Forces, threat- 
ned this Old Man to put him to death in a rnoft cruel manner, if he did not 
forthwith command and enjoyn his Son to come and fubmit unto him i Fi- 
fing to reward fuch his civility with great Prefents and Preferments. The de- 
crepit Old Man Vs , in hopes to get his liberty, and overcome with thele great 
promifes, writ a Letter to his Son, the fubftance whereof was to this purpole. 

That the various changes and viciffitudes which happen in this world, are either 
pre-ordained by the Heavens, , occafioned by the Earth , or impulfed by Deftiny. Ihrs 
i write to you, my Son, to give you notice that the Emperour Zungchinius and the 
Government of the Race of Taiminga is totally dejiroyed } and that ftnee the Hea- 
vens, which order and manage aU things by a juft rule, have given 1 je onnnt 
Licungzus, it is requifite that we comply with the Times, and make a Virtue of - 
ceflityi ~ especially if we wiU efcape all drfiaBers, prevent a cruel death, ande j y 
his favour. He promifes to ennoble yon with a Royal Dignity , and to confer on you 
all manner of Honour and Erie ndfbip, if you will take part ivit j rim, an onne m 
for your Eord and Emperour . Confider well hereof , and know that upon your promije 
ancl confent to this , depends my prefervation, and you may now either prejerve my ife or 
clejiroy it : Weigh with your felf the obligations of Nature, which rvi te you . ow 
deeply you are engaged to preferve him that jirfi gave you Being. 

Vfanguejns upon the receipt and reading this Letter, though very much trou 
bled at the Contents, being tyed by Oath to his Natural Prince, anfwertd is a 
ther with thefe few, but fharp words. 

I /ball never owne him for my Father , who will not be true and faithful to his So- 
vereign. Have you forgot that Faith which you owe to the Emperour? who can 
blame me if I forget that Obedience which I owe to you ? Much rather had I dye, then 
betray my Trujl and fal fife my Oath . ^ 
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No foonef had Vfanguejus fent this Letter to his Father, buThTdilWh '7 
an Embaffadour to the Cham of Tartary, to defire affifiance againft the Ufnroer 

an< ! 3 yra | nt Lu *"f‘ us .' who fo urjuftly intruded upon the Throne by Rapine 
and Murder : And to mate the Tartars the more fpeedily to the march, he mo- 
rn, fed them great fibre of fine Lmnen Silks, Gold, Silver, and a great number of 
- handlome young Women, wherein the Tartars take great delight becaufe thev 
are very fcarce amongft them, their Country abounding more with Men then 
Women. The Cham who had long been. wailing for fuel a conveniem oppor- 
tunity, readily accepted of his offer, promifing to affift him with a confiderablc 
Army which then lay ready in the Province of Leaotung And in truth he was 
as gtj|d as his promtfe ; for it was not long before he began his March with an 
Army of 80000 Men to joyn with Vfanguejus where he lay encamped • to 
whom at meeting he thus fpake. r 1 




That We may not he baffled in our Vndertakjng, l judge it neceffary and advife 
you earnejtly to pul all your Souldiers into Tartar Habits, to wear Caps and (lion 
Hair, that fo the Tyrant by this Stratagem may be deceived-, for that be will take 
them all for Tartars. ^ 

VfangttejHs , whole heart boiled with Revenge, agreed to all the 'tartar delired 
of him, not confidering that he brought in Tygers (according to the faying of 
the Chinefes) to hunt out Dogs. This Confederacy againft Licungius was not 
fo privately carried, but he had intelligence thereof: But when the News was 
brought him, that they were not only joyned,but upon their March againft him, 
it ft; uck fuch a terrour into the Robbers heart, that he prefently quitted the 
Imperial City of Pekjng y not daring to ftay or abide their coming, and fled into 
the Province of Xenfi for fafety, taking with him all that was of value, and feat- 
ed himfelf in the chief City of Sigan , formerly the Court of the ancient Em- 
perours. As a teftimony of the greatnefs of the Treafurc that was carried out 
of Peking by this flying Tyrant and his Followers, it is moft certain that 7 or S 
days were fpent wholly about loading of Waggons and Horfes with the fame; 
and yet they left great ftore of riches behind them, being furprifed with fear at 
the ludden coming of the tartars. And thus were the infinite riches of Gold, 
Silver, Jewels, and coftly Furniture, which fixteen Emperours of the Race of 
Taiminga had been feraping together by the fpace of 280 years, deftroyed and 
carried away : But he had not yet gotten into Harbour with his Booty ; for in 
his flight he was fet upon by the Tartar , who recovered from him all that mafs 
of Wealth which he had fo traiteroufly ftoln, and then marches dire&Iy up to 
the Imperial City of Pebjngy where the Inhabitants without making any refin- 
ance fet open the Gates, and gave them free entrance. And thus at length, and 
after this manner, the Tartars became Mafters of the whole Empire of China , for 
which they had waged War, and fought fo many bloody Battels, for many Ages. 

And although at this time, which was at the very firft entrance, the Tartar King 
• Znngteus hapned to dye ; yet (which is very obfervable) they were not thereby 
deterred from purfuing their defigned Conqueft, but endeavoured both by 
Cunning and Policy to win the hearts of the Chinefes to affe£f them : For though 
the death of Zungleu* gave a little check to their Affairs, yet through his good 
Conduft while he lived, he had opened fuch a way for them, that they eafily faw 
in what method to proceed for the gaining of the whole Empire. He left behind 
him a Son fix years old, whom- he declared his Succeffour upon his Death-bed, 
enjoyning and conjuring his own Brothers prudently to fupervife and govern the 
great Tranfaftions of his Dominions, during his Minority. The el deft of thefe 

Ecec Brothers 




A general Ve/cription 


Brothers had the created hand in the management of Affairs, which he moft 
faithfully performed, effeSing very great things- . 

' The Robber Liang*** being thus expelled from his Ufumanan , Vfmpujm 
endeavoured to fetle again in the Throne the next Heir of the Family and Race 
of T timing* : With the more applaufe to effeS it, he returned very hearty 
thanks to the T art art for their faithful aflifiancc and ferv.ce, highly commending 
their Courage (hewn in driving out the Robber. After this Complement per- 
formed he proffer’d them the promifed Prefents, with requeft that upon receiv- 
ing the ’fame they would depart out of China, and for the futae forget the old 
Injuries, which they had now fufficiently revenged : But Vfanguejm received 
from them an Anfwer quite contrary to his cxpeSation (which they haifclong 
fince in their thoughts framed) in thcfe words. 


It ferns to us, although perhaps you Jhall judge it othemtfe, as yet too foott for 
-'onto part with ns : China is not yet free from armed Thieves , but fill too much 
over-run with the fame : Ton may eafily imagine how great a danger is fill imminent 
over your heady in regard the grand Robber Licungzus has fetled himfelf in Sigan, 
the chief City of the Province of Xenfi. We have newly firuch^a fear and terrour 
into him , and if he be once informed of our departure , he will foon re-invade the 
Throne withfrefh Forces , and re-conqmr the whole : And then in regard of the great 
difiance that will of necejpty be between us , it will be impojpble for us to come timely 
enough to your affiflance. Wherefore we judge it better for us now we are here , and 
before our departnrey wholly to deflroy thefe Plunderer fy and then all being in peace 
and qu&tnefsy your new chofen Prince for the future will be freed from any new trou- 
bles. As to your promifes never thinly of them ', for they are as ' well performed by 
you, as by us: But if your intentions aim at the good of the Public march with a 
potent Army againfi Licungzus, and force him to leave that City , while we in the 
mean time will endeavour to drive the other Bobbers out of the Province f^Xantungj 
and in the doing of thky the whole Empire will be fetled in Peace. 

r Vfanguejusy who either did not perceive the craftinefs of the Tartar , or at 
leaft diffembled his knowledge on purpofe at the prelent not to provoke him, 
agreed at laft to his Propofal, and permitted him with his Forces to continue in 
China. 

But the T artarSy in purfuance of their long intended defign, before they began 
their March, at the requeft of TljanguejuSy with their Army into China , to drive 
out L icungx.us y had fent into their own Countrey to raifea mighty Army with 
all fpeed for the Conqueft thereof m , yet the better to palliate their pra&ice, they 
ufed no force againft the Chinefes y but kept them in hand with kind and crafty 
Language, till they had got their Forces out of Tartary , and brought with them, 
their young King of fix year old called Xungteus ; whereby they firft gave to un- 
derftand, that they aimed at the Soveraignty : For no fooner was their new raifed 
Potent Army arrived, but they Proclaimed this young Child Emperour of China , 
gave him the name of Xunchiy and entitled his Race T aiding : This Child, who 

yet lives and Reigns in Chinay and is now about twenty nine years of Age, was 
placed with great Majcfty in the Ancient Imperial Throne, through the good 
conduft of his Uncles and near Relations, who proved very faithful to him, be- 
ing intrufted with the foie management of all Affairs, and of fo great Courage 
and Valour, Civil, Courteous, Loving, and juft Deportment, that they won the 
hearts of the Chine fes. 

Upon the very day of this new Emperours Inftallmcnt, there was fent in his 
name, by the advice of his Uncle, a Regiment or two of Tartars to ‘VfanguejuSy 

who 
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who was upon his march towards the Province of Xenfi, to fight with Licn/ig^Hs 
with fealed Letters, wherein and whereby he was conftituted King Pingji, which 
fignifies a Pacifier of the Weft ; the chief City Sigan, in the Province of X?///?, 
ordered to be for his Court, and that he fhould pay fome yearly Tribute in token 
of his obedience. This Policy did the Guardians of the yonng Emperour ufe to 
fatisfie and gain ZJfanguejus to their Party b knowing very well that the Intereft 
which he had in China, was fufficient to embroil the Affairs of the Tartars , and 
involve them in new Troubles. ZJfanguejus who could never expeci the like 
Preferment from the Chinefe Emperour, confidering that all the laft Emperours 
Children were dead *, and feeing the Tartars upon their march againft him with 
fo great an Army, and that himfelf was in no condition to oppofe them, relin- 
quifhes the truft which he had thus long kept , receives the new Honour, and ac- 
knowledges the Tartar for lawful Emperour of China. 

• In this manner was he, who not long before for the Prote&ion of the Chinefes 
was fent with an Army to fubdue the Rebels, now brought over to fight againft 
his own Count rey-men, and with the Tartars to help conquer the Empire ; and 
at laft with the afliftance of the Tartars , having quite vanquifhed the Robbers in 
Xenfi, in a pitch’d Battel, went and fetled his Court in the City of Sigan. And 
thus did th ^Tartars prefer this Lord to great Honours and Dignities, who had fo 
often fought againft them with great fucccfs, but trufted him not with any Mili- 
tary Employment *,as well knowing what fuch an expert and valiant Commander 
(well guarded with Souldiers, whofelovein time of Peace he would purchafe) 
is able to do, in cafe Fortune fhould afterwards become froward, and begin to 
frown upon them. 

What became of Licung^us is not certainly known, for his Forces were moft 
of them kill’d upon the place by Z vfanguejns and therefore fome are of opinion 
that he fell into the Slaughter amongft the reft, for he never was heard of after 
that Battel. 

The other Tartars who were fent towards Xantung and fekjng, foon made 
themfelves Mafters of them, meeting with little or no refiftance : But yet the 
greateft flop that was after this put to the Arms of the Tartars , was the Law they 
'publifhed, whereby the Chinefes were commanded to wear their Hairafter the 
Tartar Fafhion. This did very much alienate their affe&ions from the Tartars, 
for they of China take great Pride in their Hair, and therefore did fight more vali- 
antly to defend that, then for the Safety and Prefervation of the Empire or Em- 
perour b infomuch that thoufands (who perhaps otherwife would have fubmitted 
ocaceably) chofe rather to lofe their Heads then their Trefles. 

1 Neverthelcfs the Tartars were fo fuccefsful in their War, that in the fpace of 
twelvemonths they Conquered four Northern Provinces, *vi%. Peking, Xanf , 
Xenfi , and Xantung b but for the reft theyufed another means, which got them 
more then the Sword, and indeed was a good piece of Policy } for they made no 
manner of alteration in the Government wherefoever they came, but fuffered 
the fame, and direction of Affairs both in City and Countrey to continue in the 
hands of the Chinefe Philofophcrs, wherein it was fetled before: And this one 
thing brought theTrrfdnnto fuch favour and efteem with the Chinefes, that they 
readily fubmitted themfelves to their Command only herein confifted all the 
marks of their Vaffalage, that the Conquerors referved to themfelves the manage- 
ment of all Martial Affairs ’•> neverthelcfs, fuch Chinefe Commanders as they had 
found faithful, were ft ill employed by them ; and even in the Imperial City it felf, 
the fame order, as to the Civil Government, was obferved as beiore, only one hah 
of the Judges were 1 artars, and the other Chinefes. 

In the mean time the Governours and Commander.; of the Southern Provinces 

(where 
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(where the firft difturbancc by the Robbers began) having information of the 
ftnaights the Emperour was reduced to, raifed a great Army, and were already 
upon their march to hisrefeue i but when they were certified of his Death, and 
the taking of the City, they returned immediately with all their Force's ; and not 
long after underftood that the Tartars , who by the means of Vfanguejus Were 
called in as Aids, had poflefted themfelves of the whole Empire, arid were become 
abfolute Matters thereof j the very thoughts of which much perplexed their 
Spirits. 

And thisfpred likewife a great confternation among all the People,even as far as 
Nanking the chief City of the Province of the fame name, fo that they did not 
know what to advife or do ; but at laft the General took Courage, and fet up, after 
a long and feriouslconfnltation, one of the Family of Taiminga, being the next 
Heir to the Chinefe Crown, as Grand-child of the Emperour Vanlieus, and Coufin of 
the laft Emperour Zungchinins , who heretofore kept his Court in the Province of 
Honan, but for fear of the Robbers removed to Nanking j where upon his arrival 
the Inhabitants in great Pomp and State fet the Crown upon his Head, and Pro- 
claimed him Emperour by the name of Hunquang. , in hopes to efteft great matters 
by him, in regard he was a valiant Prince. He was no fooner feated in his Throne, 
but he lent an Embafladour to the Tartars to demand a Peace upon terms of leav- 
ing all the Northern Provinces to them which they had taken : But the Tartars 
well underftanding that the fcopeof this Embattle wasonly intended to gain time 
till the Chinefes could recruit themfelves with Men and Money, receded their 
offers, and fent them anfwer, that they would either have the whole Countrey, or 
no part of it, being refolved not to lay down their Arms till they had accomplish- 
ed what they had undertaken. 

In the mean time, whilft the Embafladour was upon his return home, and that 
both Parties prepared for the War, there appeared in Nankjng a Youth, who 
gave himfelf out for the eldeft Son of the Emperour Zungchinins , and endea- 
voured to confirm his faying with fome peculiar remarks of Truth : And that 
which feemed to make a great addition to the credit of this report, was that feveral 
Gelubdens, and others who had been converfant in the Eraperours Court, pretended 
to know kirn. But Hunquang who had tatted the fweetnefs of Government, and 
in fome meafurc fetled himfelf in the Throne, refufed to owne him for the lawful 
Son of Zungchinins j butcaufed him to be apprehended as an Impoftor, with an 
intention to put him to death. And in this cruel refolution he perfifted, notvvith- 
ftanding that all the Commanders and Governours oppofed him, and extreamly 
hared and maligned him for it, for they gave credit to the faying of the Youth. 
This bufinefs occafioned fo much and fo long trouble among the Chinefes , that 
the Tartars in the interim took the opportunity to fubje& the Province of Nov- 
Zp/7g, wherein they found little or no oppofition, in regard the Chinefe Comman- 
ders were divided among themfelves to that height of malice, that fome refufed 
to hinder the Progress .of the Tartars , on purpofe to work a prejudice to the new 
Emperour : Whereupon they came immediately to Hoaigan , the firft chief City 
oi the lame Province , and without making any flop or delay, they took in the 
Eaft-fide ofthe Yellow River, and Ferried over the fame in Boats, though the 
other tide thereof was well lined with Chinefe Souldiersj who no fooner perceived 
th ejartars in carneft to put themfelves aboard for paflage, but they left their 
ftation, and fled like fo many Sheep before Wolves. The Tartars thus got over 
( which might have been eafily prevented, if the Guards appointed for defence of 
the B^nks had (hewn the leaft courage^ fell with their whole Army into the fame 
rich Province, and took and carried away whatfoever they found upon the North- 
ttee oi the R.iver Kiaug j no place being able to withftand them, only the R.ich 
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and Famous City o t Jangchen made fome considerable refiftance, and kill’d 
many of the Tartars in their Sallies, amongft whom was a Son of one of their 
petty Kings. This City was commanded by one Znns Cohns , placed there bv 
the new Emperour, to whom he proved very faithful ; for he defended the 
place,' wherein was a ftrong Garrifon, to the very laft ; yet having endured a 
long and cruel Siege, and feeing no likelihood of relief (the provisions alio 
within: being all fpent) he was forced at laft to deliver it up to th e 'Tartars, who 
put all, as well the Souldicrs as Inhabitants, to the Sword, plundered the' City 
and afterwards fetting it on fire, laid it all in aShes. 

The Tartars hereupon increafed very much in power and authorit^ fo that 
many of the Cbinefe Commanders went over to them, and were either conti- 
nued in their prefent Employments, or elfe preferr’d to better. Which friendly 
and favourable treating filch Officers and Cities as came voluntarily and without 
force over to them, and on the other hand inflifting fuch great feverity and cru- 
elty on fuch as made opposition, brought it to pafs that moft of the places Situa- 
ted in the North over the River Kiang fubmitted themfelves, to avoid the pu- 
nifhment and mifuiage which they Should otherwife undergo by making opposi- 
tion. 

Having fubdued thefe places, the next thing they undertook was againft the 
City of Nanking, formerly the Court of the ancient Emperours, and is a State- 
ly City lying upon the South Side of the River K iang, which divides the whole 
Empire of China into a Southern and Northern division, and runs quite through 
the middle of the Province : So that the Tartars to win this City, and to get the 
new Emperour into their hands, who was within the fame, were forced before- 
hand to provide great numbers of Boats wherein to be carried over the River. 
The Chinefes likewife having many Veffels, of them, made a Fleet, which lay un- 
der the Command of the Valiant Prince Hoangchoang on the other Side of the Ri- 
ver. The tartars in their Boats fell upon the Cbinefe Fleet with great fury, 
which as manfully received and maintained the Fight ; fo that both Sides fought 
moft valiantly, but at laft Fortune intending to Shew a glimpfe of her favour tp 
the Chine] es , the Tartars were vanquished and totally routed with a very great 
(laughter of their Men : By which valorous action Hoangchoang made it appear, 
that the Tartars were not invincible. But Fortune, never conftant but in her 
inconftancy, did not long favour this brave General i for a while after he was 
moft treacheroufly kill’d by one of his own Commanders, a Traitor who had long 
before been hired by the Enemy to perpetrate this Villany, one Thienns a Native 
of the Province of Leaotnng , who from his Childhood had ferved amongft the 
Chinefes. And as the Acl: in it felf was direful, fo the events that followed had a 
like miSerable illnevfor through the unfortunate death of this ExcellentCommand- 
er, the Chine fe Affairs began infinitely to decline, and the whole Empire became 
a Prey to the Tartars in a Short time after. 

The Ti ai ror L hiatus, not fatisfied in having committed this toul a£iion, blit 
willing to adde villany to villany, flies with his Men into Nanking, under colour of 
performing his. duty as a faithful Officer, but in truth with hopes to effeft fome 
other Treafon, a he afterwards did ; for the Emperour hearing of the death of 
his General, was perfwaded by this Thienns to leave the City. As foon as the 
Tartars , being got over the River with their Army, underftood that the Ernpe- 
rour was fled, they Sent fevcral great Parties in purfuit of him, whom the Trai- 
tor (being prefent) feeing approach, commanded his Men to feize him, and then 
delivered ffiiin up to the Tartars, in July 1645. who now having obtained what 
they much aimed at, did not prelently put him to death, but firft carried him up 
and down in Triumph, and at length having brought him under the Walls , ot 
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the chief City of Peking, there ftrangled him with a bow-ftring : which man- 
ner of death is held in great efteem amongfi the Tartars . And thus the Empe- 
rour Hnngquang came to his end, before he had reigned a compleat year. Then 
they caufed the Youth who pretended himfelf to be the Son of Zungchinitts , and 
whom they found in Prifon, to be alfo firangled * and not only thefe, but all 
others they could find or meet with of the Royal Race : For it is a Cufiom 
through all Afia , that when a Kingdom is taken from another, all the Kindred of 
that King arc put to death by the Conquerour. 

Thefe things being thus brought to pafs, the Tartar Army fell upon the chief 
City of Nanking , took the fame without any refifiance, or fo much as a blow gi- 
ven, and out of an innate hatred turned the Imperial Palace (the ancient Seat of 
the Emperours Courts) and alfo their Tombs and Sepulchres into a heap of 
fiones, yet never offered any hurt to-the Inhabitants Houfes. Marching thence 
they reduced all the other Cities of this Province without any oppofition, they 
freely fubmitting to avoid their cruelty. 

This Province thus fetled, part of their Army was fent for Hangcheu , the firft 
chief City of the Dominion of Chekiang, and the other part marched over the 
River Kiang, to fubdue the Southern Countries, as Kiangft , Huquang , and Quan - 
tung. About this City was got together the remainder of the Chinefe Army that 
hadfaved themfelves by flight, where they were about to chufe a new Emperour 
called Louangus , of the Race of Taiminga : But he earnefily refufcd.to take up- 
on him that Dignity, being contented with the Kingly Title j faying, that when 
the Tartars were beaten and driven out of China , then he would accept of it. 
His Reign had not continued three days, but he faw the Tartars coming to fight 
with him, and to drive him out of the Kingdom : But he not frighted therewith, 
and withal being a valiant Prince, encouraged his men to make a manly refin- 
ance, which they faithfully promifed to do, and accordingly behaved themfelves 
with great Valour and Fidelity, till they were not able to hold out any longer 
overpowered by hunger. Whereupon Touangus, who had not his fellow amongfi: 
the Cbincfes for civility and a paffionate aflfe$ion to his Sub je&s, went to the walls, 
and entreated the Tartar General upon his knees, that if he would forgive the 
City and Inhabitants, he fhould do with him what he would } for he would wil- 
lingly offer up himfelf a Sacrifice for his Subje£ls fafety. Which faid, he forth- 
with delivered himfelf freely over to the Tartars , who by that means became Ma- 
tters of the City yet inraged by their refifiance, they neither had compaflion on 
the Souldiers nor Inhabitants, but put all to the Sword as could not fave themfelves 
by flight. 

After this the fame Enemy took the City of Hangcheu , without doing any pre- 
judice to the Inhabitants: And from thence, by the help of Boats paffing the River 
Cienthang , they came before Xaoking , the moft compleat and uniform City of all 
China *, which prefently fubmitted to their Arms without making the leaft refin- 
ance : And without doubt they had taken all the other Southern Cities without 
any oppofition, had they not fet forth an Edi&, thereby commanding every Perfon 
to cut his Hair after the Tartar fafhion ; upon the firft hearing of which, the Chi- 
nefe Commanders and Inhabitants, who have as much love for their Hair as their 
Country, began to fly to their Arms, with a refolution to fight for their Hair j 
which they did with fuch Valour and Courage, that they beat the Tartars out 
of the City of Xaoking , inforcing them to fly over the River with the lofs of ma- 
ny of their Men : And doubtlefs if at this time they had purfued, they might 
have regained thofe places they had loft i but being fatisfied in their minds that 
they had thus preferved their Hair, they ceafed to purfue their Vi&ory, only 
making refifiance on the South fide of the River, where they fo fortified them- 
felves 
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felves with railing of Bulwarks and Forts, that the Tartar continued quiet a 
whole year, without attempting any thing confiderable. 1 

The People having unfortunately loft their faithful and too zealoufly Iovirig 
Prince Lonangns, endeavoured to make another Head over them, and to create 
one Ln (of the Family of Taiminga) Emperour ; but he likewife refufed the 
Imperial Title, only taking upon him that of Reftorer of the Kingdom. 

The Tartars finding their Armies much weakned by the great numbers of men 
they had loft in feveral Battels, fo that they were not in a condition to execute 
any thing confiderable,fent for frefh men from Peking to re-inforce their Troops 
wherewith they endeavoured to pafs the River Cienthang ; bur notwithftanding 
all the force and policy they could ufe, they were not able to efteft it. And thus 
the Cbinefes began by degrees to recover their loft Country, which undoubtedly 
had very proiperoufly fuccecded, if an unfortunate accident had not hapned in 
the mean time, which prevented it, as is hereafter declared. 

The Souldiery and Covernours of the Province of Fokjen, that were fled out 
of Chekiang , had with them one of the Race of Taiminga , whom they proclaim- 
ed Emperour in the fame Province, which borders upon that of Chekiang . This 
Prince being of a lofty and ambitious nature, and not able to keep himfelf with- 
in bounds, fent fomc to perfwade the petty King Lh to renounce his Sovereign- 
ty, and lay down his Government, and quit the Title of Reftorer of the King* 
doin', alledging that he had but few Cities, and was not fo near allied to the 
former Emperour as himfelf. Lh argued on the other hand, that he had the Pri- 
ority of Title by the Eleftion and Submiflion of the Subje&s, and his Conquefts 
fufficicntly (hewed the Love he bore, and the Service he had done his Country. 
The Tartars were not a little overjoyed at thefe divifions, which gave them an 
opportunity to work their ends, by reducing the whole Empire under their Pow- 
er } for it was impofiible to reconcile the differences of the two new Kings, fo 
as they might join their Forces againft the Tartar, each of them ftill endeavour- 
ing what he could the ruine of the other. And in regard Lh had but eight Ci- 
ties under his Command, which were not able to maintain an Army fufficienrto 
grapple with the Tartar , he only ftood upon the defenfive part, and never durft 
venture over the River ; the Tartars in the mean time labouring with their 
utmoft endeavour to get over the River, but with Ships they durft not at- 
tempt , underftanding very well that Lh had fufficient to oppofe ; not- 
withftanding which, Fortune too much favouring the Tartars in their under- 
taking, on this year it hapned to be a very hor and dry Summer, fo that the 
River on the South-fidc was thereby grown (hallow, of which they by the infor- 
mation of fome Treacherous Cbinefes , having by intelligence found out a forda- * 
ble place for their Horfe, whereof a few only being got over, gave prefcntly 
fudden Alarm to the Countrey, that the Inhabitants thereof fled and left all to 
fave their lives : Lh himfelf was fo furprized at the news, that he abandoned 

the City Xaokin£, and fled into the Ifiand Cbeuxan, fituated over againft Ningpv , 
the ninth chief City of the Province of Cbekjang, where he lived feveral 
years after. 

This Ifiand, never. Inhabited before but by a company of Poor Fifliermen 
and Pcafants, is now, through the concourfe of the Cbinefes fled thither to aid this 
Lh, as the Protc&or of their Hair, grown to be fo great and powerful a King- 
dom, that there was reckoned in the fame feventy two Cities. The Cbinefes and 
their Protestor being thus fled, the Tartars Conquered all the reft of the Cities 
of the Province without meeting any oppofition, only the City of Kinboa , where- 
of th eTutang was Governour, did withftand for fome months their Vi&orious 
Arms for the Governour was refolved to quit himfelf with Courage for the 
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honour of his Countrey } but notwithftanding ail his V alour and Refolution, at 
laft the Tartars having planted feme great Guns before the City, they made a 
large breach in the Walls, at which they entered , and put all to Fire and 
Sword, infomuch that they left nor one houfe ftanding. The Govcrnour himfelf 
to prevent falling into the hands of the Enemy, caufed himfelf and his Family to 
be blown up with Powder in his Palace. 

One of the fame three Armies was already upon its march, in order to thefub- 
duing the Province of .Fobjen, but was in no fmall trouble where to begin the 
fame to their own leaft prejudice, in regard of the hinderance given to them by 
the fteep Hills and Mountains which lye at the entrance into this Province ; for 
between Fokjen and the Provinces of Qnantnng, Kiangfi and Chekjang, lyes a row 
of inacceffiblc Rocks and Mountains, which divide it from the other three, and to 
get over the fame is not only a troublefome, but tedious journey of three days j 
fo that it would have been a very eafie matter for the Chine fes to have hindered, 
at lcaft,if not flopped the Tartars in their March through thefe Mountains, if they 
had guarded the fame but with a few Peafants i but they were fo frighted and 
amazed at rhe coming of the Tartars, that they fled out ot the Mountains upon 
their firft approach, fo that at laft, though with infinite trouble, they got over 
them into Fojfcen, which they fubdued in a (hort time and for that the Inhabi- 
tants made litrle or no opposition, the Tartars were favourable unto them. This 
done, and having re-inforced their Army, they marched to the Province o {Qnan- 
tnng through thofeof Hnqnangand Kiangfi ; whither being come and attacque- 
ing he chit t City thereof, they foon laid it wholly wafte, becaufe it had made 
fome opposition againft them. Moved by the terrour of wffiofe example, the 
reft of the Cities not daring to ftand it out, fubmitred at firft Summons. Thefe 
Provinces thus brought under, an Army wasfentfor Peking , with orders to fettle 
in each City a ftrong Garrifon, and Magiftrates over both Civil and Military 
Afl'airs, in the name of the Tartar Emperour. 

But there are fome that give another reafon how it came to pafs that the TV- 
tars hapned to mafter the Province of Fokjen with fo little trouble. 

About this time there appeared a famous Pirate, a Native of Fokjen , by name 
Chinchilnng , but Foreigners call him Iquon this perfon in his youth well known 
to the Hollanders and Spaniards , being but of mean extraftion, ferved the For- 
luguefes firft of all in Maccao, in the quality of a Servant, and afterwards theHa/- 
landers in the Ifland of Fortnofa ; but being of an afpi ing and ambitious mind, 
could not brook to live under fo much fubjetftion } wherefore retiring from them 
by fpecious pretences, he drew in a great many Innocent Creatures to take part 
with him, by whofe help and with a few Ships he had made fhift to get together, 
he turned Pirate in which way afrer a while having made fome confiderable 
gain, heencreafed very much in Sl ipping, at laft growing fo ftrong therein, that 
he far exceeded the Chineje Emperour both in Naval Forces and Wealth } for 
he drew the whole Trade of India to himfelf, Trafficking with the Spaniard up- 
on the Philippine I (lands, with the Hollanders upon Formofa, and in New Bata - 
t via y and with the Portuguefes in Maccao. He drove likewife a very great Trade 
with thole of 7 pan, ami other Kingdoms and Iflanders fituated in the great In- 
dian Sea } lo that in truth he a'one was able to export by his Power, Men, and 
Ships, the Chineje Commodities out of China , and to import back into the fame 
the Commodities of Europe : Whereof the Emperour taking notice after a long 
War that had been between them, at length a Peace was concluded, by which in 
a final 1 time he grew io very potent in Shipping, that he was able tofet forth a 
Fleet of three thotifand Ships. 

And now luccefs imping the wings of this Pirates ambitious thoughts, he was not 
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contented with this Petty Greatncfs, but afpired at tl.e Crown • TT 

knew .< : would be impoffible for him to eftifi any thing Co lon* "wof t L' 
Race of Tatmtnga was remaining (for neither the Commonalrv^nr ^M- 

fhetred any rclpefl towardshim) heconceived fome hopes t’hatwithrh h 

the Tartars , t would not be hard for him to extirpate fha’t Family a , Hf P ,° f 
the way eafie to his own advancement : Wherefore he refolvpd 
of Venue (and by that delufion to draw the greater number to fofiow him °to 
march againft the Tartar as thecommon Enemy. And undoubtedly had nof thfe 
Treafon been bre-leen, under that pretence all the Chinefcs would have Coined 
with him, and looked upon him as the Reftorer of their Countrev * 

But notwithftanding this fair pretext, in the mean time he comrafts under- 
hand a Confederacy with the Tartars, promifing to give them the beft iVn 
he was able, as indeed it doesappear he did by the Sequel of rhe A ^ % ftan , c . e 
T-raytor l q nan when the Tartars fell into Fokjen, was made by UngL 
ral of his whole Army ; by which means having gotten the power in his hands 
he fuftered the Tartars, unrefifted ,to come into the fame ; fo That it is no wonder 
why the Tartars afterwards conferred upon him the Roval , a 

him the Ticl e of King Pingnan, which fignifics, One that flics the IvkinfZc 
Yet notwithftandmg this fervicc by him done to them, they did but temporize to 
lu'l him into fecurity, for they were jealous of his great force by Sea, and itmay 
be fufpe&cd hkewife what he was brewing in his mind, that he afpired to the 
Diadem Now true and moft certain it is, although the Tartars knew this 
very well yet never durft they ad ought againft him with force, but always 
Courted him, and made him believe that they would give him the Government of 
the Provinces of Fak.cn and Quantnng. T V tan finding himfelf in fuch high 
efteem among the Tartars doubted not at all but that he Ihould at Ieaft keep the 
Government of the Southern Provinces : But lee the inconftancy of humane 

Affairs, for he was very much deceived in h,s expeaation, and clearly out-witted; 
for when the Tartar V,ce-Roy of the Province of Fak.cn had refolved to go for 
i ckjn^ ,t is a cuftom for all the Commanders to come and take leave of him, and 
to wilhhima good journey ; according to which T/non who fiifpeSedno mif- 
chief towards him, concluded in himfelf to do the like honour to this Petty King- 
And thereupon depariing from his Fleet, which he left in the Harbour of the chief 
City of Fothen he went thither and joined with the Company to conduit the 
King a part of his way ; but when he came to take leave, the King earncfily de- 
fied him tobcarhim company quite through to Peking, promifing him to do him 
great honour upon his arrival there, for fuch his favour. I./non now too late be- 
gan to grow jealous, .endeavouring by all the moft plaufible allegations imaeina- 
ble to excufe himfelf, but the King would admit of no denial. And thus this fa- 
mous Pirate was eafily taken in a Net, who was not to be medled with or over- 
come by Arms; for he was no fooner brought to Felling, but he was caft into 
Prifon, where he lay foine time in Captivity, and afterwards not publickly execu- 
ted, but made away with Poifon. His Son and Brothers when they heard of his 
Imp; ifonment, quickly went aboard their Fleet, wherewith fince that time they 
have done very great damage, and Hill continue their Pyracies to this day. 

In this Interim the other Army, which was got through the Inland Quarters in- 
to Quantnng , was from thence upon their March for the Province of Quangfi , 
to reduce the fame Jikcwife under their Power. But iri this Undertaking, their 
Forces Were often worflcd by the CbincJ~cSy who made the greatest oppoiition, 
where the leaft of all was dreamt of. 

At that time was one Kbin Thomas, (who was baptized by the Jefuites,and had 
embraced the Chriftian Religion) Vice-roy of the fame Province, and one Ching 
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Lucks was General over the Militia : Thefe two Warriours and valiant Com- 
mander, having gotten together a very great Army, fell fo furioufly upon the 
Tartars, that they not only drove them out of the Field, but alio re-tookluch 

places as they had won toward the Weft. 

Prosperity leaning thus to begin to fmile, thefe Valiant Chimfes willing to 
(hew they were not ambitious, made one Jungliens Emperour, one of the Family 
of Laiffliuga, bring a Grand-child of the Emperour Vanlieus : He kept his Court 
at fir ft \t\Queilin , the principal chief City of the Province of Qjtangfi , hoping 
thereby to draw other Chine fes to take up Arms againft the Tartar : But foon af- 
ter he went and removed his Court to the famous City of Chatting in the Pro- 
vince of Quantnng , where continuing he got the better of the Tartars in feveral 
Battels. But the ill Fate of the Empire diverted his good fortune, fo that he 
did nqt continue fuccefsful any longtime, but was quickly overcome and driven 
out of Quangfi and Quantnng , and from thence conftrained to fly to the Fron- 
tiers of Tungking. r • ' 

No fooner was the Vice-roy of Folflen upon his Journey to Pehjng with Iqnon , 

but it leaned as if the People of that Province and Qnangfi had taken frefh Cou- 
rage, there hapning a very great and fudden alteration in the Tartar Affairs *, for 
one Van gits a Prieft, "who had formerly been a Commander in the Army, fet the 
whole Country in an uproar, and having raifed a great number of Men, and mo- 
delled them into an Army, he went and took the City of Kienning with feveral 
other places, and put all the Tartars therein to the Sword j which good fuccefs 
immediately caufed iuch Chinefes as had formerly fled into the Mountains for 
fafety, to come down and join with him, to help to recover their Country. 
At the fame time one Changus by name, and a Tartar born, being Vice-roy of 
two Provinces, had the Command likewife of the Province of Chekiang j who 
hearing of the Infurre&ion in Fokjen, marched immediately thither with his Ar- 
my, and finding no oppofition at the mouth of the Mountains, where he fup- 
pofed the Chinefes would have block’d up his paffage, which a few Forces would 
cafily have done, he cries out with a loud voice, The day is my own, and the 
RMs are fled. So marching over the Mountains without any oppofition, he 
lays Siege immediately to the City Kienning , into which the Prieft Vangus 
was retreated with moftof his Army. The City endured a long Siege for feve- 
ral months, and was of luch ftrength that it could not be taken by Storm, which 
had been often attempted by the Befiegers, to their great damage and lols of 
Men } wherefore at laft they refolved to get it by Famine, rather then lofe any 
more Men by Storming, whereby he had already very much weakned his Army ; 
but that being recruited with frefh Men from Peking , and having made a very 
confide table breach in the Wall by their Ordnance, they refolved to ftorm it 
once more, and the fuccefs anfwered their defire j for the Commanders within 
the Place being divided among themfelves, there was not fuch care taken as 
ought to have been for the refifting the Aflault, by which means the Befiegers 
getting in at the Breach, immediately cut out their way and put all to the Sword, 
neither Man, Woman, nor Child excepted, fo that (dirttm diStu) there were 
kill’d in and before this City above 300000 People, and the City it felf after- 
wards totally deftroyed, and not one ftone left ftanding upon another. After 
the dreadful definition of this City, the whole Province of Fokjen fubmitted 
to their Power, and for the future none but Tartars were made Commanders 
over t lie Militia, and Governours of Cities : But notwithftanding all this great 
and prudent forefight which was ufed, the Tartars were not able to keep all 
quiet } lor it hapned that the Governour of the Province of Kiangft , named Ki- 
wis, revolted and found new work for their Arms \ the occafion whereof is 
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laid to be upon fome difference which hapned between Kitms and the other 
who fupervifed the civil Affairs of the fame Province ; the manner thus : They 
being invited to an Entertainment where a Play was A£ted , during the Meal, as 
thecuftomis in China, and the Players being Dreft i nChinefe Habits, and not 
after the fa fhion of the Tartar/ * if inns (who was born in the Province of Leao- 
imig-> where they very much refemble the Tartar s in Cuftoms and Manners, and 
therefore put a very great confidence in the Inhabitants) minding the fame, laid 
to the other Governour, Does not this Habit (how much better then the Tartar 
Fajhion ? The other anfwering nothing at prefent, yet thought himfelf obliged 
in duty to acquaint the Empcrour by Letter of this faying; for he fancyedthat 
by thefe words Kinns was defigning fome novelty in his head, to the difturbance 
of the Publick Peace, and imagining he bore the greateft affe&ion to thofe whofe 
Habit he chiefly commended. Kinns , who wanted neither Courage nor Inge- 

nuity, had bribed the Secretary of the other Governour, by whom he was in- 
formed from time to time of all was writ to the Emperour againft him ; and be- 
ing fatisfied with the Contents of the Letter, he went immediately with a Com- 
pany ofSouldiers into the other Governours Court, and there unexpe&edly kill’d 
him on a fudden. 

Having done this, he falls off from the Tartars , with the whole Province of 
Kiangft , and declares for th cChinefe Eipperour Junglieus ) at which the Inhabi- 
tants were not a little over-joyed ; only the City Cancheu which was comman- 
ded and governed by a very faithful Cartar , was not to be brought over to 
countenance the Revolt, which hapned very well for the Tartar ; for the Hand- 
ing out of this (ingle place alone was of fuch conlequence, that the Tartars (as I 
(hall relate hereafter) did vi&orioufly recover the whole Province of Kiangft and 
Quantung, and brought them once more under fubje£ffon. 

The General of the Militia in the Province of Quantnng , called Licnng%nfy 
was likewife at the fame time revolted from the Tartars , and had delivered up 
that part of the Countrey to the Emperour Jnnglieus , whom alfo the Southern 
Parts owned for the Emperour of China. And for the better profecutron of the 
defign againft the Tartars , the General Licung^tts endeavoured to join his Forces 
with thofe of Kinns , to fall both together at one and the fame time upon them, 
and drive them out of the Kingdom ; which undoubtedly had taken eflre& ac- 
cordingly, had not the refiftance of the Governour of the City of Canchen hin- 
dered them : For the fame Governour was no fooner informed that Licnng’x.ns 
was likewife revolted againft the Tartar , and upon his March with his Army , 
but he fends to him this Deceitful and Politick Letter. 

Till now l would never fubmit to Kiinus, becaufe I could never believe that he 
would be able to withftand the forces of the Tartars : But feeing that you, tnoft Va- 
liant Prince , alfo turn your Arms againft him , I cannot conceive what Safety and 
Prated ion I can henceforward expeSl from him ; therefore I hold my felf obliged to 
follow your Standard , and you frail no fooner appear with yonr Forces before this 
City , but l will deliver it up into your hands. 

After that the Governour haddifpatched away an Exprefs with this Letter, he 
fent another to the General of the Tartars , who lay with his Forces in the next 
Province to Fofyen, to aflifthim with what ftrengrh he could well fpare ; which 

were fent, and by him conveyed into the City by night, fo that no notice could 

be taken of his defign. L icung^ns in the mean while, not fufpefling any T rea- 
ches intended againft him, boldly, but care Jefly, went up to the City, and finds the 
Gates thereof Handing open, fo that without delay he entered, and immediately 
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found himfelf afiaulted on all (ides by the Tartars , who lay in Ambufcade wait- 
ing for his coming, and was forced to retreat with great lofs ; Licungxus himfelf, 
as is fuppofed, being kill’d in the Fight, becaufe he was never heard of after- 
wards. 

This Defeat brought the Affairs of the Emperour Jungliens into great difor- 
der and confufion, yetneverthelefs Kimis won afterwards feveral Battels for him 
againft the Tartars j and when he heard of the Defeat of Licung’z.tts , went himfelf 
and beleaguer’d the City of Cancheu , but he had not continued the Siege many 
davs, before there was advice brought him of a new Army of Tartars fent from 
Peking to reduce the Province of K iangfi ; infomuch that Kimis fearing to fall 
into a Noofe, broke up his Siege, and Marched toward the Northern parts of K U 
angfi , to defend and preferve the fame from being overcome by the Tartars . At 
firft indeed he fought with good fuccefs, but at laft finding himfelf over-pow- 
ered, he retreated for fafety to the chief City of Nan ebang \ which having fuffered 
all the miferies of a tedious Siege, was at laft taken, but Kinns efcaped alive out 
of it, and got to the Mountains, as has been already related at large. This City 
thus lubdoed, they were prefently Mafters of the whole Province, and put new 
Garrilonsinto moft of the Citiesand Places of Concern, and fo marched back 
with their Army in triumph for Peking. 

While thefe Tranfa&ions w'ere on foot, very great preparations for War had 
been making in Peking, fo that three new Armies were railed to reduce the Pro- 
vince of Qnantung, and others which ftill held for and took part with Jnnglieus. 
Whereupon the Guardian and Uncle of the Great Cbam of Tartary , called Xun- 
cbiy who ftill Reigns in China , the better to reduce the Southern Provinces into 
fubjeftion, and retffifie their diforder , he refolved to appoint fome Vice-Roys 
over thofe Provinces, who being Tartars by Nation fliouldhave abfolute power, 
only with obligation to pay Tribute yearly to the Emperour. This Counfel 
was immediately put in execution, and in the year 164.9. ( when the Province of 
Kiangfi was full of uproar) three Vice-Roys were fent with three Armies, which 
confifted for the moft part of Tartars, from Pekjng > the one was made Vice-Roy 
of Fukien, the other ,of Quantung , and the third of Quangji , with exprefs order 
to endeavour jointly the fubduing, reducing, and total Conquering of Quan- 
tung, and to drive the Emperour Jungliens out of the whole Empire. 

Hitherto we have only lpoken of what hapned in the Southern Provinces con- 
cerning the Chine fes Revolts ; we fhall now proceed to give an account how Af- 
fairs went in the Northern Provinces ; by which it will appear with how much 
zeal the Chinefes were concerned for their Liberties and the Welfare of their 
Country , for the Commanders in chief over the Northern Provinces, as well 
thofe that had the Power over the Civil as Military Affairs, plotted together 
which way they ffiould drive out the Tartars : Whereupon they raifed as many 
Forces as they could privately, and chofe one Hons to be their General ; who 
coming to the Army which he found to confift of about 25000 Men, therewith 
he came marching from among the Mountains into the plain Country } where- 
ll ,?? n man y ^ )C Natives perceiving his ftrength, came in to him, and feveral 
Cities let open their Gates and received him and his Army, only Xigan , the fir ft 
chief City of Xenfi , withftood him, being in truth compelled thereto, having a 
ftrong Garrifon of Tartars within it ; befidcs, the Governour thereof having ob- 
ierved that the Chinefes made norefiftance, but rather freely fubmitted to him, 
and fearing left the Citizens might carry on fome private dtfign againft him, 
refolved to put to death all the Chinefes within the City i which he had undoubt- 
edly putin execution, had he not been difl waded from it by one of the Vice- 
Ro\s : yet f'tirll jealous ol them, and willing to prevent any confpiracy by them, 

he 
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he forbad upon pain of death that any more then two Cbinefes niouMamvcrfe" 
together at a time, that none of them flioald walk the ftreets in the night nor 
keep any Arms in their Houfes. 

Not yet fatisfied with all this care, but to be throughly informed of the Forces 
of Hons , he fends out Spies to bring him intelligence of the Enemies ftrength 
and pofture > at Jaft Hohs comes with his Army, which now encreafed with the 
conflux of Countrey- people that flickered themfelves there, amounted at leaft 
to the number of 300000. Befieged Xigan, which is at leafl three miles in com- 
pafs. When the Tartar Governour of the City faw from the Walls fuch a vaft 
number of Men, he flood amazed, as fuppofing they had been all Souldiers, 
which cau fed him again to pafsa fecond cruel refolution, to make away all the 
Chinefe Inhabitants within the City, to prevent any corrcfpondence between 
them and Hons \ but finding that thofe that lerved him, and were fent out to 
fight, behaved themfelves faithfully and valiantly, he forbore to execute fuch a 
barbarous Rcfolve. In the mean time Hons perceiving that no Attempt he could 
make would prevail againfl the City, broke up the Siege i being the rather in- 
duced thereto, having received intelligence that a ftrong Army was upon their 
March for relief of the City : Wherefore Hons endeavoured to fave himfelf by 
a timely flight, but the Tartar Horfe overtook the Rere of his Army, and kill’d 
a great number of them : What became of Hons himfelf was never known, in 
regard he never after appeared publiekly ; and indeed it is more then probable 
that he was either kill’d in the Fight, or ended his days in the Mountains. And 
thus the Cbinefes efle£fed as little by their Infurre&ions and Plottings againfl the 
Tartar in the Northern Provinces, as they had done in the Southern i for there 
followed nothing upon it, but a total deftru&ion of their Cities, and the ruine 
both of the People and Country, drawn upon themfelves, and with the greateft 
feverity executed in revenge of their Revolt. , 

The Tartars having thus fuccesfully pacified all thefe Troubles and Commoti- 
ons, could not yet be at peace, but fell again into other as great dangers and 
difficulties as the former, which they brought upon themfelves by their own pride 
and wantonnefs j for in the Year 1649. the young Imperial Cbam Xuncbius ha- 
ving attained the Age of 12 years, was defired by his Uncle to take to Wife the 
Daughter of the King of IT eft 1 artary , otherwife caf led the Kingdom of Tattijit j 
which Alliance would not only ftrengthen him, but alfo would be a means to 
eftablifh him in his 1 krone. To that end one of his Uncles was fent in Embaffie 
to the fame King , who to make the greater hafle of his Journey, pafled through 
Taitnng , the third chief City, and called the Key of the Province of Xanfi ; for 
it is a very ftrong place, and ferves as a Bulwark and Defence againfl the Invafions 
of thofe Wcftern Tartars into China j moreover it is reported famous of all others 
for beautiful Women which live there. The Tartars who accompanied the 
Uncle of the Emperour upon his Enibaflie, in their paflage there, ravifhed and 
took away fomc of thefe Women , and amongft the reft a Bride of great 
Quality, as (lie was , carried by chance through the ftreet to the ho 11 fc of her 
Bridegroom : A thing that t3 held very abominable among the Inhabitants of 
Taimngi At this time was one Kiangns , a Commander in the Army, Governour 
of that Province for the Tartars to whom the Friends and Relations of the 
Virgin that was tarried away by force, came and complained with tears in their 
eyes : Kiangns who took compaflion of them, in regard pf the Injuftice and 
Viliany of the Facl, lent immediately one of his Attendants to the Viceroy Fa - 
nang, with requeft that he would be pleafed to give Order that the ravifhed 
Bride might be reftored to her Bridegroom, for that he was grown diftra&ed 
upon her lofs i defiring alfo that care might be taken to prevent the like abules 
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for the future. But the Vice-Roy gave no heed to this requeft of the Gover- 
nour , but fuffered the Tartars to go away with the rape unqueftioned ; which 
Kiangns took fo to heart, that he went to the Vice-Roy himfelf in Perfon, who 
not only refufed to give him Audience upon it, but commanded him to be put 
’out of his Court. 

Kiangns boiling with revenge at this uncivil carriage of the Vice-Roy towards 
him, fwore that he would never ferve thofe that countenanced fuch abomina- 
ble Aciions ; and not long after having drawn his Forces together, he came with 
them and fell upon Panang in his Court, killing the greateft part of his Follow- 
ers ; but Panang laved himfelf by letting himfelf down with a Rope over the 
Walls, and fo efcapcd with his life. Kiangns hereupon knowing that what he 
bad done, was a fufficient caufe to make him lofe his head, if he fell into the 
hands of the Tartars , fets up his Standard, and promifes to fubmit himfelf to the 
Cbinefe Emperour, but names none in particular, for he knew not that Jungli- 
ms was eleded to that dignity, being at fo great a diftance from him. He likewife 
ufesall endeavours to draw the Cbinefes to take part with him, and to Rand up 
for the regaining the liberties of their Country, which by the unheard of oppreffi- 
ons of the Tartars they had loft. Several Commanders and Officers hearing of 
this, came and joined with him, fo that by this revolt of Kiangns new troubles 
werearilenintheEmperours Court at Peking, and the more in regard the We- 
ftern Tartars favoured him* who were able to bring more Men into the Field 
then the Eaftern, efpecially Horfe, of which they have great plenty, whereas 
there are but few in the other. 

Now to nipthefe rifings in the bud, which were made by the means of Kiatt - 
a very great Army was forthwith raifed in Pekjng^nd fent againft him. Ki- 
angns who was no lefs Wife then Valiant, and very well underftood the humours 
of the Tartars , having converfed many years with them , at firft feemed as if he 
were afraid to ftay the coming of the Enemy, for he fled with his Forces; but 
this was done only out of Policy to draw them to purfue after him, having by the 
way laid an Ambulcade for them, which took good efle£i, the Tartars being 
thereby fet upon and Defeated ; and after they had rallied , were beaten in 
open Field the fecor.d time, ^he news of this double Defeat being brought 
• occ: nr r' again* f ew Troliblcs in the Court, efpecially when they 

iv-a.‘.'dthat >i • Army conftfted of above 100000 Horfe-men and 400000 

F^of&of which great multitude there is no wonder, for every perfon was glad at 
In : eh, anc . x .... ioliow him as the Redeemer of their Countrey from the 
'i cy^'Y tflaV-'TV 

’ >ow the Emperours Uncle underftood with how great fuccefs this Ki- 
angns proceeded, he refolved to march himfelf with all the Forces the Empire 
was able to make againft him, for he durft not truft any with a Concern upon 

hich depended the welfare of the whole State. He therefore caufcs the eight 
Standards, under whom march all the whole lartar Militia, to be made ready 
for the War: The fir ft, commanded only by the Emperour himfelf, is 

White, the fecond Red, the third Yellow; over the three laft the Emperours 
Uncle had the command, and each Souldier knows to what Standard he be- 
longs , the other four are of mixt Colours. Now when any Commander is 
ordered to March, fuch is theftri$nefsand order of their Difcipline, that he can 
Cc'.w nis Men together in half an hours time by the found of a Horn ; for accor- 
ding to the different found thereof, every Souldier knows whither his Standard is 
to be drawn out into the Field, and fo fits himfelf accordingly. 

f iiC Emperours Uncle therefore to lofe no time, draws forth the choiceft 
Men that belonged to thefe eight Standards, wherewith he Marches againft Ki- 
angus 
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angns to chaftife him for his Revolt, and by the way ftrengthens himfelf with the 
addition of feveral more Forces, which he had from the Southern Provinces ; and 
though he had a very great Army at his back, yet he avoided by all means fight- 
ing with Kiangns , who gave him occafion, and provoked him on purpofetodraw 
him to Battel; but the Tartar took a better courfe, fearing the uncertain event of 
War ina Battel, and knowing how to overcome his Enemy at a far cheaper rate, 
as being but ill furnifhed with Provifions*, he refolved to delay him fo long, till 
he fhould be compelled to leave the Field for want of Visuals and other necefla- 
ries; befide, another reafon thatcaufed him to be unwilling to give Battel was, 
becaufe hefirftdefired to receive an anfwer from the Weftern Tartar King, to 
whom he had fent an Embafiadour with very rich Prefents, and feveral hand- 
fome Women, with order alfo to demand his Daughter in Marriage for the Empc- 
rour his Nephew, and requeft him not to give any afliftance to Kiangns the Re- 
bel. And fo much operation had this Embafly upon the King of Tanya or Weft 
T art ary, that he returned immediately the Embafiadour with a fatisfa&ory an- 
fwer, and promife that he would continue from thence forward in Peace and 
Amity with the Great Cham . Kiangns having alfo fent thither for aid, but find- 
ing himfelf fruftrated in his Expc&ation and deferted, thought it moft advifable 
for him to make towards the City of Taitung ; into which he was no fooner en- 
tered, but the Tartar Forces were at his heels, and got to the very Gates ; and in 
the fpace of three days, with the help of the Peafants which were compelled to A Trenc h. 
come in, a deep Gracht of ten miles in circumference was drawn round about it ; 
Whereupon Kiangns finding himfelf thus penned up, and that no relief was to 
be expected, but he and his muft either be kill'd or ftarv’d, like a Valiant Com- 
mander he fpeaksto his Men after this manner. Ton fee Fellorv-Souldiers into 
what a jlraigbt roe are reduced , there being no hopes to efcape but by Fighting like 
~Men, the Sword on one ftcle, and Hunger on the other encompajftng ns ; let ns not fuf- 
fer our [elves to Perijlj with Hunger , but rather with our Swords in our hands dearly 
fell them our lives , or with their hazard) cut the way to our fafety through our Ene- 
mies Car cafes , I for my part will dye with my Zable in my hand . He had no foon- 
er ended his Speech, but he and all his Forces make a Sally out into the Gracht, 
where both fides fought for a while with equal Courage, till K iangus unhappily 
{truck with a Dart, fell down dead , at the very fight whereof the Chinefes de- 
fpairing of making their way through the Enemy, tome flung down their Arms 
and called for Quarter, others betook themfelves to Flight ; fuch as fubmitted 
freely to the Tartars , had their lives fpared, for they now thought they had done 
enough in overcoming fo great and dreaded an Enemy, whole power would 
have endangered the lols of the whole Empire. After they had cleaied the 
Field, and totally routed and deftroved the Chinefe Army, they Marched into the 
City Taitung whofe Plunder was given to the Various Souldiers : And not 
long after the General having firft taken care for the fetling of good Garrifons 
in all places, Marched back in Triumph to Peking, where he was received with 
great joy. 

And now having thus fubdued the Rebels, and made all things to become 
peaceable and quiet, he bends till his thoughts to accomplifh the match between 
the Emperour his Nephew, and the Daughter of the King of IVeft-T artary, and 
for that end he takes a journey thither in Pcrfon, where through his cralty beha- 
viour, he at Iaft obtained his Vuit,and alfo licenfe for the Exportation ot a great 
number of Horfes. The Weddingwas kept in very great State, lor the tartar 
Kings maintain in Marriage the fame Cuftoms with thofe of Europe , tor they 
Inter-marry only with the Daughters of the higheft quality , wheicas t it stneje 
Emperours were wont to chufe only for Beauty, making no difference etween 
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a Pcrion ofQuality and of mean Extratfion ; for if the Face do but pleafe them, 
thcv mind not the Quality : As a Teftimony whereof, moft true it is that the 
Father of the laft Cbinefe Emprefs maintained himfelf by making Shoes of ftraw. 

But to return again to the three Vice-roys, who were made by the Tartars 
Governours over the three Provinces, Fohjen , Quantung , and Quangfi , and fent 
with three Armies to reduce guantung, drive out the Emperour Junglieus , and 
pacific the Diforders in the Southern Provinces: They took their Journey 
through the Dominion of Xantung , where palling through a Country which the 
Tartar Emperour had given to fome Tartars (for the Native Chinefes , by rcafon 
of their Confpiracy, were all put to the Sword) to inhabit and cultivate the 
fame, they delired permiflion of the Vice-roys, that they might accompany them 
•upon the way, and run the fame danger with them *, for in truth thefe People 
ever had and have an averfion to Husbandry, and loved their Arms better then 
the Plough or Spade : But two of the Vice-roys refufed to have them with them 
without leave from the Emperour ; the third only, called Kengus , being of a 
high and lofty fpirit, gave them leave to follow after him ; fo they abandoned 
the Country, and turned their Spades and Ploughs into Bows and Arrows, fol- 
lowing their Country-men with great joy. As foon as the Emperour heard of 
it, he writes a Letter to Kengus , with exprefs Command to fend them back to 
their Husbandry •, but Kengus taking no notice thereof, fuffered his Country- 
men to continue their March with him : Whereof the Emperour having a fecond 
time notice, in a very great rage fends to the chief Tutang or Covernour of the 
Southern Provinces, who held his Court at Nanking , either to imprifon or kill 
Kengus. ' The Tutang forthwith obeys the Empcrours Order ; for after the three 
Vice-roys were arrived in Nanking, and had been nobly treated and received by 
the Tutang , he pulls out his Letter and Order, (hewing them to Kengus ; who 
knowing no cxcufe would be admitted, goes immediately and hangs himfelf 5 
however his Son, who accompanied his Father in the Wars, fucceeded I him in his 
Place, by Order of the Emperour. After this the two Vice-roys travelfd through 
the Pro vinces of Xantung , Kiangfi and Nanking , at lafi arriving at gwantnng, with 
an intention, according to their Commiffion, to reduce that Province, and to 
force Junglieus to flye thence. And truly, no fooner was the report of the com- 
ing of thefe three Armies fpred through the Countries, but moft Places fub- 
mitted freely to them; only the chief City of Canton or guancbcu endured a 
long and hard Siege, and made great and valiant oppofition, yet was at laft 
taken by Treachery in the Year 16 ^ 0 . all the Inhabitants being put to the 
Sword, and the City ruined and fpoiled to the very ground. 

After the taking of Canton , all the adjacent Cities and Places fent Embafladours 
to the Vice-roys with promiles to fubtnit, if they might have their Lives faved ; 
which was freely granted to them. Then the Vice-roy marched with his Army 
to the City Chaoking , where the Emperour Junglieus kept his Court at that time; 
who hearing of his coming, durft not ft ay for him, but left the City and Pro- 
vince, and fled to that of the Dominion of Gtuangfr, but being narrowly andclofe- 
ly purfued, he was neceflicated to betake himfelf to the Confines of the King- 
dom of Tungkjng , where what became of him is not fince that time certainly 
known. 

In the Year 1651. dyed the faithful Uncle of the Tartar Emperour, not with- 
out the general grief and lamentation of all People for he was a Prince of great 
Valour, Prudence and Experience, and to whofe happy Condud the Conqueft of 
China is chiefly to be attributed : Not only the Tartars but the Chinefes them- 

felvcs loved and feared him, for his Undcrftanding in Martial Affairs, and his 
otherwife civil Comportment and Integrity. And as good Men always dye 





the Empire of C h i n a. 




too foon, To was he hardly cold but great divifions hapned in the Court, by 
means of one of the Emperours Brothers called Quintus , who would take upon 
him the Guardianflfip and Direction of the Young Emperour, again/} the wills 
and minds of all the reft, who were of opinion and propofed that now the Em- 
perour Xunchius was come to the age of 1 6 years, he Ihould take upon himfelf 
the Management of all Affairs of the State ; but ambitious Quintus alledged that 
the Emperour was not yet of an age capable to take upon him the great and 
weighty Affairs of the Empire, and therefore inftftcd that the Direction and Ma- 
nagement of Affairs might be committed to him till the young Prince fhould at- 
tain his full age : But finding that he was generally oppofed by all the Grandees of 
the Court, and that it was impoflible for him to attain his ends, he at laft concur- 
red with the opinions of all the reft ; and the young Chant of Tartary is crowned 
and the whole weight of the Government unanimoufly caft upon his fhoulders*, 
which he managed with fuch judgment, that in a fhort time he gave fufficicnt proof 
of his abilities, and not only his defire but intention to do Juftice ; infomuch that 
when fome dangerous Counfels which his deceafed Uncle had in his life-time given, 
came to break out, he caufcd his dead body to be taken out of the Tomb, and to 
be moft fhamefully mifufed, and the Tomb to be broken in pieces: Nor ended he 
there } for thofe of the Friends and Relations of his Uncle, which were privy and 
confenting to the faid Counfel, were likewife handled with extreme feverity. 

Thus far have I fpent in fetting forth particularly, how and in what manner the 
Robber Licuttg%us firft conquered China y and after his expulfion, how the Tar - 
tar sat laft conquered the fame : Now you are to remember, that contemporary 
with Ltcung%us was another Thief called Changlianchus , the remaining Trans- 
actions of whofe Villany, whereof we have already in part made mention, I (hall 
now relate j and indeed when I call to mind the cruelties committed by this 
Monfter in a Mans fhape, I am as one deprived of his Senfes, for his aftions be- 
ing fuch, and fo filled with horrour, that none that hears of them, but will be 
filled with ftupefaCtion and amazement. 

This Robber Changlianchus Plundered and Ruined feveral Provinces, putting 
the Inhabitants to unfpcakable Tortures, to make them confcfs where they had 
hid their Wealth and Goods*, he was greatly delighted to pit out Peoples 
Eyes, and to fee Men dyeinMifery : His intention was really to have depopula- 
ted the whole Country of China , that fo being alone, there might be none left 
to oppofe him or be his Competitor : And although the Barbaroufnefs of his na- 
ture appeared every where and upon all occafions, yet did he give a proof of his 
cruelty in no place more then in the Province of Suchuen , where he took upon 
him the Royal Title, and put moft of the Inhabitants to death. He would fre- 
quently caufe a whole Family to be utterly deftroyed, if any one of them had 
not obeyed his orders according to his will and mind ; he abounded fo 
very much in Feral Barbarifm, that oftentimes if by chance any one of a ftreet 
had offended him, he would caufe all the Inhabitants refident within the fame to 
undergo the Fury of his Inhumane and Beftial rage. 

He was civil and kind to none but his Souldiers, with whom he would con- 
verfe and drink as if he had been but their Companion ; and many times would 
beftow great Prefents upon them if they had performed any thing well, and ac- 
cording to his mind *, yet on the other hand, for the leaft offence or negleft, he 
made nothing to put Multitudes of them to death. And which is yet more, 
this Bloody Caitiffs Butchery extended to the very Magiftrates, but in fpccial 
manner of the chief City Chingtn of the Province of Suchuen, fo that of fix hun- 
dred, in the ipace of three years there were hardly twenty left that efcaped with 

their lives j and it was to him as a Recreation to fee and caufe People to be Flay d 
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When thir^ioo^-thirfty^ryraTi^~endeavoured to take the chief City of the 
Province of XetiM which in regard of its ftrength is called the Key of Suchnen and 
Ken ft) he came in the year i * 45 * before it with a very great Army of at leaft 
180 thoufand Natives of the Province only, befidea vaft number of others out 
of feveral other Provinces. When the Siege had continued a long time, for 
the Inhabitants defended themfelves with wonderful Courage, there ran over to 
the Beficged at leaft forty thoufand Men out of his Camp, which troubled and 
provoked the Tyrant fo much, that he caufed the remainder of 180 thoufand 
Men of Sncbuen to be cruelly Maffacred, and Murthered by their other Fellow- 

Souldiers before his Face. • • 

When he heard that the Tartars m the year 1646. were fallen with their 
Forces into the Province of Xenfi, he found himfelf neceflitated, to prevent fuch 
an unquiet and troublefome Neighbour-hood, to March againft them *, but left 
the Inhabitants of Suchuen , to many of whom he had been fo cruel, fhould con- 
fpire againft him in his abfence, he caufed them all to be put to death, except 
fuch as live toward the North-eaft : Then he Marched firft to Chingtu , the prin- 

cipal chief City of the Province of Snchnen , and caufed all its Inhabitants both 
Rich and Poor, being above fix hundred thoufand in number, to be bound by 
his Souldiers, and afterwards miferably {lain ; by the effufion of whofe blood the . 
Chinefes write, that the water of the great River K iang, which runs before the 
City, was extraordinarily fwelled and raifed. T 1 he dead Bodies, that they might 
not Taint or Infcft the Air, were flung into the River, which being carried down 
with the ftream, foon brought this mournful news to the neighbouring Cities 
and places, what they were like to expeft, if they refift not the fiercenefs of that 
mercilefs Beaft ; which though they did with all their might, yet it was not long 
before the fame cruel ufage reached many other of the Cities in the fame. And 
after this manner was this Province, which formerly abounded with People, laid 
wafte and made defolate both of People and Habitations , thefe Villanies perpe- 
trated, and being now to march againft the Tartars^ he encourages his Souldiers to 
behave themfelves valiantly, for that he had Silver enough to reward fuch as did 
well 5 but in regard the Women (as he fuppofed) would be a trouble to them, 
not only upon the March, but in the Battel, he ordered to put them to death, 
therein fhewing them the way *, for of three hundred Beautiful Women which 
heufedfor his own Iuftful Pleafure, hereferved only twenty to wait upon his 
three Queens, all the other were Maffacred in view of the whole Army : where- 
upon the Souldiers did the like either by Shot or Swords, killing their Wives 
in a moft wretched manner. 

Having deftroyedall the Inhabitants of the Province, and no more Ie> t to ex- 
ercife his cruelty upon, he fell upon the Cities and Houfes, laying them wafte, 
and not leaving any one place ftanding wherefoever his ruining feet trod , nay, 
more to fhew his hatred to Pofterity, he caufed all the Trees to be fell d and cut 
down, that fo no body for the future fhould have any benefit by them after him ; 
fuch as were fick and not able to follow the Camp, he caufed likewife to be 
hanged up, to prevent them (as he fcoffingly faid ) from living or dying in pain 
and mifery. 

After all Barbarifm and Defolation made, this Enemy of mankind paffed with 
his Army into the Province of Xenfi , whither the General of the Tartars follow- 
ed him at the heels with an Army of 50000. Men, until the refidue of the whole 
Army could get up to him. When the news was brought him that the Tartars 
were in fight with a great Army, he laughed at thofe that reported fuch a Fable 
( as he thought itj not believing it poffible that fuch a thing could be, till 
fpringing out of his Tent himfelf, to make the difeovery, thelfirft objeft that 
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met his Eyes was the fight of five Tartars , who according to the cuftom of 
thofe People, were fent out before to difcover and demand whether he would 
have Peace or War; but inftead thereof they prefently fell upon him, and the 
hrlt Arrow that was fhot pierced him quite through the heart ; wherewith falling 
dead upon the place, it ftruck fo great a fear into all his Followers that 
they were foon overthrown. The news of this Vidory was quickly fprcad 
abroad, upon the report of which fuch Tartars as were left alive, had efcaped the 
bloody hands of the Traytor, in the Province of Snchucn, came out of their 
holes and cryed up the Vidors as their Deliverers ; and thus at length the Pro- 
vince of Sucbuen fell under the fubjedion of the Tartars , who putting Garrifons 
into the chiefeft places, marched back with their Army to the Imperial City of 
Y thing y where upon their Arrival the General of the Army, though he returned 
Vi&orious, yetfo flippery are the Rations of Great Men, that he was very un- 
worthily received by his Brother, who accufed him of negled in that he had not 
well performed his charge. The faithful General with this difgraceful affront, was 
put into fo violent a pafllon, as being confcious of his own merit, and knowing that 
he had deferved the greateft thanks imaginable for what he clone, that heflunct 
his Tartar Hat upon the ground, which is taken by them for a fign or token of 
great dif-refped ; and therefore (O bafe reward for Fidelity \) he was condemned 
to perpetual Imprifonment *, but this Valiant and Generous Spirit prevented it, 
by Hanging himfelf before-hand in his Palace. 

The Tartars having cleared the Kingdom of the two Great Robbers Licung - 
%us and Changlianchns , they immediately endeavoured by all fair means to 
fetle the Kingdom in Peace and quietnefs ; which they fliortly to their great fa- 
tisfa&ion and content brought to pafs, and now enjoy the fame at this time with- 
out any further difturbanec. 
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The 30. ot J„!y ,6^5. Soliciting a Licenfe of T rade in the Port of his Empire. 
Dedicated to ANTONIO DE CAMERA, Captain Genera! of the City 

ot the Name of Goa y with the Magiftrates thereof. 

Written by a Jeiuitc in thofe Parts. 

have I earne/iiy coveted ever iince my 
, arrival in China, and irequently have implored 
them from Heaven : The fir/} is Union and Concord 
among Chr.rtian Princes : The fecond is, That I might 
Live to fee your Native Countrey of Portugal Governed 
by a Natural King : The third, That I might alfo fee 
before my departure hence, thofe Countries which the 
Hollanders have Conquered from us, recovered out of 
... v ■ , . their Hands. From the Objef} of thefe my defires, it 

will be cafe to under Aand the Motive from whence they proceed, which is no 
othci then the removing of the Obfiacles, and make the way plain to the prefent 
maintenance and farther propagation of the Roman Catholick Faith. 

Thus in the year 1648. being newly delivered from that Prifon, famine, and 
other Calamines, which I endured within the Province of Siencbnen , under the 
Tyrant which there Rebelled j I came to the Port at Peking, and was there en- 
couhtred with the news of our new King, or rather our old King (for he cannot 
tcafe to be a King who continues fuch in his Subjetfs breafts, and was always 
one by Birth-right) like a new Sun riling in the Weft in Lisbone : which al- 
though it came to pafs, contrary to the Laws of Neighbour Kings, yet no ways 
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contramnt to the Laws of Nature. I fay, when I heard this News, they were fuch 
a ubilee to my Sou], and Joy of my Heart, and railed in me fuch hopes of fpread- 
fngth'e ChriftiL Religion, as I could then only feel within my felf and am not 
abk toexprefs j being moreover fatisfied that our new King, and h.s Glorious 
Atchievments in Brufil, did promife no lefs in thefe Oriental Countr.es -• may the 
Lord accomplifh thefe defires, and grant the happy end that my heart longs 

f °But that God might either {hew us our fins which have fo jullly deferred pu- 
nilhment or that he might manifeft the bowels of his mercy and finguhr provi- 
dence which he hath over his People, cfpecially m the Holy Catholick City of 
M accow, he hath permitted the Hollanders to become her Rivals in this Empire, 
and to Court it for their Eftablilhment, Alliance, and Commerce with it. This 
indeed did rebate the edge of out minds, and reduce your favour to more remifs 
degrees, though not wholly extinguift.it: Forfour of us Brethren of the Society 
of tefus then living at Court, refuming courage with blooming hopes, refolved 
to leave no mediant un-eflayed to overthrow thofe Hollander, defigns, and with 
all diligence and wgilancy to vacuate their undertakings. 

What fuccefs the Hollanders had in their fitft expedition to ponton many years 
oaft I have already written to your Lordflnps ; therefore I Ihallonly meddle 
with the fecond encounter, and by how much fiercer that was with an Enemy tur- 
nifhed with all the Habiliments of War, to wit, plenty of Gold and Silver, the moft 
prevailing Weapons for the Conquering of Countries and great ones ; and of a 
other Rarities adopted tofatisfie bothcovetoufnefs and cur.ofity,as the powerful- 
left Engines apainft fuch Souldiers. Byfo much was ourconfha more grievous and 
confequently the vifiory more glorious ; fo hath it many things worthy to be Pub- 
lifted? the Lord grant (for it hath ever been my faithful Petition to him, and may 
your Lordfliips make it yours, with your whole truft in hnn)that as your Lordfliips 
and my felfalfo at a great diflance have beheld with our eyes the hope of my le- 
cond defires fulfilled (for we have feen the defire of all Nations, our King ou. 
Father) fo you may fee the firft and third part of my withes, tothe Glory of God, 
the Honour of the Crown of Fortngal, and increafctheof Chrift.anity. 

Accefs to Canton being precluded to the Hollanders at their hrft attempt, ari 
Trade denied them, thofe Reguli which rule that Province, allured with t e 
hopes of that extraordinary gain they expefled to make by Commerce with the 
Dutch, Counfellcd them to return on a fecond Embafiage, which they accor- 
dingly entred upon the 20. of July , 165 5. and arrived in Canton the 5. of Scptcm- 
hcr the fame year, where from thofe Reguli they had very a friendly reception ; 
but becaufe they could obtain no Audience above to this firft Mcflage, they were 
• fearful to profter a fecond, left the King and Council flionld fufpefl it to anle only 
from the hopes of their own advantage and feff-intereft ; they therefore to 
wrought with the Vice-King of Canton , that he fhould fend this fecond Memorial 
of their defires, which accompanied with many Commendatory Letters to Cour- 
tiers, and ftrengthned with a world of large promifes, came at length to r<?«» 
about the end of the year 1655. and prefently no man gain-faid, it was decreed 
that twenty Hollanders (t owit, two Captains, and eighteen others) fhou repair 
to the Court, where they were promifed a convenient houfe, with many °^ 1C J 
kindneffes *, and that after their appearance, their bufinefs fiiould be tranfactc 

according to the cuftom and Laws of the Realm. 

Fifteen days after this Memorial came to Court, we had notice of it, w cn 
Yfdrie Lodonicus Ballionies , and my felf, immediately entred the Lifts, and fcarched 
alter .ill means poffible to hinder the Hollanders accefs to the Court. We con- 
futed with our Friends, both Chriftians and Gentiles, who were all of opinion, 

that 
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that: it was impoflible, for this time fat leaf, without va* Bribes) becau^k* 

Rcgul. of Can, on had corrupted the great Mandor.ms, and opened all the door, 
ol the Court unto them. uura 

Notwithftandmg all this, zeal to the Publick good, the progrefs of Chriftianitv 
the love of our Countrey, and especially of this noble City (to which we allow 
fo much) d.d invite, yea compel us to an undertaking, the accomplilhmcnt of 
which feemed impoflible to all Men. By the medtation of a certain Clirifti 
an of no contemptible condition and authority, we firft compaffed to fpeak with 
one of thefe Mandormu, which the Clnnefe call CM, and we may ftile the Mafter 
of Requefts, whofe ofi.ee is to acquaint the Empcrour with the mifdemeanours 
of the whole ^F^e, and particularly with the exorbitancies of Mandarines : 
he at our firft Addrefs readily undertook the bufinefs, and feemed to p. omife him- 
ielt an happy illue of it ; hereupon wc delivered him certain Heads to frame 
a Petition, of which he accepted ; but a few days being paft, when we thought 
he had made fome progrefs in the bufinefs, he comes to that Chriftian before- 
mentioned, thus to excufe himlelf j Sir, if thof cPadrees who are ftrangers be ig- 
norant, yet you who are Natives, mull: be acquainted with the manned of doing 
bufinefs in this Court, to wit, that whofe Petitions either I, or any other in the 
fame office with me, do exhibit, proceeds always from thefe two reafons ; cither 
that we may avenge our felves of our Enemies, or that wc are hired to it by fome 
great reward from him, in whofe name the Petition runs. Now I have received 
no injury from the Hollanders to be avenged of, nor any gratuity from thofe Pa- 
drecs , that I Ihould thruft my felf into fo much difficulty and danger for them ; this 
man we therefore left, and applyed our felves to another, who plainly told us, 
that if we would give him two hundred Tayes,he would plight his Faith to deliveJ 
our Petition with whatever Articles we Ihould infert, only he would not oblige 
felf the Empcrour Ihould approve them i but if we would give him fix hundred 
Tayes more, he would be bound they Ihould be granted , and in cafe they were 
not, he would repay the whole eight hundred Tayes. 

Confidering the weightinefs of the matter, and the liberty which your Lord- 
fhips gave us in your Letters, to undertake for any fum of Money that wc found 
necclfary to efteft this bufinefs, with our engagement that the City of Maccow 
Ihould makegood the payment, we promifed him the whole fum : and upon the 
rehcarfed conditions, before the Petition fliould be delivered (according to this 
Countrey Cuftom) this Mafter of Requcft would fee the whole fum of Money 
ready, and alfo receive fome certain Tayes before hand, as a pledge and carneft of 
the whole; which being impoflible for us to do, he even excufed himfelfas the 
former had done, and fo forfook us , but we infifted, and inftead of ready Money 
which we wanted, produced two rich vefts which theEmperour had beftowed upon 
us, and we had carefully preferved them by us, but never worn becaufe it was the 
Emperours gift to us, and that they were unlutable to our Poverty and Religious 
Habit : thefe he accepted for 150 Tayes of the fum agreed on, with all the Sym- 
ptomesof a great fatisfaction ; and really great was our content, becaufe we now 
feemed to have laid a furc foundation for that work we fo earneftly defired to 
finilh. When lo this fame Mandorine , we know not by what means came to difeo- 
ver,or at leaft to fufpe&,the Vcft to have been the Emperours gift unto us, which 
was an Argument fufficient for him to decline our bufinefs, alledging not only 
that he was not fo barbarous to receive or wear them, but alfo that it was unwor- 
thy in us to oft'er to commit the Vefts which had been prefented by the Emperour, 
and therefore we might go look fome other perfon for our bufinefs, which on fuch 
terms he would not touch with his little Finger. Nor is this anfvvcr any perfons 
wonder that is acquainted with the difpofitionsof thofe Chinefes , for wretched 
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timerous arc they in any thing relating to their Emperour, or rather fo fuperfti- 
tious, that beyond all companion they do more dread him, then they do God or 
his Temple ; but this fear and lownefs is but external, in reference to their hands, 
and where their want of power forbids to do more ; but if you refpe& their 
hearts, there is no Cbinefe, cfpccially of the Learned fort of ingenious and liberal 
Education, who is not a very Prince, and carries not in his Plebeian bread 
the pride of the greateft Monarch ; and this is the fource and fountain whence 
fuel) frequent diffentions fpring amongft them, and the caufe of their often 
changes. But this is a Digrcffion,let us return. Our affliftion and trouble was not 
fmall to fee our hopes thus plunged; whereon, befides the many Sacrifices of 
the Mafs which we offered to God , we appointed alfo fome particular devoti- 
. ; ons daily for this purpole. Our next application was to all Princes and Noble- 
men, whom either we could take any occafion to vifit, or who took any occafion 
to vifit us (for no day paffed wherein feveral perfons came not to adore the Holy 
Image, and to view our new Church and Habitation, which the Emperour had 
beftowed upon us) thefe we fpared not to acquaint with the villainous and perfidi- 
ous difpofition of the Hollanders, with their Apoftacy from their antient profefled 
Religion, and Rebellion againft their lawful Soveraign ; as alfo their attempt up- 
on the City of M accow fome years paft, where they were repelled, and indeed cut 
off by the brave Inhabitants thereof, few in number, but mighty in courage and 
unanimity ; whereunto we thought fit to adde, that after their repulfcfrom Mac - 
cow, they made an Invafion upon part of the Province of Fochjn, and feconded 
that with a forceable feizure of an Ifland lying in that Sea, belonging to the Cbi- 
vefes, by them called Tywan (but by us Formofa ) where they had erected War- 
like Forts, and where they had in no longer fpace then two or three years, Mur- 
dered more then three thoufand Souls of the Chinefes , fome the Antient Inhabi- 
tantsof the Ifland, and fome Merchants of the Province of Fockjn and Checkjn, 
palled thither with their Merchandize ; and it appeared in the Records of your 
judicial proceedings, that during the lafi: Kings reign, thirteen of thofe Hollanders 
which chanced to be taken Prifoners upon the coaft of Focl^in, being brought to 
the Court, were all there condemned, and accordingly executed. In like manner 
we proceed, that under the pretence of Trade, they had been admitted footing 
upon the Ifland of Java# hat notwirhffanding that King weary of their Neighbour- 
hood, hath a long time cut oft’ all relief of Provifions going to them from all parts 
of his Territories, and fometimes befieged them with Puiflant and numerous 
Armies, yet could he never prevail to turn them out of their Pofiefiions, from 
whence at firfl he might eafily have kept them ; nor was the bond of any League 
ftrong enough to tye thefe llniverfal Robbers from offering (or to fccure any of 
their Allies from fuftering) injuries by them, who thought the Sea only their fingle 
due, excluding all others from any right to it ; and therefore never made diftin£fion 
between Friend or Foe , when any Ship fell into their hands, they were able to 
mailer, as if Neptune had granted to them the only Patent of the Ocean ; and up- 
on all this we inferred, that to admit thefe Men the exercife of a Free Trade in 
China , befides the Domeftick perils and mifehiefs it would Contrafl, were like- 
w ite to condemn and fcandalizeall other Chriftian Princes and Rulers, when they 
fliould fee the great Potentate of the world embracing in the bofome of his Coun- 
trey the Arch- Pirates of all Seas, whom all other Principalities did fhun as the 
moll pernitious danger in their Dominions. So well did this ftory take, with what 
e'ie we then alledged. But here I omit that all the chief perfons about the Em- 
perour fell into admiration at the impudence of thefe Hollanders undertakings, 
and affonifliment at the carelcfnels and fecurity of thofe perfons who were in places 
of trufi in this Empire, or (more truely) at their corruption in letting fuch a kind 
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of people have accefs into their Countrey : One amongft the great Tartars a 
Man ot a precip.tatc zeal, was fo tranfported upon our relation, that he cryed out 
twere fit the Emperotir did immediately command them to be handed as publick 
Thieves and Rebels to mankind, to before to deter them from the "like future at- 
tempt ; to whom we anfwered,thatfuch a courfe would be too rigorous and un- 
juft, becaufe they ought to enjoy the Priviledges and Immunity of Embaffadours; 
and fince they had committed themfelves to the Kings Faith, were by all means 
to be preferved from violence : 'twould better become the King to fliow them 
Grace and Favour, as to Strangers (efpecially ftnee they had brought rich Pre- 
fents) and to difmifs them peaceably to their Ships, only to be certain to grant 
them nothing they came for, fo to encourage their return. More moderate and 
wife was the behaviour of an Eunuch of the Kings, a great Counfellour, who 
when he had heard our Charader of the Dutch, faid, although they were a’defbi- 
cable fort of People, it were ignoble to Treat them ill *, rather the King ffiould 
return them Prefents, and difpatch them for their own Countrey, with a ftriCfc 
order never to return to this. This our report had foon fpread it felf fo far with- 
in and without the Palace, that at length it came to their ear who had the Hol- 
landers bufinefs, and from thence to the Dutch themfelves, who fent a Meflenger 
to defire us to forbear exafperating thefe people againft them, as Thieves and 
Vagrants, which was an injury they could not bear : but before I give account of 
them here, fomething of their coming hither. 

The Memorial from the Vice-King of Canton (as we have faid) coming before, 
it was fo contrived, that the Hollanders accompanyed with Mandorims , and fome 
Interpreters, befide a great company of the Vice-Kings People who gave them 
attendance and great honour upon the way, followed to the Court of Peking, 
where they arrived the 17. of July, 16^6. and (toconfefs the truth) had they given 
as ample teftimony in their Travels of their being Catholicks, at leaft Chriftians, 
as they did of their munificence , and being Europeans , they had highly deferved 
every Mans affeCfion, and the Titles of Generous and Noble Perlons 5 for to all 
the Reguli, Nobles, and Mandorines which they met in their way, and the Cities 
they pafl’ed through , their Prefents were very Rich and Noble, their gifts very 
liberal, even to the meaneft of the People, who brought them but a coal of fire to 
light their Tobacco, or did any fuch (mail office •, whereby they purchafed the 
hearts of the Chinefes, who unacquainted with fuch Silver fliowers, thought they 
could never fufficiently admire and extol them. 

That thefe Dutch proved not Catholicks is no great wonder, but that they 
ffiould not appear Chriftians, was a great infidelity and a grand fcandal. In a 
City through which they pafted in their journey towards the Court, and where I 
lodged in mine going thence to Maccoa , a Father refiding in a Church there, toge- 
ther with many other fcandalized Chriftians, told me, that the Dutch had there 
given to the Bonlians forty Tayes towards the building of a Temple for their 
Prophaneand Diabolical Sacrifices ; which I endeavoured to cxcufe, by alledging, 
that doubtlefs they gave it to fome other end, but that the Chinefe their Interpre- 
ter had taken the advantage thus to turn it, that thereby they might endear the 
affections of the People (as is cuftomary in this Coun trey) at the coft of ftrangers : 
but if they did really what the fame Father and thofe Chriftians related tome, 
it is manifeft how much their Policy favours of Atheifm ; however if in this I have 
pleaded their favour, yet for their eating upon the Friday and Sabbath days, I can- 
not do it } for this was a grievous fcandal to all the Chriftians here •, but thefe are 
the Fruits of that Evil and Infernal Tree Herefte, to wit, fcandal of the Brethren, 
remifsnefsinall Catholickand Chriftian duties, doubtings in matters of Faith, evil 
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report of the holy Law, and Schifm in the union of Church * for thefe young buds 
and tender bloffoms are not able to endure fuch blafting Winds, and nipping of 
Frofts : it is fo far from entring into their hearts, that an European Chriftian 
(hould errein matter of Faith, that they hardly believe he can fail in the ob- 
fervation of any of the Laws of God : nor have I an affront to proffer at it, 
fi nC e Yis impoffible to excufethat next to be related. Amongft other curious 
and pretious gifts ('whereof a lift you have at the end hereof^) they gave feve- 
ral Corral and Amber Beads, as well to the Queen Mother, as to the King 
himfelf and his Royal Con fort, and amongft thefe (as an Eunuch who receives and 
lays up all Prefcnts in the Royal Treafure told me ) there was the Image of the 
Child Jefus, our Lord and Saviour, molt admirably wrought in Amber ; where- 
of fince there is no particular mention among the Catalogue of the Prefents, yet 
donbtlefs they concluded it among thofe feveral pieces of Amber appointed for 
the King. My purpofe here is not to Difputc, but to give a Narrative, therefore 
I {hall only fay that it is an Infernal Policy of that Nation, that accufe us for ufing 
Beads, and Worfhipping Images, as Superfluous and Idolatry *, yet by the fame in 
way of Prefent to make their Addreffcs to fo Great and Eminent Perfons } inti- 
mating what they would (as to Religion) trample under their Feet, to be a part of 
their own Divine Worffiip. 

About a years fpace before the Hollanders arrived at Court, came two of their 
men, one a Cbinefe of Canton^ the other an Interpreter, whether of Maccoa or no 
we cannot tell, becaufe we would never vifit either them or the Hollanders , 
though they much defired it ; therefore thefe two efpying Father Lodorvich^ Balion , 
through an advertency palling by their door, called after him very earneftly, 
twice repeating, Father, Father ; but he kept on as though he had neither heard 
nor fecn them, and thence forward we were more careful to avoid all paffage near 
their houfe \ for if no other inconveniency arife from vifiting them, it had been a 
kind of contradiSion to thofe reports which we had made here to all people of 
them. 

Now although we knew that thefe two had corrupted many great Men about 
the Court, and particularly a Tartar , the chief of thele Coly (as they call themj 
Prefident of the Tribunal of Hofpitality (fomewhat like our Mafter of the Cere- 
monies) whofe office is to receive ffrangers, and to Negotiate their bufinefs for 
them 1 , yet wercfolved not to bedifeouraged, but rather taking the greater magna- 
nimity, and trufting in Almighty God, whofometime permits difficulties to ap- 
pear unfupportable by humane ftrength, that we may aferibe our happy fuccefs ro 
to him alone, and return him all praife and thanks who brings all our works to 
pafs. With ere&ed Spirits therefore, and oar Hearts advanced, we accoftcdthe 
fame Cbinefe, who is likewife Prefident of the Tribunal of Hofpitality ('for now 
all their Courts have double Chiefs and Prefidents in them, the one a Tartar, the 
other a Chinefe) earneftly requefting his favourable affiftance in this bufinefs jfor 
knowing his Authority, in his favour lay the greateft of our hopes, and he was ever 
a mo ft friendly perfon to us (as he had been of old to the Fathers our Prcde- 
ce (fours ) and one that had a great efteem of our Books and Sciences } to whom we 
prelented a Book written in the China Chara£fer,a Mirror or Theatre of their part 
of the woild, wherein I (hewed him a Defcription of the Ifland adjacent to the 
Province of F <>kjen-, and amongft them a Geographical Map of the Ifland Formofa^ 
which 'they, vulgarly call T ywan and fo took occafion to report thofe mifehiefs 
rhat had befallen the Inhabitants of that Ifle fince the Hollanders invadingit , and 
to declare the eminent danger,which impending not only o’re that Province of Fo- 
hfPM) but the whole Empire of China , by the vicinity of fuch an Enemy j particu- 
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lavly fhewmg thaf io long as die Hollanders remained upon Fonuofir. Cinencbm 
nor Cbuuhen (rhe names of the Cities of the Province of Fokien) cou d neve £ 
lecurenor flour, (h but m perpetual hazard of decay. This Mandarine was won- 
derfuily pleated w,th the Book, and promifed me to diew it to the Council which 
was to be held about the Hollanders ; and withal he added this ufe of Confolat 
on, that thefe Hollanders (hall never compafs their defigns here, although J 
know they br. bed the Kmg of Cantoned many great Officers about the Court 
torlw.11 never Cadet them to enter ,nto China, or to be allowed any Com- 
merce with it; and as he prom, fed, fo he performed, with other ClLces of 
lus party w.thftanding the Tartars , and anon producing the Book to them, vvhere- 

unto they all gave great efltmation and credit, becaufe it was written in the Chin a 
Language. 


Ac length from the Cognizance that all great Men took of the Hollanders . , and 
the Fame that was ipread of them, it came to pafs that the Tartars ftut them up 
not in the manner ot reclufes which they ufe to the Mufcovitcs, Wefiern Tartars 
and all other Strangers, to wit,with a Guard round : at fir A they left the Mufcovites 
abfolutely free to go to buy, to fell quite through thefirftand fecondCjty and 
within the outward Walls of the Palace i but upon divers of their Infolencie’s and 
Inconveniences, they conflrained them their liberty, byfetting watch over them 
at home, and always fending company along with them abroad, yet never hindred 
any Vifitantsfrom coming to them ("for we have often vifited them our felves ) 
nor any who led only by Curiofity came to look upon them fas many both Tartars 
and Cbmefes would do upon no other etrand ) but to the Dutch , they were now 
denyed liberty to fell any thing, or to buy neceffaries for themfel ves, or to receive 
thofe entertainments whereunto fome intimate of the Kings Canton had invited 
them * nor would fufter any Man fo much as to fet at their door: whence the 
Dutch defpairing of any good iflue of their Negotiations, plainly defined their 
pretence of leeking any Commerce here, and owned their bufinefs to be only a 
Congratulation of the Emperour in his new Conqucft, which having now per- 
formed with the mofl hearty wilhes for the continuance and increafe of his Po- 
lity , they defired his Majefties leave to return to their Ships and Countrey. 

Hitherto whatever Father Lodomd^ Balion and my fclf have done to defeat the 
Hollanders , if it were rot accordingto our wiflics, it was according to ourpower, 
and by divine afiiftance it proved iufficient in our laying open the qualities of this 
Nation, to alienate the minds of the Chinefes from them,' and of many Tartars too, 
who before flood at the moft but in a Neutrality, and to the ftriking fome terrour 
in thofe who had been corrupted by their bribes: I fay that by divine afliftance 
it proved fufficient, for without that it had been impoflible for us to have ad- 
vanced one flep in a bufinefsof this nature, as well for the vaft Gifts and Prefents 
whereby they had gained upon men whom they found capable of furthering their 
defign ; as for the contrary, Penury on our fide, which lofi us many advantages we 
could otherwife have taken ; for at Pekjng, as at old Rome, all things were bought 
and fold. 

We went often to the old Church to confer with Father John Adam about this 
matter , and to animate him to acquaint the Emperour with it (for he had fre- 
quent accels to the Emperours ear) I fay to animate him, not that the Father 
wanted cither courageor good will, but becaufe ("as I have formerly written un- 
to your Lordfliips) all matters of great moment are entirely a&ed in the Tribunals, 
from whence alone the Emperour is to be informed of the adminiftrations of his 
Empire, whereto he commonly conforms himfelf ; yea, fometimes ("if he would,) 
he cannot alter the determinations and decrees of the fixth Tribunal, who are be- 
come 
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come the Supream Legiflativcs of that Empire, when homebred and domeftick 
bufinefs of the Country is in queftion, and whereof the Emperour hath any know- 
ledge, though it be but final!, and fuch only that they will give himaddrefs to his 
Majefty about, and fuch as may be eafie and fafe ; but of Forreign bufinefs he 
hath no knowledge at all, till they have finifhed it ; nor was it a thing of little 
danger to move the Emperour in, left they who favoured the Hollanders might be 
provoked to plead, that what Father John and we did, proceeded ineerly from 
envy and covetoufnefs to defame the Hollanders , becaufe we would ingrofs the 
Trade of Canton in the hands of the Portuguejfes , excluding all other Nati- 
ons , who probably might be more advantageous to this Empire : norwith- 
ftanding all which, Father Adam did adventure to fpeak to the Emperour, who 
was always highly pleafed to favour him, and now to entertain his Motion, 
and for his fake to incline to our party ; and it pleafed God fo toftoptne mouths 
of all gain-fayers , that none durft open after. Your Lordffiip owes much 
to Father John Valleat , who although he could not negotiate with any abroad out 
of the Palace ("as he wiffied) was yet very behooful in his conftant folicitationof 
Father John Adam, exhorting to improve his intereft in the Emperour about our 
bufinefs, and fuggeftingmany reafons to him of its feafiblenefs ; and what he did 
herein, we have extracted out of an Epiftle from him to Father Vifidore, asfol- 
loweth. 

The 1 5. of this prefent February , I was with the Emperour, who being pleafed 
(according to his wont)to honour me with familiar difeourfe, among the other Sub- 
jc£ls,hefell upon the Hollanders ; which gave me occafion to Paint them in their 
lively Colours, and particularly to admonifli the Emperour of that great lye, where- 
with they had armed themfelves upon their coming hither, in the proud boafting 
of the largenefs of their Dominions , as if they had been legal and antient owners 
of great Territories, when they, the truth is, were but violent poffeffours of a 
fmall part of a Countrey, which they at firft had Trayteroufly ufurped, and fince 
Rebellioufly defended from their lawful Soveraign ; and thereupon being Vaga- 
bonds of the Sea, feeking Rapine there from all people, to furniffi themfelves 
for maintenance of their Rebellion at home : whereto his Majefty expreffed his 
credit, by telling me that two years fince upon their proffer at it, he had denied 
them entrance into his Countrey, and that he knew not now how they had obtained 
it; ligmryingthat twas either of negligence, or furreptitious dealing in his Offi- 
cers ; which I interpreted to him to be the bribing thofe of Canton \ however, 
fince there was a Licenfe lent them for their coming to Court, the beft way was to 
admit them, becaufe it would feem light now to revoke it ; only he fhould be 
cautious how he granted them any Commerce in his Countrey ; for where ere 
they could but once get footing, they immediately fo fortified themfelves, that 
there was then no expulfion of them, nor preferving the adjacent parts from being 
infefted with them. The Emperour was very well pleafed at my information, and 
fam he would lay it up to be remembred in its proper feafon . Few days after their 
amva 1 here, I was fummoned by the Mandorines to be prefent in the Tribunal; in 
t e leaiing and debating the Hollanders Propofals, and to give my judgment up- 
onr em . at their appearing there were twenty Dutchmen , [two whereof, Pe- 
ter e oyer , and Jacob de Keyfer y were the chief, whom the Tartars called Com- 
f at I s Captain, and fhewed them a fair refped ; they faluted me very civilly 

2 ter t e ttropean fafliion, calling me by my name, which they had learned in Can- 
ton or C ouchwchina. 

f Lie they prefently produced many Boxes and Fardels which they opened be- 
fore 



fore the Mandoru.es and far, art, and took out their Conte^but beingask.d r 7~ 

cermng every /pare, whether it were of Holland os anv other cZ V 8 l l , 

caufe I was prefent , or to jufiifie thenifelves by the forth they o^’T^lT ^ 

lodged of what place every particular was, fo that ail thing’s being 

ned, fcarce one of ten was found to be of Holland -’then dem,„ 1 1 • an ? exam '- 

length of the Voyage from thence hither, they faid it did requtfe^l^fo 

affixing the time from place to place whither thev eztherrJ 

muft be a Brute Beaft that could not perceive then/to be almoft all °/°f ’ hc 

moditie 5 s yea the Cloth which was called Holland, was but Indian Baftats " 
ot they pretended to (hew an hundred pieces. ’ fterc ~ 

All the Friends and Servants of the Kings of Canton were diWnp j 
unto the Dutch , and perpetually praifing and extolling them and or Sr 
the great benefit which the Mandarines would receive by Commerce withXfe 

,? e p kT Wa , s . a P pa / encthac tli°fe of Canton had Undertaken the managing of 
th.s Emba% which they performed with might and main, as it had been the" 
own proper bufinefs : At ength the.y flocked about me tohear what I would fay 
but I thus delivered my felf in the China Language- 

Moft certain it is that thefe Hollanders are Europeans, who have now no King 
to governthem, becaufe they have call him off; they have one only Prince thaf 
commands their Armies, and he who commands now is a Child about fix years 
old, nor n it he who fends them hither ; but as they confefs, by the Advice and 
Council of their Mandorrnes they came firft into India, and afterwards into China : 
the Traffique they bung with them is for the moft part (that Ifay not alDofthe 
growth of other Countries and not their own. But a Meffenger coming for me 
from the Emperor, r, I was forced to break off, onlyadvifing that Enropfmy Na- 
tsve Countrey was near theirs ; fo that I very well knew their Manner", andun- 
derftood their Language ; whereby I had difeovered from them, that in the Sche- 
dule which they delivered to the Mandarines, and in the Memorial to the Empe- 
rour, they had made a far different relation from what they now have had £ been 
either ablent or ignorant of them, though they found One Prefident affine much 
in their favour i yet feeing me fit near him, they fuppofed me to havefome 
Authority ill the Court, which made them to forbear much; and when Iarofe to 

go out, they all flood up, and the two Captains proffered me their litiiioft 
lervice. 
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When I came to the Emperour, thefirff: obfervation I made to him, was the 
Calculation ot the time of thofe Hollanders Travels ; for being demanded whence 
they came to this Employment, they anfwered from Holland , for a fecond 
experiment of that fuccefs whereof they had failed two years fince. They had con- 
fefled fixteen months time was neceflary for their Voyage from Hollofid to China 
allowing other fixteen months for their paflage from China to Holland ; therein 
were thirty two months required for pafTage forth and back; thereto adding eight 
months, which have been fpent between their arrival at Canton and this Court, die 
whole amounts ro forty months, whereby it is manifeft, that they could not go 
hence home, and there wait a Commiflion and Prefents, to return hither with 
them, and in all thefpace of two years (as had been pretended,) fo that by this 
lye the Emperour might judge what faith was to be given them in other matters. 

The Emperour was fomewhat amazed at this argument, but approaching near 
asif I hidfome iecret to whifper to him, l alledged a fecond, which much 
more afioriifhed him, thus j if thefe people fever get footing, upon pretence 
of Comtnerce in any place, immediately they raife Fortrefs, and Plant Guns 
(wherein they are moft expert) and fo appropriate a Title to their pofleflidns. f 
admire how they coine to be led through the Emperoiirs High-ways, between Can - 

c ton 
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— — ~ — ""”"7 77 u„ r.iftVrrd to view all places which may bemoft ad- 

and this Court, and to it J de the Kingdom of C*, if 

T^cmnc 'to^thaclfland which is called the Golden Mountain, Handing in 
'the middle of the great River, where it empties it felf into the Sea, andlhould 
there build aCaflle, they would command that paffage, and be capable of all 
fupplies from Sea, in defpite of this whole Countrcy : and thereabouts are 
S great Cities, which who could preferve from the.r Incurfions, if hey fltould 
fettle themfelves upon the aforefaid place, which 'hey would be able to defend 
With one hundred Men, though it would put your Majefty to the charge of 
keeping two or three thoufand Men in pay to attend their motions ; and the 
like danger there would be in what other place foever fhould be allotted them for 
abode. Let not the Emperour take it ill that I do thus freely declare the 
fenfe of the danger I apprehend him to be in ; for I Hand before my boun- 
teous Lord and Mailer, to whom I am obliged to declare any thing that may 
prevent his ill i the fear whereof breeds no little anxiety in my heart. The Em- 
perour flood muling for a fmall fpaoe, and then fignified his clear apprehenfion of 
what I delivered, and prefently asked me if the liufccvites were of the fame 
temper ; whereto 1 anfwered, quite contrary, very faithful and juft People ; one 
only exception allowed of their law, which therefore they do not fo perfefllyob- 
ferve as they ought, but they are governed by a Potent Prince, who could have 
no other delign in his Embalfy hither, but a meer Congratulation of the Empe- 
rours fortunate Conqueft of this Empire, and happy Inauguration in the Throne , 
but bccaufe they underftand not this Language, nor have any Interpreter care- 
ful of their bufinefs, they are left as Men forlorn ; it would be therefore hke the 
Emperours wonted goodnefs, though here are but two of that Nation, feeing you 
have received their Meffage and Prefent, to do them fome honour, and with other 
other gifts return them in Peace and Amity to their Countrey. The Emperour 
was Pleafed to approve whatever I faid, fo that I thought it needlefs to prefs any 
thing farther ; God grant he may be mindful (as I have already found him) oi 
what I have now urged to him, as well as what I had moved about the HoU 
landers fome months lince. At length the Emperour commanded a Table to be 
furnilhed for me, and the chief Eunuch of the Palace to accompany me, and lo 

W1 Certain it is that three thoufand Tayes were fufficient to make a Prefent to the 
Emperour, more acceptable then all the Dutch have brought, thereby to confirm 
the Emperours favour to us, and interclude all ways to thefe Hereticks, but we 
are at too great a diftance from Maccoa, to acquaint them with thele pallages, ana 
• probably we might not be heard }neverthelefs I allure your reverend at er- » 
that as far as my power will extend, I will not fpare artnor labour i to , 

thefe Hollanders in true and Native Colours. To do this work now y 
of Subje&s, feems very difficult unto me : infomuch that a thoulan , 

Enemy by his Bribes has pollefled fo many hearts, would fcarce ^ata un re 
would formerly have done ; however, I truft in God, the Ruler °1 a " ieart ^ an 
hope in the goodnefs and favour of the Emperour, that as he hath been p ea e 
hearken untome in other things, fo he would vouchfafe me equal grace mt is 
prefent bufinefs. , . . , 

The firftof Angnji^ fome Mandarines belonging to the Emperour invited tne 
M andorine of Canton , with a great Mandorine of another Province (w o o 
had accompanied the Dutch to Court) unto our Colledge, whither I believe t a^ 
day there came not fo little as a hundred Men, moft of them grave and £ mine ^ 
Perfons, my antient Acquaintance and Friends : Among other things they to 
me* that the Fraternity called Cin a naw y had refolved to invite the 


China and Tartary. 

Feaft, but they were not admitted to ftir out of their doors, which made them dif- 
confolate and defpairing, infomuch that they had declared againft all feeking of 
Trade here j and having faluted and Congratulated the Emperour, were defirous 
to depart homewards, only they had a very choice Prefent defigned for me, but 
for the fame reafon were not able to bring it i yet they hope I will do them no 
injury to the Emperour. The fixth of Angufl the Empcrour fent to me to come 

with all fpecd to the Palace, to co-operate with the Coli in the Hollanders bufinefs j 
and fo foon as I came, they fliewed me a Copy of a Decree drawn up, but not con- 
firmed by the Emperour, who they faid would have me confulted in it. Upon 
Examination I found it run much in favour with the Dutch , praifing their Noblc- 
nefsandGreatnefs, and extolling their worthy labours incoming from fo remote 
a Countrey,to Vi fit and Congratulate his Imperial Majefty } upon which confi- 
derations this Tribunal being to deliver their opinions to the Emperour concern- 
ing the Commerce which they defire with his Countries , they declared an una- 
nimous propenfity to it : the Prefident asked me if it were with my fatisfa&ion, 

I anfwered Negatively, and gave him my reafons for it, that for thoufands of 
y ears paft, until this time, the Empire of China having never admitted the like, it 
was a pregnant argument that it was not conceived fafe, but very dangerous, and 
greater mifehiefs were to be feared from the Hollanders upon fuch a Contra&,then 
from any other Nation under the Sun .♦ but probably the Hollanders faid 1, may 
be your Parents, and Kindred, and fo come hither for your benefit wholly ; yet 
if their own pretences were well fcanned, they will appear be to grounded upon 
their own profit j they boaft what great Merchants they are, and I hope it is their 
Nature, as well as Trade, to enrich themfelves from the Goods of others. The 
Tartar Prefident was both amazed and incenfed at rtay anfvver, he was Son-in-law 
to one of the Kings prementioned , and durft not contradift his Father-in- 
law j therefore to make tryal whether I would change my Sentence, he appointed 
three Chinefes of Coli to debate the bufinefs more privately with me, whowerefo 
s far from altering my opinion, that with great Alacrity they became all -of my 
mind, and exprefled a great deal of Joy that I had fpoke fo frankly, which they not 
daring to do, were refol ved to abfent themfelves from Court. Hereupon I urged 
boldly that the decree might be altered, and the fuffrage of the Court being taken, 
a definitive fentence drawn up, that feeing the Emperour had received Prefents 
from the Hollanders, he fliould be defired td remunerate them and fend them 
away *, but Contra&s with, and Accefs to this Court, was not according to the an- 
tient ftile of this Empire : to this they were all filent, and ignorant of the reafon, 
albeit two days after a decree was ifluedout with foitte fmall alterations only, which 
moved me to go to the rnoft antient Chinefe of the Coli , to know the reafon ; who 
feeing my conftancy and refolution, defired me to reft fatisfied * and that it fliould 
be concluded that Commerce fhould be denied the Dutch , only it fliould be con- 
firmed by general fuffrage, that there might be no occafion of offence to any. 
The fame day came the Prefident to vifit me (as he faid) to be informed about 
the Hollanders bufinefs ; I advifed him to be very careful what he did in it, for I 
had fpoken privately with the Emperour, who had commanded the Coli to confult 
with me about it, whereby he intended nothing elfe then that he (hould follow 
my fentence in it, and riot recede from it : his return was, that he would perfwadc 
them to be content, that the Emperour fliould reward them only, but not grant 
them any liberty of Trade. Thus far was only Confultation about it, but it is 
now become a Conelufion, for they defpaired of the Emperours approbation in 
their favour without my confent, attdof that they defpaired much more i in few 
days the Decree will be Publilhed, and pdflibly before Farher Gabriel Magellan s 
departure* iVho brings thefe. 
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Tie Letter from the General of Batavia, to the Emperour of China, and to the King of 
Canton ; Tranflated out of Dutch into Portuguefe, by Father John Adam. 

T H E Omnipotent God who Created the Heavens, the Earth, and whatfoever 
is in them contained, hath divided the Earth into feveral Kingdoms, Empires, 
Provinces, Iflands,and Dominions ; and hath ordained by eternal wifdom,that no 
one place (hould beftored with all manner of things *, but whatfoever i^either ne- 
qeffary for the life, or convenient for the ornament of mankind, whether produ- 
fiion of Nature, or invention of Art, (hould be found partly in one Countrey, and 
partly in another* Divine Providence fo difpofing it, that the wants of this Land 
fj^ould be fupplyed by that, and the defers of that retributed by another, that fo 
by the means of Commerce, Men might enjoy Society, and the common wants of 
all Nations might, by receiving mutual relief, knit themfelves together in the bonds 
of Friendfliip. This is the reafon which moved our Nation, above all others, 
wholly to apply and devote it felf to Trade and Commerce through the utmoft 
parts of the Sea y and by thefe means are we come to Alliance and Friendfliip with 
Kings and Rulers of moft Countries neighbouring on China y whereby we come 
to receive intelligence of thofe Triumphant Vi&ories, and Glorious Conquefts 
which Almighty God hath given your Majefty over the renowned Emperour of 
China , by fctling and eftabliftiing your Majefty in the Throne thereof ; by this 
caufe have wc been ftirred up to appear in the prefence of your Majefty, to Con^ 
gratulate thofe glorious Atchievments, and to wifli a future Happinefs and P rof- 
perity thereunto ; and withal to delire your Majefties admittance of our Ships to 
enter withfafety into the Ports of your Dominions, and to exercife a Trade with 
your Subjefls, as we do with thofe of other Countries. We hope that your Ma- 
jefty will grant us this favour, feeing it is the decree of Divine Providence, and an 
univerfal practice amongft all men} whereby great profit (hall accrue toyour Maje- 
fties Subje&s and Countries: And to the end your Majefty may receive from us the 
greater fecurity and fatisfadion about our Propofals, we have lent two antient 
and honeft men, Peter de Goyer y and Jacob de Keyfer , to attend your Majefties per- 
fon and pleafure, to whom we truft your Majefty will give Audience, and a con- 
venient difpatch *, and thus we pray to Almighty God, to grant perfeft health, and 
to adde many happy days to your Majefties Life. # 

From Batavia^ Governour General , 

July 20,. 1655. John Maatxnyb^r. 


This Letter which by order from the Emperour wasTranflated verbatim, out of 
Dutch into the China Language, came at firft unfealed,and without any manner of 
Glorious or Majeftick Title, as if he had writ to one of his Familiar Friends and 
equals ; but the Chinefes in Canton did fo drefs it up, and adorn it, that it appeared 
with much reverence and ability. Far otherwife and different were the Letteis 
formerly written to the Emperours of China , when we came hither, by Maximilian 
Unhg of Bavaria , and Ranutius Fernelius Duke of Parma , as well for the Paper, 
Stile and Superfcription,as for the Magnificent Titles and Encomiums as they gave 
him : but what comparifon between thefe Princes, and a few Merchants in Java ? 
at length the world will be undeceived. Thus far Father Adam. 

The Prefents they brought, they divided into four parts, the firft was for the 
Emperour, thefecond for his Mother, the third for the Emprefs j'thefe three had 

their 
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their Superfcnptions ; the fourth was a particular Prefent for the Emperour from 
the two Embafiadours : this divifion was fubtly enough contrived, to purchafe the 
favour and good will of all parties: yet although the Hollanders are fufficientli 
matters of that Art, this was not their own contrivance, but the Kings of Canton 
who as they did not Aft the Tranflators part to mend and patch the General of 
Batavia s Letters, but compofed a new ; fo they wholly ordered and difpofed the 
Prefents, fuppofing fo to manage the whole bufinefs, that it fhould not be capa 
ble of denial : Nor had they milTed their aim, had they been Catholicks *, for then 
they had met with no oppofition. That the method and alteration in the difpo- 
fureofthePrefcnts, was the Chinefes invention, appears plain enough from this 
one Argument: when the Matter of the Ceremonies had received the Prefents 
from the Hollanders , he asked them how ic came to pafsthat fuch were for the 
Queens, feeing there was no mention made thereof in thofe General Letters or 
Memorials they anfwercd in great fincerity, that after they fet fail from their 
Port, and were far off at Sea, they found thefe things in the Ship, which they knew 
not of before, and therefore they had difpofed them for their Ma jetties. Happy 
Argonautes are thefe, to find Silk and Purple Woven in their Ship without their 
own labour, Corral and Amber, with all manner of Pretiotis things, without 
their knowledge ! Let no man think their anfwer falfe or equivocal, becaufe 
fuppofing they did find them in the Ships of fome Portnguefe Merchants’or other 
in the way, which they can do without any fcruple of Confidence, or Terrourof 
Divine Vengeance. 

No Man can doubt, buta Nation fo Forreigrt as this is, which had never before 
been heard of in the Empire of China, coming now to it with the fpecious pre- 
tence of being Tributaries, their hands full of Prefents (which though they had been 
of ordinary quality, and things common in China , yet might have been fufficient 
for the multitude of them,) whereby they would Conquer the Emperour by 
the Vice-Kings of Canton , corrupt the Mandarines, and above all make fure of that 
Chief of the Cali, Son-in-law fas I have fa id) to the eldett King of Canton, and 
bribe th eTartar Prefident of the Tribunal of Hofpitality (which was not hard to 
fatten on fo fordid and covetous a wretch) I fay no man can doubt but all this did 
promife to thofe Hollanders a very prevailing fuccefs to their negotiations. But 
the heart of the King is in the hand of the Lord : it mutt be confetted that gifts 
will do much but much, more the devout Prayers of the Servants of God, who has 
been plcafed to foi title the minds of the Chinese fylandorincs, to weaken and un- 
bend thofe of the Tartars ', fo to fix the heart of a young Emperour, that he 
fhould dctiy the Hollanders the Commerce they fought, and with a remarkable 
Ingenuity, Affability, and Prudence, to make them promife their return hither 
once every eight years to pay their Tribute. 

Three things there arc, whereof the Hollanders have no fcarcity, which had they 
brought, would have been powerful advocates for them : The firft is, A Harpfical 
with a skilful Player on it. The fecond, A Dutch Trumpeter. The third , 
Some Engineers and Officers to train up and cxercife Souldiers. Thefe things the 
Emperour doth much long for, but our God would not fuffer them to bring them, 
that for the future the like may be brought by our Friends, for the good of the 
City and Catholick Religion. Lattly, May your Lordfhips confider that it was 
a peculiar Grace of God to blind the eyes of thefe Hollanders ('w ith their great 
Favourers and Interpreters in Canton ) that they fhould not put a pleafing Title 
to their Memorials, that thereby the Chinefes taking difguft at thefe innovating 
Hereticks, might be the more elofely linked to the Catholick Portugnefes. 







A Catalogue of the Prefents which the Hollanders brought to the Court of 

CHINA. 

The Prefents for the EMPEROUR. 

A Suit of Armour Embofjed with Gold . 

Twenty three Guns of fever al forts and fix.es, all richly and cur ion fly wrought. 
Six hroacl Swords. 

Six other Swords hatched with Gold. 

Five Chefs filed with Cloves. 

One Chef filed with Nutmegs. 

Two Pieces of fne Scarlet. 

Two Pieces of Fine Broad Cloth • 

One Piece of Cloth Carnation Colour . 

One Piece of Green Cloth. 

Two Pieces of Skfe-colour Cloth. 

Two Pieces ofPopingee Cloth. 

One hundred Ells of Holland. 

Three Fardels of Flowers of divers Colours. 

Three Fardels of Cinamon. 

Twelve Quilts. 

Fifty Pounds of Amber . 

Two Pound of choice Corral. 

Two Pound of Amber Beads. 

One Branch of polifhed Corral , weighing one pound and a half , 

Ten Parcels of Sandal. 

Three Flashy for Powder 
A Silver OptichfTube. 

Twelve Plumes. 

Four Loohjng-Glaffes. 

One great Loobfng-Glafs Eight fquare. 

One Suit ofTapeJiry Hangings. 

Six Carpets. 

The Prefents for the EMP ERESSE. 

i 

A Large Loohjng-Glafs. 

A little Image ofTortoife-fhell. „ 

A Piece of Green Cloth. 

A Piece of Scarlet. 

Eight EUs of Holland . ' 

A Piece of Skf e- colour Cloth. 

A Piece of Green Europe Satin. 

Two Quilts. 

Tapefiry Hangings. 

Four Pieces of Amber. 

Iff 0 ltu J tan Tables of White Marble , inlaid with Figures of divers Colours. 

ibree Rofar es of Amber Beads. 

A Chryfial Cabinet. 


A 



China and Tartary. 


A Cabinet of Wood of clivers Figures. 
Ten Bottles of Europe Sweet-Waters. 
Six little Chcjls of divers Pictures. 


The Prefents for the EMPERESSES Mother. 


A Large Loobjng-Glafs. 

A Tortoife-floell Cabinet inlaid with Silver. 

An Ebbony Cabinet inlaid with Silver. 

Another little Ebbony Cabinet. 

A great Scretore wrought with Chryjial 
Four Rofares of Amber Beads. 

Three Rofares of Corral Beads. 

Six Pieces of Grofs Amber. 

One Branch of Corral. 

Six Italian Tables of White Marble inlaid with Pictures of divers Colours. 

Three Painted Carpets. 

One Piece of Scarlet. 

One Piece of Broad Cloth fomewhat courfe. 

One Piece of Black L Europe Satin. 

One Piece of Green Europe Satin. 

One Piece of Blew Satin. 

Two Pieces of Blacky Europe Damask- 
A Piece of Europe Velvet. 

Tapejiry Hangings. 

Twenty fix Ells of Holland. 

A Cabinet made after thefafhion of an Eagle. 

Six Chry&al Goblets. 

Twenty one curious PinSladoes of Metchlajatam. 

Twelve Bottles of Europe Sweet-water. 

One Piece of Broad Cloth Blacky very fine. 

The Prefents which Peter de Coyer , and Jacob de Keyfer, the two Holland Embafla 

doiirs, made to the EMPEROUR. 

A piece of Scarlet. 

A Piece of Green Cloth. 

A Piece of Europe Green Satin. 

A Piece of Europe Red Satin. 

A Piece of White Satin. 

Twenty four Ells of Holland. 

Ten Pieces of Amber. 

Two Rofares of Amber Beads. 

Two Rofares of Corral Beads. 

A Looking-Glafs. 

Four Lookjng-Glaffes with Painting. 

Four Marble Tables of divers Colours. 

A Marble Cabinet. 

% 

Two Guns. 

Two Launces.' - 

One Sword with a Silver Hilt and rich Scabbard. 

Three Goblets of Venice Glafs. 
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Two Statues Engraved with divers F lowers. 

A Sword batched with Gold and Silver. 

A Fair of Knives. 

A Finnic of Feathers. 

A Fainted Parrot. 

Twenty Bottles of Europe s Sweet-Water. 

Twelve Fots of Wine of divers Countries. 

Thefeare the Treafuries wherewith the Hollanders intended to purchafethe 
China Trade ; certainly the beft courfe for Merchants to take : but though thefe 
had good skill, yet they had bad fuccefs, and our Cod whe , fuffered them to enter 
Japan , fo much to the deftruaion of Chnfl.amty, which before flounlhed on 
that ldand, would not permit theit ingrefs into China, to the like damage of Reh- 

^jlcHollanders reception in Canton was very Honourable, and their Enter- 
tainment at thisCourt very Hofpitable; and at laft their difmidion thence was 
with all poflible Grace and Favour, as appears by their Pafsport, whereof the Tran- 

flation followctb, vi%. 

V A Remonftrance of the Court ofRequeJl to the F. MPER OUR. 

I N the i a. year of the Reign of the Emperour Canchy, on the 18. day of the fixth 
month, came to this Court a Copy of a Petition of the Hollanders, who came 
here to tender their Homage andValfalagetoyour Majefty ; wherefore according 
to our Duty, we have confulted thereon : and although the truth be, that the Fame 
of your Maiefties Creatnefs and Power be extended unto the utmoft parts of the 
habitable Earth ; yet upon our ftrifleft examination, and fearch into the Laws 
and antient Records of this Empire, for this purpofe, we cannot find in any 
Age pift, that the Hollanders have ever fetrt to pay Tribute i therefore fee- 
ing we have no Prefident, nor eftablifiied Rule to follow in this bufinefs, the 
refult of our prefent Judgment is, thatyour Majefty may do very well to conti- 

tinue this following Decree » to wit, , , 

That confidering the Voyage from the Hollanders Countrey hither 1 

tedious and perilous, your Majefty doth grant them leave, °" ce ev - , , . 
years, to come and pay their Tribute unto this Court, and not . aft) net , and tlm 
your Majefty doth, to (hew the whole world your wullingnefs w re e 
yourbofotnetheremoteft ftrangers. For the way of then approach 1 hither 
fit to be by the Province of Canton, and no otherwife : and for what relat 
grant Licenfe for their Commerce within your Makefiles Dominions, the re , 
already a clear Declaration publifhed for your Ma)efties difiike thereof, io th 
more needs not to be faid of that matter ; notwithftanding after their a PP caran 
before your Majefty, they may buy and fell fome certain things, provi e t ey a\ 
regard always to fuch conftitutions as are made concerning all ftrangers wit n 
this Realm, and exa&ly conform themfelvea in the manner of buying an e ing 
to the Laws and Ordinances eftablifhed in that behalf ; and hereunto let a vigi 
lancy be had, and all appointed penalties feverely executed upon default. . 

As often as they (hall come to pay their Tribute, their whole number hot o 
Mafters and Servants not to exceed an hundred perfons, of thofe only twenty 
{hall repair unto the Court (the reft remaining behind at Canton ) and ol t o e 
twenty let them obferve to bring two Chiefs, whereof one may be a Man of Learn 
ing, the other a Souldier. Let the Uandorines provide ftrong and Iufty Guards 
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China and T art ary. 


together without ftragling mu of their way C and “ ‘h^ r " Ur " thac tlR 7 k«P 
t cy immediately depart for their own CountrU^ thJTl ^ Canton > t,,at 

Se ?L °/ C , anton appearing inconvenient. ^ 5 1 a ^ s about tIie Coaft and 

upon it any but not ^ring to take 
of, do in .11 humble reverence offer th 1 ^ there- 

feechingyour Majefties RoyaJ Decree fora r °^ rancc unto your Majefiy, be- 
the 13. year of his Imperial M Olenin 

on the 9 . day of the fame Moon, waf PuWifVdrk h /,?' d ? y of the Mo °" : And 
peronr ; to wit, ■ ’ Ubl,fflcd the blowing Decree of the Km- 

Th i Z>Uimalt Decree of the EMPEROUR. 

T£?»Sr£KlS'; l , 1 ?“ l '<*;■*“« rfk. ci 

the wide Sea to pay us Tribute • W ^ to us, and fent Ernbafladours through 

Wb^a. - » m.L 

leave to come Once every eight years to oav rh Jr T “k ’ d h art,,y 8 ranc tkon 
this We do to make known m tL UnWttfe o J Affeff ' ^7°™ i and 

remoteft pacts .• In all other thing# we give our Rovaf !°JY° ^ , Peo P ,e , of the 
to the Remonftrance of our Co^t of Reque/h R y ent a " d a PP robation 


this Kil .^ have yarned them Commerce in 

their Tribute onl^whence'fhev'IhaH' '■ u"c doubt ot Return topay 

rily damage and difgrace For Jtl if 3 ? I ’£ ,tber honour nor profit, but contra- 

gtftsof equal value to their PrcfentTfc off mpeIX l“ r Y udd have returned them 
yet the expence ofaShinorlwo acc ° rd, ' , R to thecufiom of other Countries, 

be burthenfome and ridiculous - -whir^l, C °* two y ears , would 

merce to them , if tk IT aI l° W,ng thc dmial of Co >"- 

might well have made up by a private Tn^ 'r'™ CVery yCar> they 

with the Kings of Ganton and the T «n k ’ t jP ec,a| ly being lo milch in favour 

fits thereof. g TherefomdiJ brio ?" ^ttk “Vf 0 "? l ' !d J ngrofs thc P™- 

unanimoufly to oppofe andcontradifl it, and at length whin bZtrt^tdM 

be dead, or the Hollanders will be deftroyed, or thc Times will be rin A j 
other Government wl" fucceed s if all Jfe fail, and 

o us forT ^ • - C C ' g k ht y 7r Cnd) T thc Lord wi » Snifter fome mean 
to us tor the running their ddio^; albeit there tt lirrl^ r.r^k i -r c . . 

return, fince they deputed fo highly 

prefence' as Ealh fr^T/ 'ba"!,’ ** . that . t!>ey were uevcr admitted to the Kings 

1 ' ,1 1 p o r B , tath ac< l u ainted me m an Epilile which he wrote to 

Tk h / f’ J fter my de P arture to Nanking ; wherein he writes thns to wit • 

The Hollanders may not come into thc Kings prefence Aior rh^’ilf r > t 

becaufc,he y will not fubniit thcmfe.ves to tlSfiT Cere^ie ^ Z‘ l 

e^" C t a n'r, Th 7 are Novices, and ignorant in Affairs and Sate 

wifi at h-norh ATr ’ m ' ,( ° date pelves to thc cuftoms of the Counttey. Cod 
will at length difeover his mercies to the Catholick PonUgnefet here. The Court 

of Requefts exlnb.ted a Remonftrance to the Emperom/to grant them leate to 

6 ttturn 
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but not any liberty of Trade ; but the Emperour hathal- 

return every fify, which is equivalent with a forbidding them ever 

tered the filth f d y bcfore Pub lifl,ing the Emperours Decree (where- 

o°f Send your Father-hood a Copy) Father Adam told me he had fpoken with 

th Vour I LordlbipT h maf obferve how much out Lord God doth favor, rand aflift 
rnrhol ck Chriftians ; for the Tariarr and Ch«r/er are highly offended with 
tnie Cathol . thcm Barbarians, for refuting the Ceremonies and 

F everencetf the Court •• and the Hollanders (with all the HM*) are equally 
diftafted that they could not be admitted to the Emperours Prefence without 
d, Halted that y Heretic k s an d Schifmaticks fliould depart with hatred 

ft rh af S by 'theirilTexample they might not give feudal to the new 
cSS’het planted, nor caufethe Religion of Europe ^e ill fpokoct 
Wherefore mod Noble Captain, and the reft of the Governours of the Holy 
City be your Lordlhips of good courage, and hope ftron|ly m the Bowels o 
the Mercy of God, that as he hath differed his City (moft faithful to his Divine 
Maiefty/oflate years to undergo fo many Tribulations 5 he hath done it for 
direftion only, not for deftruaion. Both Gold melted m the Furnace, come 
out wafted and confumcd ? no, but more Pure, Bright, Precious, Can God Tor- 
get the Piety of fuch a City, which maintains fo many Rel, gums of all forts and 
Sexes and where fo many Maffes and Oblatiwps are daily offered ? Where is 
the Refuge and Sanftuary of Religion, but In this City, wh'ch is Glotimi y 
called after the name of God? Can God forget his Promife? he hath promifed 
Tribulatiqps, and ail hundred-fold for the fufferingof his Saints, and an hundred 

will he pay. 
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PART 


chap. r. 

The Caufe and Occajion of this Work^ 

T is now about 30 Years fince, that I produced the 
Expofition of a certain Syro-Chinefian Monument 
found in China 1 62$ ; which although it gained no 
fmall applaufc amongft Readers of a more then or- 
dinary apprehenfion, that were taken with the No- 
velty, yet notwithfonding afterwards there were 
not wanting fomc incompetent Cenfurers or Cri- The opinion 
ticks, who ceafed not to wound its reputation by flJXanfw 
fnarling and trifling pb)e£tiort$, fobbing it with^S^SS* 
Critical Steelettoes, albeit they proved in the fe- M° nuinent ‘ 
quel leaden and blunted » viz*. That there was never any Monument of fuch a 
kind in Nature, and therefore that it was a meer forgery, 'fhis they endeavour- 
ed by all means poflible not only to perfwade themfelves to fuch a belief, but a'lfo 
to raife a like credulity in others. Thefe and the like perfons are defetvedly, and 
ought to be efteemed for fuch, who tejefling all divine and humane faith, ap- 
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prove of nothing but what they have feen themfelves, and account nothing to 
be believed but what* their own brain hath didated unto them. Thefe are 
they that like troublefom Flefh-flies, that flying at any obvious fatnefs, foil that 
which is fincerc and untainted, and defift not to befpot that which is pure with a 
defiled and Thrafonic k blaft : Amongft which was a certain Modern Writer, 
who blufhed not with all his might, and indeed with an infolent feoff to quefti- 
on the truth of this Monument, whilft that fometimes he aflerteth it to be intro- 
duced by a Jefuitical Cheat, and other whiles that it was a flat and plain forgery 
of the Jefnits, feigned both to deceive the Chinefes , and alfo to defraud them of 
their Treafures. I (hall conceal the name of the perfon, partly out of a tendernefs 
to Chriftian Charity, and partly becaufe in the judgment of Prudent and know- 
ing Menfie feemeth unworthy of any anfwer ; feeing that the truth of this Mo- 
nument is eftibliflred and confirmed by the Eye-witnefs of fo many 111 uftrious 
Authors, by fo many Books concerning this , method divulged throughout the 
r whole Empire by the Chinefian Colais themfelves, Leo and Paule, Perfons of 
great quality, and withal inftruCted in the Chriftian Religion ("thefe Books are 
commonly exhibited to the fight of Strangers in the Library of the Roman Col- 
ledge, with the Authentick draught of the Monument it felf fent from China) 
and laftly, approved by the whole Chriftian World 5 fothat it is of little con- 
cernment what an obfeure Bragadocio barketh forth in the utmoft quarter of the 
World } who if that he had abftained from Calumnies and ScofFs, and had pru- 
dently propofed the matter with fome Scrupulofity, peradventure he had better 
have faved his own reputation and the credit of his Work, but fo it hapneth by the 
juft judgment of God, that thofe who endeavour to traduce the Glory of theDi- 
v ine Majefty by Cavils and Scoffsj both contrary to Confcience and Charity, for 
the moft part at length fuffer the Shipwrack of their own Fame and Labours. 

Moved therefore by thefe reafons, left that a Monument of fo great concern 
deprived of its Credit, fbould run the hazard of being caft away * I fhall labour 
fo by the divine afliftanceto cftablifli the truth of the Monument in this under- 
taken work, ('being my contexture from the very bottom of the matter) con- 
firmed not only by the great atteftation of the Fathers of our Society, which 
have feen it with their own eyes, but alfo from the Teftimony of the Chinefes 
themfelves, that from henceforth there may no place of doubting be left, and 
the Heterodox themfelves may be forced to confefs ('the Interpretation of this 
Syro-Chinefian Infcription being confidercd ) that no other Doctrine was taught 
nie Doftrine above a thoufijnd years paft by the Preachers of the Gofpel, which is not alto- 
this V Monu- n gether confonant and conformable *, yea, the very fame with the Orthodox 
Se totf/'DoQrine now profefled, and therefore the Gofpel Preached formerly in China. 
church° x * s fame with that, which the Univerfal Catholick Roman Church enjoineth 
to be believed at this day, as I (hall afterwards prove by manifold ftrength of 
Argument. 

A twofold In- Now that the matter may be treated of in a requifite Order and Method, I 

ofSh mSi. thought goodfirft of all to annex a twofold, and that a perfeft and fincerelnter- 
ra'rtf. pretationof this Stone, expounded by the Chine fian Learned Men themfelves, 
from a Book printed in Cbinefian Characters, and exprclfed verbatim in the Ge- 
nuine Pronunciation of the Chine ft an words, by Father Michael Boim, a Perlon 
excellently skilled in the Cbinefian Language, as it will appear anon from his 
Epiftle to the Reader. I have alfo adjoined another Expofition with the Scho- 
liafts, avoiding of the Chinefian Phrafe, not fo accuftomed unto our Ears, and 
that for the more futable apprehending of the Genuine fenfe of the Table j and 
this I did the rather that I might not feem to omit any thing by which the Mo- 
nument might receive the greater Illuftration. And by reafon that fome one 

may 
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nuy ^(ervcd y queftion hmythofc Syrian Chaldean,, the great Propagators of 
the Cnnftian Religion, could penetrate intothofe urmoft quarters of the Earth 
,t appeared not only congruous, but alfo dbfolutely nccefi'ary for the confir-' 
mation of rnis matter, to admihiftcr aid to the perplexed Reader in fMo kf 
labyrinth of various Travels by the flaming Ph^rdf of Z w^k Zll to &£ 
hrm by Gedgtaphrca Demonftrarions ; from which, if that I do not deceive my 
fell, he Reader [ball clearly underftand that not only the Chriftian Doflrine 
but alio the Su perditions, of the Chlnefes and their Fables, before the coming ofSSEr* 
our bavtour, to have derived their original from one and the fame Remm, • L, ch,i V' » 
is, from Egypt, Gracia, Syria, and Chaldea. Now where the va ft Emoire of be 
Chinefi, is into which the Monument Iheweth the Gofpcl to have had an en r“®- 
trance, I Jail rather hint at in a few words, then endeavour to deferibe ; 
cerning which notwithftandmg if that the inquifitive Reader defireth farther fa 
tisfaflioli, 1 (lull remit him to have rccourfc unto the Hi/lory of Father Nicholas 
'Trigantius, and John Samalius, asalfo to the Allas Sinicusol Marline Martinim 
and many others where he (hall find fully deferibed whatfoever relateth unto 
thfe muarion oi CWa and its Wonders, the Nature, Property, and Fertility of 
the Regions, the Multitude of its great and vaft Cities, and their Inhabitant! • 
and laftly, the Politick or Civil Government, in which Regard this Nation feem 
cth not to give place to any Monarchy in the World. My bufinefs is only to 
explain thole things, which as they are controverted, fo likewife do wonderfully 
render the Readers doubtful and perplexed about the equivocation of the terms; 
and alio to allcdgc, tn rePpeR to the curious Reader, the more rare curiofities and 
and lecrets of things obferved to be treafured up in this Nation and others ad- 
jacent, not obler yed hitherto by any former Authors, with the Prodigies both of 
Nature and Art, each being recorded in their proper place. 

C H f N ^ the largeft and vafteft of Kingdoms, as it was confined unto the »„*,*» 
Utrtiolt bounus df / 7 /n* by-theCrcatour of the Earthly Globe, fo alfo did it remain onofcWn * ‘ 
altogether Unknown unto the Amientseven unto the Year 1220. which Marcus 
Pduluf Vcneiur, hr ft difeovered unto us under the name of Catay, asafterwards 
(hall be made manifefi. For on the Eaft it is encompaffed with the Eaflern Ocean, 
on tlie North it hath l art ary adjoining feparated by a Wall, whofc yet un-dif-S 
covered bounds are extended even unto the Frozen Sea, and queftionlefs they c ^- C ° 
are in feme part or other continued to the North part of America with Anian 
whither it be a ftraight or Ijibmos , although unto this very time fas with great 
pains it was fearched after by the Fathers of our Society employed in China ) the 
limits of thefe vaft Kingdoms and Lands have as yet been dete&cd by no Perfon. 

On the Weft it is encompafled partly with Ridges of moft high Mountains* 
partly a Sandy Defart and other Kingdoms, which we (hall difeourfeof anon’ 

Laftly, on the South it is limited with the Sra, the Kingdomes of Touchwuw 
Cochtnchina , Laiim , and others; the Latitude beginneth from 18 Degrees^ 
and extendeth it felf unto 43. that is, it is diftended by the interval of 1440! 

Italian miles from South to North, and from the Weft unto the Eaft it ahnoft 
confifteth of the fame diftancc ; whence the Cbinefes do exprefs it in their Maps 
in the form of a Qiiadratc, although by our Geographers that are better feen in china is dc- 
the Mathematicks, it is deferibed in the Figure of an half Moon. Nowin refe- Sr/i'inlT 
rence unto the conhifion of the names of it, it is fo much as the great diverfity * 

of the adjoining Nations are *, the Spaniards and the Portugal s call i t China, the The Diverfity 
Antients, as it is to be feen in Ptolomy, Sin and S eric a ; the Arabians Sin , and the ofth ? HSH 
Saracens Catay : all which appellations are fo far, I may fay, from being in ufe EmpSV^ 
amongft the C/j/tfe/mhemfelves, that the names are not fo much as known, as it 04 "' 4 * 

, is hence apparent } for it is an immemorij cuftom amongft the Chinefes , that as 

often 
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often as the right of Dominion devolved from one Family unto another, accord- 
ing unto the mutability of Humane Affairs, fo alfo was the Kingdom dignified 
with a new name by him that affumed the Regalities ; which he that doth, doth 
impofe fome glorious title on the Kingdom, according to his will and good plea- 
fure : So in times part: we read that it was called Tan , which is to fay an Empire 
without bounds*, other times Tn, that denoteth reft or repofe*, then H/u, by the 
name of a great Duke i l find it alfo called Sciam , as if you fhould fay amoft 
adorned Kingdom : Cheu fignifieth a Kingdom, that exceedeth all other King- 
doms in perfe&ion } alfo Han, by which word they denominate the Milky-path, 
whence it cometh to pafs that almoft each feveral Nation doth deferibe it by the 
impofition of proper and different terms * now at this day it is called Ciumquo , 
and by fome Ciunhoa 1 whereof the former fignifieth a Garden, by reafon of its 
pleafure, abundancy, and plenty of things, and the latter implyeth the middle, 
becaufe that the Chinefes fuppofe that their Kingdom is fituated in the midft of 
the Earth, which alfo they will have to be quadrate or four-fquare. 

This whole Empire is divided into fifteen Kingdoms, difierminated varioufly, 
of the^m^irc what by mo ^ va ^ ^ lvers in fome places, and Mountains in others } of which 
of 'ST 10 Kingdoms nine are reckoned in the South part, and fix in the North. Nature 
in a manner hath contrived all this complex of Kingdoms unacceffible unto all 
others •, on the Eaft and South the Ocean is fparcely navigable, by reafon of the 
violence of the Tides i and on the Weft the Craggy Ridges of the Mountains 
admit of no paffage^and on the North it at this day is fortified partly by a Defart 
of an unnienfe vaftnefs, and partly by a Wall of poo Italian Miles, ere&ed by 
King Xio, about two hundred Years before the Incarnation of our Saviour, by 
the work of ten hundred thoufand Men, in the fpacc of five Years, for to re* 
ft rain the incurfion of the Tartars 5 fo that being defended by fo many Fortificati- 
ons, it relyethon its own weight : if that you do but only obferve the Wall, it 
is a work that will caufean amazement, which without doubt, if that the Anti- 
ents had arrived unto the knowledge of, they would have reckoned it amongft: 
the Seven Wonders of the World. But let us now fubjoin the names of the 
Kingdoms. 

The Northern Kingdoms of the Empire of China are, 

1. Honam. 

2. Xenfi. 

3. Xanft. 

4. Xantmt. 

5. Peking. 

6. Leautum. 

The Southern Kingdoms of the Empire of China are, 

1. Canton, or Quant ung. 

2. Quangft. 

3. Tunnan. 

4. Fukjen. 

Kiangft. 

6 . Suchnem. 

7. ‘Utquang. 

8 . Chekjant. 

9. Nanl{im. 

That I may comprehend all in brief, here firft I (hall annex a Geographical 
Scheme or Map of the whole Empire divided into fifteen Kingdoms, that you may 

more 
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more clearly difcover the fituation of each Kingdom, and that we may 

* a. L. /*«r a I /n /)< *-% * » * U.m L I . * (* • — _ . * 


to have let flip any thing memorable in reference unto the Cities, Mountains 
Rivers, Lakes, and other occurrences worthy of obfervation y I have here pre- 
fixed this Geographical Table, which contained a Description of all the King- 
doms y from which, as from an alone Compendium, you may find whatfoev^r nrl 
fenteth it felf worthy of consideration. 


I N the Year 162$. when in Siganfn the Metropolis of the Kingdom of •&/;/*, Thefirft fin ^ 
in a certain Village a Trench was digged for the fit foundation of an Edifice mg of the Sj~ 
or Building, it fo hapned, that in the cafting up of the Earth the Labourers Monument, 
chanced to light upon a Stone-Table, worthy of note for its Chinsfian Writing y 
which when that they had extra£led aloft, they began to meafurc its quantity, 
and found it in length p\ of our handfuls, in latitude 5. and in thicknefs about 
one, fculped curioufly with a Crofs y thofe, who fiudioufly viewed it, report 
that the Crofs was bent inwards like to the Lillies, in the manner of that which The figure of 
is to be feen at Meliapore in India , on the Sepulchre of Saint Thomas the Apoftle, iKptfTht 
and not much unlike unto that, which the Knights of the Order of Saint John 0 f Monument * 
Jerafalem bore partly hanging on their necks, and partly fe wed to their garments 
and cloaks. Under this Crofs followeth the Title of thelnfcription, exprefled 
throughout the whole fuperficies of the Stone in the Chinefian Language and Cha- 
racter, as is manifeft from the Figure adjoyned : And as the Chinefes are carried 
as it were by a certain natural propenfity unto things curious y fo alfo the firft re- The 
port of the finding of this Stone prefently attracted a great multitude of their 5 E, r . alIy 
Learned Men, who reforted thither from all Parts. The Governdur of the 
place being moved with the ftrangenefs of this Monument, having more ferioufly The digging 
contemplated the Venerable Antiquity of it, that he might allure and draw rten Monu ' 
many more out of the whole Kingdom, (which Fame had now ccchoed forth, 
to the acquiring of reputation to the City) placed it on a Table or Pedeftal Em P ir e. 
curioufly wrought, within the Court of the Temple of the Bon%ii y and erc&ed 
a Roof over it, partly that it might receive no damage by the injury of time, 
and alfo that as many as were Spe&ators of this unufual Monument might read, 
examine, and deferibe it at their own conveniency. 

And becaufe that on the Margents there were difeovered Characters unknow*' 
unto the Chinefes , intermixed with thofe of their own, they were very penfiv 
and much concerned to know what they related unto, who at Iaft were fatisfit 
by the diligence of our Society, as it will appear more at large in the follo wing Dit 
courfe. Leo the M andorim being now inftru&ed in the Chriftian Faith, firft of 
all others divulged it, exa&ly deferibed unto the whole Kingdom, for the great 
advantage of the Chriftian Religion, which he hoped might accrue from thence • jj» d « >**«*•■ 
with which the Fathers of our Society being excited firft, when that they had 
read it, they could not fufficiently admire the Providence of the Divine Majefty, 
that ftiould condcfcend fo far to difclofe a Monument of fo great Concern for 
the Converfion of the Heathen in this Novel Vintage of Chi ift y wherefore not 
being able to continue, they betook themfelves to Siganftt , the great Metropo- 
litan City of Xenfi , for to be ocular Speftatours of it y of which the firft was 
Father Alvar es Samedus a Fortugnefe, whofe words I fliall the rather alledge, by 
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how much he was the more engaged unto me by the ftrift tyc of Friendfhip, 
whilft that he here remained at Rome Procurators or Provincical, where he rela- 
ted unto me in a familiar Conference all the Obfervations that he had made con- 
cerning the Monument. Now he thus relateth the whole circumfiance in the 
158 Page of his Hiftory, Publilhed in Italian concerning the Affairs of China. 

Three years after, in the Tear 1628. there went f ime Fathers to that Province, upon 
occasion of one , Mandorine being a Chrifiian, whofe name was Philip, who was going 
thither *, the Fathers by the help of the Mandorine , ereSleclboth a Church and a Houje 
in the Metropolis of Siganfu, that finceonr Bleffed Gocl who would that fo fair a Me- 
morial of a hold taken of his Divine Law in that Conntrey (Jjould be clifcovercd , he 
wight alfo be ferved , and the Reftauration of the fame Faith in&ituted in the fame 
place. *Twas granted to me to be of the firft, and I fancied that Manfion happy be- 
caufe of feeing the Monument ,. andwhen l got thither I card not for any thing elfe ; 
I faw it and read it , viewed it , and read it over and over leifnrely , and wholly , and 
confidering its Antiquity, l wondered how it could be fo entire and have its Char a- 
Bers fo clear and cleanly Engraved l nits middle it hath many China CharaBcrs , 

the which contain many Names of Friefls and Bifhops of thofe Times } it hath many 
others which then were not known , becaufe they are neither Hebrew nor Greel^,and 
which though as for all I hear , contain the fame Names , to the end f that if perchance 
any fir anger fljuulcl not be able to read thofe of the Conntrey , they might happily under * 
fianclthe Forraign ones. Afterwards pafjing by Coccino, I arrived at Granganor, ihc 
Seat of the Arch-Bifhop of Coffa, for to con] wk upon thefe CharaBers with Father 
Antonio Fernandez of our Society ( mofl excellently skilled in the CharaBers of this 
St. Thomas his Chrijlianity) told me that they were Syriack CharaBers , and fuchat 
were in nfe there . Thus Father Alnares Samedeus. 

J^interprc- And when that there were very few that had the knowledge of the 
syriacicut- Syriac\ Letters, at length being feint* unto Rome they came unto my hands, 
whence I firft (if that I be not deceived ) gave the firft interpretation of 
them in my Trodromus Coptus , as I {hall {hew more at large anon ; yet not 
withftanding I could not obtain them all, becaufe that fome of them being 
deferibed in disjoyned Papers, perad venture were Tranfcribed from the Au- 
thentick Copy only to give a certain fpecimen or reliffi } but when not long af- 
ter the perfed exemplar of the Original (which alfo at the day is to be ieen in 
the Library of the Roman Colledge) was lent unto me, then in troth Ieffeemed 
it requifiteto finifh all and every part of them in this, as a very convenient place, 
with a more exaft Interpretation both of the Chinefian and Chaldean Characters. 
Father Mar- Father Martinius Martini coming unto Rome after Samedius , did not only give 
mXtifmen-rne an account of the Monument by word of mouth, but alfo relateth the mat- 
KLi!' n Ter at large in his Atlas, Page 44. in thefe words, where treating of the Pro- 
vince ol Xenfi Thar, faith he, which maketh this Province the more Famous, 
is that moft Antient Stone Sculped partly with Chinefian Characters, concerning 
the Introduction of the Gofpsl by the Succeffours of the Apoftles into China 5 
thereon are Regiffred the names of the Biffiops and Priefts ot that time, and the 
Favours and Incliilgencies of the Chinefian Emperours ; there is alfo contained in 
it a fliort,but a moft exaCt and admirable explication of the Chriftian Law, com- 
pofed in a moft eloquent Chinejian Style s concerning which by Gods afliftance 
I fhall Treat more fully in my fecond Decade of the Epitome of the Chinefian Hi- 
Rory. This Stone was found, Anno 1623. when in the City Sanyun aTreilch 
was prepared, by calling up of the Earth, for laying of the Foundation of a 
Wall } the Governour of the place being anon informed more certainly of it, when 
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that he had exaCJJy the Foot-Reps of Venerable Antiquity, of which the Chine- 
Jcs are wonderful Admirers, immediately he took order to have the whole In- 
lcription ot the Monument that was found, Engraven on another Stone of the 
lame Magnitude obferving and keeping the fame ftrokes of the Chafers 
as faithfully, and as pofiibly might be: The firifi: draught of which the Fathers 
or our Society oil parched to Rome, together with the Interpretation, where at this 
day it is preferved in the Library of the Roman Colledge ; the Figure of the Stone 
is extended after the mode of a Parallelogram, five hands broad, one thick and 
alinoft ten long ; on the top is a Crofs, fomewhat like that of the Knights of 
Malta : It that any one defireth a more accurate account of it, he (hall find the 
matter more fully explained and cleared in the frodromns Coplus of the Reve- 
rend father Atbanafms Kirche t ; and in the relation of the Reverend Father 
Alvar us Samclns , concerning the Tranfatfions of China. The Fathers of our So- 
ciety then again rcRored the knowledge of the Law of God, obliterated andal- 
moft blotted out of the Memory of Men by the interval of a long Series of time, 
they ha ving ereCted many Temples to the living and true God, and Adminifircd 
them with confpicuous and fignal Piety : Two of our Fathers do there Rrenu- 
oufly cultivate that new Vineyard of the Lord, one of them having fixed his Ra- 
tion in the Metropolis, the other travelling hither and thither throughout the 
Province; where the greater neceffity requireth, for the promotion of the Wor- 
fhip of God and the good of Souls, that he may every where break and commu- 
nicate the Bread of Salvation to all that require the fame. Thus Father Martinins 
Martini. 

Father Michael Bohn at length arrived here, who brought me a more exaft re- 
lation of this Monument then any other, he mended all the defers in deferibing 
of it from a Chinefian Manufcript, which I have in my Rudy, and in my prefence 
perfected a new and fiiorc Interpretation of the whole Table word for word, by 
the aflifiance of his affociate Andreas Don Sin a Native of China , a Perfon ex- 
cellently verfed in his Native Language : all which he defired might be recorded 
in the fubfequent Epifile which he prefenteth to the Reader ; in which he 
hath exaflly delcribed the Series of the whole matter, and whatfoever may 
afford it felf worthy of confideration in this Monument; which EpiRIe I 
have judged meet, with his affent, to be here prefixed as a Luculent Te- 
Rimony of the Truth of this Interpretation, and alfo for a Jafting and durable 
prefervatory of the matter ; and I have taken care to have the draught of this 
Monument brought from China , the Original of which even now may be feen in 
my Study to be Infcu’Ipcd, keeping its Genuine Notes and Characters, both thofe 
of the Chinefes and Chaldeans , and alfo with the addition of Scholiast the fore- 
Laid EpiRIe of Father Michael R^/wfolloweth. 

Father Michael Boiin a Polonian of the Society ofjefus> wifheth all 
Happinefs to the rvell-affeftecl Reader. 

i.. :■ ,‘.»qc ' •' ' . , .. ! ' ;* _■ ; . , • 

A Mongfi the Monuments found in China concerning the Catholick Faith 
there Preached, a Marble Stone of Chinefian writing Engraved about a 
thoular.d years fince, with Antient Syrian Characters, which they term EJirangelo , 
and the Subfcription of che Chaldean PrieRs,claimeth the precedency of place. 

Although that long fince there hath been Imprinted an Interpretation of this. 
Monument performed by Father Athanafius Kircher in the Latin, and after him 
by Father ‘Alvares Samcdus in the Italian , who himfelf faw the Monument; yet 
notwithfianding bccaufe that both of them have only attained thefenfe of the 
written Stone, and the former alfo had not as Vet obtained out of China the Sy- 
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fore refolve ? jn the Chinefian and Latine Charaflers, with a Latme In- 

ttrStion word for word, retaining the Cbmcf.an Phrafe, and alio to propofe 
and (hew unto all perfons all the Syriack Subfct.pttons of the S,™»x comntenta- 
by AlbanafL Kircbtr, a Petfon excellently accompl. filed the Ungua- 

W|[ y h ot her Cbimfian occurrences, as fo many obvtous teflnnomes of the Ca- 
fholick Verity, and that 1 may comprehend all in a word, to expofc the Stone it 
felf to the eve of the whole world in the Chinefian Idiome, as it was fculped in 
he year of Chrift 78a i that from this moft ancient teftimony every one may con- 
eflure, how true the Doflrine of the Cathol.cks is, feeing that the fame was 
preached in an oppofite Quarter of the World amongft the Chnefea, Anno 6 ) 6 . of 
^ Qavlour that is about 1000 years fince. The Chinefian Original of the 
Stone is now conferred in the Library of the Ron, an Colledge that belonged, unto 
the Fathers of the Society of Jefus, and another Copy is .0 be feen the Repofi- 
torv of the Houfe of the Proteffion. I my felf alfo obtained from the moft Grave 
Chinefian Doaors and Matters (atthat very time that the Monument was found) 
a Book Printed in the Chinefian Language, in which the ^/nting of the Stone 
was moft truly and exaaiy expreffed according to the true Original. They ad- 
vife the Chine fes in the larger Preface adjoyned to the Book, that at length they 
would have recourfe to the Matters of the great Occident (for fo they term the 
Fathers of the Society of Jefus) and difcover whether that they preach the fame 
Law amongft the Chinefes, which their Anceftors with fo many Emperours em- 
braced a thoufand Centuries ago, and which the Fathers of the Society of Je us 
exhibited in the Books Printed in the Chinefian Language before that the Stone 
was found. Now it only remaineth that I (hould declare how this Marble Table 

^When^that after the death of Saint Francis Xavier, the Venerable 
Mat them Riccins and other Fathers of the Society of Jefus had intro^uced^ the 
Gofpel of Chrift into the more innermoft parts of China , and had eretle 
dencies and Churches in fome Provinces, and therefore t ej propagation ° 
Holy Faith had made no fmall progrefs in that of Xenfi , nno ■ 5 * 
when that fome one Perfon of the Society of Jefus invited by Doftor Philip had 
baptized twenty Perfons, in his Native Country of Sanyven and that he went 
with the fame Doaor to fee a Stone, which they had found fome mmuhs before 
in the Village Chenche conjoyned to the Metropolis Stganfu, whilft that thy 
caft up the rubHh for the building of a Wall. This Father writes (which other 
Fathers alfo, that had fixed their abode and ereaed a Churcr i m S 'g a f'™™ 
the Chriftians and Gentiles affirmed) that a Stone was found five hands b^d 
one thick, and nine and more long i the top of the Stone made like to an oblong 
Pyramid of two hands, and one broad i on the Vertex the Crofs was engraven 
above the Clouds, that with its branches feemed to imitate the Flower-Ueluce , 
befidcs the Chinefian Infcription, on the left fide, and beneat 1, t ere appeare 
the Syrian Names of the Syrian Priefts, and alfo other Chinefian Names oi the 
fame Priefts under-written. (It is the Cuftom of the Chinefes to have many 
Names ; whence alfo the Chriftians at this day retain both the Name ol tfte 
Saints they received in Baptifm, and another Chinefian Name.) The overnour 
of the place being certified concerning the finding of the Monument, mitten 
both with the novelty of the thing, and with an Omen (for on that very ay 
his Son departed the World) commanded an elegant Compofition to be ma e 
in the praife of the Monument found, and to be engraved on fuch another 1 e 
Marble ftone, caufing both of them to be placed in the Fane or Temple o ^ e 
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Bon~Ji, that are called Tan Sit , a mile diftant from the Wall, of the Metropolitan 
Siganfn, as a perpetual remembrance of the fame. ^ 
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inac oocn une oia ana new icjtimomes might attest the identity of the Catho- 
lick Faith, and the truth of the Gofpel might be rendred perfpicuousand manifeft 
unto all. The like Images of the Holy Crofs were feen in the Province of 
Fobien, Anno 1630. in the Province Kiamfi alfo a miraculous light dione 
forth, 1635. that was beheld by the Gentiles ; and alfo in the Mountains of 
Fokjcn y and in the City of Cynenchen , Anno 1643. Crofles were found, 
yea, the Venerable Father Marline Kiccins , when that firft he came into China ] 
found Xe tfu Kiao, to be a name fignifying the Do&rine of the Crofles, by 
which the Chriftians Anciently, that were Diiciples of that Do&rine of the Crofs 
were named ; and I doubt not at all but that there were Chriftians in the King- 
doms of China, when that the Tartars about 300 Years paft firft invaded China, ManyC<lrim . 
and that they lived there mixed with Saracens, Jews, Nejlorians, and Gentiles , ans in China 
that is to lay, in the tune of A ittreus Panins VctiGtns^ who travelled unto Catay m&wTmIm 
which is the very fame with China. ’ VenttM ' 

And now whether that Saint Thomas or any other Apoftlc-firft Preached the 
Gofpel to the Chinefes, is not yet certainly known. Father Nicholas Trigantius Ski£' 
colle&eth from fome Ancient Tcftimonies of the Chriftians of the Church ofpwfflS 
Malabar in the Arch-bifhoprick of Cranganor, or De Serra , which are termed 6W 
the Chriftians of Saint Thomas , That in that place, as alfo in Meliapor 
('which formerly was called Calamina , and now by the Portugal s San 
Thome) that the Holy Apoftle Preached there, byreafon that out of t\ie\tQa%d 
or Trcafury in the office of Saint Thomas is recited or rehearfed ; That by Saint * 

Thomas the Chinefes and Ethiopians were converted to the Truth } by Saint Tho- 
mas the Kingdom of Heaven took its flight and afeended to the Chinefes ; and 
in the Antiphony , the Ethiopians , Indians , Chinefes , Pcrfians , in Commemoration 
of Saint Thomas , offer up Adoration unto thy Holy name } alfo in an Antient Sy- 
nodical Canon, the Bifliops of the great Province, <vr~. thofc other Metropoli- 
tans of China, India and Pafes , do fend their Letters of confent ; adde withal 
that he that Governed the Church De Serra y at the coming of the Fortugals fub- 
feribed hitnfelf Metropolitan of all India and China'-, but in truth things being 
more narrowly confidered from thofe circumftances and foorfteps, which began 
to be manifeft after the time of Father Trigantius ; We cannot certainly con- 
clude that Saint Thomas the Apoffle Preached the Gofpel himfelf amongft the 
Chinefes for although thclc footfteps of the Faith of Chrift here found, do evi- 
dently (hew, that the Chriftian Belief hath been in China^'ct notwithftanding thofe 
very Paths or Tracis do demonftpatc that the Faith had its entrance into China, At what time 
when that the Family of ileuhan ruled over three Kingdoms (which is now Nan - Fajthemred 
hjn the third of the Empire) >fc*. in the Province Kiangfi , atthefhore of the intoC/j '"' 1 ' 
River j for Ant r on Crofs is feen and read to have been fixed in the Chinefian 
Compute, (which Crofs weighed about 3000 weight ) this Computation falleth in 
the year of Chrift, 239. whence the Faith and the Preachers of the fame are cer- 
tainly evinced to have come amongft the Southern Chinefes almoft above 1415 
Years ago. But in fome Years following (the knowledge of the Go (pel The Faith a- 
being extinguished ) was again renewed by Priefts out of Tacyu , that is, 

India , or Syria , in Xenji a Northern Kingdom of the Chinefes , the Royal fed. 

Family df Tath reigning, Anno 639. as the Monument that was found avoucheth, 
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where having related the Preachers of the Faith of Chnft at that time amongft 
the Chinefes , mentioneth not Saint Thomas or any other Apoftle, which yet if 
Infculpcd, would have been of confiderable moment unto their purpofe who 
crewed the Stone, e /«.. Tliat the Preachers of the Faith again Preached the fame 
Law that Saint Thomas or fome other Apoftle Preached amongft the Chinefes * 
moreovei it is evident, that thole Preachers o fTacyu had no knowledge of Saint 
Thomas or any other Apoftles Preaching the Law of Chrift unto the C hinefes * 
and a conjure may be made, that perad venture neither Saint Thomas or any 
other Apoftle introduced the Gofpel amongft the Chinefes 5 and that I may fpeak 
molt moderately, nothing can be certainly deduced or drawn concerning this 
matter from the footfteps here found ; and the paftages above alledged are onlv 
able to prove, that thofe Priefts were lent from the Church of Saint Thomas , or 
Babylon, vihic\\ then Governed the Malabran Church De Sena , belonging unto 
. ^phrrltiaris of Saint Thomas (as the Portugals afterwards found ) to ereft an 
Epilcopal Seat, and to introduce the Faith amongft the People of China, feeing 
that this is tcftilied by the Anticnt Syrian Language called Ejlrangelo , which is 
now retained in that Church, and was in former times in ufe in Babylon and Syria ; 
And as for the Orations compofcd in the Praife of Saint Thomas the Apoftle, they 
* ^ 7 . C, '? e u ^derftood how that by the Merits of Saint Thomas the Apoftle, and 
from his Church the Priefts perchance introduced firft of all the Faith which 
they had received from Saint Thomas the Apoftle amongft the Chinefes -, and 
therefore defervedly their con verfion ought to be attributed unto Saint Thomas ; 
wherefore feeing that there is no mention of Saint Thomas to be found 

111,1 C /r at 1 P rcac hed, hitherto difeovered, we cannot for a cer- 

tainaiiert that Saint Thomas or any other Apoftle Preached the Gofpel unto the 
;/; 7 ^cr,biit I rather think that many Ages after the Chriftians of Presbyter Johns 
Countrey (whole Emperour, Marcus Panins Venetus calleth Vfan Can ) who are 
tc ™ edth e Worfliippersof the Crofs, were thofe that entered into China either 
EM* w ‘ r, , , or 3 IittIe bcfore : for thofe from India , or rather from the Sy. 
ers of 'he Chaldea, or thole o( Malabar, as they are far more Antient then the Tartar 
lrthians, fo would they have called their Difciples that were followers of a 
m ? r . c S ca t Uofoinc Kin Kiao ; but I believe that thofe Preachers came not out 
ot naia, tor the Syrian Language and Names reiftifieth them to be Syr, am, and 
they termed themfe ves Jwr.orof India, by reafon that they Preached that Law 
nonnne which had its Original from India : But from what place thofe Syri- 
uttPtiefts came as alfo their Syrian Subfctiptions, thefe I fay we leave to the in- 
diiltrioas difquifitions of the Reverend Father Athanafiur Kircber, a Perfon high- 
y meriting ot all Antiquity ; which that he may accomplilh with the greater fide- 

WrW- T ' Cy r U , nt °, t . hat 1 cnd and purpofe we have prefented alfo the fame 
r , ng ’ Tranfcribed in the Chinefe out of the Book, by the new labour and 
10 e and only hand of Don Chin Andreas, a Noble Chinefian Youth, the infe- 
parabie companion of my Voyage to Koine unto the Apoftolick See (which Book 
was Imprinted and divulged throughout the whole Empire by the Chinefian Do- 

rcndereH Cn f b ° th ° f great F,deI '7 and Authority ) with my Latine Trauflation 
detedfotwotd; and I have laid up the Book that is altogether confonant to 

M a f ^° n Tf nt > 111 ‘>’f ftudy of the fame Father, which is a certain rich 
gazmc of Curiofitics, together with an Attcftation of the Faft, by the Subfcri- 
ion ot my own Hand, and the Hands of thofe that were Natives of China. Rome 
tile 4. ot November, Anno 1*53. Father Michael Boim. 

Andreas Don Sin a Chinefe. 

r, • rr r i Matthew a Chinefe. 

Eyc-witnefles of the Monument, as alfo the Tranfcribers of this Table from 
the Original. j 
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^ P araphrajlical Declaration op a Cdnncfe Inpcription , TV an flawed word pot" word 
firft out op the Chinefe Language into the Portuguefe, out op that into Italian, 
and prom the Italian into the Latine Tongue . 

The Declaration op Xiu Piu, or as the Commentator hath it , made by a Priejl op the 

Kingdom of Judsea, that was called Kim Lim. 

T HIS therefore I fay, That he who was always true and undifturbed, being 
without any beginning, of a moft profound Intel led and eternal Eflence, 
by his moft excellent Power out of nothing created all things, and by his divine the creation 
Wifdom made the Saints : This is that Divine Eflence, Three in Perfon, but One ofalIthin8S ’ 
in Subftance, Our Lord, who being certainly infallible without beginning, Old d 
ytt (which in the Chaldee fignifics the fame with Eloha) made the four Parts of 
the World in form of a Crofs, gathering together the Chaos : He formed two 
Kis (that is, two Virtues or two Qualities called Inyam , the Commentator names KktXAl „ h # 
them two Principles) changed the Abyfs, that is, he took away the Darknefs t and inth * 
the Heavens and the Earth appeared. He formed, the Sun and Moon, that by Tongue, 
their continual motions they (hould diftinguifh the night and the day : He fet to- 
gether and built all things. But when he created the firft Man, betides his Being 
he endowed him with original righteoufnefs, appointing him Lord of the whole 
Univerfe ; which at firft of his own nature was empty and vile, filled with him- 
felf, of a plain and equal Under ftanding, and having no mixture of any inordi- 
nate appetite. 

2. But afterwards by cunning deceits the Devil brought it to pafs, that Adam The Fall 
infefled whatever was before naturally and in its felf pure and perfcfl ; that is, Adam ' 
he was the caufe of fowing the feeds of malice (that general difturber of the 
Peace) in his heart, whereby the equal temper of his uprightnefs was altered, 
and difeord fraudulently introduced : From whence in procefs of time three hun- 3$s seas, 
dred fixty and five Sefls having one after another fprung , each of which drew to 
themfelves as many as they could delude ; fome reverencing the Creature inftead 
of the Creator; others made an empty Principle of all things, and a real Ens, 

(to this alludes the S efl of the Pagodi and Learned Chinefes) becaufe they aflert, 
that the Principle which produced all things was void ; that the fame is to them, 
fubtile and undifcernable to the fenfes, although in it felf it be a real and pofi- 
tive Principle. But the Learned fay, that the Principle of things is not only 
real and pofitivc, but moreover that it was of fuch a figure and corpulency as 
might eafily be comprehended by fenfe : Some did feek happinefs by Sacrifices : 

Others took a pride to deceive men under the fpecious fiiew of goodnefs, ufing 
all their skill and indufiry therein, yea making all their diligence and intentions 
fubfervient to their affe&ions : But in vain and without any profit did they la- 
bour, ftill making their progrefs from bad to vvorfe, as it happens to thofe that 
would ftrike fire out of an earthen vefiel, they adde darknefsto darknefs, and fo 
indeed once leaving the true path, they can never return to the way of life. 

3. Then one of the divine Perfonsof the moft Holy Trinity, cal led the Mejias, Th e incama- 
by contrafling and hiding his Majefty, and accommodating himlelf to humane n* -gj* 
ture, was made Man. Wherefore for the declaring thefe joyful tidings he fe- 
lefled an Angel, and was born of a Virgin in JncUa. A great Star proclaimed 
this felicity, fo that Kings feeing its brightnefs. came and offered Prefents, that 
the Law and Prophcfies of the 24 Prophets might be fulfilled . He governed the 
World by One great Law, founded the divine and lpiritual Law without any 
thundring of words, and confirmed it with the leal of a true Faith. He pronoun- 
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77 d^i>c Beatitudes, turned mundane things ,nto eternal, opened the gate of 
the three Theological Virtues, and gave Life by deftroymg Death : He defended 
, IMI in perron and brought confufion to the D.evil and his Angels: He 
wafted good men. to Heaven in the (hip of his Piety, and gave Salvation to the 
: 0 f tl . c I„ft Thefe things finifiied about noon, by his wonderful power 

he afended into Heaven, leaving feven and twenty Tomes or Volumes of his 
Doflrine to open a way for the convert, on of the World : He mfl.tuted Baptifm 
by Water and the Spirit, for the walhing avyay of fins and clcanfing the World : 
He made ufc of the Crofs, that he might take in all without exception, flirting 
lip all by the voice of Charity, commanding to wotfiup towards the Baft, that 

they might proceed in the way of a glorious life. 

A His Miniftets or Pricfis for outward ornament fake nourifh their beards, but 
{have the crowns of their heads, that they may (hew they are inwardly inclined 
to no evil : They ufe no Servants : In Prosperity and Adverfity they (hew won- 
derful humility, making themfelves equal to the meaneft : They heap not up 
Riches but make them all common : They obferve Fafts as well for mortifica- 
tion of their Paflions as obfervation of the Divine Precepts : They bear all awe- 
ful reverence to their Supcriours, who are equally as themfelves retired from the 
World ; feven times a day they pray as well for the Living as the Dead $ and 
one of feven days they keep holy, to purge their Souls from fin, and rcftorc them 
The Excel ien- to purity. And becaufe this infallible and well-grounded Law is fo excellent, 
^ of * the , ir is a vctv difficult thins to appropriate to it a congruous name , tor the errects 

and find out all things with the elected petfpicacityiwhere- 
upon as ncccffary it was intitled Kim hjM, that is, The Great and Perfpicuous 

La r The Law, where there arc no Royal Perfons, is neither extended nor dila- 
ted • vet Perfons Royal without the Law ate not worthy of efteem: The few 

therefore and Princes concording and as it were meeting in one, forthwith the 
World is illuminated. In this famous time a King named Tttt mm^m 
with fingular Prudence and Sanctity governing China, came out of JutUa.Mm 
of very great virtue, filled Old p.,en, who brought as it were from the Clouds 
this true Doarine : And driven by the winds, by the help of Hydrographical 
Maps (having fuftained many dangers and much labour) at length in the Year 
Chin anon & jeu fie , that is, Six hundred thirty fix, he arrived at tie mgs 
Palace When the King heard thereof, he commanded the famous Colao called 
Pam Kim Lym, that he fliould tide to meet this new Gueft towards the Weft, 
that is, towards the Suburbs of the City,, and fliould bring him to the Palace 
with all kindnefs and refpea i then he direfied him to declare his Doarine there, 
when at once he fearched out the truth of the Law ; ^hereof being fatisfied, he 
,,, ferioufly commanded the fame to be preached and publilhed with efficacy and re- 
trough cto*. vere nce through his whole Kingdom: And in the fame Year 12 inquony 
(which is 636.) he wrote back in this manner. (The tenour of the Promulgati- 
on is*as follows.) _ . . 1 

The true Law hath no determinate name, nor have the Saints any limited 

place where they remain •, they run to all Parts that they may mfiruft the World, 
being intent with might and main to do good and fuccour the aniiited people. 
Out of this Kingdom of Tancin (or Jud«a) Oh pnen , a Man of moft eminent 
virtue, fromfuch remote places brought and prefented his Doarine and certain 
Thevenerati- Images toour Princely Palace : Whofe intentions to inftrua us, we having exa- 
on of images. t o the bottom, do find his Doarine moft excellent, without any exterior 

clamour, and taking its original from the Creation of the World : This Doarine 
confifis not in multitude of words, nor doth it lay only a fuperficial foundation 
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for truth, but brings profit and falvation to Mankind : Wherefore it is nicer 
that it be divulged through our whole Empire. He commanded alfd^he Man- 
dorine called Nim F am to build a large Church, and to appoint one andtvfcwy AchurJhii 
Minifters to officiate therein. The Author Kim Lint praifes this Kints 
for enervating the ftrength of the Monarchy of Chen Olad in, that is, the Head 
of the Se& Stai in or Taufu. He departed in a black Chariot towards the Weft, 
that is, out of China: But where the Great Tam is made famous with Tao, the 
holy Gofpel is brought into China . A little after the King caufed the Effigies of 
the fame Olo puen, who as we faid firft preached here the Gofpel, carefully and 
exactly to be painted, and fo to be faftned to the wall. This mo ft excellent 
Figure fliines at the Gates of the Church, and his memory will always be reful- 
gent in the World. 

6. According to Geographers who mention thofe Weftern Parts, and by the Thedefcript*. 
Hiftorians of the Kingdoms Han and Guei y the Kingdom Tan cin (that is 

on the South is bounded by the Red Sea *, on the North it hath the Mountains ^ 4accor ^. 
of Pearls *, on the Weft Boco dasfnllas (which what it is, is hard to conje&ure, ^Geogr*- 
but I guefs it to be Carmel) bounds it } Jaftly, on the Eaft it borders on tliis pher *‘ 
place Ciamfam and the dead water : This Land cafts forth allies yet hoc with 
fire (perhaps he means the Afphalticl^ LakeJ) produces Balfamum, little Gems 
and Carbuncles (by which he leerns to. mean Egypt with the Coaft of the Red 
Sea, where the things, aforefaid are found.) There are neither Thieves nor Mur- 
derers, but the people live in peace and comfort : They admit no Religion into 
the Kingdom but the Gofpel, nor do they confer any Dignities but on Perfons 
meriting the fame by virtue : Their Buildings are large i in a word, the King- 
dom is famous for Poetry, Order, and Good Manners. 

7. Docao , or Caecum, Cum the Son of 7 ai cum, came to the Government in the 
year of our Lord 6^1. (Our Author Kim Lim Ipeaksthusof him.) Caovim , 
otherwife Caecum, a very great Prince, not at all degenerating from the virtues of 
his Grandfather, was pleafed with honour to continue his good intent, and alfd 
nobly to improve what ere his Father had begun, he commanded Churches to be 
built in all the Provinces, at the fame time alfo ennobling Olo pnen with the Title 

of Bifliop of the Great Law, which governs the Kingdom of China. Hereupon TheGofpeia 
the Law of God was promulgated through all the ten Provinces of China , the fh 7 ough*e 
Kingdom enjoyed a flouriffiing Peace, all the Cities were filled with Churches, ^ n c ^ inceS 
and the People profpered under their Evangelical felicity. 

8. In this year called X/w/ic, which is all one with the year of our Lord 6 pp. 

the £>t?»x.zi, Followers of the Fagods, making ufe of their ftrength, with a huge p er f ecution 3 . 
clamour aloud blafphemed our holy Law in the place which is called Turn 
in the Province of Honan and in the end of another year called Sien tien , which 
anfwerstothe yearof our l*ord 713, certain private men in Sieno, which was the 
ancient Palace of Vcnvam{ the Commentator will have it to be Siganfu in the Pro- 
vince of Xenfi) were fo audacious as to rail againft our holy Law with mocks, 
flouts and opprobrious language. 

9. At this time there was one of the chief of the Priefts (a Bifiiop as it Ihouid 
f cc in) by name John , and another man of great Virtue and Eminency, by name 
Kie Lie, with other Nobles and Perfons belonging to them, no lefs honoured for 
their fame, than refpefted for their contempt of worldly affairs ; began again to 
revive and preach their moft Excellent Gofpel, and to tye together thofe threads 
which by the malice of the Devil had been broken : And the King Hiuen cum 
rhitao , who began his Reign in the year 719, commanded live of his Principal 
Officers that they fliould go in perfon into that happy houfe (meaning the Church) 
and ereft Altars. Then the Pillar of the Law , which for a fhort time had 

IS been 


’ 


■4- zATH A 3\(_A SIVS KJ^CHE^ 

been laid gioveling, began anew to rife and flourifli. In the beginning of 
the year Tien pao, being the year of our Lord 743. King Ota Ciam Knen (the 
name of his Title) gave ftri& command to Cuolie fie (an Eunuch in extraordinary 
favour and power with him) that he fliould carry the true Effigies of the five 
Kings his Prcdeceffors and Grandfathers, and place them in the Church, whither 
alio he -fliould fend an hundred meafure of precious things for celebrating the So- 
lemnity (the Author Kim Urn faith in honour of the faid Kings) of the Long 

£abff /e Bcard of thc Dra g° n a,thou S h far off, never thelefs he could take into his hands 
the Bows and Swords (alluding to a certain ancient ftory of the fame King, who 
was faigned to have afeended into the Air fitting upon the back of a Dragon, 
whom his Servants, pretending to go with him, furnifhed with feveral forts of 
Arms j but thole that remained, pulling at the Dragons beard, took away certain 
of the Arms, in memory of the Laid King, by them looking upon him as prefent.) 
The Author of this writing here alludes to this Hiftory, to declare that the Effi- 
gies of thole memorable Kings ferved to him then reigning, as if themfelveshad 
been alive and prelent', and therefore he fubjoyns • The Excellency of thefe 
Images (hewing the perfons to us, as if really prefent. 

cheTcomes^* IO ’ In ) ear lie ” P ao ' being ^ 1C y car of our Lord 745, there was in 

out of judta Jud<ea, otheis lay India , one Kieho a Prieft, who was conduced into China by 
in threat thc hejp 0 f the Stars, and looki ng upon the Sun (this was a Ceremony of thofe 
vvho are admitted to I peak with our Empcrour) he was forthwith brought into 
his prefence : But the Emperour commanded that the Prieft John and Paul with 
others of that Profeffion, and the faid fo eminently virtuous Perfon Kieho , fliould 
betake thcmfelves to the Palace Him Kim, to worlhip and perform other holy Afts 
of Devotion. At this time his Royal Grants were kept in Tables in the Church, 
according to order richly adorned and gliftering with red and blew ; and the 
empty fpace was filled with the Royal Plume, afeending and reaching even to the 
Sun : His favours and donations are compared to the height of the Mountains of 
the South, and the abundance of his ‘benefits equal the depth of the Eaft Sea : 
Reafon cannot but well like a thing fo approved and worthy to be remembred. 
KiIi75Tc«w 7 ‘^^ erc ^ ore tBe Cum nen men or Ven min , who began to reign in the year 

hi” virtues'* c °rnroanded Churches to be built in Pint fun fen and five other Cities by a 

new Proclamation. 1 his King was of a moft acute ingenuity, under whom a 
“ a PP ,ne ft was opened to the whole Kingdom, and hereby all the Royal 
Affairs of State were adminiftred andprofpered with applaufe, rejoycing and fe* 

SSlf . */• T ’ 1C K r in § Ta j cnm Hcn V" com lng to the Throne in 7 d 4 , and enjoying 
King Tai cum. the benefit of good times, managed all the Affairs of the Kingdom without any 

difficulty. At the Fcafi of Chi ifts Birth every year he fent certain excellent Per- 
fumes in a thankful remembrance, and affigned Princely Provifion of all kinds in 
i°noui ° t ic Miniftcrs of that holy Law : Surely the Heaven gives beauty and 
perfea ion to the World, which therefore produccth all things with fo liberal a 
hand: This King imitated Heaven, and therefore knew it was fit to nourifli and 
preierve his own. 

Th t> c„, 8 i. .a. The King Kim c 'uim xim <ven <vn in the year 781. ufed eight ways of re- 
warding the good and chaftifing the bad : He fet forth new Orders for reftoring 

SeG C S. of and rH m r° tin J tHe Gol ! peI : . His G °vernment was full of Excellency : We pray 
and raw of t0 0 * or “jm, «ot blufhiiig thereat : He was eminent for Virtue, humble, 

' P cacca ^ e a ^ d learned, he loved his Neighbour, abounded with Charity to 
u i’ 3 f W3 | S \ ^‘ cat benefactor to all then living : This is the true way and 
t e caeo our 10 y aw, to caule that the winds and the rain return at their 
wonted Seafons, that the World be quiet, Men well governed, Affairs orderly 
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difpofed, fuch as yet are on Earth live well, and thofe that are deccafed enjoy 
reft and peace : To have thefe things in readinefs and be able to give an account 
thereof, proceeds really from our holy Faith, and arc effcfls of the ftren Jth and 
power of our moft facred Gofpel. 

13. The King gave to the Prieft: called Vfn> and one of the chief Preachers 
of the Law, thefe Titles, Kin ju, quant lo taifii , being an Office in the Court, 
and Son fnm cie tu fn lei , being an Office without the Court, and Xi lien tbum 
Kien , another Office alfo (but the explication thereof we have not found in the 
Exemplar ) He gave alfo to the faid Prieft: and Preacher of the Great Law, a The gifts the 
Veftment of Colour blew (which the Italians call di color pavonax,o) this Prieft cd'upon^the" 
was inclined to peace, rcjoyced to do good toothers, with all his endeavours ^“wordof 
ftriving to do Ads of Charity : He came into China from a remote Country and God * 

Place called Vam xi ciu chirn , being Heathenifh, which is the fame as the far di- 

ftant India : He perfe&ly taught feveral Sciences , and his Ads were famous 
through China for above three Generations : At the beginning he waited upon 
the King in his Court, and afterwards his name was entred in the Kings Record 
or ‘Chronicle. 

14. The Govefnour Fuen Tam, called alfo Co cu y, and ennobled with the 
Title of Chum Xulim , at firft: only minded his Military Affairs in the parts of SV-j 
famb but the King So cum , commanded Ay fu or T fn, that he fhould promote 
Co cn y with more favour then the reft (it feems the King commanded Co cuy to 
make him a Councellour) for although his Captain loved him extraordinarily, 
yet he did not like his ordinary method of proceeding *, for (a 9 the Chinefes 
(peak) an Army is the teeth and nails, the eyes and ears of the Commonwealth : 

He knew how to diftribute his Revenues, and not hoard them up at home : He 
offered to the Church a precious thing called Poli (made of glafs as it feems) 
the people of this place name it Cim reguen , others Lintigucn. Befides, he be- 
llowed Tapeftries of thefe Parts interwoven with Gold, called Cie Ki , repaired 
the Churches in fuch manner that he feemed to have founded them anew ; he 
appointed a Court and Houfe for the reading of the Law, beautifying and adorn- 
ing Hofpitals and places of Receipt. Over and above thefe Exercifes of our The Kings 
holy Law, he was very much given to works of Charity, every year calling to- charity, 
gether the four Priefts of the Churches, to whom he cordially performed all offi- 
ces of Love and Service, he provided them of all neceffary things for the fpace 

of fifty days ; he fed fuch as were hungry, cloathed fuch as were naked, took 
care of fuch as were fick and weak, and buried the dead. 

15. In the time of Ta fo there was no fuch goodnefs heard of with all his par- 

cimony (this T a fo was a Bon%ius , a Pagan kind of Prieft) who in a great Affcrn- 
bly of the Bon^ii, wherein was to be confulted concerning the Affairs of their 
Se&, he undertook the office of receiving Strangers and procuring every one all 
things neceffary. (Therefore the Author in handling the works of Charity of 
Oy fie , places him before Ta fo.) But although this was a time wherein the Gof- 
pel was preached, yet we fee there were men void of good works: \A/herefore, thehappy 
That fuch Heroick and Noble Deeds may be declared and let in open view, I haveggS*? 6 
caufed the fame to be engraven upon this great Stone. . SXne. 

16. I fay therefore. The true God is without any beginning, pure, peaceable, 
and unchangeable, he was the firft Creator of all things, hedifeovered the Earth, 
and lifted up the Heaven : One of the Pcrfons for the eternal Salvation of Man- 
kind was made Man, he afeended into Heaven like the Sun, deftroyingdarknefs, 
and in all things eftablifhing a profound verity. 

17. This moft glorious King, who moft truly is the chief King of Kings, who 
takes away all difficulty, ufing his own time : The Heaven was ftretched out, and 

the 
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the Earth extended : Moft noble is our Gofpel brought into the Kingdom of 
T L aflertinc knowledge, ereaing Churches, and being both to the Living and 
Je Dead ^ SgTor |,ide ; and which exalting all felicity, reflored peace 

'° ' t " C t°'r#» continuing in the footfteps of his Grandfather, gave his mind to 
f L pcw bui'din" of Churches, fo that with their loftinefs and magnificence they 
of churches, £1]^ dX Land t but the truth of this Law is its great eft Beauty : He beftowed 
oit the Biflfop a Title of Honour, and the People enjoyed a mirthful peace with- 
out any irkfome toil. , „ , , r . , , 

Th- wife King Vi nen am underftood how to pcrfeverc in the true and 

nolu wav the Tables of the Kings were magnificent and illuftrious, the Royal 
Grant therein flour ilhed and were rcfplendent,their figures gliftered : All the peo- 
ple highly reverenced them, all things were improved, and from hence enjoyed the 

rerfeflion of hapninefs. * . r T . 

1 ao. This King So cm then reigning, came to the Church m proper perfon : The 

Sim of Sanfiity filmed, and the enlightened Clouds difpelled darknefs and ob- 
fcutitv . Thus^elicity being accumulated in the King, Houfc, all vtce was ba- 
nifited, and our Empire refiored by the taking away of Mention. 

. r , J , r 5 The Kin" Tai cum fit was obedient, for virtue he might compare with the 
of theChurch, Heawnand Earth, ^added^ it were life to the people, and made all things 
thrive : He font fweet Perfumes for the giving of thanks, and exerc.fed works 
of Charity : The Sun and the Moon were united in one perlon , that is, all 

flew to perform their duty and obedience to him. , . . 

'M«a* q>. The King Kien am being letted in the Government, (hewed h>mfeIf moft 

virtuous, he pacified the four Seas by force of Arms ; he illuftra ed ten thou- 
fand in his Confines by Literature ; illuminated the Secrets of men like a Candle, 
and as it were in a Looking-glafs feeing all things, revived the whole World, 
fo that even barbarous people took from his example a rule to live by. 

O how great! how perfefl 1 and extending of it felf to all things ts this 
Law 5 ! Willing^ to give a name thereto, I could call it no other then the Drvine 
L«. Former Kings were not to feek how to difpofe of their Aftaus -la (■ 
fal am only able to declare them, and therefore I ereS this mo precious an 
wealthy Stone, to be the Prodaimer of this exceeding felicity- 

2 . 'In the Empire of the Great Tam, in the fecond year of this K,en cum, in 
the year of our Lord 782. on the feyenth day of the Autumn* Month, being 
The Stone,. Sunday for to fay better, / be Lords dny) this Stone was erected Hm cm being 
:Sr^'" e then BifKop of the Cbmfe Church. The Mandonno by name Lmfm.y'n, but 
' ' " by title Ciaoy cm, or as others Cbioy lam (in which Office before him was Tat 

tic fie fu Can Kn,n) made this Infcription with his own hand. . 

And this is the explication of the Infcription engraved on the Stone, tn which 
this truly is worthy of great admiration, that the relation of fo great a variety 
and multiplicity of affairs and things as this Stone contains, could be cotnpnfed 

in fo narrow a (pace, and written with fo few as eighteen thoufand Charaaers. 

Of this Writing there was a double interpretation made, this prefent is mplt 
conformable to that which was made at Peking, and afterwards again by r, 1- 
cbael Boim expofed from the Cbinefe Exemplar, being indeed more elegant and 
proper, and likewife more conformable to the Chtnefe Language i and although 
for that caufe it feem lefs polite in our Tongue > yet neveitbekfs is it rno e o 

quent, and having refpeft to the Phrafe and Stile of the Cte/e Speech, is by iucii 

as profefs themfelves Mafters in the underftanding of that Tongue, judged the 
moft deferving praife of all others. Now it is colleaed from this Monument, 
Chrilf«as f That the Law of Chrift was above one thoufand years ago brought into twjjj 
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alfo with what reverence and honour it was received by the Emperours ; how 
and through what vaft Provinces it was preached how in the fpace of 150 
years, wherein it chiefly flourifhed, it was fpred abroad ; what perfections it 
twice fuftered, and how by little and little it was fo fuppreflcd, that unlefs the 
remembrance had been preferved in this Monument, no footfieps thereof could 
have been traced ; for in all the Chinefe Chronicles, befides the names of the 
Kings and Manclorines , there is hardly any mention of Gofpel preaching or in- 
troduction of our Belief: And this Stone was found a few years before The dime 
the Fathers of the Society of JESUS arrived in China. From whence it ap- SeSng 
pears, that the interpretation of fuch fublime and notable things was only re- S' 101 " 1 ' 
ferved to them, who being eminently infiru&ed in the Science as well of hu- 
mane as divine matters, were to become the Preachers and Propagators of the 
fame Law and Do&rine almoft obliterated by the all-devouring teeth of Time. 

And this may fufficc concerning the Infcription in the Chinefe Language. 

— — ■■■■ i '- I l' m- ' 
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CHAP. VI. 


An Interpretation of the Syr'rack Names infcribedupon the Monument. 

« 

N O W we proceed to the Infcription that is infculped on the Margents 5 
which feeing that it hath remained unexplained hitherto, by reafon of 
the want of men in China that are verfed in thofe Characters, and for that very 
caufe was fent into Europe by the Portugal Fathers of our Society to be explica- 
ted by Perfons skilled in the Syrian Language j I firft of all undertook the Inter- 
pretation thereof, and that with good fuccefs, difeharging the fame with equal 
fidelity and diligence. Now it is engraved on the margents of the Stone in the whuthcSji 
ancient Syriach^ Chara&ers that are termed Eflrangelo y and it containeth the Year, engraven on . 
the Name*, and Offices of thofe Apofiolical Men and Promoters of the Divine 
Law that were then in China when that the Stone was erected. Father Emanuel 
T)iai in a certain Letter written in the Portugal Tongue, dated from Maccao 25. 
of Au^ufi 162$. taketh notice of this Stone and of the Infcriptions mentioned : 

His words tranflated are thefe. 

In the Province of Xenfi in China , where now Tirigautius refideth, a certain 
Stone, of about 24 hands breadth, was digged up i in which is manifeftly 
apparent, that above 1243 years fincc there were Chriftians with (haven Crowns, 
that preached the My fiery of the Trinity and Incarnation, and that the Kings of 
China conferred many favours on them. Do&or Leo defired to have the whole 
mat tcr Printed, firft being tranferibed by the Manclorines that were Chrifiians, 
to (hew all the Myftcrics contained on the Stone, that the fame might more 
plainly appear. Ac prefent we only endeavour that the matter may come to the 
knowledge of the Emperour. Cod profper all to his own glory. 

Father Francis Hurtado , from the Province of Nancheu , alfo confirmeth this, 
and farther addeth,thac in this fame year a paflage was opened into the New Pro- 
vinces of the Empire of China , viz. Xen[i y Xanfi , Fohum ; Which laft is conter- 
mlnate with Couchinchina^ and eafily admitteth of Strangers. And thus pr d- 

F ceeding 
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cceding fays. ‘ Unto thefe were annexed ten or a dozen lines IrTsyriack that I 

£ t » 0ul n n0 f l" 16 . 1 ?'" 5 alfo tbe g ranted % the Kings of China to the 

i rie/b of that Law, were adjoyned. The Verfion was made word for word onr 

‘ of the Chwefe Language. - There were alfo other Tranflations, but they all a tree 
nuhccilcntial matters, ft is recorded in the Books of the Kings of China that 
4 1 if Chr.ft.at. Faith arrived amongft the Cbinefes above m years fince, and tfia 
this Infct iption was made an hundred and forty years after its entrance. Thus Fa 
ther Emanuel Dias But in other Letters of a more late Date, that came from 
Maccao the at. of November 1(527, we find it thus written concerning this Stone. 
Some years fince there was found a very long and ancient Writing engraved on a 

‘ a Tn Syrian Language ; from whence it is evi- 

brought fnto ( c “ ? r a , f ie °‘ OLlr ^ orc * anc * Saviour arrived amongft the Cbinefes about 
V.L“)ZI , ? <s 3 6. Now the Stone was etefted and 

, ,n . fc " bed that IS ,46 years after the preaching of the Law there, by 

which a great Gonverfion unto the Faith was wrought. Churches were built.and 
Bifhops conft, rated. The Kings that governed at that time are reckoned about 

c e n S A. "n fC meS ' K ‘ D ' c ' rcd in tl,ac Srone - a " d who all of them favoured 
the Chriftians i now the Preachers of this Law came out of Paleftine, and other 

adfoymng places. It container!. the chief Myfieries of our Faith, which are ma- 

nifdl from the Infct.ntion. All which are largely evident from the forementi- 

oned Tefi.monies of Father Martinins, Daniel Bartdns, which were col- 

kaed from the Study of the Colledge of our Society. But I think it will be 

worth our time to produce dhu •Syrian Infcription in the fame Strangdick Chara- 

Sers m which ,t was exprefied in China, together with the Interpretation ; efpe- 

cially feeing that the fathers of our Society in China, therefore fent it hither into 

Europe m a particular Folio Prmted m China by the Mafters of that Language, 

for a etter exp.anation of it : For this being explained, I hope it will fo 

come to pafs tnat both the Day, the Names, the Country, and the Offices 

of the Preachers of the Divine Law, and finally our defign, will the more 
evidently be diicovercd. & 

The Infcription o. the Syriacb^ Names is twofold ; one of them fculped on 
t eraargent the other on the foot of the Monument: Becaufe that this latter 
containeth the year of its ereaion, we (hall begin the Thread of our Expofition 
ftom it. 1 he Syrian Infcription is as followeth. ' 

The Syriack Infcription. 

Adam Kafifo 'Vcurapifcupo Vpapafi di%, infian. Bejmne Abo dabohotho Mor Ha- 
”T J. e J“ a K /J l,l C° Pfriarchn. Befanath alf uti faain Marten dia vanoie. 
if rr rrr Vcnrapifmpo de Cnmdan medinah malcutho bar nihh napfo 

Milts Ka/ifo dmn Balehlo Medintbo Tahhurfian Akim Lucho hono Papa di$ta 
bon belo medabarnutho dpharukan Vcaruosuthon dabhain daluat malche dvx,inio. 

Aaam Mefchatnfchono Bar lidbutsad Cttraphifeopo. 

Mar Sargis Kafifo , ‘Vcnrapifcupo. 

Sarnifcbna Kafifo. 

Gabriel Kafijo Varcodia am , Vrifch aihito de CnmhdMdafrag. 

This the Explication of it. 

on tf VZf'fl " r Pral, ? ter ; a " d ^rchbifiop, and Pope of Zindofian or the Red- 
1 ,LIL ' ,10tc > (fat Stan in the Indian Language ligniheth a Region, 

whence 
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whence are derived In do fan, Sinofan , Turfy fan, or Turchefan , and the like names 
that lignifie the faitie, even as the following German names, Friefland , Francfy- 
land , fignifie the^ Regions of Frifia, Francovia , and other innumerable words of 
the likd'kirid, al]\ which are compounded of the German word which as 

the Indian word 57 #*/, is the proper name of a Region or Place. Which I thought 
fit here to alledge, that the Reader might not be ignorant why China is called 
X inclo fan) in the days of the Father of Fathers the Lord Han an Jesua or 
John Jo sue CatholicfyP atriarch (you muft underftand either the Patriarch of 
Alexandria or of Antioch, or of Babylon , who are properly called llniverfal or 
Catholick Patriarchs) in the year 1092. according to the Grecian Compute *, T he 
Lord I id buz ad Prieji and Vicar-Biflop of Cumdan City of the Kingdom (fo 
they phrafe the Metropolis) Son of Mili s, peace be to his Soul, Prieji of Belehh 
a City of Tahurftan, (you muft read Turcbejian ) Pope , (fo they term the Chief in 
any Ecclefiafiical Order) ereSied this Table , and the Adminif ration , or Government 
of our Saviour is ikferibed in it, and alfo the Preaching of our Fathers, who reft de 
with the Kings of China. 

Aclctni the Deacon, Son of Iidbu^ad Epifcopal Vicar. 

Mar 'Sargis Presbyter and Epifcopal Vicar. - 

Santrfehua Presbyter. ; 

Gabriel Presbyter and Arch-Deacon, Head of the Churches of 
Cumdan and Da frag. 

And thefe are found in the Folio imprinted at China, which are alfo feen infculp- 
cd on the Stone. 

But before that I (hall proceed any farther, I muft clear one difficulty, which 
occurreth about the year of the Ereffion of this Stone ; for the year of this Stone 
in the Chinefan Infcription is found fo different from that of the Syridd^,that not a 
few Perfons being perplexed with the diverfity, alledged their doubts unto me 
concerning the true and faithful interpretation of the Monument : For the Por- 
tugal Vetfion out of the Chine ft an Tongue, and the Italian tranflated from the 
Portugal , place the year of the Ere&ion of this Stone in the year 782. after the 
Birth of Chrift •, but the Syriack L Infcription fixeth the time, according to the 
Compute of the Grecians , at the year 1092. which how different it is from the 
other Accompr, is caiily to be difeovered by any one. Now that all thefe par- 
ticulars may be the better reconciled, and this knot alfo unloafed, I thought it 
requisite firft to fet down word for word the Tranflations of the aforefaid In- 
fcription. 

Thus the Portuguefe hath it. 

No noffo Potentaclo do grande Tam, fegundo anno dejie Kien Cium, que cram do 
Senhor 782. nomesde Autuno, no fetlimo dia, diade Domingo, foy allcvantada ejia 
pedra 5 fendo Bifpo Nim Ciu , quegoverna a Igreia da China. 

Thus the Italian. 

Nel nojlroPotentato del granTam, fecondo anno di quejio Kien Cium, cbeeranodel 
Sigiiore 782. nel mefe diAutunno, nel fetlimo giorno , giorno di Dominica, fu inal * 
%ata quejfa pietra j e fendo Vejcouo Nim Citt,che governa la Chief a della China. 


The Italian Verfion is thus. 

In our Dominion of the Grand Tam , fecond year of this Kien Cium, which was 
of our Lord 782. in the Month of Autumn, on the leventhday, upon the Sunday, 
this Monument was ere&ed, Nun Ciu being Biffiop, who is over the Church oi 
China. ... Thc 
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The Interpretation of both of them is this* 

* ■ + i 

In our Potency of the Great Tam, (vit~ the King) in the fecond year of this Kien 
r;,.m which was the year of our Lord 781. in the Month of Autumn, on the fe- 
ventbday, being the Lords day, this Stone was erected, Nim Ciu the B, flop govern- 
ing the Church of China. 

The Syriacb^ Infcription. 

BISNAT ALF VE TISSAIN VE TARTEN DIUNOIO. 

That is, In the year 1 092. according to the Grecian Accompt. 

Now therefore feeing that the Eaftern, or the Greek ( Church, doth agiee for 
the moft part with the Latine Church in the Compute of their years ; it is de- 
AReduftion manded, after what manner thefe years may be reconciled ? I anfwer therefore, 
ot the years That this Monument was marked or fculped with a twofold kind of Computa- 
to the yearuif fi on of the years ufed by the forefaid Promulgers of the Chriftian Law ; vi%. 
Chrift * one being the Ecclefiaftical Accompt of the years of Chrift, which the faithful 
Chriftians every where ufed in China i the other was a Politick, or Civil year, 
which was common to the Syrians, Chaldeans , Arabians , Egyptians, and almofi to 
the whole Eaft *, which that you may the better underftand, you muft obferve 
that the years of the Grecians , of which the Books of the Maccabees make menti- 
on, are the fame with thofe that are otherwife called by the Chaldeans the years 
of the Seleucians , the Syro-Grecians , or Syro-Macedonians but by the HebrerpSy 
the years of Contrafts *, and by the Egyptians the Alexandrian years, or the Ac- 
Mexdnderthe compt from the death of Alexander ; by the Arabians they are termed Dhnl Kar- 
" h y nain , which is as much as to fay, of Alexander holding of two horns (and they 
Karnain. therefore call him fo, either (as Chrijlmannus will have it) becauie that he fub- 
dued both the Eaftern and Occidental parts of the World ; or as I luppofe moic 
probably, from Jupiter Ammon who was figured with the head of a Ram, whole 
Son Alexander would be efteemed ; or in relation unto the He-Goat, unto which 
t)aniel compareth him) or laftly, they are called the years of Philip (which I have 
(hewed above to be called by Albategnius Taricb Abh^uptij ard the Epocha of 
thofe years beginneth 1 2 years compleat after the deceafe of Alexander the Great, 
as Saint Hierome obferveth out of Eufebius on the 9. Chapter of Daniels who 
is followed herein by Ribera , TornieUus , and others. Now although that 
before Julius Ceefar thefe years feem to have had another form, and ano- 
ther beginning of their Month, yet notwithftanding by the common fupputati- 
on they take their entrance from the Calends of Odober. fhe names of the 
Months are either Greeks or Syro~Cbaldean , in other reipecls they agree ^with the 
quantity and form of the Julian year, only that the Intercalary Day is added, 
in this Epocha, or Accompt, ur.to the Month Sabatb , which is anfwerable unto 
oUr Month of February. 

Thefe things being noted before-hand, we place the beginning of the Grecian 
Empire by theconfent of Fufebius , Scaliger, and others, in the year current, be- 
fore the year of the Chriftian Epocha, or Accompt, 310/in the 1 17 th Olympiad, 
according unto the Chronicle of Alexandria ■, tor it is agreed upon by all, that 
Alexander the Great dyed in that very year, in which the 1 14 th Olympiad began, 
in the latter end of the Month Hecatombaon , as Plutarch writeth, before the 
Chriftian Accompt 322. (for Chrift was born in the third year of the 194 th Olym- 
piad confidercd cxclufively) therefore the years of the Kingdoms of the Grecians 


His ‘Dcfcription of China. 21 

beginning or taking place from the year of Chrift 3 10. going on do differ, fo 
that the year 313. of the Kingdom of the Grecians beginneth from the firft year 
of Chrift \ whence it cometh to pafs, that if you adde 310 unto the year of 
Clnift propofed, the beginning year of Alexander will arile in the very year of 
Chrift that is current, or going on *, and if that you fubftraft 3 1 o from the year 
of Alexander , the year of Chrift remaineth, in which that year of Alexander is 
difeovered ; and finally if that the year of Alexander be fubftra&ed from 3 10, 
the number remaining will fiiew the year before the Chriftian Epocha or Ac- 
compt, in which the year of the Grecians began, or in which the ^ra or Com- 
pute of Alexander had its beginning } which Compute the Arabians and /Egypti- 
ans call Taricb Dhnl K amain. 

This being thus demonftrated, if that you fubftraft 310 (which is the diffe- 
rence between the year of Chrift; and the year of Alexander ) from the Grecian , 
or Alexandrian year 1092, that is engraved in Syrian Chara&ers on the Stone, 
there will remain 782, which is the year of Chrift infculpcd on the Stone in 
Chinefidn Chara&ers, exa&Iy anfvvering to the Syro-Grecian , or Alexandrian year* 

A Faradigma of the Compute or Accompt. 


Alexander the Great dyed, according to Plutarch, Olymp. 114 A AB reviateof 

After whofe Death, as Saint tlierome witnefleth, 1 2 years being compleated, the 

Alexandrian Epocha began, <z//x. Olymp. 117 B thisMontt * 

Now. Chrift was born the third year exclufively, Olymp. 194 C 

The Stone was erefted in the Alexandrian year 1092 D 

And in the year of Chrift 782 E 

This being laid down, fubftraft the number B from the number C. and you 
(hall have the difference of the forefaid Olympiads, vii*. 77 Olympiads, which 
being reduced into 4 years, of which each Olympiad doth confift, the produft 
will be 308, and unto thofe adde the two years compleated of the Olympiad in 
which Chrift was born, and you will make 3 10, which being fubftrafted from 1092. 
there remaineth E.the number of the years of Chrift in which the Stone was ere<ft- 
ed. Wherefore with good advifement they engraved a twofold fort of years on 
this Stone, that the Strangers that underftood not the year of Chrift, at leaft 
might be acquainted with the year of Alexander , as fuch as extended farther. 

From hence it is manifeft, that the Syrian , or Chaldean Tongue in thofe times 
was common to the Churches of Syria , Faleftine , /Egypt, and Babylon , yea pecu- 
liar to them in Chrifts time *, fo that it is no wonder that the Golpel of Chrift, 
immediately after the Travels of the Apoftles throughout the whole World, was 
carried from the forementioned places by the Difpenfersof the Word of God 
not only into the 1110ft remote Regions of the Eaft, but alio into the adjacent 
Regions of Babylon , /Egypt, and Mtbiopia , where as if in the native Birth-places 
of the Church, the Syrian or Chaldean Tongue took fuch root, that they ipred 
it throughout all the Coafts of India, as I have faid before, and the utmoft Regi- 
ons of China. But of this more in the following Difcourfes. _ _ 
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OF THE VARIOUS 


VOYAGES * TRAVELS 


UNDERTAKEN INTO 



PART II. 


CHAP. I. 

By a ’hat means , by whom, and by what Voyages, at divers times, the Holy Goff el of 
J Chrijl was introduced into the uttermofl Regions of the Eaji, into India, Tartana, 
China, and other Countries of Afia. 


SEEING that at this very day in India , China , and other 
& Regions of A ft a, there are yet remaining frequent foot- 
fteps of the Chriftian Religion, as I have even now (hew- 
ed, I think it will be worthy the while, if that having 
explained the Syro-Chaldean Monument found in China , I 
do now fet forth in this place, by what way and occafion 
thefe Apoftolical Perl'ons penetrated into fuch moft re- 
|||§ mote Quarters i for having accomplifhed this, it will 
clearly appear that at all times Syria, JEgyp, and Grecia 
have been a Seminary, not only of promoting the Chriftian Religion in the far 
diftant Regions, but alfo before the coming of Chrift they were the Propaga- 
tors of all Superftition throughout the whole World. And that I may proceed 
with the more clearnefs in a matter fo abftrufe, I (hall firft here let down the 
opinions of fome concerning them ; lo that thofe things being difculTed, it may 
more evidently appear, what ought to be refolved concerning the matter pro- 

P° fed - Fir/1 
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Firft therefore there are fome perfons, who affert, that thefe Colonies of the 
Chriftians firft ofallentred into China, and the other Regions of Afta, by theafit- 
ftance of that great Afiaticl^ Emperour, which Authors ufualJy term Presbyter 
John j but then again, feeing that this is a great Controverfie amongft Authors, 
concerning this Emperour, and the Situation, Quality, and Condition of Iris 
Kingdoms or Empire ; I fliall in the firft place alledge fomething concerning 
this Prinfce and his Dominions, for the more clear Explication of the Matter or 
Subjefr, albeit that I have already treated of the fame in my Prodromes Copfus. 


IP ho was that famous Presbyter John, and whither there Were ever 

fitch Emperour s ? 

N O w therefore as the Kings of Egypt were firft called Pharoahs , and after- 
wards Ptolomeys ; thofe of Mauritania , Seriphii thofe of the Perfians 
formerly Xerxes, Arlaxerx.es , and now Sophi *, fo the Name of Presbyter John now 
for a long time denoteth the Dignity of fomeChriftian Princes, whofe Domini- 
ons are placed by the confent of the 1110ft knowing perfons, not amongft the 
Ethiopians , or in any part of Africa , as fome wrongly fuppofed, but in the Con- 
tinent of Afia but yet in what place he ruled, is notexa&ly known. Now that 
fome write, that they were the Kings of Cathay , rendreth the matter more doubt- 
ful, feeing that it hath been difeovered in thefe latter years, that all Cathay 
longeth unto China, and that there is no City or Territory called by this name, habited, 
that is now found without the Bounds of China. And in this all the Fathers of our 
Society, who have continued in China for many years, do agree, who are perfons 
very well feen in Geographical Knowledge ; as Matthew Kiccius , Nicolas Tri - 
gantius , Alvar us Samedus , Michael Boiw, Martin Mart ini us, John Gruberus , 

John Adams , that great Mandorine of the Kingdom of China } and laftly Benedict 
Goesoi the fame Society, who by order from his Superiours travelled from the 
Kingdom of the Magor purpofely to find out Cathay by a Land- voyage, hath fuffi- 
ciently difeovered. I believe that it is not far wide of the truth, that befides that 
portion of Land, which by the name of Cathay was found by the Fathers of our 
Society within the Limits of China , that there is another Quarter of the World 
much larger, conterminate on the North and Weft unto the Empire of China . 

But feeing that all that Region without the Walls of China , is a Defart alrnoft of 
two months travel, incultivated, and deftitute of Inhabitants, it is probable that 
the Region of China , in latter times, as being very much manured, *uid abounding 
in all things, might properly be called Cathay : And that the Defart at this day 
called Kalmul^, and the Regions confining on it without the Walls, in former 
Ages had the name of Cathay the Dcfart, in the adjoyning Kingdoms of which, 
that fame Presbyter John, of whom even now we treated, ruled in the time of our 
Anceftors Marcus Paulus Venptus termeth it the Empire of the great Cham, the 
holy Scriptures, as Arias Montanas will have it, Gog and Magog : concerning which 

thus writcthSybilla- . 

Heu tibi Gogque , Magogqne , aliifque ex ordine cunSlk , 

Marfon atque Angon tibi quotmala fata propinquant ! 

Now that this is the Scythian Cathay , is (hewed by the Arabicl ^ Geographer 
throughout the four entire laftClimates, where he deferibeth it to abound in Men, 
Animals, and Minerals, flourifhing with Chriftians, meered and inclofed with the 
vaft extended Skirts of Cancafus , called Jagog and Magog. Thus the Arabian Geo- 
grapher in his 9 th Part, Climate 5 th , Line 2 1 . his words are to this effect, as I have 
tranflated them out of the Arabick : From the Manfion Gerrada , to the City Ta- 
hatnet, on the South Qiiar ter are four Leucas (whereof one make th 25 miles) from 
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the City Gerrada even unto the Mountain, which is called Caucaftts , is feven days 
travel. And this Mountain encompaffeth the Regions of Jagog and Magog ; the 
Mountain hath fuch craggy and difficult fides,, that none can afcend it, and if 
that anyone doth attempt it, he (hall never arrive to the top, being obftrufted 
by continual Snows congealed into Ice j and becaute that they are never 
diffolved , they reprefent the fimilitude of a certain Mift, or thick Cloud per- 
petually fixed on the top of the mountainous Caucafran Rocks. On the othet 
fide of the Mountain are many Cities of Jagog and Magog. And it often hap- 
pened, that the Inhabitants of this Region, out of a certain curiofity, afcend fome 
part of it, todifeover what is on the top of the Mountain, and what is beyond, 
but many never return, either becaufe that they are devoured by wild Beafts, 
or that they are taken by the Tranfmountaners ; but fome that have return’d fafe, 
relate, that in theRegion on the other fide of the Mountain in the night feafon, are 
many fires, but in the day nothing elfe but a thick Cloud mixed with darknefs, is 
difcovered.Alfoin the feventh Part of the fame Climate, Line 34. in thefeRegions 
many Chriftians or Na^arceans do inhabit. And in the eighth Part, Line 1 8. he faith, 
that a great quantity of Gold is gathered out of thefe Mountains, and divers forts 
of precious Stones, alfo huntings of wild Beafts } Jaftly, there is a great Monarch 
that ruleth over thefe Countries : All which are agreeable to the Empire of the 
Great Chant , or Cat hay , as Marcus Panins Venetus an Eye-witnefs, in his firft Book 
and 64 Chapter, delivereth in thefe words : Departing from the Province of 
Egriaia, towards the Eaft, the way lcadeth unto Tenduc ( it is better to read it 
T anchut) (Now T anchut is a Kingdom of 'Tartary , which comprehendeth many 
other Kingdoms, as the Kingdom of Lafa , or that which the Tartars call Barati- 
tola, the Kingdoms of Netbal, Tibeth, Maranga, and others, as I fhallfhew anon, 
together with the Defart Kalmacl which is bounded by the Wall of the Chine- 
fes : and moft Geographers confound this Kingdom with Cathay) in which are 
many Cities, and Tents, where alfo that great Emperour, termed Presbyter John, 
fo famous throughout the whole World, was wont to refide. But now that Pro- 
vince is Tributary to the Great Cham , having aKing of the Progeny of Presbyter 
jfoh»:and although that there are many Idolaters andMahuwetans, yet the greateft 
part of the Province embraceth the Chriftian Faith, and thefe Chriftians are the 
Chief in this Province *, efpecially there is there a certain Nation in the Province 
called Argon^ which is morefubtlc and eloquent then the other people } here are 
alfo the Regions of Gog and Magog , which they term Lug and Mongug in thefe 
places is found the Stone L^a«/i, that maketh the beft Azure : there are alfo in 
thefe Mountains great Provinces, Mines of Silver, and various forts of wild Beafts. 
All which aptly content with the Defcription of the Arabic^ Geographer before 
*ff*MM*i hedged : alio he thus writeth concerning the Altitude of the Mountains Jagog 
and Magog ; in his I. Book, Chap. 37. Hence if that you travel to the Eaftern 
Quarter, you muft afcend for three whole days ( firft viz,. the fteep Rocks of 
Bt’/or a moft Caucaftts) until that you come to a moft high Mountain, than which there is not 
tain! Moun an higher in the World } and there alfo appearcth no Bird, by rcafon of the cold, 
r fma]I A and the over-high Elevation of the Earth, which can afford no food unto Animals, 
ftiviry of fire And it that at any time fire be kindled there, it becometh not light, it being ob- 
tain. hlsM ° UH " ftrufted by the over-much coldnefs of the Region, neither is it of that aftivity, 
as in lov\er places. And a little after he faith, This Region is called Belor , al- 
ways having the face of Winter eftampedon it, until that a Traveller have travel- 
led torty days : thus far Marcus Panins. All which agree unto that Mountain, 
Il!^r°the ta,n which at this day they call Langur , the higheft Mountain in the Kingdom of Lafa \ 
ftmewith ge- concerning which Father John Grttberus , who travelled through it on foot, re- 
lateth, that you cannot travel through it in the Summer feafon without danger, 

both 
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both by reafon of the great fubtilety of the Air, which hardly admitteth a| 
Paflenger to breathe, and alfo becaufe of the vapour of a certain poilonous 
Herb, which by its fcent killeth both Man and Beaft. And about this King- 
dom of Belor , to. the ancient Seat of the Sac*, the Arabian Geographer 
placeth Thebetb, the principal Kingdom of Presbyter John, in Cathay, a°nd the • 

TraSate written by Rabbi Abraham Pir.ol doth alfo clearly demonftrate : The 
Nubian, or Arabic^ Geography calleth it Begarger, in which he faith there is fitu- ; 
ated a very great City : His words are thefe ; In the Eaftern part of it is the 
Kingdom Begarger, the great City of ‘which is called Centaba, fortified with twelve 
Iron Gates. Rabbi Piwl with Venetus calleth it Belor , in which he faith the 
Kingdom of Thebetb was lately difcovered : His words are as folio weth *, The 
Kingdom of Belor, is very great and mighty according unto all Hiftorians 
that have written of it } there are many Jews inclo fed in it, and that is in the Eaft- 
ern and Northern Quarter \ and there are moreover other Eaftern people not long 
ft nee difcovered, called by the Natives Thebcth b a City is adjoyning unto this , ex- 
ceeding all other Cities in magnitude, it is almoft divine, for there is not the likg un- 
der the Canopy of Heaven, in which all good things are found. Which indeed can 
be no other then the City Chaparangue fituated in the Kingdom of Thebetb, con-^ecityew- 
cerning the Monuments of which in relation unto our Religion there left 
by the Chriftians, Father Anthony Andradas a Portugal of the Society of Je- 
fus relateth wonders, who when he had heard that the Inhabitants thereof 
were profefted Chriftians, he took a Voyage into the fame, from the King- 
dom of the Mogor, Anno 1624. M °f labour and difficulty j in which alfo having 
difcovered the Fountains or Heads of Ganges and Indus , he obferved many 
things mod worthy of confideration and admiration, as I have it confirmed by 
Jofeph a Chriftian of the Mogor s Country, who at the time of this my writing, 
with Father Henry Roth Moderator of the new-converted Chriftians in the King- 
dom of the Mogor, is yet at Rome ftrong and lufty, although 85 years of Age 5 
who related unto me all and every particular. There is in the moft high Moun-The original 
tains of Thebetb, that are perpetually covered with Snow, a great Lake, the Re- ^Mo^nums 
ceptacle of the greateft Rivers of all India , from which Indus, Ganges, Ravi, oirhebe,h ' 
Athec derive their Currents : Hence the River Ganges hath its original, falling 
down from the moft high Rocks into a moft low Valley : Indus, and the other Ri- 
vers make their outlets through the foot of the Mountains, as is evident from the 
Map. Now he affirmeth this Kingdom, to be one of thofe of Great Cathay that 
are contained both without and within the Walls of the Chinefes, although that 
this relation be not in every refpeft conformable unto that performed by BenediSl 
Goes of oUr Society, which he undertook by the order of his Supcriours, as we 
(hall fee anon. 

And in thefe Vift Regions of Cathay I do find, by the relation of Paulus Vene± 
tus, that moft Potent Emperour Presbyter John to have had fubjeft unto his Do- 
minion 72 Kings, partly Chriftians, and partly Gentiles ; although that the fimi- j heconfu( io n 
litude of the Kingdoms in thofe vaft Regions, and the names ariiing from the va- 
rious Revolutions of fhofe Nations, the Tumults of War, and the other changes thefe King- 
of Affairs, together with the different denomination hath caufed fuch and fo fed™ 
great a confufion, that unto this very day no Perfon hath been able to free him- 
felf out of this intricate Labyrinth ; for fome make him the fame with the Great 
Cham *, others call him Afcid, by Original a Perfian ', fo Almachin in the third 
Book and fourth Chapter of his Hiftory of th e Saracens : Evefy King, faith he, of 
Pharanga (fo they call the City of Sogdiana ) is called Afcid, as the Roman Em- 
perour is called Ca;far, and the King of the Perfians Cofrai. And there are fome, 
that rather by a new name with the i Ethiopians more truly, then by the old, term 
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“him Judges b'luh that is to hy. freaks John : Others by no improbable con- 
je'aure do affett, that in honour of the Prophet Jonah, who ts highly refpefted 
amongft them, all that governed the Empire were fo denominated But yet m 
r. thefc Weftern pares of the Latino Church he ,S termed John mth the addition of 

* the word Fresbfr, not becaufe that he was a Prieft, but by reafon that after 

the mode or cufiom of a chief Archbilhop, he had a Crofs carried before him by 
which lie declared hiinfelf a Defender of the Chr.ftian Religion. Whence - Sea- 

doer iuppofeth him to be fo called fromthe Petftan : word Preftegtam which figm- 
tiech Apoifolual ; which the Weftern People mif-underftandmg, for the word 
PreftJani, they Write Presbyter John. I will adde his words 1 In truth I have 
very often admired, that a Natton altogether ignorant in Navtgatwn, fionld be jo 
potent both at Land and Sea, as to extend the Bounds of their Empire front Ethio- 
pia even unto China ; for from thofe very times me have had a knowledge of that 
Emperour, but that under the name of Preftegiani, which in the Permn Tongue, 
which aim oft k common over all Afia, as the Latine is with us in the Weft, fignifeth 
Apoftolical by which name it is manifeft that they underfiancl a Prince that ts 
Chriftian and Orthodox', for in the Perfian, Preftegiani in the Plural Number figm- 
fieth Apoftles, and Preftegiani, Apoftolical, Its Padifcha Preftegiani, an Apofto- 
Jical King-, in the Arabiek, Melek Arrefuiij in the /Ethiopick, Negus Havar- 
iavi. That the Empire of the /Ethiopians was extended far and wide in Afia, K evi- 
dent by the /Ethiopian Crojfes , which’ are feen in japan, China, and other places , yea 
and the Temple of S. Thomas the Apoftle ftnated in the Region of Maabar n 
wholly /Ethiopick, as the Crops , the StrnBure , and many other things , yea and 
what you will mojl wonder at , the very name. Thus far Scaliger. . _ 

From which Difcourfe we may well colleft, that certain Colonies were lent 
out from s Ethiopia into India, China, and other parts of Afia, which propagated 
presbyter John t h e Chriftian Faith in thofe parts, which we now endeavour to Ihew : But in that 
$™ in he faith that Presbyter John Avas originally an African, or that being forced out 
of Afia he jfhould fet down m Ethiopia and there rule and govern, is altogether 
improbable, and without any foundation, as we fhall fee anon. Now rhat this 
African and Afiatich^ Emperour were diverfe, is confented unto by the greater 
part of the beft Authors. And the Empire of the Afiaticl ^ floutilhed for many 
years, until that it fell unto one David, who as Panins Venetus relateth, being 
overcome or vancjuilhcd by a certain Commander named Cingis Cublai , his Uncle,, 
in a great Battel ( who was eTeSed Emperour by the Scythians, and inftead of 
Presbyter began to be called Vncam, or Nairn ) unto the great lofs of Chriftiani- 
ty put an end both to the Glory of the Empire, and the Name of Presbyter John, 
as We have ftiewcd it related above in the Hiftory of Marcus Panins Venetus . Yet 
why the Em- now 1 (hall declare by what miftake the Name of Presbyter John was given unto the 
P™; s tbc Emperour of the Abyfjhies, or l Ethiopians . At that time in which the Portngals 
called Presby - by a Maritime Voyage fought after new Quarters of the Earth, the name of 
Presbyter John was very famous throughout Europe , for lie was reported to be a 
moft potent Emperour, Lord of many Kingdoms, a Chriftian by Religion ', but 
in what place he tided, it was altogether unknown 5 Therefore when that Peter 
Con ill an was lent by John the Second King of Portugal, firft through the Medi- 
terranean Sea, and aftenvatdf bv a Land" Vdyage.td find out this Prince i he 
heard In the Aftqtickjlndia, : unto which he had arrived, that in that /Ethiopia, 
that is beneath &gypt, thefe was a certain Prince very powerful, who profefted 
the Chriftian Religion he betook himfelf unto him, and when that he had 
found many things there with hint; . which were conformable unto the conftant 
Fame that was reported arnon'gft the Europeans, he believed that that was the 
Presbyter John fo called. Re' therefore Was^the ftrft perfon who began to call’ 
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the Emperour ot the Abyfpnes by the nam ePrefleJean, that is, Presbyter John ; 
others alio m iuccecdmg times, who travelled into Ethiopia, imitated him and ca- 
i.ly introduced the fame Errour into Europe . All which is learnedly (hewed by 
Eather Bahhafar Telle *, in his A Ethiopian HiRory, which he hath compofed in an 
elegant and polite Portngnefe Ryle : unto which alio fubfcriberh Alphonfns Men - 
cles y the moR wife Patriarch of A Ethiopia , and the great Light of our Society in a 
certain Epiflle prefixed unto the Work of Father Teller concerning the JEthlpick 
Aftairs. Therefore when that we fpeak of Presbyter John , we underhand not the 
Emperour of the Abyffines, who befides that his Empire is very far diftantly fi- 
tuated from that of the Presbyter John of Afia ; fo alfo in the Chronology of the 
Emperoursof Ethiopia, it is evident, as it is to be feen in the Vatican Library, 
that there is no mention of his tranfplanting out of Africa in Afia, or out of Afia 
in Africa \ yea Damianua a Goes , in his Book of the Manners and Cuftoms of the 
Ethiopians, doth exprefly deny him to be called Presbyter John, or that he was 
ever io termed, which is alfoafierted by the /Ethiopian PrieRs above-cited j but 
we underhand that Great Prince of Afia , of whom we have fpoken in the 
precedent Difcourfe. And certainly at this very day there remaineth fome foot- 
Reps of this formerly great Presbyter John in the Kingdom of Tanchnt , which the 
Tartars call Barantola , the Saracens, Boratai , and the Natives Laffa, as the Fathers 
of our Society, Albert Dor'Z/ilfe, and John Gruberws (who travelled through itas 
they returned from China into Europe, Anno 1661.) fufficiently teRifie, who re- 
late incredible things concerning the fuperRitious Adoration of this Prince. Now 
there are in this Region two Kings, the firR hath a regard to the AdminiRrationTheKingof 
of the Political Government ; and another, whom they term God, or the Cele- IZTdt™ 
Rial Father, or elfethe Great Lama, or High PrieR, and Pope of the PrieRs, re-S^k? 
maining in the innermoR recelfes of his Palace as a Deity, and receivcth the Cere- dial Father, 
mony of YVorlhip from all his people ; and they have him in that height of Ve- 
neration, that they foolifhly perfwade themfelves, that the very filth of his body, 
and his Excrements are extreamly conducing unto .the curing of all DiRempersi 
whence they do not only compound and mix them with their Medicines, but alfo 
blufh not to carry them about in a Box faftned to, and hang them about their 
Necks. And by reaton that mortality cannot evade or efcape the bonds of death, 
hence his Worfbippers, that he may not be faid co peridi as other perfons, the De- 
vil their Tutour 1 iiggefi ing it to them , have found out fuch a Stratagem or Device, 
they make Iriquifition throughout all the Kingdom to find out a Lama as like as 
may be unto the former, whom when that they have found, they advance by a 
clandeftine and lecret Machination or Plot unto the Throne of the Eternal Fa- 
ther, that as this feigned Deity is very like unto the former, fo alfo he may feem 
to be truly railed from the dead, who is now faid to have been raifed feven times. 

The Reader may fully underRand in the following Difcourfe, the Rites and Cere- 
monies by which the fool ifh people do adore him with a perpetual Veneration : 

And they report, that thcle Ceremonies and Worlhip had its Original from no 
other perfon then that Prince, which Authors ufually term Presbyter John ; whom 
they are certainly pcrfvvadcd to have ruled in the Kingdom of Tanchnt, which is 
now included under the Dominion of the Kingdom of Laja : For as formerly 
they went in Pilgrimage from all the parts of Tartary unto him, as unto an Oracle, 
fo at this very time they ccafe not from all parts to flock unto this ridiculous 
God and Father, the Head of the Lame:, to obtain his BenediSion; fo that Anno 
1 6i<y. when that great Tartarian Monarch of the Chinefes, as foon as he had fub- 
dued the Empire of China, according unto the CuRom received by his AnceRors, 
was follicited by the Magiflrates of Tartary to do Homage to the Great Lama, that 
is, the Priefi, as to the Supreme Bifliop or Pope of the Religion of the Tartars ; 
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and the bufinefs was brought unto that accomplishment, that the Emperour, 
tion of the through the Advice of his Councel, was refolved to meet with the €rea tLama, 
JheEmpirfof noW coming towards him even unto the Walls of the Empire of China, in a Pro- 
^^untefthis^ §tefs almoft of two months Space, if that Father John Adams, an intimate Aflo- 
ther VcnIyFa * c ’ atco * t ^ le Emperour, out of an extream hatred unto the thing, had not (hewed 
himfelf averfe and oppofite, and that by the allegation of many weighty reafons : 
which perfwafions of the aforefaid Father took fo good effe&, that the Emperour 
was fo tar from vouchfafingto go forwards out of the City or the Walls to meet 
him, that he would hardly give him any farther entrance or admiflion unto him, 
than the Garden of the Palace of Pequin and at length after the ufual 
mode, being prefented with divers Prefents, difmifled him unto his own King- 
dom, wholly negle$ing all thofe accufiomed Ceremonies that were ufually per- 
formed ; and he that was fuppofed to have conferred great profperity and happi- 
nefs by his approach and benediftion, brought the contrary eflfefts with him *, for 
that ridiculous Archprieft,, after his departure, incurred the curfes and male- 
di&ion of all perfons, as being the feeming caufe of Famine, Peftilence, and War. 
The Seat of But to return to our purpofe ; I fay therefore, that it is very probable, that this 
fnth! Kin?" Presbyter John refided in the Kingdom of Tanchut * for he and his Succeflcfrs ru- 
cSmrhcEm . ^ ar an£ * w ^ c * n an ^ worthily promoting the Chi iftian Faith, thofe Preach- 

pireof Tar- ers of the Word of God, either being called, or of their own accord by the Fame 
of thefe Kingdoms, or a zeal of advancing the Chriftian Faith, or which is more 
likely, that being compelled by fear, and flying from the forefaid places, in the 
t ime of that horrid Perfecution, which began under the Empire of Diocle jian and 
Maximianus, in which in the Confines of Syria , Egypt, and the adjacent places of 
/Ethiopia, the followers of the Chriftian Perfwafion were every where inquired 
and fought after to be put to moft cruel torments ; they fat down and planted 
therofelves in the middle of P erfia , BaSiria , and Turcheftan , and then it is altoge- 
ther probable, that by degrees after long Exilement, they arrived in the utnaoft 
Regions of Aft a : and laftly, Anno 600. in the time of the Empire of Heraclius , 
and perfidious and debauched Mahomet then rebelling, that new, and new Colo- 
nies were continually tranfplanted into the forefaid Regions of the Eafl. For it 
is manifeft, that the Syrian or Babylonian Priefts giving place to the fury of the 
Infidels, ceafed not in fucceflion of time to propagate the Chriftian Religion, as 
the alledged Syriack^ Infcription doth clearly (hew, where Iidbwz.ad Bifliop of 
China is called the Son of Noah a certain Prieft, of the City of Balech in the King- 
dom o f Tttrchejian, as it is manifcfl: from the Syrian words above-cited, and here 
again repeated, Anno 1902. lidbux.ad Prieftand Vicar of the Bilhop of the 
RegalCity of Cumdan, Son of Noah a Prieft, Native of the City Belech in the King- 
dom of Turchejian. Now that Turchefian is the fame Region which the Perftans 
call ‘Usbec, the beginning of great Cathay , and the City Belech feated in it, is 
clear from the Arabian Geographer, PartS. Climate 4. Line 34, where treating 
concerning the Turchejiians , a peculiar Province of the Corafini , he placeth the 
fituation of the City Belech, not far from Samarcande, the Regal Court of the 
Great Tambarlaine, formerly a moA famous City t his words are thefe as they 
are tranflated by me out of the Arabicl^-Norp this is the 8 Part of the 4. Climate , and 
it containeth a portion of the Kegion of Corafina, and from Karman even unto Kafa- 
ralkamat j fifteen miles hence to Samarcande fix miles, and it is the Road of thofe 

that pafs front SamarGande unto the City Belech : whence it is plainly mantfejl, that 
lidbuzad l icar of the Bijhop termed a Syrian by Original Or Defcent, was of the 
Country 0/Turcheftan or Corafine and it is evident from the Syro-Chinefian In - 
feription of the Stone, that many of the Region of the Pagodes, and other Countries of 
Afia, penetrated into China for the advancement of the Cofpel : all .which we leave 
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farther to be inquired after by the curious Reader. And thus much (hall fuffice con- 
cerning the tranfplanting of the Colonies in the Kingdoms of Presbyter John and 
in China. J 

Moreover thofe who fuppofe that mod of thefe Evangelical Pcrfons fird arrived 
in India out of Syria, JEgypt, and Ethiopia, and that Country being converted 
by their labours to the Faith of Chrid, and afterwards to have fent out fome Co- 
lonies from amongft them into China , by reafon of the frequent Commerce 
Which at that time was maintained by a Maritime Voyage between the Indians 
and Chinejes *, as it is more true, fo they have much more of certainty for their 
opinion. Of which undertaken Expedition I (hall give a clear account in few 
words. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of Cathay, and its proper and genuine Situation. 


A 


A LTHOUGH that in the preceding Difcourfe we have produced divers 
Paffages out of various Authors, both Latines , Grecians , Jews, Arabians , 
and Per fans, concerning the (filiation of Cathay 5 yet here notwithdanding for 
the better elucidation and clearing of the matter, we (hall declare by divers Voy- 
ages and Travels purpofely alledged for that end, what at length this Kingdom 
of Cathay is, and where (ituated. 

It is not only evident by the diligent fearch of the Fathers of our Society , that cab*j no 
China is the greated part of Cathay , but alfo it is mod: apparently proved out ofL" 
Marcus Paulus Venetusj for he faith, that the mod vad City Cantbalu , or as the 
true pronunciation of the tartars hath i t, Cantbalek^, was the Regal Scat of the ^* n ^the 
Great Cham *, the Fathers of our Society fay, that it was no other than the mo- city of cm. 
dern Imperial City of China , which they call Pequin , or Pekjn , and that the vad- 
nefs of the Walls made in a quadrangular order, and the incredible bignefs of 
the City do more than fufficiently demondrate the fame. Now Marcus Paulus 
writeth, that the City Cambalu , (ituated near the great River, was in ancient time 
fplendid and regal } for Cambalu fignifieth the City of the Lord } the Great Chant 
removed this City to the other fide of the River } for he learned from an Adro- 
loger, that in rime it would become rebellious unto his Empire. This City being 
built four-fquare, comprehendeth in circuit 24 miles, the fide of every fquare or 
quadrate containing 6 miles: It hath Walls whited over, 20 paces high, ten in 
bredth, yet the thicknefs becomcth narrower as it afeendeth } every quadrature 
of the Wall hath three principal Gates, which are 12 in all, having fo many 
magnificent Palaces built near unto every one of them : In the corners alfo of 
the Wall there are noble Towers, where the Arms and Ammunition of the City 
are dored, or kept. There are Streets and Pafiages draight through the City, fo 
that there is a free profpeft from one Gate unto the oppofite Gate, mod beautiful 
houfes being ere&ed like unto Palaces on each fide. And a little farther, he faith, that 
without the City of Cambalu there are 12 great Suburbs adjoyning unto each of 
the 12 Gates, in which Merchants and Strangers are continually found. All which 
are fo agreeable unto the Princely City of Pequin, there is hardly any difference, as 
Martinius relateth in the 2 p tb folio of his Atlas alfo the names of the City la - 
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— TT~~T ~ „tu vttnfu which alfo is now called Stoanfu , 

dtnfit, CacanfH , Quc R - ^ w hich was taken by the Great Cham after 

fituaced not fa, fro® the Saffron River, ( * yc( un|[Down , n 

three years Siege y Anizans to ma ke ; this happened Annoia 6 %. 

China) which ,ie cau . . p at [ ier Nicolas, and his Uncle that then 

(who with lus h the ^ y , nh|s 

wcre refident with i e Language fignifieth nothing 

Second Book, Cl ap. 5 • * f ^ jdded unto other wor ds or names, denotcth a 
elfe but a brcat words are proper and known unto no other Re- 

imallor indiftcient ny, w . not hing fo clearly demonftrateth Cto* to be 
gion but o n.y t at of ^ ica l and Botanical Monuments of the Pcr/^ir, 

taken for Cat r ;• : n u; s Appendix adioyned unto the Atlas Si - 

hatn mad. pp throughout the whole Eaft i where you may plain- 

Terftan Mathematician 1,1 , 1 2 hours into which the natural day is divided 

ly orCa thaU»a, fo ’cottefpondent unto the Chine fan, that 

Xv fiffe in nothing which isalfo teftified by as many of the Fathers of out 
Socity as have returned from China to Rome. But that .tmay be mote evident, 

GoVius in his Lp r p I (hall fet down the Names. 

Appendix un- ii ' fc 

Sinkus. * J-J jc -tf ams of the Hours , into which the Natural Day k divided am eng ft 

the Cathaians, or Chinefcs. 

^ 4 <67 8 9 10 11 I2 : 

Cm, Cheu , Tin , Mao , Xin y Su , V, Vi, Xin , Tien, Sio, Hat. 

If any one (hall compare the Cycle of doyeats which, as « faiA, the 

3= 

we affirm concerning the Cathaian year, which o{ ' A uarim . But con- 

into 24 Parts, beginning their yeai f'om t 5 8 ci j e d before, whoal- 

rprninty this fee the above-mentioned in tne place LU > . « 

iedneth St % a Pet/ian Aftronomer for a Witnefs, foam whofe Agronomical 
Tables he (heweth evidently whatloever hath hitherto een e ’^er 
hanuonv or agreement of the Cathaian Calculations, ot which is the lame, that ot 
he CM Is And alforcad in the^«» Phyfitians theMnsk that is found 
tet na ^ often tobe called the Musk o{ Cathay, and alfo that Dnnk which is 
adtrfatul: Herb proper unto Cathay, is for the moft par, 

Cathay. And the which :« ot^maly 

from the Line ot Stock of Cmgn-Can and the other lucceeui g p r 

routs thev Ifav, lfind to be fo called (from their over-running ot the Umpire ot 
S by licit Hiftorians the Cbmefian-Uognhs. But what he wt.teth concetn- 
r„ 7 o»il a City of a wonderful and almoft incredible magnitude, is all found 
JoS at this day concerning the Metropolitan City Hanchen o f w uch Father 
Martinim the Author of the excellent Atlas Sinmu thus i d.fcourfeth, Fo i 9- 
SSS That Ifce European Ciphers may no longererrein rna^ g ^ 

c^or^m. dicnloufly delineating of a«mfai, mentioned by Marcus Paidus I JhaiU & 

(M w exaSl fortraBure of the fame, the very fbadow of which did not appear unt o the 

Author of the ArchontologiaCo finical Dtvtneh ajefty e T r °P l 1 ' ^*^3 

Pe/rtrw I (hall peradventure in time fend over the Theater of the Cm f > 

printed by the Chinefes themfehes long before the Europeans,/^ known or l c *'r 
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j fappofe, hitherto in Europe. Bur to return to the matter in hand, I prove firft by 
nioft invincible Arguments, that this is the fame City of Quinfai mentioned by 
Yanina Venetus *, for this is that City, which is diftant the fpaceof five days travel 
from Singni, that is Sh Chou : which holdeth good, if that we fpeak of the Pro- 
grefsor March of the Army, in which it is manifeft, rhat Mar cm Vanins Venetus 
was *, otherwife it is fcarce four days journey. This is that City which in his 
time was the Court or Imperial City of China , which the Cbinefes in the elegant 
Tongue of their Learned Men term fCingfn y but in the common Speech of the 
Vulgar fort of men, who tyc not themfclves up unto that exadnefs of Phrafe, 

Kingfai, whence the term of Quinfai in Venetm had its Original. You muft here gy of 
note moreover, that Kingfn is a name of Dignity common unto Regal Cities, and 
not proper and fingular unto one alone i for its genuine and true fignification is 
Regal, although that oftentimes the fame City hath otherwife a proper name, as 
this City is called Hanchen, which under the Empire of the Family of Snnga , was 
called Lingan, becaufe that the tenth Emperour of this Family, named Coacnngm 
Kin , flying from the Tartars^ there fixed his Court, and therefore in the time of Ve- 
netm it was called K/>£/w,whatfoever others think to the contrary. This happened 
Anno U35. and alfo in the fame City the Family Snnga held the Empire until the 
Occidental Tartars under the Government of the Great Hi«, eroded the Kin 
Tartars , or thofe of the Eaft out of Cathay , that is, out of the Northern Provinces, 
and fo then they became vanquished, anda little after they advanced their Vifto- 
rious Armies into the Kingdom of Mangin , having begun a feiiure of thofe South- 
ern Provinces. But to come more near to the bufinefs, this is that City which hath a ci^repic- 
moft high, and aknoft innumerable Bridges, both within its Walls, and without innumerable 
in its Suburbs, neither are they much beneath the number of ten thoufand, as Ve- BndECS * 
nettts reckoneth them, if that you account the Triumphal Arches amongfi the 
Bridges, which by reafon of the fimilitudeof their Arches, Venetm might eitcem 
or take for Bridges, by the fame miftake by which he called Tygers, Lyons, when 
that notwithftanding here are none to be found, as almoft alio in all Afia '■> except 
that you will have him to be underflood not only to comprehend the Bridges that 
are both within the City, and without in the Suburbs, but alio thofe of the whole 
Empire, and then indeed their number, which otherwile will hardly gain credit 
amongfi us Europeans , may eafily be augmented, there being fo vafi an abundance 
of Bridges, and Triumphal Arches every where to be found. For the greater con- The Lake 
firwiation of this matter, there is a Lake of 40 Italian miles, which they call Sihu y ,m ‘ 
which although that it be not within the Walls, yet it doth encompafs it for a large 
fpace from the Weft to the South, and many Channels are drawn from it into the 
City } moreover the Banks or Shores of it on every fide is fo befct with l emples, 
Monafteries, Palaces, Libraries, and private Edifices, that you would I iuppofc ^ , 
vour (elf to be within a moft fpacious City, and not in the Country, theMargents dorn , d ShOTe 
or banks of the Lake are fo railed in every part with four-fquare and cut Stone, ofthcLak*. 
and a convenient paflage is left for Travellers 5 alfo fome paflages go clear 
through the Lake, fucniflied with many, and thofe very high Bridges, under which 
Ships may pafs, in palling over which, they may to and fro encompafs the Lake, 
whence thefe Bridges might eafily be reckoned by Vcnetus to belong to the City. 

This is that City,' which hath a Mountain within its Walls on the South-lide 
termed Chinghoang , in which is that Tower with a Guard, where they meal me tue 
hours by an Hour-glafs, and it is declared or inferibed on a Tablet how many 
hours in large Golden Letters : this is that City, all whofe Streets are paved with 
fquareftone } and this isfnuated in amoorilh place, and divided by many Chan- 
nels, which are Navigable i thislaftly is the City, to omit other things, from 
which the Emperour took his flight unto the Sea by the great River Cientang, t ic 
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bredth of which cxceedeth a German mile, and floweth to the South fide of the 
City, So that here is the very fame River which Venetus aferibeth unto Quinfai y 
thence it is difembogued into the Sea towards the Eaft, from which this City is 
as far diftant as Venetus doth affirm it. 1 adde, that the compafs of the City 
is above an hundred Italian miles , if that you reckon in the large Suburbs 
which extend very far on every fide , whence you fhall go over five hundred 
r Chineftan Paces or Stadiums, by walking in a ftraight line or way from North 

to South through the moft large and populous ftreets, in which you {hall find 
no place defiitute either of Hotifcs or People ; you may perform the like jour- 
ney almoft from the Weft to the North. Seeing therefore that according unto 
the Chineftan Hiftory, the Name, the Dcfcription, the Magnitude, and all other 
paftages do demonftrate this to be the City Quinfai , we ought no longer to que- 
ftion, or doubt of the fame. Thus Father Martinms Martinii in the place cited. 


SECTION I. 

The Voyage of Bencdift Coes of the Society of fefu-s, into Cathay or China. Out 

°f Father Nicolas Trigantius. 

I Shall therefore now briefly fhew whence proceeded that fo great confufion 
of opinions concerning the proper fituation of Cathay. Now it is known both 
from the Hiftory of Marcus Paulus Venetus , Haytho the Armenian , and alfo from 
the Chronology of the Chinefes , that the Great Cham Emperour of the Tartars , 
whom fome call Cubing others Vlcam, or Zinc am, Anno 12 $6. making a breach 
or irruption through the Walls, gained the whole Empire of the Chinefes 
(which then was divided into two Empires, whereof the one towards the North 
was called Cathay , the other towards the South Mangi) j whence as the North 
part of China , with the other Regions without the Walls, was otherwife called 
vulgarly Cathay , fo alio the whole Empire of the Chinefes being now poflefled, 
the whole was called by the name of Cathay by the Tartars and the ad- 
joining Saracens , the name of the other circumjacent Regions without the Walls 
being extinguifhed, fo that from that very time that only Empire of the Chinefes 
that extended fo far included within the Walls, was called Cathay , by as many as 
traffiqued or merchandized thither from Indojian , TIshec, Camul, and other Medi- 
terranean Regions j as it is manifeft from the Voyage of our Brother BenediSl 
Goes. But becaufe that was not only undertaken and decreed by the command 
and advice of the Superiours of our Society, but alfo by the command of the 
Viceroy of Aria in India called Saldagna , yea and alfo of the Great Acahar Em- 
perour of the Mogores , both to find out Cathay , and alfo to inftruft in the Chri- 
ftian Perfwafion the Inhabitants of the interjacent Kingdoms ; certainly it was 
P e ” orinc ^ diligence and care poffible by Benedict Goes , a Perfon Ve- 

Gees for the prudent and underftanding, and alfo skilled in the Perfian Language, which 
cathy! y ° { he had excellently attained by a long ftay or continuance in the Court of the 
,, anc ^ " here he was very familiar with the Emperour Acahar. Therefore 
cmc id Goes being fufficiently furnifhed with fupplics convenient for fo great a 
oyage from the Viceroy of India, and having alfo the Diploma, Patent, or Pafs, 
{2 \ing t ic habit of the Armenians , and changing alfo his name Benedict into Ah- 
(li ^ *hat ugnineth the Servant of God j and adjoyning unto an Armenian na- 
me l.Jauc as his infcparable Companion in his Voyage, Anno 160%. in the folemn 
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Le/it Faft departing from Labor the Regal City of the Mogor, he travelled to- 
wards the Kingdom of Cafcar in the company of tjooperfons, which they call the 
Caravan, which he begun or fet forth with a great multitude of Beafts of Car- 
riage, Camels, and Waggons in company, that in a months Voyage he arrived 
at the City Athec under the Jurisdiction of the Mogor ; and having palled over 
the Puvcr Indus, after two months fpace he came unto Faffaur , where being in- 
ftru&cd by an Hermir, he heard thar in a Travel of two months fpace towards the 
North, w'as the Region Caphnrjlan , that is, the Land of the Infidels (of which I 
(hall treat anon ) that had many Chriftians in ir, unto which notwithftanding, be- 
ing hindered by the Caravan , he could not travel ; hence in the courfe of 
2^ days he came unto a City named Ghideli , where he was in great danger of 
Thieves • '’departing hence, in 20 days he came to the City Cabul , a City yetfub-’ 5 

jefi to the Mogor ; from hence he went unto Chianacar , a City abounding in Iron; 
and from the nee in ten days he arrived at Parvan , the laft Town of the Kingdom/ 
of the Mogor. r 

After five days refpite, in the fpace of 20 days he came to a Region named An- 
cheran , having pafied over exceeding high Mountains, and after other 15 days he 
arrived at the City Calcia, and there having fpent ten days, he came to a certain 
place called Gialalabetb , famous for the Portage or Cuftoms of the Bradmans ; 
after 15 days he came to Talban, and hence proceeding forwards to Chaman , he in- 
curred the great hazard of Robbers, whom having fhunned, at length he came to 
Ciarciunor ;and after ten days palling through Sarpanil a defart Place, they came to 
the Province Sarcil over a moll tall Mountain, and that in 20 days Travel .• after | 
two days he came unto the foot of the Mountain Cetialatb , in which, by reafon of 1 
the multitude of Snow, many periftied by the vehemency of the cold. Having’ 
travelled fix days through the Snow, he came to Tamgheran in the Kingdom of 
Cafcar , and after 1 $ days to Jaconich , and after five days unto Hiarcham the Me- 
tropolitan City of Cafcar , and the end of the Region of Cabul ; the whole Re- 
gion are Followers of the Law of Mahomet ; and hence from Hiarcham , is the 
beginning of the expedition by Caravan into Cathay ; and the Negotiation of thofe 
that certainly know that they fhall be admitted into the Kingdom, wholly confift- 
eth as it were in fragments oi precious Jafpar, which are found in great plenty in 
Cathay , that is in China, and they are of two kinds : the firll fort is brought out 
of the River Cotan , not far from the Regal City, by Filher-men, like unto thick ^ 

Flints: the other being digged out of the Mountains, is cleft into ftony plates, tain ° ny our 
almofi: two Ells long. This Mountain Canfangui is difiant from the City Impe- 
rial 20 days Journey, and it is called the Stony Mountain, noted vulgarly in Geo- 
graphical Maps ; hence therefore Benedi&, after long ftay, again began his Voy- 
age ; firfi he arrived at Jolci, the place of Cuftom for the Kingdom, and from 
hence in a Voyageof 25 days he pafied over thefe following places : Hancialix , 

Alceghet , Hagabatbet , Egriar , Mefetelec , T halec, Horma , Thoantac , Mingieda , Cape- 
talc oh Zilan , Sarognebetal , Cambafo y Aeon f erf x, Ciacor , Acfu ; Acfu is a Townoi . 
the Kingdom oi Cafcar, from which he pafied by a laborious Voyage, through the 
Delart Caracatai , that is black Cataia, unto Oitograch , Ga%o, Cafcianiy Dellai , Sa- 
regabadal , Vgan, and at laft he arrived at Guciam : departing hence, in a Voyageof 
2^ days, he came unto the City Cialis , which is fubje£t to the Dominion of the 
King oi Cafcar, where the Saracens returning, in the Caravan of the year before, 
from Cathay , that is from Pd\jn, the Royal City of China , declared wonderful 
things unto our Beneditt, concerning Father Matthew Riccis, and his Compa- 
nions ; and here our Father wondered that he had found Cathay in the chief place 
of the Chinefes ; From hence in 20 days became unto Pucia, a Town of the 
fanie Kingdom, and from hence to 1 ttrpham and Aramuth , and at length he arrived 
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at Camul a fortified City j from Carnal in nine days time he at laft came to the 


Walls of the North part of China , which he had fo long delired, unto a place 
call cd Chiaicum, where being admitted within the Walls by one days Journey, 
lie came to the firft City of China called Socien, and found no other Cathay, but 
China \ fo that from thence forward he laid afide all fcruple of the proper and 
true fituation of Cathay , which the Saracens often confounded with China. 
Note , notwithftanding that this Voyage was taken or begun from Laor 
towards the North, when that he might have come to his Journeys end from Laor 
by a much nearer way ; but as this Voyage or Paflage through the Thebe, 
tick^ Mountains, was not yccdifcovered, fo that alfo on the other fide by Vsbecb^ 
and Samarcande at that time was more ufed, although that to conform himfelf un- 
to the cuftom of Merchants, he was forced to attempt to pafs by this latter 
though it were very much out of the way, by reafon of its vaft windings and turfc^ 

s, andalfo on every hand liibjeft to Robbers. The Kingdom of Vsbec is ex- 
rended by a large interval of Regions from the Weft to the North, being made 
up of three very great Kingdoms, whereof the frrftis Samarcande, famous for the 
Birth of Camber lan \ the other Tarphan ; the third is called T urphan : all of them 
infamous for the Religion of Mahomet * the Inhabitants, as Hiftorians relate of the 
Scythians , are cruel, Thieves, bloody, and Capital Enemies of the Chriftians ; 
fothat this Kingdom is now altogether unpayable for the Chriftians, except fuch 
as will become Denyers of Chrift, and Followers of the Law of Mahomet. And 
this is the palFage from Vsbec to Cathay. 

But the Voyage, undertaken by Father Antonins Andradas a Portugal, into the 
Kingdom of Thebet , was after this manner : Firft pa fling over Ganges from Laor , 
he entred into Scrinegar and Ciapharanga , moft great and populous Cities, and 
from thefe, having paflfed over a moft high Mountain, on the top of it he difeo- 
vered a vaft Lake, the common Receptacle of the Waters of the River Indus, 
Ganges , and the other great Rivers of India ; and hence by a Voyage of many 
days, and that alfo through high Mountains, he arrived in the cold Northern Rc« 
gion Redor, and in a City of the fame name ; from which, paffing through the 
Kingdom of Maranga and the Kingdom of Tanchut, which belongeth unto the 


Another Voyage from China to the Mogor, performed by the Fathers of our Society , 
F ather Albert Dorville, and Father John Gruberus. 

T Hefe Fathers therefore accomplifhed their Voyage from Fequin , Anno 1661. 
in the month o£ title* they ftaid in Sipanfu on rlnvc nnA from 



Tat tars, in two months fpace you may ealily touch or arrive at Cathay that is. 


China. 


SECTION II. 
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names 


the Tartars alio cMBarameU : The Defart is partly mountainous, partly level 
and overfpred wrth find and duft altogether fterile and barren, unto which not- 
wrthftanding Nature is here and there in fome places propitious by affording Pome 
finall Rivulets, whofe Banks aftord a fufficient quantity or abundance of green 
Herbs and Grafs : But as this Dcfart deriveth its original from the innermoft Me- 
diterranean parts of India, lo is it alio extended in a ftraight fine from the South 
to the North, and no perfon hath yet unto this day been found, who hath dif- 
covered its bound : Many fuppofe it to be extended even unto the Frozen Sea 
concerning which I have treated at large in my Book of the Subterranean World’ 

Now it hath various names ; Marcus Panins Vend ns cal let h it Lop, infamous for Tl 
Diabolical deluftons, and a multitude of Specters or evil Spirits that ufualfy ap . ■ 

pear in it, concerning which notwithftanding our Fathers relate nothing ; f ov ™ i0Mnin 
the once or twice appearing of thefe Spirits, doth not prove the perpetual conti* 
nuance of their appearance unto all : The Tartars formerly called it the Defart 
Belgian, others fometime Santo , the Chineses Kalmacl others Caracathai , that 
is black Cathay , where you (hall find no other Animals but wild Bulls of a mighty 
bignefs: Yet the Tartars, accuftomed unto Dcfarts, wandring to and fro pafs 
over it at all times j and there alfo pitch or fix their Hords, where they find a 
place or River commodious for the pafturage of their Cattel i the Hords of the 
Tartars are Pens, or Tents, fit for the receiving both of Men and Cattel, as the 
Figure fheweth. 

3* From Laffa or Barantola placed under the elevation of the Pole 29 degrees, 

6 minutes, they came in four days fpace even to the foot of the Mountain Lan- Aw a high 
gur 5 now this Langur is the higheft of Mountains, fo that on the top of it Tra-Sl^^* 1 ' 
vellers can hardly breathe by reafon of the fubtilety and thinnelsof the Air* 
neither can they pafs over it in the Summer Seafon, without manifeft hazarding 
of their lives, by reafon of the virulent and poifonous exhalations of fome Herbs. 

No Wagon or Beaft can pafs over it, by reafon of the horrible great fteepnefles, 
and rocky paths, but you muft travel all the way a foot, almoft for a months 
fpace, even unto the City Cuthi which is the firfl or chief City of the Kingdom ofcwWaCity 
Necbal : Now although that this Mountainous Tra& be difficult to be palled over, domof fet 
yet Nature hath plentifully furnifhed it with variety of waters, which break forth baL 
of the hollow parts of the Mountain in every part *, thefe waters are both hot and 
cold, alfo with an abundance of Fifh, for the fuftenance of Man, and plenty of 
pafturage for Bcafts : I take this to be the fame Traft, which Ptolomy calleth Pa - 
rapavifns, which being linked in the feries of the Cancaftan Mountains is extend- 
ed far and wide towards the Eafl:, and with its skirts toucheth the South and 
North. Marcus Panins Venetus calleth it Belor, other^ give it other names a c-®^* 
cording unto the diverfity of Nations through which ie paffieth. 

4. From Cuthi in five days paffage they came unto the City Nefii in the King- wyj; a tty of 
dom of Necba! , in which all the Natives, being involved in the fhades of Idola-o} e ^ 2 /.° m 
try, live without any fign of the Chriftian Faith y yet it aboundeth with al l things 
neceffary for the fuftaining of life, fo that thirty or forty Hens are fold for one 
Scutum. 

5. From Nefii they came in 5 days Journey to the Metropolitan City of the CadmenJa the 
Kingdom of Necbal, which is called Cadmendti, Which is placed under the elevati- City ot Sec 
on of the Pole 27 degrees, 5 minutes, where there is a potent King that ruleth, 

and although an Heathen, yet not overmuch averfe unto the Chriftian Religion. 

6. From Cadmendu in half a days time they came unto a City, that die Natives 
call Badda , the Regal City of the Kingdom of Necbal. 

7. From Necbal in a Journey of five days you meet with the City Hedonda, a 
Colony of the Kingdom Maranga , being placed under the Altitude of the Pole. 

26 degrees, 36 minutes. 8, From 
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The. City Be- 

nans. 
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came event0 * fa * r * which !s the 

^ firft City of the Kingdom of d f even unto Battana, which is a 

grC , C o \\ 2 “ Banana in eight days (pace they cane unto Biases, a populous 
City on Games, and placed under the Elevation of the Pole a 4 degrees 50 mt- 
ml and it is famous for an Academy of the Br ashmans which flounlheth there 
" n w ],; c h all the Sciences proper unto the Region, or rather more truly unheard of 

s upc.dl "*““f [f elcven d ays fpace they came to Cat ant for, and from thence 

in feven days time to A gran- . it; c j 

Therefore from T'hjn even unto Agran, was a continued Voyage of 21 4 days ; 

but if that you have refpeft to the flay of the Caravans, it is a Voyage of one year 
and about two months. And thefe Relations I received by word of mouth from 
the above-mentioned Fathers, who performed the Voyage in the fame manner as 

1 have deferibed ic. 


Catatnpor . 
Agran. 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the various Habits, Manners, atsdCuftomes of the Men of thofe Kingdoms, which 
were obferved anddrawn by the forefaid Fathers, Albert Dorv.lle, and 
Father Gruber us, as they faffed through them. 


A ! 


S the Kingdoms, which the afore-mentioned Fathers paffed through by a 
/ » Voyage never hitherto attempted by 'any European, were unknown to 
Geographers ; fo alfo did they obferve many things, very worthy of conff- 
deration, in reference unto the Habits, Manners, and Cuftomsot t.tofe Nations, 
which on purpofe being delivered to me, what by Pictures and what by Writing, 
they left to be inferted into their Voyage performed ; whichl thought lit, having 

now an opportune and convenient time, to accomplilh. . ’ _ * 

Therefore fetting forwards from Pekin, the Metropolis and Imperial Seat ot 
th eChinefeSy they came in the fpace of two months time to thofe molt 
Walls, at which that vaft City Siningfu isfituated, as it were a certain moltlate 
a rtfeription gulwark unto the Walls againft the Incurfionsof the Tartars 5 where in the en o 
5 Sr 5 our Book, we exhibit the Strudu re of fo famous Walls (as much as the c onve' 
nience of the place would admit of) as they were moft diligently obferved and 
drawn by them ; and they added, that the Walls were of fo great a bredth, that 
fix Horfe-men fet orderly a bread, might conveniently run a Race without Deing 
an hindrance one to another *, whence they report, that they are lo frequently vi- 
fited by the Citizens of Sitiiugfuy both for the enjoying of the Air, which is moit 
wholefom,and which breatheth from the adjacent fancy Defarts, and alfo becaufe 
that they are very opportune for the performing of many other Exercifes for i t 
eafingand recreating of the mind \ for they are of that height, that theyeau y 

invite the Inhabitants unto them by their profpefi, which is on every fide mo 
clear and open, and withal exceeding pleafant, and alfo by realon of the 
conveniency of the Stairs, which give an afeent unto them i now the longitude 
of the broadefi: part of the Wall, even unto the other Port or Gate, through which 
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fwniflicd with provifioiTslor* tZTrll^h^Yn ^ bein g" Mrira 

Wichin the Wall, appear from rhenciaVLma" S M '' -ft* 0 ” th « » 
the adjacent Defart, asthe Inhabitants related unt il lnta,n ; hut without 
, may recreate tbemfelveswith the Wonderful and ' ° t,,cm b J ”' or d of mouth, th. 
an high Tower) of all kinds of wild Beafts ffuch ,nWon i, cd % /,r iC as it were fro 
Rhinocerofes, wild Bulls, Leopa d^Mono^rl rT Lyons, Elephant . 

ed Aires) and that all the while Mng t^and ft ? 3 cerata lind «&<* 
from that pare of the Wall, which leading towards the S ' "fa lnor 5; efpcci a II : 

the more inhabited Regions, as Q_„anf h J mnamm ncarllntJ 

the Saftrou-coloured River and rho a - * or * rom hence unto 

Thickets, they are wont to betake themfeTves i“He“£ n°“ nd With 8ufllesan 4 
oftheyear, bothin refpe&of patfura^e nn K ^erdsand Droves at certain time* 

‘ Thereforewhen thLhefe^therfiad (SwTJS'w,^ V ?' , ' 

with a River replenilhed with fiih, ofwhich thev mlT , • i- prcfcml >’ tf >eytnc| 
prepared inan open Tent ; and havino alfo „ a j d lc ! r fu PP er . which the* 
out the Wall,; and hnmed"a,eRhall the Saffron River with' 

Defart Kalmacl^, a Defart very drcldhd and formidah! ' ^ and barren 

they came even unto the Kingdom of BaraLla. Tbis’^Cakho'^h Drf *> 

tt be parched and ruinous, is yet inhabited h„ r i„ r 1 ’ although that feta* 
Kdmack, at eertaih times of the yw when t har rl whichare 

pafturage on the Banks of the River, they there Lne rfrh abundance of 

may term, and that not unfitly , portable Cities^ thr r"^ Hords ’ wblcb y° u 
down here every where to rob and n*.!N . , * . J^ artar ^ rove up and 

the Caravan be fufficiently /Iron* to^eil^cL^o! 00 ^ nC ^ fFar ^ that 

tars. Thcfe Fathers as thev often?;, ! f the ; ioIence of the infulting^r- 

and down through the Defarts, fothey drew fhe Habfrs" fcattcrcd n P 

unto the Mode, which I have here fet down, ^ ^ ° fcac!l of thcm ^cording 
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SK2& which is the Pried or Bilhop of ^^itha ted colour^ a white Coat or Cloak 
K ' ,m “ h Kahmcb they <* »C*P iff “^hey are veiled with a yellow Coat, from the 

Oh Jklrwhichtogeth down a Pug ,»m ^fffffoathed with a Leathern 
The fecond Figure ^h. T-£ ££ «hibite,h a Tartar Woman of 
Garment, and a yellow Cap. T g f ^ Qr of f ome green, or red mat- 

Kalmuck,, cloathed with a Veflm fler Qr Amulct hung about their necks, 
ter ; and each of them hat -L f V o m dangers and mitcluefs. The ff f 

which they wear to preferve themfel Tar , ariatt Tent made up within of 

A expreffeth their Habitations, and “ . ^ framed with a courfe natter 

fmall bended and wreathed fticks, on th^ ^ ^ The fogrth Figure fcew- 

of a certain wool tyed or bo g in the f orm of a Scepter, which la 

b ’ ; """ 
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V The Effigies of Han King «/ Tanguth 
. I, A,m 1. ah* is jvor flipped for a God. 


VI The Effigies of Dew 

King of Tanguth. 


Xhe Effigies 

of ther : -" 
Tanguth. 



VII. 
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V ■ 


/AitH 






' . 90 * A ~~ 

f VIII "the back, fart of the 

, VII The fori fart of a Woman oj fame Woman. 

Northern Tartary. of p 4M King of Tungtfh, a , V 'f??’ n 

There was at that time in t dreffed in an unwonted Habit, 

born in Northern Tartary, who as^_ ^ piaure taken unto the life : ■ She 
fo the feemed not unworthy g Cq , having her Head and Girdle 

wore hair tyed or knotted ‘ ^h^exh&ited in the fore and back part, in 

adorned with Sea-Cockle fhells , fee , f Court of the King certain 

1 the 7 ,h and 8 th . There were alfo in the tame ^ Womani(h) but on- 

cLtiers, Jhofe Habit, tf that you manner of the Lama, fee Fi- 
ly that they ufe a Coat of a red colon , *** ^ ^ ^ ^ of the People 
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XI Another Habit IX «>ith adorati- 

* off Cannier., J H „L the Great for 'he eon- 

(nation of Men and Horfes. 


‘ 


X The Halit of a 

Courtier tn the 
Attire of a iVo* 

ptait. 
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cuiWiTntro- There is a mod deteftable and horrible Cuftom introduced into thefeKin 
duccd in the doms of Tanchut and Barantola , by the fubrlety and craft of Satan, which is asf 
t.mMu ° Joweth: They chufea lufty Youth, unto whom they grant liberty, on fet days < 
the year, to kill, with the weapons wherewith he hath armed himfelf, any perfo 
that hemeeteth, of what Sex or Age foever without any difference or refpe# c 
perfons *, For they foolilhly and madly fuppofe, that thofe that are thusflain, im 
mediately, as if they were confecrated by Menipe , a devilifh Spirit whom they wor 
fibip, obtain eternalhonours, and a mofi happy eftate. This Youth in a wonder- 
ful gay Habit, furnilhed with a Sword, Quiver, and Arrows, and ffuck or laden 
with the Trophies of Banners and Enfigns, at a prefixed time, being poffefied 
with the Demon or Devil, unto whom he is confecrated, rulhing with great fury 
out of the houfe w^ndereth through the ways and ftreets, and killeth at his plea- 
fure all that meet him, no refiftance being made : This Youth they call in their 
Country Language Bntb , which fignifieth the Slayer; whence our Fathers de- 
pi&ed him altogether after the fame manner that they had a fight of him in the 
time that they there continued, as the XIV Figure Iheweth. 



* * £tje common i 

in the Kingdom „ vr *.,j x^uetp men^ called 

chut ‘ Phut. 


of Tanchut y . There are other Kingdoms included within the vafi Kingdom of Tanchut. and 
vvith many m the firfi: place there is Barantola , which they alfo call Lajfa , which hath a Me- 
tropo i tan City of the fame name ; it hath a King of its own, and is altogether in- 
tangled with the foul Errours of Heathenifm, it worfiiippcth Idols with the differ- 
ence of Deities ; amongft which, that which they call Menipe , hath the prehemi- 
nence, and with its ninefold difference of Heads, rifeth or terminateth in a Cone 
in a monfirous height, concerning which we (hall fpeakmore fully in the follow- 
ing Dilcourle, when we come to treat of the many headed Deities of the 
Chmejes Before this Demon or falfe God this foolilh people performed their 
Sacred Rites with many unwonted Gefiiculations and Dances, often repeating of 
thefe words: 0 Mamp e Mi Hum, 0 Mampe Mt Hum, that is, 0 Mampe, fave% ; 
and thefe fottrih people are wont to fet many forts of Viands or Meats before 

thfe 
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His Hefcription of China. 

tl*: Idol for the propitiating or appealing of the Deity, and perform fuch abomi- 
nable kinds of Idolatry. Our Fathers, in commiferation and deploring of the fad 
Eftafe of thefe Nations, thought fit to fhew their blind Worship, and to portrai- 
ture the Idol in the form in which they beheld it, and which the 17. Figure 
'exhibiceth, although it be alfo difeovered in the fame Habit, which the 01. Fi- 
gure fheweth. 



XVII. The Idol Manipe in the City Barantoia XXI. Another Idol 

in the Kingdom of Lada . Manipe. 

There is alfo exhibited in Barantoia another Spectacle of a falfe Deity, which as 
it almoft feemeth to exceed humane belief, foit alfo doth require to be evidenced 
With the more Angular care. Our Fathers relate, that whilft they remained or 
continued two whole months in Barantoia , to wait for the conveniency of the Ca - Theunhend > 
tavan, that they obferved many things in reference to the Manners and CuIIoms ^"woifSpj 
of the People, of which they noted fotne to be ridiculous, and otherfome to be°^' Great 
curfed and detcftable. There are two Kings in this Kingdom, whereof one isJ^King 
truly concerned and employed in the Management of the Affairs of the Kingdom, 
whom they call Vova, whofe PiSure or Effigies is reprefented in the VI Figure ; 
the other being feparated and taken off from the weight or incumbrancy of all : 
extraneous Concernments, living inq iict and repofe within the fecret Apart - 1 
ments or Wtthdrawiiigs of his Palace, is adored like unto a Deity, and that not 
only by the Natives, but of all the Kings, that arc fubjeft unto the Empire of 
Tartary, Who undertake voluntary Progrcfs or Pilgrimage unto him j they adore 
him as the true and living God, and they alfocall him the Eternal and Heavenly 
Father, which they atteft by the multitude of Prefents, that they offer unto him. 

He ikteth in an obfeu re Chamber or Room of his Palace (as the XIX. Figure 
(hewethj) adorned with Gold and Silver, and rendred refplendent by themulti- 
plicite Iu ft re of flaming Lamps, in a lofty place upon a Couch, which is covered 
with coftly Tapeftry ; unto whom Strangers at their approach fall proftrate 
with their heads to the ground , and kifs him with incredible Veneration, 
which is no other than that which is performed unto the Pope of Rome j fo that 
hence the fraud and deceit of the Devil may eafily and plainly appear, who by his 

M innate 




XV An oicl Woman, The Women in the King- XVI A 2 onng Woman > 

dam of Coin. 

They faw alfo ftrange Women at Baramcla, which came thither out of the 

' '. lh y a voum* Woman and an old one m this Habit as the 

adjacent Kingdom of Corn, aye > g ^ Womeri braid or curl all 

Women pour in the Liquor Cha o, the VVme three t,„ , 

time of drinking affix three Piece, of Butter umoffie^ bnm ot the^ ^ ^ ^ P 

thofe that pledge them or drink, afee J obferved in thefe Kingdoms, 

forehead. There is alfo another moft deeming them near to 

by which detouring 6f the recovery of f ";“d c 'nditches in the Fields, that 
death, they carry them forth «td Le they fit 

are full of dead bodies, and there bemg expofaL to ^ ^ 

fer them to perifh without any p.ty or or Fowl, and 

dead they leave them to e evoure w |,i|f t if, the mean while they 

by Wolves, Dogs, and inch like glorious death, to ob- 

perfwade themfelves that it is no mean ^ / on ^ Animals. The Women of 

tain or have their Tomb wthm the be lies T 1 1 more fit for Devils 

tbefc Regions are fo deformed and ugly, nac tn y rr f , j t h water, 

than Men ; for out of , religious coucejt t intolera- 

butvith a certain molt funking Oyl, whtc fit.hv that they feem not 

Me fc'-m. it doth fo much bodawb and tender them filthy, that they 

u , r Haosand Witches. T he 
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2 3 T he Habit of the Noble 24 The Habit of a Woman 25 The general Ha- 

Women of the Kingdom near Cuthi a City of the bit of the Kingdom of 

of Tanguth. Kingdom of Necbal. Necbal. 

The Figures 24. 2$. 2 6. 27. reprefent the Habits of this Nation. The King 
■whereof (hewed himfelf extraordinarily courteous unto our Fathers, by reafon of a 
Prefent which they beftowcd on him, which was a profpe&ive Glafs, and other 
very curious Mathematical Inftruments, with which he was fo taken, that he 
wholly determined with himfelf not to let them go, which he had not done, but 
that they faithfully promifed him they would return thither again 5 which if they 
performed, he promifed that he would there ereft an Houfe for their ufe and 
exercife, endowed with moil ample Revenues, and alfo grant them a plenary 
power to introduce the Chriftian Law into his Kingdom. 



22 A Northern Tartar. 


26 8c 2? The Habit of the Kingdom of Necbal. 

N Departing 
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Departing from N ecbal they came to the Confines of the Kingdom of M aran- 
ga, which is inclofed in the Kingdom of Tebet •, wfcofe Metropolis is Radoc, the 
utmoft bound of the Voyage formerly undertaken by Father Andradas , where 
they found many marks of the Chriftian Faith in time pafi there planted, from 
the names of Dominic k., Francis , Anthony , by which the men are called. And 
from hence they arrived at that firft City of the Kingdom of the Mogor fo well 
known unto the world by the name of Hcdoncla , and thence at Battana , a City of 
Eengala fituated on Ganges *, thence at Benares , a City famous for an Academy of 
th tBrachmans, and at lafi to Agra the Imperial City of the Mogor ; where Father 
Albert Dorville broken with the labours of his Travels, and full or repleniflied 
with Meries, leaving this terrcTtrial Country, departed, as we pioufly believe, un- 
to the heavenly manfion, in a middle way between Europe and China. 


CHAP. V. 

Of the Voyage attempted by Father Amatws Chefaud a French-man, Superiour 
of the Refidency of Ifihahan , for the Difcovery of an eafie and ready Palfage 
into China, even in fomemeafure unto Vsbec. Out of his Letters written in the 
Perfian Language, and direfled unto Father Athanafim Kircher. The Letter 
is to this Effect. * 

tiAiU 'j* 1 * * • ■ ’ ’ + ' 

ifL-.ul udT ,ndifCA d.’M, * - A •- r- • : 1 *• 

Ttie Voyage T Write not this Letter from Hifpaham, but in the way, being returned front the City 
iSSAl HairatSfahanum, front which City it is almofi a year ft nee I departed towards 
aFrench-man Balch, which is the Regal City of Usbcck, that I might dif cover whether there were 
any poffible way of pafpngthrongh the forefaid Usbeck and Turkeftan into Cathay, 
and hence into China. But indeed as I came thither with the Embaffadmr of Usbec 
unto the Bounds of Kezalbax, 1 found that way both difficult and dangerous ; there- 
, fore t continued for fonie months at Hairat (which City was formerly called Sciandr ia) 

AA r . and there 1 narrowly viewed the place , which the Ancients called Bachtra, where thorp 

' is a great niverfity or Academy , which the Son of the famous Tamcrlang builde , 

which notwithfianding is defiroyedby degrees , and runneth to mine for want of looking 
to, as alfo many other Edifices , which were formerly there built at the fame time, in 
which that City was in the hands of the Usbequi. From this place at length I came 
to the City Maxahad, which others call SanSa, there is a great Mefquit adorned with 
Gold. In this place l continued two months , and here difputed with the Learned, of 
whom there are many about the Law ; I found that albeit they openly and abroad 
praife their own Sett, yet they hold, that others of a contrary perfwafion ought to ob- 
ferve the Kings Law. Iheir time is not as yet come. I departed from this place, 
and came to Nixapor and Sabzzuar, wb/cb belong unto Chorafan j from thence Ipaf- 
fed over the Cities Setam, Damgan, and Jamnam, at lafi I arrived at Kaxanum, in 
the Province Aracand that is 30 Far fang clifiant front Sfahamum. This traSt of 
Land is for the moft part barren : at length I returned to Sfahamum, and here remain 
ready to fulfil the Commands of your Reverend Fatherhood. But doth not your Re- 
verend Fatherhood in the mean while publifh nothing unto the World ? fuch a Tree 
ought to bear fome fruit. Beficles two Boohj that you were pleafed to fend me fome years 
fince , nothing elfe hath arrived at my hands. I have here compofcd fome Treat ijes 
about the Co? 2 trovcrfies of the Law^ in particular aiiAnj&er to the Folijber of t e 
Lookjnr-glafi. I know no per fin that can better manage this Bufmefi at # ^ 

your Reverend j elf, n bom 1 befeech to render me more certain, whether that fuch Books 
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can be printed there but Imuch qucjlion, whether that any one can be found) that 
will beat the charge : yet in this matter I (ball determine nothing , but what my Sit- 
periours JhaU ordain. To conclude, the leaf of your Reverend Father flips Servants 
only more efpecially requireth this. That yon would retain this my EpiJUe by you for 
a Memorial , and that you would not be unmindful of me in your Holy Sacrifices. Dated 
near Xaxan about the time of the Feftival of Saint Francis Xavier. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The Voyage performed by Marcus Paulus Venetus, and Haython the Armenian 

into Cathay or China. 


S Ecing that none of the Ancients have deferibed the Kingdoms of the 
utmofi: Confines of the Eaft, more fully chan Marcus Paulus Venetus , 
therefore I efteemed it my duty , to deferibe his Voyage into Cathay at this 
time, having fo fit a place } although that there do many things occur, which are 
both not apprehended or underftood at this very day by any Geographer, by rca- The confafedt 
fonof the variety of names, by which he calleth Kingdoms, Provinces, Cities, 
Mountains, Rivers, Lakes, and that differently from all others *, and alfoby rea- ,w • 
fon of the Defcription of fome Cities, which confent not with the modern Geo- 
graphy : Moreover, Marcus Paulus being ignorant of the ufe of the Globe, hence 
it came to pafs,'that he fetteth not down the Longitude and Latitude of any City, 
from which knowledge alone the true Situation of Places is found. But now let 
us come to relate his Voyage. Anno 1169. Baldwine being Emperour of 
Conjlantinople , two famous Perfons of the illuftrious Family of the Panlini , 

Nicolas and Matthew , Citizens of Venice, fet forwards unto Conjlantinople in a Ship The caofe 
fraighted with divers Commodities, where having a little refrefhed them (elves, of d^Ifnder- 
and committing themfclves to the Euxine Sea % they arrived with profperous [nScSf 8 
winds at a Port of Armenia , called Soldadia \ now what this Port of Solcladia is, 
we have not hitherto found out. I interpret it to be 7 raps^ontem, feeing that there 
is no Port of the Armenians nearer the Euxine Sea } neither can we difeover what 
that Kingdom of Barinsa is. From the Kingdom of Bart%a they came by great 
windings and turnings of the Land utito the City of Bochara fituated on the River 
Oxus , in the Kingdom of ZJsbecl^, where great Wars arifing between the King of 
Bart^a , and of the Tartars \ they therefore being much perplexed, and 
ignorant which way to take to return into their own Country, upon a new con-Theyrtaidat 
fultation and advice, they remained there full three whole years, and that they ££ yel*!* 
might not fpend their time idly, in that {pace, they applycd thcmfelvcs with all Sri 
their endeavour to be attaining of the Tartarian Tongue. Therefore in this date Language, 
of Affairs, a certain Emballadour came ro Bachara to treat with the Great Empe- They g° w'f? 
rour of T-krtary, where when that he had found thefe fore-mentioned perfons, he dour of King 
ufed his utmoft endeavours, both in reference unto their great and noted Beha- ciSecS? 
viour, and ch(? Tartarian Tongue in which they were excellently accomplifhed, to 
have them with him in his return unto the Great Cham, unto whom he knew that 
they would be very acceptable therefore they relying on the advice of the Em- 
bafladour, after the travel of many months, did make their appearance before the 
Great Cham. He firft of all admi ing the Countenance and Behaviour of thefe TheGrejt 
Europeans , and alfo being led with a curiofityof underdanding the Affairs of^recd- 
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Europe, was wholly intent in the difcovery of the Mode and Form of the Govern- 
ment of the Occidental Regions, enquiring of them concerning the Pope, the Em- 
perour, and the Rices of the whole Empire, as well thofethat are obferVed in Peace 
as War * unto which, when that they had prudently replyed, they fo far wrought 
a confuitati- upon the Emperour, that enrring intoCounfel with his Nobles, he concluded of 
on about fend- fending an Finbafladour unto the Pope of Rome, which he thought fit in his 
fadour unto Name toimpofe on thefe Paulini , whole faith and fincerity he had now fufficient- 
Xtme? co{ ly tryed, and together with them he fent a Golden Table and Letters, in which 
he requeued that hisHolintfs would fend him an hundred perfons confpicuous 
both for Learning and Wifdom, to inftruft his Subje&s in the Chriftian Faith, 
which he Laid was the beft and moft pure of all others. Wherefore thefe 
perfons having received their Embaflie , being about to fulfil the Will and 
They fet for- Command of the Emperour, by and by fet forward on their Voyage, having this 
their voyage Golden Table, which being (hewed, for it was fealed with the Seal of the Great 
for Europe. throughout the whole Empire of Tartary, through which they were to pals, 

and alfo having the Great Cbams Letters, in which he commanded all hisSubje&s 
that they fliould receive them with all honour and afteftion, and difeharge them 
2 ?riTp«Vof all Coftoms and Tribute : Therefore they followed on their Journey by the 
great afliHance of the Golden Table, and after the fpace of fome months, they 
thcncc to ^- came at Jenpth to B a for a a Port of the Armenians (now what this Port was, whe- 
ther on the Cafpian or Ettxine Sea, I have not as yet found ) it is moft probable to 
be the Port Trape^ontem, placed in a corner of the Ettxine Seajfor from this Port, 
within few months, Anno 1272. they came to Ancona , which could not be per- 
formed from the Cafpian Sea, by reafon of the great fpace of Land and Regions 
interjoyned. 

Moreover having returned unto Ancona whence they departed , the report 
The death of of the death of Clement the IV. being noifed abroad, and no other as yet placed 
pope clement ^ ^ Apoftolical Seat, being deftitute of advice , they were not a little di- 
Theygonnto fturbed : and fetting forward unto Venice , to revifit their Native Soil , they 
Verne. Ecasd of the new Eleftion of a Pope * here Nicolas found his Wife, whom he 
had left great with Child at his departure, to be dead, having left behind her 
Marcus a Son of 1 5 years of age, who afterwards became the Companion of his 
Father into thofe moft remote Regions of ///*<>, which his Father had before tra- 
velled unto, and alfo was the Author and Writer of this Geographical Hiftory. 
Wherefore a new Pope being chofen, and named Gregory the 10 th (R udolphtts be- 
ing Emperour) by the unanimous approbation of the Cardinals, they return to 
Ancona , having delivered the Letters of the Great Cham, together with the Prc- 
fents, unto the Pope, with which he being moved, and greatly rejoycing in that he 
The Letters had a fit opportunity offered him for the propagation of the Gofpel, he returned 
cbmm&t a literal Mifliveunto the Great Cham, in which all things were contained that 
jivered to the might feem neceftary to inftriuft them better in the Chriftian Religion, and render 
(fuwyx. the mind of the great King more flexible and yielding unto the receiving of the 
Chriflian Sacred Law : unto thefe he adjoyned two excellent Perfons for Learn* 
ing, of the Society of Saint Dominick^, IViUiam of Tripoly and Nicolas , whole 
firname is not added. Thefe therefore now being confummate in their defires, 
begin their Journey to the Eaft, and at length after a long Voyage by Sea and 
Land, having entred Armenia , when that they had found all things in dilorder, by 
reafon of a War commenced between the Armenians and the Sultan of Babylon. 
The Fathers being ftruck with fear, and laying afide all profecution of a 
further Voyage, took up their ftation , and continued in Armenia ; but Nicolas 
with his Son Marcus Paulus , rejeflingall fear of danger, out of a great defire by 

which they laboured to give the Great Cham a plenary fatisfaftion concerning hi > 
J V Finbaffic, 
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Embaffie, although that they were expofed to great hard (hip, and thedangcr of 
unknown paths and travel, yet they arrived with him at the City CUmenijit of 
whofe approach, when that Cnblai the Great Chain was acquainted more certainly, 
he commanded his Meflengers in forty daysfpace to fet forwards to meet them, 
and toconduft them unto him, and withal to fhewthem all the refpeft that might 
be, and to let them want for nothing that might be any way necelfary for them. 
Therefore being admitted into the prefence of the Great Chant, and havingper- 
formed the accuftomed figns or tokens of Veneration, they declared the effe&s of 
the Embaflic that they were imployed in, and alfo prefented him with the Letters 
of the Pope, together with a Vial of Oyl borrowed from one of the Lamps of our 
Saviours Sepulchre he admiring the prefence of Marcus the Son of Nicolas, gave 
fuch refpe& unto both of them, that he admitted them lor his domcftick Atten- 
dants, which was a token of great honour, and made ufe of Nicolas as an Embaf- 
fadour, whom by reafon of that Angular prudence that appeared in him, and his 
fignal dexterity in difpatching of bufineffes, and his great skill in four different 
T ongues, he fent him on divers Employments, all which redounded unto his no 
fmall advantage ; and when that he difcOvered the Empcrour to be delighted 
with curious fights of Nature, and ftrange Cuftoms, whatfoever he obferved 
to be rare, admirable, and exotick, in the various tra$s of his Embafliesand 
Voyages, thofe he fet down with great induftry, and prefented them to the Great 
Cham i by which you can hardly imagine ho w much he ingratiated himlelf in his 
favour, until that at length fmitten with a defire of returning to their Country 
after the difeharge of many Embaffies for the fpace of feventeen years, having 
obtained, though with' much rclu&ancy, a freedom to return, they came back 
well and fafe, through many unknown paths of Sea and Land, having palled in- 
numerable Regions, unto Venice Anno Now having related this by the 

way, there remaineth nothing but that I fhould deferibe fomewhat more at large 
his Voyage into Cathay , feeing that many things, as I have faid, do occur in it* 
which do very much perplex Geographers. 


The Voyage of Marcus Paulus Vcnetus. 

H E, having failed over the Mediterranean Sea, and travelled through Anato- 
lia , Armenia , and Ferfia , came untd the Region Balafia , which l luppole to 
be Corafina , a Country interpofed between Ferfia and the Kingdom of the Mogul t 
From this place, avoiding the pafiage towards the South, he took his way between 
the North and Eaft, which they call Nordoji ; thence he came through the De- 
farts, and then over the moft high Mountain Belor , which we have de- 
ferred before, into the Kingdom of Caffar, which now they call Cafcar, 01 a 
time tributary unto the Great Cham, partly inhabited by hejlonan Chnfttans, and 
partly by Mahometans * thence winding a little towa'ds tne North, he entre in- 
to Samarcande the Regal Seat of the Great Tamberlaw in the Kingdom of Car- 
cham , now called larcham * from thence they proceeded onwards, through the 
Defart Lop, into the Cities Feim and Ciarcta, and at length into Camul and lar- 
pham , at that time Provinces of the Empire of Lanchut and now fubjccl to the 
Empire of Vsbec. All which agree with what wc have alledged before concern- 
ing the Voyage of Benedict Goes. Yet from hence he went not the fliortefi way 
unto Cathay , but declining towards the North he came unto the City 
the Metropolis of the Kingdom of Lanchut, where having entred between the 
Eaft and South, that is South-eaft unto thofe that proceed forwards, he cam. t 
lla thS the Defart , yet laying afide this pafTage, he proceeded forwards 
again towards the North, and having paffed^htough many Provinces and K.i g- 


50 


Cambalu the 
Royal Scat of 
the Great 
Cham. 


Why there is 
do mention 
of the Walls 
of China in 
the Itinerary 
of Marcus 
Pauluu 


The Defcripti- 
on of Cathay 
by Htython. 


ftATHA^ASiVS I^IXCHEX 

doms of the Eaftern Tartary , where he found many Chriftians, at length he arri- 
ved at Cambaiu the Royal Court of the Great Cham , of the largcnefs and Ety- 
mology of which City we have before treated at large: Where I wonder very 
muchtbat Panins Tenet ns maketh no mention of the Walls of the Empire of Chi- 
na , through which of necefiity he fnould have pafled i perad venture he ftraglirig 
far and wide unto the Eaftern Sea (unto which he writeth that he came) through 
the Northern Kingdoms, in all probability he came through Coreamtm that be- 
longeth unto the Chine fes into Cathay , that is China, for whatfoever he after- 
wards relateth concerning Cathay , whatfoever he obferveth concerning the vaft- 
nefs and magnificency of the Cities, concerning the frequency and multitude of 
the People and Merchants, of the afiiucncy of all things necefl'ary for humane 
life, of the abundance of the great and fmall Rivers, of the admirable ftrufture 
and fabrick of the Bridges ; thefe, I fay, can agree unto no other Region, King* 
dom, or Empire, but only unto that moft vaft Empire of the Chinefes , unto which 
the Chine ft an names of the Cities, and their Cuftoms and Manners are altogether 
confonant and agreeable as I have fhewed in the preceding Difcourle at large. 
Haython the Armenian , a Monk of the Order of the Pr jemon firatenfis, and of the 
Blood Royal, a Traveller throughout the whole Eaft, he with the fidelity 
of a religious perfon confirmeth whatfoever is more largely related by Paulus 
Venetus concerning the Kingdom of Cathay', for he beheld Anno 1307. all thofe 
Kingdoms of the urmoft parts of the Eaft with his own eyes, the caufe, manner, 
and occafton of which Voyages we (hall afterwards declare. Now he thus fpeak- 
eth concerning the Kingdom ot Cathay , in the nrft Chapter of his Hiftory : The 
Kingdom of Cathay is the greatejl that is to he found in the whole World , and it is 
replenifhed with infinite people and riches, and it hath its fit nation on the Sea-coaji. 
The men of thofe parts are moft fuhtle , and full of all deceit , and therefore in all 
knowledge make flight of all other Nations , for they fay that they are the only people 
that fee with both eyes , and all others with one only ', they have for the moft part little 
eyes , and are naturally without a heard ; and moreover it is reported concerning this 
Kingdom , that it is in the chief part of the world, becaufethat it hath the Eaft on 
one part , and on the other part there doth no Nation inhabit , as they do report \ on 
the Weft it hath its Confines on the Kingdom of Tarfa, on the North it is hounded 
with the Defart of Belgian, and on the Eaft and South there are innumerable [(lands 
of the Sea. In which words he fo deferibeth Cathay or China, that he difFereth 
in nothing from the modern fituation, the Cuftoms of the Nations, and other 
things proper unto China. 


CHAP. VJI. 

Of the introcluSlion of the Chrijtian Faith into the forementioned Kingdoms of Tar- 
tary and Cathay, by the now alledged Voyages. 

S EEING that in all the forementioned Voyages we at all times meet with 
the mention of the Chriftians, the Reader ought not to doubt, but that the 
Evangelical Do&rine of the Chriftian Law hath been introduced into the 
utmoft Kingdoms of the Eaft, from the very firft times of the Primi- 
tive Church, either by the Apoftles themfelves, or by their Difciples, or their 
SuccdTours in the Apoftolical * Fun&ion ; which that it may appear more 

plainly, 
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pla nly, am refolved to treat of the Apoftolica! Expeditions of a!! Ages imo 
theft Kingdom;, and although that I have in the former Part of this Book treat- 
ed of the Expedition of Saint Thom* into India , and the neighbouring King 
doms yet I here endeavour to demonftrate how by the affiftance and labour, of 
. Saint TW and alfo of Saint Fbilip, Bartholomew, Thacleus, and other Apoftle, 
the holy Gofpel was propagated in the Kingdom of the Mediterranean India 
even unto the utmSft bounds of Tartary. Which whilft that I perform I m „ft 
acknowledge that t received no fmall light from the excellent Father Henry Kho 
vyho hath travelled almoft through*, t all Tkdta ; for being fent from Goa into 
the Kingdom of the Mogul, into Dal can, that is now called the Kingdom of Vi (t- TheVoyage of 
for, having paffed over the Mountain Gati, he came to Colconda, and thence into “S “7 
Montifkr, and thence by a direftVoyage c oBcngala and the Kingdom of Decamtm India ‘ 
and From hence by the City Delli in a (Wight path to the Court of the AW in 
the City of Agra ; what rarities and curiofities he obferved in fo great a Voyage 
he will publilb to the world in its due and appointed time in his Itinerary : He 
when he reafoned concerning the Kingdom of Narfmga, , and thofe fo celebrated’ 

Rehques of Saint Thomas at Meliapor, laid, that amongft other things which the 
Chrifiians referve in their Library unto this day, there is the Voyage of Saint 
Thomas (which that holy Apoftle undertook from Judea into India) preferved 
and that he hath it tranliated out of the Syriach^ into the Latinc Tongue ; which 
when that I earneftly requeued, he freely alTented to irVy defires ; now it is that 
which folio weth. In the general diftribution of the Glo'be of the Earth made by the thevoyage of 
Apo files at Hierufalem, for the propagation of the DiviniGofpel, it is manifefi from\ r !Ze V hc 
Ecclejiafiical Hiflory, that Fndia fell unto the Lot of Safdt Thomas, unto which that I^ e4 ialoIn ' 
he might arrive, he thus began his Voyage ', from yudeti -' having pa ffed through Sy-**’ 
ria, Armenia, Mefopotamia, he came unto a certain City of Perfia, which is called 
£oldania, where having / owed the feed of the Gofpel, he reaped a large bar v eft of 
Chrifiian Converts : And hence through the Kingdom of Candahar and Cabul, which 
is 40 Luc* dift ant from Candahar ; now Cabul is alfo called Galabor, by which the 
holy Apoftle paffed over high Mountains unto the Region called at this day by 
the Moors Gauorftan, that is the Region of Infidels, for fo they term the Chrifiians, 
which continue there unto this very day, the Chrifiians are called the Chrifiians of 
S aint Thomas, who as t hey are naturally deft videcl or fortified by mofi high Mountains , 
fo there is no eafiepafiage granted unto them, although that fometimesfowe Saracens 
paf smite them, who areprefently fain, out of an hatred of their perfidious Se& but 
the Gentiles or Heathen are received, ancl although that thefie Chrifiians obferve various 
Rites of the Chrifiian Religion, as that they imprint a threefold Crofs on their fore- 
heads and temples, which is done or depitted by an Indian Herb or Weed called Santa IF, 
of a red colour, and that in Baptifm they dip their Children in watcr,yet notwithfiandin<j 
it fo hapneth in proccfs of time, that the Church growing full of brambles by the want 
of Apofiolical men , together with fome fmall f parks of the Chrifiian Faith there as yet 
remaining, the body of Chriftianity is much wafted and decayed’, for the whole Nation 
is defiled with the various fuperfiitions and blcmifbes of errours. Which Father Ni- Nkoiot Tin a* 

cholas Irigantius, in the Voyage undertaken by BenediSl Goes into Cathay , con- f ' w * 
lirmeth in thele words. Afterwards they came into another Town named Paflaur, 
where they met a certain Anchorite, by whom they underflood that 30 days Journey 
thence was a City of the Chrifiians named Caphurftan, into which there was no pafiage 
admitted unto the Saracens, and thofe that approach thereunto fuffer death : yet the Hea- 
then Merchants are not prohibited the entrance of their Cities, but are only excluded or 
debarred admifiion to their Temples : He related, that all the Inhabitants of that Region 
go unto Church apparelled in blacky, that the Landis fruitful, ancl that there are plenty 
of Vines found there. Which Narration caufed a fufpicion in him, that without 

queftiori 
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queition there was yet the habitation oi: Chriftians although much degenerated, 
which he had alfo confirmed by report elfewhere. Which matter was fo mani- 
feft unto others of our Fathers, the Propagators of the Chriftian Faith in the 
Kingdom of the Mogul, that no perfon from hence forwards ought to doubt of 
the truth of the fame } whence unto this very day they are called the Chriftians 
of Saint Thomas , and queftionlefs they had long fince been gathered into the 
Church of Chi ift, if there had not wanted Labourers. Moreover, Saint Thomas 
is faid to have departed from Caphurflan unto the lefler Gw^arata, not far from 
the Kingdom Cafmir , of which we have treated above, which is fituated diftant 
from Labor three days Voyage towards the North j and thence he is faid to have 
paffed the Mountains of Tbebet in a long compafs of Land towards Bengala , 
through the Kingdom of Decan , to have arrived at M eliapor. It is certainly rela- 
ted, that Letters written in the Syriacl^ Tongue on a moft ancient Parchment are 
yet preferved in the Library or R.epofitory of the Church of Meliapor , in which 
Saint Thomas is faid to have convocated the Bilhops confecrated by him in the 
forefaid Kingdom, that is from Candabar , Cabnl , Caphurflan , the lefier Gu%arata, 
and the other adjoyning Provinces, unto the Council of Meliapor } which if it be 
fo, it is very much to be lamented, that there have no perfons been found who 
might have tranflated a treafury of fo great Ecclefiaftical Antiquity into La- 
tine. But let it be what it will, Origen and Eufebius write that Saint Thomas firft 
went and preached t p thp Fartbians , and Gregory Na%ian%en delivercth, in his 
Homily againft the- ^yri<*§f, that he preached to the Indians * Tbeodoret corrfent- 
eth unto thefe, that the preaching and receiving the Gofpel amongft the Farthi- 
ans , Perfians, Medes, Brachnians, Indians , and the bordering Nations, ought to be 
aferibed unto Saint Thomas -, ind Nicephorns relateth alfo, that he came unto Ta- 
praban , now called Sumatra , 4 /hich feeing that it is not remote from the Empire 
of China, , it cannot but appear very probable unto any one that he came, or vifit- 
cd them in his own perfon *, any erne, I fay, who rightly underftandeth what I 
have above related concerning the Voyages of Saint Thomas the Apo/lle , which 
is at large handled by Oforius Bifhop of Sylva , who hath elegantly compiled the 
Indian Hiftory : Whence from thefe Regions even now declared, vi%. from Ca- 
bulj Caphurjian , Tibet , Mogul , he might eafily by the Bifhops his Succelfors propa- 
gate the facred Gofpel of Chrift into the remote/! Provinces and Kingdoms, even 
unto the utmoft bounds of Tartary : This Ortelius openly confirmeth, who faith 
Archon a King- that the Kingdom of Arcbon fituated in the utmoft Angle or corner of the North, 
r°wh°crc <rnt was converted unto the Chi ifiian Faith by Saint Thomas: you muft underftand it 

ciirifKans of of his Succelfors, fo that by this account there is no part or corner of the world, 
5, Thomas, which hath not been filled with the light of the Gofpel, by his care and diligence. 

Nicephoros alfo relateth in his It. Book, Chap. 39. that Saint Philip preached 
s. Philip the the Gofpel in the upper Afia ; now the upper Afia is nothing elfe but that vaft 
fpace of Afta Minor y which the Ancients called by the name of Scythia on this fide, 
and beyond Imam *, and they are all thofe Regions, which are both comprehend- 
ed in the extream Limits of the Eaftern Sea, and alfo about the Cafpian Sea, as Geor- 
gia , Iberia , Albanior , Micrelia , Armenia , and part of the Tranfmarine Afiaticl ^ Tar- 
tary: from whence in courfe of time the Gofpel of our Saviour by a farther fprout- 
ing, was tranfplanted into the multitude of the Kingdoms fpread about far and 
wide, as T hebet^ bidojlati , 'Tanchut^ and the Like. Cbryfojlonte faith, that Saint Bar- 
S. Bartholo - tholomcrv inftru£ied the people of the Greater Armenia in the Chriftian Faith j So- 
mwtiic Apo -pbronivs faith, that he taught the Albanians and Origen , that he preached to the 
h it lie r mo ft Indians. Panthcnus a Chriftian Philofophcr faith, that when he tra- 
velled to the Indians, he found Chriftianity yet flourifhing by the Preaching of 

Bartholomew . He that is curious to know more concerning this, let him have re- 

courfe 
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courfc unto the Hiftory of the Armenians , which they call Giarrentir, that is, a TheHiftory 
Book of Relations, which Clemens Galanns a Canon Regular, who fpent many °! the 
years in Armenia, Georgia, and the Other Regions of Colchis , to propagate the 
Chriftian Faith, here publifhed at Rcwe. 

Firft of all thvtefore the Chriftian Faith was introduced into the fore-mentioned 
Kingdoms by the Apoftles, Thomas^ Philip, and Bartholomew , which afterwards in 
courfe of time being propagated and cultivated by their Succeftbrs, very holy men, 
and illuminated with the holy Spirit, diffufed and fpread the Light of the Divine 
Law throughout the whole Eaft, unto the great advantage of Souls, until that by 
the want of Labourers, the people following a more diftolute and ill mode of life, 
degenerating from the re&itudc of Faith received, and alfo blcmifhed and befpot- 
ted with the Rites of the Centiles, altogether fell oft' from the true way. For 
Anno 400. when that by the inftinft of Satan, the curfed Arias, Nejlcrins, Dio - 
fettrns, and other Hereticks, but efpecially thcNejlorian Herefte had every where 
fpread it felf, paid more efpccially in an horrid manner weakned the Orthodox ^ 
Faith of Chrift : So above all other parts it infe&ed with the Venom of its pefiian*\»hJnin- 
ferous Do&rine Colchis , Armenia, Perfia^Tttrcbeflan, and the utmoft Bounds of the {^ai'pr*. 
AfiatickJPartary^ fo that, as Marcns Panins and Haython relate, there is no place of vit y- 
the for efaid Regions, which it hath not defiled. Adde unto this, that inJJJg^Sr 
the year 6 32. or thereabouts, was the curfed rife of the Incendiary of the World, 

Mahomet , who fwelling and breaking in like an Inundation over a great portion of the world, 
the Earth, fubje&ed the fame to his in oft unjuft Laws j whence it came to pafs, 
that the faithful Chriftians, and more cfpecially perfons of the Prieftly Order, be- 
ing exiled their native Country, by degrees forfook the Provinces of the more in- 
ward part of Afia, either by fear of Perfecution, or by a voluntary Exile ; thofe 
that were armed with a zeal and defire to the Houfeof God , being inflamed 
with a fervour to propagate the ancient Religon of the Orthodox Faith, 
retired into China it felf, where ho .v much they laboured to the advantage of 
the Chriftian Faith, is plainly (hewed by the Syro~Chinefian I have expounded 
above. Now becaufe that nothing is firm and folid in humane Affairs, fo alfo the 
Faith introduced into the fore mentioned Regions, now fading either through the 
want of Apoftolical men, or the extream degeneration of Chriftians, tended or de* 
flecled fometimes to Idolatry, then to MahumetHm, and anon to the Religion of 
the Nefiorian Hereticks, according as the luft of each perfons Genius led or drew 
them } and this Viciflitude or Alteration of the Orthodox Faith, fometimes re- 
ceived and other-fome being rejefled, continued more cfpecially in the Eafterrt 
Tartary unto the year 1 25a. in which (as Haython the Armenian relateth, who was 
of the Blood Royal) Haython King of Armenia his Brother reigned, until that he 
could no longer endure theT nrhjfb Spoilers of his Kingdom ; wherefore by a di- 
vine inftinft taking a new Count'd, and going in his own perfon unto the Great 
Cham Empcrour of tart ary, whom Panins Venetus calleth Cublai Cingifcban , who 
ruled in Parted and Cathay , both to make a League againft the Saracens , and to 
gain the favour and good will of that moft potent Prince for the confirming of 


the Chriftian Commonwealth in a peaceful eftatcand condition, after a tedious 
Voyage he arrived at Almalech , that is Cambaln the Court of the Great Chaik ; the 
flrrat Cham or Cublai* being much joyed at his coming, received him with great ho- converreththr 
nour andaffc&ion, as hedeferved, beftowed on him great Prefents and advifed his GreatfW 
Nobles, that they, following his example, fliould do the fame. Therefore when 
that King Haython had refted himfelf fome weeks after the toyl of his continual 
travels then lie addreffed himfelf to the Emperour, and with much ftrength and 
weight of rational arguments opened the caufe of his fo far undertaken 
Voyage. The Emperour having duely pondered the ;uft reafons oi his Petlf1 ^ 
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and greatly admiring both the condefcenfion of the Kings perfon in cxpofing him- 
felf to fo great labours and danger, and alfo confidcring that the quiet of his 
Kingdom, and the advantage or inter eft of the Chriftian Commonwealth was ve- 
ry much concerned, out of his clemency promifed to grant him whatsoever he 
The conditi- Should demand. Hoyt boh accepting of the obfequioufnefs of fo free an offer 
quefts propo- prefented him in writing with feveral points of his Petition ; whereof the 
SgoSrm,- was > that the Great Cham would vouchfafe to embrace the Chriftian Faith ; 
awchtm. the rcCOIld was ’ tIlat a P cr P ccual League of Friendship might be confirmed be- 
’ tween the Chriftians and the lartars ", the third was, that all the Chriftians, both 
Ecclcfiafticks and Laicks, with their Churches might be free from all perfection, 
and enjoy their immunities and priviledges in all the Kingdoms which the Tartan 
had fubje&ed to the Empire l , the fourth was, that he Should raife an Army to free 
the Holy Sepulchre of Chrift from the T urfjfb tyranny, and alfo reftore the 
Holy Land poffeiTed by the Saracens intonhe hands of the Chriftians *, fifthly, 
that he Should joyn his Forces with his, to root out the moft potent Caliph of Bal- 
dacb ", Sixthly, that he fhould grant him that priviledge, that he might implore the 
afljftancc of the Tartars wherefoever they inhabit, more efpecially thofe that 
bordei 4 nearer Armenia , and that without any delay they fhould be obliged to 
aid him ; Seventhly, that the Priviledges and Jurlsdi&ions of his Kingdom of Ar- 
menia, which fir ft was poffcffed by the Saracens , and they being thence cxpulfed 
by the Tartars , the tributary Kings of the Great Cham pofTcffed, fhould be refto- 
red to him the King of Armenia. The Great Cham , having heard the demands 
of the King, prefcntly calling a Council of his Nobility, the King being fet in 
of'th^Grcat P re k nce before them all> anfwered in thefe words : Because that the King of Ar- 
cham to the menia hath addreffed himfelf to our Empire , not by any compulfion , but moved of his 
m AT ovcn f ree truth it very much becometh our Imperial Majejly , to ajfent unto his 

lawful requejls, and by all ways pofpble to farther his de fires, therefore we accept of 
your prayers, and flail be careful to accomplifh all bf Gods affijlance : Firfi of all I 
the Emperour and Lord of the Tartars will caufe my ft If to be baptised, 1 will hold 
that Faith which the Chrijiians bold, and I do advife all the SubjeSis of my Empire 
to do the like , but not with that intention , that I defire violence to be offered unto any 
perfon. SJnto l he fecond we anfwer, and effeBually intend , nay and command that 
there be a perpetual League between the Chrijiians and the Tartars inviolably confir- 
med. Alfo we will , and it is our pleafure that all the Churches of the Chrijiians , and 
the Clergy of what condition foever , whether fecular or religious , have and enjoy 
their priviledges and liberties in all the Kingdoms or Provinces fubjeSl unto my Do- 
minion , neither that any one may tnolejl them. As for what concerneth the Holy 
Land , we fay, that if we could with our conveniency , we would, out of reverence unto 
onr Lord and Saviour fej us Chrift, go in perfon ", but becaufe we have much bitfiaefs 
in thefe our Kingdoms , we will and enjoin our Brother Haolon to bring all this bufi- 
nefs to ejfeSl, as it reepuireth and becometh the fame : for he flail free the City of Hic- 
rufalem and all the Holy Land out of the hands of the Pagans, and flail reftore the 
fame unto the Chrijiians. And now for what concerneth the Caliph of Baldach, we 
ftjall i fine out our commands unto our Captain Baydod, who is General of the Tartars, 
and thoje that are in the Kingdoms. of Turcia, and all others that inhabit about thofe 
Regions, that they reduce them all under their yoke, and utterly deftroy the Caliph, onr 
capital Enemy. And as for the priviledge that the King of Armenia required) by the 
aic of the Tartars, it is our pleafure , that he may havefatisfa&ion according unto his 
defire, which we alfo are refolved freely to confirm . And laflly as concerning that , 
that the King of Armenia demandeth, that wejlould re fore the Lands of his King- 
dom ta fen from him by the Saracens, and afterwards pojfefied by the Tartars, this we 
willingly and freely grant unto him, and it is our pleafure that our Brother Haolon re- 
ftore 
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ftore all the fame Laris without delay * *»<* alfo our mil and ~pl^fae «, that many 
Tents may be panted unto theforefaid King, and that by a facial orace , for rfe 4*/- 
mentation and defence of his Kingdom. Thus Haython the Armenian, who W 2 S Maytbon the 
Bt other of this King of Am**, and alfo hit infcpuablc Companion in his Voy. £%.f u, ‘ 
age unto the Great Cham Into the remoteft parts of Tartary. The points which S& 51 L 
King Haywon requeued of rhe Great Cham , were obtained with wonderful con- K . in 8 of Ame - 
(fancy of faith and fincerity *, for as the Armenian Writer of this Hiftory teftifi-"' 4 ' 
cth in hrs 24 th Chapter, he accompliflied the firft point, in reference unto Bap- 
tifm, without delay , for after that he had been inftruOed in the Chriftian Faith, 
he with his whole Court, and all his Nobility, with the reft were baptized by a 
certain Bifliop that was Chancellour of Armenia , and by his Brother Haython, the 
King of Armttliapnd having now happily difeharged his Embafiie,and accomplifli- 
ed his defires, accompanied with Haohn, after that he was reftored unto his King- 
dom, he gained the pofleflion of all Perfia, being then without a King, without al- 
moft any fefiftance : He defpoiled alfo the Caliph befieged in Baldach , and plun- 
dred the City, that abounded with innumerable riches, and blocked up the Ca~ 
liph, the Head of the perfidious Mahumetan Religion, a perfon extrcamly cove- 
tous, who refer ved his money to raife an Army, in a Caftle or Tower, and thence 
caft out Iris Gold, Silver, and precious Jewels, to maintain and preferve Iris life, 
ifpoflible ; but he famifhed him by depriving him of all provifion, and thus 
fpake unto him : If then hadft not fo covetonfly and petmrioujly referved this Trea- 
fure, thou hadji freed thy felf \ and thy City } but now enjoy thy wealth , and eat 
and drin that which thou haft fo dearly delighted in. And thus he repo- 
fing confidence in his riches, perifhed with hunger. Thence wheeling about his 
Army he wan all Tttrcil?; and reduced into his poflVflion Alepo, a moft ftrong and 
populous City, and alfo abounding in all wealth, after 9 days Siege j which being 
gained in, and Damafcns being a (Paul ted and taken by the fame Valour of mind, he 
then fubdued with the like fuccefs the Holy Land, even unto the Defart of A£,gypt ; 
where in all the Kingdoms now fiibjc$ed under his Dominion, this was his only 
care, that whatfoever Chrift ians he found either exiled or debarred of their liberty, 
were reftored unto the fame again, and alfo had the priviledge of their Churches 
granted them, and thofe that were demo'ifhed, were re-edified at their coft being 
induced unto thismore efpecially by his Wife, who was named Doucofcaron , who 
was reported to be one of the Lineage of the three Kings that were led by the Star, 
and offered their Prelents unto our Saviour at his Birth: For flic as having been 
long before inftru$ed in the Chriftian Religion, fo alfo being inflamed with a zeal 
and defire of promoting the Chriftian Faith, made it her whole endeavour, by the 
extirpation of the wicked Se£i of Mahomet , to reftore the Holy Land and the Se- 
pulchre of Chrift unto the Chriftians. Therefore ir fo hapned by the zeal of 
this Haython to the Chriftian Faith, that befides the hithermoft Tartary , both the 
Kingdoms of Armenia and Colchis , and alfo Turcia , Babylon , Syria , and Palefttne 
freely and with great liberty enjoyed the Chriftian Profeflion, with a great ac- 
ceflion of the Infidels unto the Faith of Chrift. And in the Greater Tartaria , all 
every where, following the. example of the Great Cham, embraced the Chriftian 
Profeflion even unto the utmoft bounds of Cathay. 

Saint Antonins confitneth all rhis in his 5. Tom. tit. ly.chap. 8 -fed. 21. and he, 
whom we before called Haolon , he calkth Ercaltay , a Prince and Brother of Cu- 
blai the“Grcat Cham } for he a long rime after his Baptifm, being fent in the name 
of the Emperour to deftroy the perfidious St<ft of Mahomet , out of a great and 
incredible zeal he had to the Orthodox Religion, and alfo to recover the Holy 
Land, as we have before related, atchieved many exploits worthy eternal memo- 
ry. There is an Epiftlc of his extant, in the fame quoted place ot Antonins , unto 

Saint 
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— ' — ; "iT f F w ha was alfo at the fame time intent on a War un* 

i» *■ 1“ "f c ’f“. '• " *“ E f“f h ' 

p, 4 *kzs£: 

unto becaulett is wott y ofthc Letter which Ercaltay Prince of the Tartar* 

a5S*-« te EX rTt;L^t7by h co m ,nand tranflated into’ La.,,* word for word 

gt by the Power of the High Cod from the King of 
\ 1 cn „ 'thf* Crcat Kine, the Strenuous or Viflonous Conque r 

: rou^of many P^ro™ inces, the Sword of the World the Viftory of Chriftiamty.the 
‘ Defender of the Apoftolical Religion, Son of the Evangel, cal Law, King of 
7 < F,,m« lct Cod increafe his Dominion, and preferve h.s Dominion for many 

< " ’nd fulfil his defires in the Law, and in the World now, and tn the WorU 

, y ea ’ . .. . 1 .. J.-.c niuine Powerahat leadeth all men, and all the Pro- 


* i i that he will accept theie Benedictions* anu tuat 11 a j a i 

^ and this Ir^n ^ ' . God grallt th a C l m ay behold this magnificent King, 

* D rh aDDroached fo near unto us. Now the moft high Creator grant this out 

who hath PP h and caufe us to a ffemble together in Unity. Now 

‘“hisour Salutation, let the King know that in this ourEpiftle wetnmnd 
‘ hut the advantage of Chtiftianity, and the (lengthening of the hands ot 

* Trhfimans and I befeech G&d, to render the Chriftian Armies fuccefsful, and 

- . over their Adverfaties that contemn the Ce.fi. 

« Now on the part, or behalf of the great King, let Cod advance him, i« God n 

‘ we have fent hither by our faithful Servant fe ve^eraWe per or 
‘ and by Mark, and they declare thofe good Reports, and r y 

‘ in prefence, how matters are carried with us ; now the Son l '’ > 
i W o r ds and may concrcditthem, and in our Letters the King of tlw Earth y 
s eX alted : his Magnificence commandeth, that in the Law of God there bc nodil- 
' ‘ ference between the Grecian and the R, man, the Armenian, N eftenan, and Jaco- 

' « bite and all thofe that adore the Crofs ; for they are all one wtth us, and lo we 

‘ defire that the magnificent King would not be divided, or be contrary aiimngft us, 

* but that his Piety 8 may be (hown upon all the Chriftians and that hts Coodn^ 

‘and Clemency may continue. Thus far the Example of the pt . 
fent unto the King of Frame into Cyprus from E realtay Prince of the Tartars, unt 
which other Letters are fufficiently confonant, which a little before were pefm- 
ed unto the fame King from the King of Cyprus, and the Count of Joppa, a \< 
fetipt of which alfo, together with the Tranfcnpt of the forelaid Letter 
n,i« ra tay were fent by the venerable Legate unto Pope Innocent the IV . This 1 

wlTotS "tfosltt^ fent unto the fore-mentioned Ercaltay, and to the g re «®''W, 
Embafladours of the Order of Saint Dominick, with prec.ous Gifts or Prefenth 
whereof one was that which they call aBaUarhru, which the great Chan, command^ 
at e ' at ed to be fent unto him, a moft precious and magnificent Prefent, in w 

whole Life of Chrift was beheld interwoven tnTapeflry-work by wonderlul \ , 
together with a piece of the Crofs : But concerning this, fee more at large a 
Antonins in the place cited ; as alfo Vincentins Bilhopof Beil ay in hts f# 
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Hijloricmn, or Hiftorical Looking-glafs j all which happened about the year 
1 1*6. and areconlonant to what wc a little before allcdgedoutof Panins Vene- 
tns and Haytbon : Saint Antonine aflerteth, in the place quoted, that fomeT*r- 
tars came unto the Gouncel held under Innocent the IV th ; at length, Anno 1 300. 
as Vadingns relatcth in the Life of Saint Odiricns, many Religious perfons of the 
Order of Saint Francis , were fent unto the great Chant into the greater Cathay and 
1 artary , and remained in the Cities of Camhaln , Nanchin , which they call the City 
of Heaven, as alfo in the Kingdom of Tebeth, converting many of the Infidels and 
Pagans unto the Faith of Chrift. This Saint Odiricns above-mentioned, was a 
perfon of the fame Order, who being inflamed with a zeal of gaining all the peo- 
ple of thofe Kingdoms unto Chrift, is reported to have travelled thither, as is 
fhewed at large by the Reverend Fathers Bollandns and Hoenfchenms in that 
fplendid Work of the Lives of the Saints, unto which I refer the Reader, where 
in the firft Tome on the 1 5. day of January they at large demonftrate the fame in 
their Learned Commentaries. And therefore by this occafion the Gofpel of 
Chrift, being fpread throughout all Tartary and the Kingdom of Cathay , which is 
China , was in every place much augmented. But as we have often faid before, what 
through the defe&of the Cultivators of the Vineyard of Chrift, or by the various 
SuccelTors of the Empire very little addi&ed unto the Chriftian Faith, or from 
fome other caufes, the Tartarian Church reduced unto its Chaos, partly adhered 
unto the fuperftitions of the Gentiles, partly unto the Law of Mahomet, orelfeto 
the Herefie of the Nejiorians i who Anno 1300. undertaking an Expedition or 
Voyage from Chaldea into Tartary to fow their Tares, infe&ed the minds of the 
Chriftians there yet remaining with the venome of their impious opinions, and 
alfo taught them, who were ignorant of Writing before, the Ufe of the Chaldean 
Chara&ers, which the Tartars ufe unto this day. But how the Tartars became 
Mahometans , read in Matthias Michen in his firft Book of the Afiatick^ Tartary . 
And this is that which in brief I efteemed requisite to acquaint the Reader with 
concerning the Change of the Chriftian Religion in China , Tartaria , and the 
other Regions of India. 


CHAP. VIII. 

Of the lajl introduction of Chrijiianity into China. 

T Herefore the Church of Chrift continuing from Anno 636. in which the 
Syro-C bine fan Monument was ere&cd in China , and making great progrefs, 
behold the Enemy of Mankind, by the afliftance of wicked men, threw down at 
one fliock, or ftorm, whatfoever the Church of God had perfefted in many years ; 
the Preachers of the Chriftian Faith out of the hatred and envy of the Bom.ii 
being partly put to death, and partly bamlhed , whence the 1 aichtul at that time 
perfevered in the conftancy of the Faith received even unto the death, but their 
pofterity in procefs of time being brought up in the Rites of the Law of the Gen- 
tiles even unto the year 1256, in which the Great Cham Emperour of the Tartars , 
making art incurfton into China or Cathay with an innumerable Army, in a fliortchrijun u w 
fpace as I have related before, fubjefted the whole Country unto his Dominion, 
who as he was inftru 61 ed in the Chriftian Religion, fo alfo a great multitude of 
Chriftians as Panins Venetns and Haytbon record, entering with him, propagated 
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them let vcs in a great number, who at length, when again the Natives recovered 
the whole Empire, and expelled the Tartars, the Chriftians alfo, whether out of 
fear of ocrfecution, or out of hope of living better amongft the Tartars , left Chi- 
na and followed the Tartars ; and thofe that remained behind, retained nothing 
but fome external Ceremonies : And thefe are thofe Chriftians whom the Chine - 
fi es , by the name of the Adorers of the Crofs, relate to have lived in China ; con- 
TiieGofpciofcerning which fee what I have faid before. Therefore China being again aecu- 
SoduS? ftomed unto * lfs Country Worfhip of Idols, fo continued unto the year 1542, in 
i’nto^cto^by which a ncw light of truth fhone forth unto it ; for after that Saint Francis Xa- 
Jhe society o°f vier, a n Apoftle elected by God for the falvationof the Indians, hadfowedthe 
3 cfus * f ce J 0 f t ^ e Word of God through all the unknown parts of the World with a great 
and incredible gain of Souls, and had united Japan, an Ifland hardly noted to the 
The zeal and World, unto the Faith of Chrift, at length he applyed his mind, inflamed with a 
iww^S-thirft of obtaining Souls unto Chrift, to the Converfion of the Chine fes ; whence 
ve rfionof the he fo wholly ufed bis endeavour, that he might become Mafter of his defires : But 
infidels. feemed otherwife fit to the divine difpofal of the Heavenly Majefty ; for expeft- 

ing an opportunity of entering into China , in Santian , an Ifle adjoyning to the 
Coafts of China , he was feized with a Fever, where being replenifhed with Me- 
The Death of rits, and now ready to receive the reward of eternal bleflednefs for thofe his fignal 
Xavier™™” labours performed, he rendred his fpirit unto his Creator, and took his flight unto 
Heaven, and what he could not perform of himfelf, that he obtained with God by 
hisinterccflions that his Succeflors, in fo great a Charge, might accomplish, after the 
jtiexMierv* manner that followeth: Alexander Valignanus of our Society, who Anno 1582. 
fifft "hanin- condu ^ cd the three Viceroys of Japan , who were converted to the Chriftian Faith* 
dertook that to render obedience to Pope Gregory the 1 3 th ; he, I fay, had come out of Europe, 
expedition. ag appointed Vifitor by the Vicar-General of all the Indies, and now having paffed 
over that part of India that is on this fide of Ganges, he fet fail to view that which is 
fituated on the other fide of Ganges, and at length he arriving in the Port of Ama - 
ca, he determined with, himfelf to pafs over into Japonia ', but being hindred 
by the Laws of Navigation , he continued full ten months in our ftation of 
Antaca, there being wholly informed of the Chinefian affairs, he kindled 
the ardency of his Voyage or Expedition that hitherto lay hidden in the 
Embers; for from the magnitude of the Empire, the noblenefs of the Nation, 
their great Peace now enjoyed for fo many years, the Prudence of the Magi- 
ftrates, as alfo the Political Mode of Government, unto which none were admit- 
ted, but only fuch Perfons as were accomplifhed in all kinds of Literature ; hence 
he moft rationally concluded, that the Chinefes being a Nation fubtle, and moft 
addi&ed unto the Studies of good Arts, might fo far at length be wrought upon, 
as to admit of, or tolerate certain perfons excelling in the fame of Virtue and 
Learning, to abide or inhabit in their Empire, and cfpecially fuch as were not 
unskilful in their Country Language and Learning ; and he feemed to be of that 
perfwafion,that in time it might fo come to pafs, that the Rules or Statutes of the 
moft holy Chriftian Law might have a Propitious Influence on this Nation, tee- 
ing that thofe Rules were fo far from the difturbance of the Political or Civil 
Adminifti ation of the Republick or Empire, but rather highly promoted the 
fame ; whence China abominating their Heathenifh Vanities, might conceive an 
hope or defire of the Heavenly good things, and have an eye unto Eternity : 

■ 1 r . therefore on that very account he commanded without any delay, fome per- 
tkaei Kdgaiu! fons, fent for out ol India , to employ their endeavours for the attaining of the 
mtfhe'Stic. Chinefian Language and Learning ; they were two Italians, <vi%. Father Michael 
Foundersof ^°g erius > a « d Faf ker Matthew Ricci us : which when that thefe had in fome 
c£n Churcho£ mea ^ urc aCta “ led > with very great induftry they entered the City of Canton, with 
>m> ,, hope 
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hope to get tome habitation in it ; but being often fruftratcd in their 
intentions , they returned to Amaca. It can hardly be exprefl’ed how many 
and various adventures or cafualties interpofed, which rendered the btifinefs of 
the undertaken Voyage, if not dcfperate, yet at leaft very much eclipfed and fa- 
ding ; all which in the end being overcome, the matter was brought to the wifhed 
conclufion by Father Matthew Riccius , unto whom by the profperous lot of our 
Fathers, the firft way was opened into the Empire of China , unto whom alfo the 
bleflcd fuccefs of the Chriftian Law ought defervedly to be aferibed. This Per- 
fon had been formerly the Scholar of Father Chrijiopher Clavius , and one very 
well skilled in the Mathematical Sciences *, he being aflociated unto Father Roge- 
rius, and being ftored with an abundance of curious things, together with a for- 
mal Embalfy Irom the Vortugals to the Vice-Roy of Canton , made his entrance j^? r h ^ a * 
into China, and fo bewitched the fancy of the Governour with the Novelty Novelty of 
of the Prefents that he brought with him , that he avouched that neither he gi*£Tthe CS 
htmfelf, or 2l\\ China ever beheld the like*, and he alfo not only fo retained thefe ^v^Voy 
Fathers with him as perfons dropt from Heaven, butlikewife (hewed them all of Canm ’ 
the refpeft and civility that poflibly he could. The fame of fuch great mat- 
ters being noifed abroad , pofl'efled the minds alfo not only of many learned 
Perfons in the Kingdom of Canton, but of all that were throughout the whole 
Empire, whom when that they could not poflibly behold in prefence, or carry 
thofe admirable things with them that werefo reported of, they called them unto 
them every where, by Letters dated out of all the Kingdoms , to come and behold 
them *, for thofe things which were now grown common in Europe , were efteem- 
cd as Miracles in China, being there as yet both unfeen and unheard of. Now 
there were amongft the refl a Clock both exa& and curioufly framed, (hew- 
ing befidesthe hour of the day, the riling and fetting of the Sun, the day of the 
month and age of the Moon *. There was alfo a Trigonial Glafs, which iome 
thought to be an inefiimable Jewel, and others fuppofed it to be a part or portion 
of the Ccleftial Orb ; moreover, Geographical Maps which exprefled the Globe 
of the Earth, unto the great amazement and admiration of all. tor as the Chi - 
nefes were of an opinion that there was nothing elfe without the vaft Empire of 
China, fo they could not apprehend that the Globe of the Earth was furnifhed 
with fo many, and thofe fo Potent Nations and People unk own unto them, t ^ at Theignorancc 
it fhould be encompafled with fo large an Ocean, with fo great a multiplicity of of the 
Iflands here and there on every fide fcattered abroad. Adde moreover that Eti - that there 
rope fhould be fituated fo far off in the ultimate recedes of the Weft, dif-joyned""^°J* CT 
by the interpofal of fo many Lands and Seas, refplendent for lo many Kingdoms china. 
andMonarchs, and moreefpccially for the Majefty of the Roman Empire ; alfo 
that China fhould be placed in the utmoft corner of the Eafi: j thi’ indeed they 
admired at, and were withal much difpleafed, that their Empire, beyond' which 
they imagined nothing to be remaining, yea, which was fixed in the middle of the 
Earth as a Jewel in a Ring, fliould be caft into the extream part of the world. 

Father Riccius being moved at this their difpleafure, that he might not any way 
abate of that reputation he had gained amongft them, he defigned a new line- 
ation of the Globe of the Earth in a greater form, diftingui(hcd into two He- 
mifpheres,that China y the proportion of the Parallels and Meridians being ohierved 
and kepr, fhould be in the middle. Laftly, he llluftrated all the Kingdoms, Re- 
gions Provinces, Cities, Mountains, Rivers, Seas, Lakes, in the Chinefian Cha- 
ra&cr and* Language *, which work of lo unufual diligence and labour you can 
hardly exprefs, how much it drew and faftned the minds and eyes of all upon it, 
efpecially feeing that now , what before they admired as a rude mjhgefted 
heap, having no further undemanding of it } now they did not only behold the 





6o 


Zl THA^SIVS Xl<KC HEX 



conftitution of each part of the world declared m their own Language, but alfo 
comprehended and difeovered all and every place m .t; whence when that the 
houfe was not able ,o contain the great number of Perfons that came to fee this 
hitherto unfeen work, that many might become partakers of fo great a good the 
Mao at the cob of the Vice-Roy was fpcedily Engraven, and abundance :of the 
Copies of it were difperfed throughout the whole Empire which excuedfucha 
flame in the minds of perfons that were curious, that they believed Matthew R„. 

' like a revived A ,/,,.r,to be the moft excellent Aftronomer in the whole world, 
and o have fallen from the Clouds. Therefore the Crandees of the Empire 
T.,r rr. r -“f finitten with thofe firft fruits of his curioflty, every where laboured to call 

unto them, but by reafon that they were unmeet for fo great 
undertakings , having font for divers of. the Fathers of great Abihties from 
Maccao they employed them in Filbing ; by this means firft the minds or phan- 
nfies o’f the Y great Peonages being allured by fuch preparative inventions 
of curious thinfs, as they acquired an high eft eem of their admirable Learning and 
incomparable Wit, fo nothing was more eafie then by laying hold on the occafi- 
on, which was the chief inducement of their Voyage into Chttta , to difcourfe 
concerning Religion and the God of Heaven ; now 'he CWe/ix, who for along 
fpace of time had a great controverfie about the Worlhip of the true God, b«- 
ing captivated with their deep readings that were Arengthned with the great 
weight of Arguments concerning the one and true God and the nullity of the 
Gentile Figments and Images, prefently fubm.tted themfelves to be mftruaed in 
their Worlhip and Difcipline ; whence within few years, Men of gieat note, to- 
gether with other perfons of all bates and conditions difcovermg the vanity of 
rhclr own Religion being walked with the Sacred Water of Baptifm, were re- 
M^ceived into the'bofome of our Holy Mother the Church ; amongft which were 
S'cw U " many noble Perfons and Governours of rhe Empire, whom they term MW»- 
r, ,,/and Colaas, who acknowledging the benefit of the Drnne Cal) unto the 
fafe harbour of faving Faith, fo warmly embraced the Law of Chrift, that they 
feemed hardly able to reft before that they had brought over many others M em- 
brace the fame: Hence many Books which delivered the Fundamentals of the 
Chtiftian Religion in the Chm'ftan Language, were written throughout the 
whole Empire, and by and by divulged, unto the mcred.ble advantage of Souls. 
But the great Enemy of mankind fuffered not fuch a prey to be refeued from him; 
for now*" places of refidencc being efiabliflied through the chief Provinces of the 
Empire, and Churches alfo oreOed unto the fervice of God ; by the envy and ha- 
tred of the botvx.iL that is their Priefts, who were almoft frantick at the fo great 
advancement and propagation of the Divine Gofpcl, fo heavy a Perfecution was 
raifed againft our Fathers and Converts, that often being clapped up irt Pnfonand 
cruelly Tormented ; and laftly, by their withdrawing and the total exilement 
of the Chrifiian Profeflion, fo happy a Progrefs of the Faith was almoft reduced 
unto the extreameft hazard ; but that by the afliftancc of the Divine favour, and 
the indifturbed conftancy of our Father , and alfo by the Zeal, and Books pub- 
lifiied by great Perfons whom they had gained untoChrift ; alio by reafon of the 
great Authority that they bore, the innocency of the Fathers demonftrated by 
the deteaion of the calumnies of the Advetfaries, they were reftored unto then 
former liberty ; they learning from this one example, that it cannot poflib y be 
brought to pafs that fuch another Perfecution (hould ever go about to oblcure 
the fo famous Fruits managed for the Glory of the Divine Ma lefty, no more then 
a fhadow can put out the fight of the Sun ; therefore matters being again brought 
unto this Tranquillous condition, Chriftianity arofe to fo much.the more height, 
by how much it had been the more lowly and violently depreffed ; for the ran 
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of Chrift did not only extend it fclf throughout the utmoft bounds ot the Em- 
pire, but alfo entered the Palace of the Emperoiir , and the inviolable force 
of verity was fuch, that it drew the Emprefs and her Son into the love of it , by 
the pains of Father Andrew Cofslcrzn Aujirian \ whence being wafhcd with the 
water of Baptifm, the Emprefs triumphed with the name of Helena , and her Son 
with that of Conjlantine ; the chief Minifter of whofc Court Tan Achillea* , having 
now a large while been inftru&ed in the Chriftian Religion, and being a Pcrfon 
mightily inflamed with the zeal of propagating the Chriftian Faith*, fo that 
he often folicited by ardent entreaties, that Letters might be lent unto the Pope, 
and alfo unto the General of the Society of Jefus, for the fending over of a great 
plenty of Labourers into China they had fo great a devotion towards the Apo- 
ftolical See, that what Homage and Obedience they could not perform in their 
own perfons, they enjoyned Father Michael Beirut o difeharge at Rome unto the 

Pope in their fteads. # r c 

Things thus profperoufly fucceeding, and according unto the dctires or all, be- 
hold a new Whirlwind with great violence from the North difturbed the prof- 
perous and fortunate Tranfa£lion of the Chriftian Affairs, which being eftablilh- 
cd and confirmed by the broad Seal of the Empcrour, they hoped might have en- 
larged the Preaching of the Gofpel throughout the whole Empire : But the Tar- 
tars being allured or inticed by the Intcftine or Civil Wars of the Chine fes, and 
breaking through the Fortrcfl’es of the Walls, did not only reduce Fequin, but 
alfo as it were by a certain inundation, and in little fpace after fub jetted all 
China unto their Empire. Vttmly Emperour of the Chine fes being forced unto^ Empe: 
that exigency, that when no place of fafeguard was granted unto him by his Ke- roar 
bellious Subje&s of China , fo great a Monarch deferted by all, that he might not hJflain^il 
be compelled to fee or behold fo great a confluency of imminent or approaching w^nd 
mifehief or calamities 5 having firft with his own hands (lain both his Wife and hanged h«- 
his Daughter, at length heightned unto a defpair, he miferably concluded his life 
by the Halter ; concerning which occurrences, he that defireth farther toundcr- 
jftand the Cataftrophc of humane concernments, may have rccourfe unto Father 
Maninins in his Tra&atc of the Tartar War, and from thence he may learn not 
to be any farther inquifitive afterthe height of an unhappy Monarch in fuch lort 
exalted, which lycth fubjeft and expofed unto fo horrible Precipices , and to 
areat Ruines, in thefo great d ifturbance of Aff airs and confufion of the Empire. 

The Chriftians placed between hope and fear, with careful minds expe&ed the 
inclination of the now Emperour, acknowledged by them, unto theprogretj of 
the Chriftian Faith hitherto continued *, at length they found it more propitious 
unto them than ever they could have wilhed or defired, in the manner that 

° There lud now bfen redding in China for many years Father John Aclanir 
Schall Native of the City of Colonia in Germany , who as he was infenour to none, 
whether that you have rerpeft to his knowledge in the Mathcmaticks and other 
Sciences in which he excelled, or his excellent skill in the ChinefiatT Tongue , or 
laflly, the prudence of the Pcrfon, and ufe in the management of Aftairs acquired 
bv long experience : fo was he the mod famous throughout the whole Empire , 
concerning whom when that the new Emperour had been informed many wor- 
thy tilings of him, as in reference unto a ftranger he was very much joyed , wi 
this information, that he had found a ftranger, which for a long fpacc he had de 
fired, fomnch knowing in all the Affairs of China, unto whom he might fafdy 
and iVcurely intrt.fi the clofeft fccrets of all h.s Councils, and whom d'lco 
vered happily to have conjoyned the Chm'f.an Arts unto an 0 

oacity , therefore having called him to Court, he received him with peat rel • 
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mony of Friendfhip, and obferving the gravity of his deportment, his candour of 
S 7 afi! life, prudence, and excellent Wit at fudden repartees ; he was fo well pleafed with 
ted into the j y - g (; 0 nverfation, that he immediately created him one of his moft intimate Coun- 
^ri^cour.dir^ t .j|oLii s, a M andorine of the prime rank, and afllgned unto him the higheft place 
in the Agronomical Tribunal of the Calender, and commanded all throughout 
the whole Empire to obey his Aftronomical determinations ; he efpecially won- 
dering at his infallible prediflion of Eclipfes, in which the others did fo much 
erre, performed by his accurate Calculation ; he admired his skill in the Mechanick 
Arts , efpecially in calling of great Ordnance. The Emperour being taken 
with thefe things , loved and honoured him as a Father , for he looked up- 
on him as more then Man, as having fomethingof Divinity about him * and when 
anyaddrefs was fcarcely admitted unto fo fublime a Majefty, befides that of the 
Emprefs and Eunuchs, he obtained without any prohibition, a favour granted un- 
to none, a priviledge of coming into the Empcrours prefence, whether at home 
or abroad ; and therefore he was cftcemcd as his Maffa , for fo the Emperour 
called him, that is to fay, Venerable Father, a priviledge never read of in the 
Annals of the Chinefes. He four times in a year vouchfafed to vifit the Hoitfe 
and Church of our Society *, going into all the corners of the Houfe,he was pleafed 
to converfe with the Maffa privately in his lodging room, refilling all Ceremo- 
nies of State befitting fo great a Monarch, fometimes fitting upon the Bed Pallat, 
and fome time in the old decrepid Chair, condefcending to view fome of our ra- 
He vifiteth rities, not refilling to fmell flowers which he prefented him from his own Garden, 
the ciwrcii e s anc j never icerned more pleafantly to recreate himfelf than in the Houfe of the 
eththe holy pocr Priefts and in the Church he wondred at the brightnefs of the Altars, and 
the elegancy of the European Images, curforily enquiring concerning the Books, 
their Chara&ers, and Images, with the myftciies thereof; which when explained 
unto him, he vt orfhtpped, efpecially the Figures of Chrift and the Blefied Virgin, 
and aflerted that the Chriftian Religion was the beft,and excelled all others ; his 
Anceftors have formerly been of the fame perfwafion, and that he might notfeem 
to efteem of the Chriftian Faith in words only, he refolved to do fomething in 
honour thereof ; for on a great Marble Stone ere£fed before the doors of our 
Church, he caufed to be engraven in the Tartar and Chinefian Chara&er, his will 
and pleafure for the propagation of the Faith of Chrift} by a Regal Edift, which 
at this day is to be feen Printed on a China fheet of Paper in the Library of the 
Roman Colledge, which is as followeth. 

T H E Heavenly Science of Aflronomy cleferveth, which our Progenitors fo 
highly efleemcd of as we alfo do who trace their Footfleps , to be extolled unto the 
Skies , efpecially after that the fame, formerly under divers Emperour r, being almojl 
wholly collapfecf is rejlored , and efpecially hath been rendred more exaSl by Co Xeu 
Kim, in the time of the Empire of juen, Emperour of the Tartars, who formerly ruled 
the Chinefes 400. years : and lajlly , was become very much erroneous in the latter 
part of the reign of the former Emperour Mim. There is found John Adam Schal! 
coming from the farthefi part of the fVeJl into China, who underfiandeth not only the 
Art ofCalculatiotijbut alfo the Theory of the Planets , and what foever doth belong un- 
to Afronomy ; he being brought unto the Emperour our Antcceffour , by his command 
toob^upon him the care of rejioring the Mathematickf and Ajlronomy in the ZJniver- 
fity ; but becaufe that many apprehended not the fruit that would redound unto the 
Commonwealth from this Science ; he could not then conclude that his Sttbje&s Jbcttlcl 
employ themfclves in that Science , but now l being come unto the Empire , make the 
order of time my firfl care , as conducing unto the profit and advantage of my Empire ; 
for in the Autumne of the firfl year of my rule , demanding of an experiment in that Art 

which 
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which John Adam hath reft or ed , I commanded him to obferve the Eclipfe of the Sun 
which he had moft diligently calculated long before , and having found both the m 
ments of time , and alfo the points of the Eclipfe moft exaBlj to correfpond in all cir 
cum fames with his Calculation } and alfo in the Spring of the following year when 
that there was an Eclipfe of the Moon, l commanding him rvith the fame diligence to 
obf erve it, I alfc j found this not to erre or differ an hairs bredth ; wherefore I prefentlv 
difcernecl that Heaven fent this Perfon unto us atfuch a time , in which I undertook the 
regiment of fo great an Empire, whence I committed unto him the whole government 
of the Mathematical tribunal ; but becaufe John Adam is chafi from his Youth and 
will not undertake any buftnefs contrary to the rules of the Religious Order, l thought 
it necefiary to bind him with an abfolute command to undertake this Function and to 
adcle the dignity, of the fecond Order unto the title of the Mafler of the Celefial Secrets 
in which office he being now employed for fome years, hath daily ufed more diligence 
anclfudy > and becaufe that he hath a Temple or Church near the Gate of the City 
named Xun Che Muen, in which , according unto the Rites of his Law or Religion he 
offereth Sacrifices unto God', l therefore contributed fome affiflance unto him for the 
building and adorning of it, and when I entred that Temple, I difcernecl the Images 
and ‘Vtenfils of it to have the fhapes of f range things *, and when that I had asked 
him what the Booty of his Religion, which I found on the Table, i contained > the afore - 
[aid John Adam anfwered, that they contained the explication of the Divine Law : 
i indeed, although that I had firjl applyed my mind to the DoBrine or Religion Yao 
Xun Chcu, and that I learn fome things out of their Booty Cum Cu; and albeit 
that I have read fomewbat in the Boo \ r Foe and Tail, yet notwithftanding I can re - 
member nothing contained in them, and feeing that I could not by reafon of the Affairs 
of my Kingdom hitherto pernfe the Booly of this Divine Law, but only curforily , 
therefore I cannot pafs an exaSi f judgment out of them concerning the Law ; but if 
that you reftezt upon, or confider Father John Adam, who for many years having 
been converfant with the Chinefes and with us, followeth this Law and Preachetb the 
fame, then I judge and efteem it the bejl *, for John Adams doth fo reverence his God, 
that he hath dedicated this Temple unto him with fo great modefly and integrity, for 
fo many years always conforming him f elf in the fame method unto this Law' and The iVptKAai 
not in the leaf point varying from it : this indeed is an evident fign that the Law is 1 fonofthe \ 
moft perfeB, in which John Adam fieweth himfelf of moft approved Vertue, and orReiig^ 
fulfilleth that exa&ly by bis Fidelity , which that Law teacheth or commandeth , viz. 
to [erve God , to obey Kings and Magiftrates, to do wrong unto no Perfon , and to have 
a rcfpeSl to the good and welfare of the Commonwealth and our Neighbours and 
would to God that both all my Magiftrates , Officers, and Subje&s, would imitate this 
his method in ferving of God, and ly e ping of this his Divine Law, and at a long 
diftau.ee would but ftoadow this in the homage they owe unto their Emperour , without 
cloubt it would fall out better and far more happily with me and my whole Empire ; 
as for my own part I praife and greatly approve of this his Belief and Law which he 
followeth, and therefore in a perpetual Commemoration I affix this Title to his Church , 
Tumhiuen hia Kim, that is. The excellent place for afeending to Heaven. Given 
at Peking the f event h year of our Empire. 

This Patent written in the Chine fan and Tartar Languages and Characters, on a 
black Table by a polite and elegant hand, is to be Teen in our Study, or Gallery, 
and the Tartar Characters do indeed refcmble the form of the Syriac wholly 
different from thofe of the Chinefes. Now on what ’occafion the Tartar granted 
this priviledge, is related before. From whence it is manifeftly apparent, what 
afteSion fo great a Monarch had for the Chriftian Faith, and how much he en- 
deavoured the promotion and promulgation thereof, even to the embracing of it 

himfelf. 
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~~ _ ti himiclt, confeffin^the only obftacle of his Converfion was Polygamies which 
only hinder- Doctrine being fo dift’onant to the Cuftoms and Nature of the Heathen Princg, 
Emperours . ma dc them boggle at firft/ and then flye from that true Faith they were ready to 
SiflknT'” 8 receive, to the perdition of their Souls But to return to our purpofe. 

' prom this molt ardent propenfiry of the Emperour unto our Religion, imme- 
Notabiecon- diately there fuccceded a great converfion of the Ladies of Honour, the Eunuchs, 
vcr e f cou n and Mandarines *, the Chriftian Law being fpread abroad in the City of Peking-, 
both of the t { lcre vv ere gathered into the bofom of the Church almoft eighty thoufand Con- 
S^andaUb vctts . But all this flourithing and blooming Spring was blafted in the bud by the 
mchs! tU bidden death of the Emperour, he not obtaining that eternal falvation which he 
fo much defired cn the behalf of others •, and although oftentimes he requefted 
the ghoftly affiftance of Father Adam, yet by the craft and fubtlety of the La- 
Tiie Death of mas ^nd Bon^ii, who flood before the Emperour in the laft confli& of life and 
thtEmpcrour. * lt p e jj oUt t p at a ]j a ddrefs was obftruBed unto him, until it was too late; 

for being fruftrated of his hope, whom he thought alive, he to his incredible for- 
Thedead row, found dead. Now when his Funeral Rites were performed, a pile being 
corpfe °f the ma de of precious wood, the Trcafures of fo wealthy a Prince were caft into the 
burnt together fl aires ich the dead Corpfe, which put an end to his Imperial Magnificence and 

withmoft ‘ 

rich trcafures. Grandeur. 

His Son a Youth of 14 years of age fucceeded him in the Government, who as 
he was under the dilcipline and tuition of Father Adam, being wholly commit- 
ted unto his care by the Emperour, fo he devefted not himfelf of that innate af- 
fe&ion which he had to the Chriftian Faith and our Religious Fathers. Now 
how much the Chriftian Concerns were augmented under thefe Emperours in re- 
fpe& of former times, is evidently fliewn by the Infcription of this new ere&ed 
and confecrated. Church at Peking ; which, as being worthy of confideration, I 
fhall here fubjoyn inftead of a Conclusion. 

THE INSCRIPTION OF THE CHURCH OF PEKING 
BELONGING UNTO THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 


Xhetnfcriptl 
on of the 


A 1 


Fter the Faith introduced by Saint Thomas the Apoflle , and after the fame teas 
church of the X again and that more largely propagated by the Syrians in the time of the Reign 


Fathers of the 0 j? t fj e Emperour Tam. And the third time the fame being again divulged in the time 
fe C eogra°ved of the Regency of the Emperour Mim, by the conduSl of Saint Francis Xavier and 
m Marble, j? at f Jer Matthew Riccius of the Society of Jefus, both by preaching and Books pub - 
lijhed in the Chincfian Tongue , performed with great fludy and labour , but by reafon 
of the iticonjlancy of the Nation not altogether with equal fuccefs. The Empire being 
now devolved unto t\ye Tartars, the fame Society for a conclusion of their labours of 
rejloring the Calendar called the XI of Hien Lie, hath publicity placed and dedicated 
this Temple to the tnojl high God , at Peking the Royal City and Palace of the Empe- 
rours of China. 

Anno 16^0. and the 7 th Tear of Xun Chi. 

Father John Adam Schall of Z.ell a Gernian, Prof e for of the Society of Jefa, 
and Author of the fore mentioned Calendar, out of the labour of his hands bequeathed) 
this Temple and his patience unto pojlerity. 
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CHAR IX. 

Of the Correction of the Chinefian Calendar , and how much Good redounded froth 

thence. 


. y « 1 1 « » 

T H E Chinefes never fo much delighted in any thing, as in an exa& Calcula- 
tion of Times and Seafons, without which they juftly believed, that nei- 
ther the A&ions of Princes, or the Hiftories of any Age could methodically be 
compofed j alwaies endeavouring to confirm the fame, if that their Rules of 
the Agronomical Science had not failed them 5 for they relate in their Annals, that 
they have had an Academy of Aftronomcrs maintained at the publick and royal 
coft above 3^00 years, whofe employment was, to compute the courfc of the Sun 
and Moon, and the Eclipfes, and as accurately as might be to note the Houfesof 
the New Moons entring, and her other apparencies i that by thefe Lunary Ob- 
fervations they might give advice to the Husbandman and others concerned j 
for they had no knowledge of the various walks of the Planets, fo that they 
were of an opinion before the arrival of the Fathers of our Society, that all the 
Conftellations of what Sphere foever , were equally diftant from the Earth j 
difeovering thereby their grofs ignorance in this Science. . The Chinejes 
relate thac their Aftronomy had its original from a very antient King called jao, 
he had two brothers, one named Hy, and the other Ho , moft famous for their 
skill in Aftronomy, whom he enjoyned to declare and fet down in a fhort and 
clear method whatfoever they thought might be known concerning the compute 
of times, to be obferved by a'conftantrule i which they performed with fuchcare 
and diligence as was requifite : but after the fpace of about two thoufand years, 

CinHoam obtained the Empire, who in the 34 th year of his Reign did not only ^ : 

prohibit the ufe of all Arts, but alfo caufed to be burned all the Books that he an 
could find * but fo it hapned in courfe of time, that amongft the ruines of ■ vaft 
Fabricks,the fo long defired Aftronomical Volumns were difcovered,to the umver- 
fal joy of the Empire : but as they had lain neglcdcd for the fpace ot io many bcburne( |. 
years fo alfo they were found lo erroneous, that they were of little ule wit lout 
corre&ion i the emendation of which at length was undertaken by Cofcenan an . 
Aftronomer of great note in China: at length it came to pafs alio, ut ovv 
know not, that a Book concerning the Diurnal motion of the Planets was 
found prefetved in the Kings Library, which was preferred by the Embaffa- 
dout Tent out of Perfia to the Empcrour of Tartar?, when the Tartar, were 
cxpitifed out of China bv the Emperour Human ; he cauled the fame Book to e 
Tranflatcd out ofthe Perftan and Arahuk. Tongue into the Chine ft an Language, 
hoping that in time to come their Chinefian Ca'cnder might be rt tore unto 'ts 
Prihine Perfeflion. But the Mandarine, moll learned in the Arts, not ful y 
It the fubtle Theories of the Ter fans, it came to pafs that th oCInnefia 
Calender remained uncorrefied until the arrival of the Fathers. The Ma lets 
of the Aftronomical FuncTron being forced to make ule of them accuftomcd e - 
roncou* Tables in the yearly publication of the Lunar.es, wrth I nch grand e capes 
co„.|^ in e E , l. r rV. , .. 

with » Pciiiioj.. 

. ^ nvt, of rr»«*rrAina the Calender, recommend ng unto him tn. ratners 01 are ap p 0inted 

great neceflityot correcting tne oa u u , « rht.ir fik^l in Aftrcr tocofrVa the 

the great VVcftcrn part of the world, both in relation a ito nomy, Cllendcr ‘ 
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nomy, and a!fo the acurenefs of their ingenuity in that Art. The Emperour 
when he had read the Petition, was very much rejoyced, and aflented unto what- 
ever they defired,and prcfently by his Proclamation manifefted hisMajefties high 
plcafure for the carrying on of the work without delay: Our Fathers being exalted 
to an honour, they never durft hope for, or ever could defire a means more 
commodious for the propagation of the Gofpel of Chrift, willingly apply ed them- 
felvcs unto a bufinefs of that great and weighty concernment : thofethat were firfi: 
employed were Father Sabatimts de ZJrfs^nd Father Jacobus Pantoja , Anno \6\ t. 
Perfons excelling in the knowledge of the Aftronomical Sciences; Father Saba- 
tinus immediately endeavoured to have the Theories of the Planets, very ne- 
ceffary to the underfianding of the motion of the Conftellations, Tranflated 
out of the Latine Tongue into the Chinefian , by the afliftance of two Man- 
doxines , Paul and Leo , now become Cbrifiians, who with great proficiency had 
fome while fince attained the Aftronomical Difciplines, by the inftru£fion of Fa- 
ther Matthew Rrccins ; then he applycd himfeif to find out the longitude of the 
City of Pekjng , by obfervations made by his Correfpondents both in China Jndia , 
and Europe , without which the Calculation of Eclipfes is in vain undertaken. 
Pantoja undertook to fearch out the latitude of the Cities of China, beginning 
from Canton he moft exaftly meafured with the Aftrolabe through the latitude of 
the whole Empire, in a direft line from the South unto the limits of the North of 
Peking, fporting himfeif night and day in the indagation of the preparative 
exercifes, concerning which there was not the leaft hint in the Chinefian Afirono- 
my; and although the Chinefes vaunt fo much that they excel other Nations in 
fubtlety of \Vifc, they knew not what the longitude or latitude of places was ; fo 
The E’rours ^ Fathers of our Society firfi: entered in China , and caufed fomeSun- 

^^G^'^'dyals to be made, they admired that the Cities of China ftiould be under divers 
phy. nG c° sra elevations of’the Pole, feeing that they afligned but thirty fix degrees unto all 
China , relying upon the tradition of the Ancients, who foolilhly perfwaded them- 
felves that the Earth was not Globular, but that it was extended into an infinite 
Superficies, and that the Sun and Moon about or under the Weft entered into a 
certain deep Cave, from which again they arofe about the Eaft : moreover that 
The ignorance the Sun and Moon were no bigger than what the eye demonftrated them to be, 
abou’tth that thofe lucid bodies are not above fix handfuls in magnitude : from 
ES.tSc he whence it is manifefthow maimed, lame, and imperfeft tthe Chinefian Aftronoiny 
Moon nd was * ® ut to rcturn to our purpofe, this happy beginning of the emendation of 
the Calender continued not long, by reafon that the Academy of the Mathema- 
tical Colledge being enraged at our Fathers for the great honour granted unto 
them by the Emperour, they prefented an humble Petition, in which, with great 
eagernefs they complained of the fuppreftion of the Studies of their Country Sci- 
ences, and of the fignal advance of Barbarians in the Royal Employment ; but 
the Emperour having discovered the deformity of the Computations made by 
the Adverfaries, and that the Calculations of our Fathers alwaies agreed to the 
point of the Prediftion ; at length by a New Patent, granted unto the Fathers a 
Plenary Power, in reference unto the Aftronomical Arts, Father John Terentius 
being more efpecially taken into this employment, at therequeft of the Mandorines 
Paul and Leo. 


This Father John Terentius was a German of the City of Conftance, who be- 
fore he entered into our Society was in great favour and requeft with Princes 
and Noble Perfonages, for his exaft knowledge of the Occult Secrets of Nature, 
and happy skill in Phyfick ; but weary of his honour and fame, divulged far and 
near, and renouncing the world, refolved to employ his Talent in the Conver- 
fion of the Infidels ; lo he, undertook the Indian expedition, which he obtained 

with 
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with no great labour ; for as he had fnewed himfelf an indefatigable fearcherout 
of the my fieries of Nature, fo now by this opportunity, through the vaft Voyages 
of the Ocean, not after the mode of idle Perfons, and fuel/ as deep away their 
times, orfpend it in other trivial employment ; but our Terentitts lefc nothing 
unenquired after, whether that you have an eye to the natural fituation of Pro- 
montories, or Coafis, the original of winds; and ladly, the properties of the 
Sea, and the varieties of Fifli therein. And being now arrived in India in the 
Fields and Woods, being a mod skilful Botaniff, he met with no kind of Plant, 
but having mod exafily examined, he entered them in his Book, together with 
their proper fhapes and didinft forms : hence having fearched out the Coads of 
India , Bcngala , Malaca, Sumatra , Concbincbina , and the rarities of Nature worthy 
confideration ; he at lad arrived at Maccao, and from thence he came into 
China , the accomplilhment of his defires, over all which he Travelled by a dire&, 
tranfverfe, and oblique Voyage ; and bccaufe many Rarities of Natures Secrets 
more perfpicuoufly prefented thcmfelves in thefe mod didant Climates, *i /iz,. in 
Stones, in Plants, in Animals, and in the Cudoms, and Manners of the Inhabi- 
tants, he left no way unfearchcd, nor means unexamined, but made tryal of the 
Vertues of each by Philofophical Experiments; and as he was not unskilful or 
unfeen in Painting, he exhibited each of them Penciled to the life with his own 
hands, according to the Prototype or Draught of Nature, unto the admiration of 
the Cbinefes , in two large Volumns which he called Indian Pliny , a title becom- 
ing fo great and worthy a Work : It was the only intention of this Perfon by 
thefe his admirable Secrets , fird for to lay open a way for himfelf, and at length 
for others, both of the Learned and alfo of the Mandorines , to obtain their aflent 
for a liberty of Preaching the Gofpel ; which he fo dexteroufly gained , that 
there was hardly any perlon that did not edeem and* honour him as a man fent 
down dom Heaven ; and being an excellent Phyfician, he was fent for at lad un- 
to all perfons, of what edate or condition foever they were, that were afHi&ed 
with any didemperature, whom with the embracements of the bowels of an in- 
vincible Charity, he both cured of their bodily Didempers, and healed their 
Souls that wereopprefied and infe&cd with the darknefs of Gentilifm, by the 
Word of Life, unto the incredible fruit and advantage of the Chridian Com- 
monwealth : therefore being intent on thefe Concernments, after the fo long 
fufpended bufinefs of the mending of the Calender, and the return of our Fathers 
from Exile, as a Mader now of a long while exercifed in the Adronomical Dif- 
ciplines, by the labour of Leo the M andorine now converted unto the Chridian 
Faith, he was called unto Pekjng y at the Emperours cod to corred the Calender, 
and when that he only employed himfelf in this Affair, being feifed on by death, 
the bufinefs was obfiru&ed, unto the great grief of all Perfons, and more efpeci- 
ally of the Emperour; but there were not wanting new Atlafes, for in his place 
immediately were fubdituted Father Jacob Kho an Italian of the City of Milan , 
and Father John Adam, who by an united force at length happily brought the bufi- 
nefs to effeft. But Father Rbo departing this life, the whole management of the 
the Affair was laid on the fhoulders of Father Adam , who with the applaufe of 
the whole Empire made a final conclufion thereof ; but the malice of their Ad- 
verfariescan hardly be expreffed, when in their Apologetical Writings unto 
the Emperour they feetn to lament, that they had preferibed the Laws of the 
Arts and Sciences unto the Cbinefes , to the difgrace and fignal contempt of the 
whole Empire, and that the Barbarians and Sons of an unknown Land 
fhould be exalted with fo great honour from the Emperour , and that by the 
Imperial Diploma or Patent ; as if that the excellency of Wit of all the Cbif 
nefian Learned Men concentred in the heads of two obfeure Perfons, leaving 

them 
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them for the future no hope of Glory : And when they could accomplifli no- 
thing by fuch like accti fat ions, returning unto horrible Calumnies, they were ini 
ve&ive againft our Fathers as the overthrowers of the Republick, the contemn- 
ers of the Gods, promulgators of a new Law wholly and diametrically contrary 
'the Speech unto theirs. The Emperour perceiving their malice, anfwered : T hat the Afiro- 
'of the F.mp^e- nomica l Concernment had nothing to do with their Religion , and that they fhould know 
calumniators. }jj s Royal Judgment was juft and right , which laying afide all refpeSi , was confirmed 
in the truth of reforming the Calendar , and Calculation of the Eclipfes , in which he 
had long fince found them •very much mifiaken *, always dij covering the Calculation of 
our Fathers to anfwer exaSily to their predictions. Wherefore he commanded them 
to ceafe from contentions, if not, according to the feverity of his Juftice, he 
would immediately inflift due punifhments upon the unjuft {landerers : There- 
fore, being as it were thunder-ftruck, they defifted from any farther contra- 
diction, judging it more fit, for fome fpace to decline the difpleafure of the 
Emperour, than by fucli accufations to lofe all hope of farther promotion, and 
to run the hazard of banifhment, and the lofs of life it felf. 


The Mecha 
nicks. 


Now the Emperour, by nature moft curious, refpeCted and favoured our Fa- 
thers for the great collection of Books which they made for the reforming the 
Books of a- Chinefian Aftronomy, which they prefented unto him. There was an Aftronomi- 
iranflated out cal Book of Logarithms adapted unto the Chinefian Accompt, which, befide that it 
was involved with innumerable difficulties, was altogether infufficient for all man- 
Language. n er of Aftronomical Operations * for what they could not perform in many leaves 
The Aftrono- by Addition, SnbftraClion, and the other known kinds of numbers alone, thofe 
Etion CaICU * our Fathers by introducing the European Compute, comprehended in a few lines. 
Trigonometry They alfo published a Trigonometry, fo neceflary to the accompliffiment of 
Aftronomical Conclufions, concerning which the Chinefes even unto that very day 
The opticks. had not received the leaft glimpfe. There followed another work of the Opticks, 
in which was deferibed the fttnation 9 of the Stars, their magnitude, their diftance 
from the Earth, and from one another, the Do&rine of Parallaxes, of their other 
accidents and phaenomenas, or appearances. Next unto this fuccecded the Mecha- 
nicks, or the Life and making of Aftronomical Inftruments } with which the Empe- 
rour being much delighted, thfey reduplicated his joy, by prefenting him with each 
Inftrument, as they were newly made in Europe j and he was fo taken therewith, 
that he gave a ftriCl order they (hould be laid up in the moft withdrawing recefsof 
his Bed-chamber , and that he might exa&Iy underftand each, he would be in- 
ftru&ed therein by the Fathers. And from that time they obtained not only what 
concerned Learning, butalfothe propagationof theGofpel of Chrift, accompani- 
ed with Revenues neceftary for their own private fupport i moreover the Em- 
perour deputed an hundred of the Chinefian Aftronomcrs, who (hould acquiefce 
in the Judgment of Father Adam Schall , in the decifion of all things, as the fu- 
preme Head and Arbiter of the Tribunal of Rites or Aftronomical Councek 
Which Edi(5i was confirmed with (o great force, that unto this very day no perfon 
durft fo much as to motion any thing contrary unto it, and his Authority was fuch, 
that no Ephemerides that was wont every year to be divulged through the Em- 
pire, might now be Publifiied without it were Compofed or Authorized by him, 
a great penalty being infli&ed on thofe that (hould a& to the .contrary : But 

the Perfon that defireth to know more concerning the matters above-mentio- 
ned, may haverecourlc to the whole, if that ever it chance to be Publifhed, which 
Father Adam Schall hath compiled concerning the reformation of the Chinefian 
Aftronomy, which I have read in the Manufcript ; and the curious Reader, if 
that it be made ptlblick, (hall with admiration difeover how much thelaboursof 
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thefeour Fathers hath contributed unto the free propagation of the Gofpel of 
Chrtft throughout the Univerfal Monarchy of China , and how much Glory, Ho- 
nour, and Reputation hath thence redounded unto all Europe } and from the 
favour that Father Adam Schall had with the Empcrour,may conceive great hopes 
of the Converfion of the Infidels ; for of a certainty this Grand Prince is fo in- 
clinable unto the Faith of Chrift, which he acknowledgeth his Predecelfours 
to have formerly been inftruaed in, that being convinced by the undeniable 
truth of our moft holy Faith, he hath for a long while fince determined to re- 
ceive Baptifm, but that the affeftion he beareth unto Polygamy , which confifts 
not with our Religion, hath proved an obftacle, and alfo equally hindereth the 
minds of all the Indian Princes from this holy refolution » otherwife he willingly 
ndmitteth of Chriftians, efpecially the Doftorsof the Divine Law of the great H giorieth 
Weftern World, fohe termeththe Europeans , by whom he faith, that he hath J^were” 
learned from the Antient Monuments of his Predeccflburs, that the Chriftian chnft,ans - 
Faith was formerly Preached and received throughout all Tartary, and that in 
many places of his Empire of Tartary many Croffes are erefted, and other Em- 
blcms of Chriffanity : and he giorieth that the Charters which they ufe in 
r ;,; n „ the Tartars received from the Mafters of the Divine Law of theWeft, 
fo hafin this refpeft he hath very little favour for the frantick and fond Wor-£ vg* 
(hio of the horrible Deities of the Btmai ; and if at any time enforced by beota. 
oZ bUerial Law, he go to their Temples according to cuftom, it is not out of 
Religious but Polkick refpeas, having an antipathy to the Manners of the Cbi- 
IZ r 8 which is evident from his rejeffingthe Habit that the Cbmeftan Emperours 
laio weZand commanding the Officers of Court to follow his example ; and 
that the difference may be the better difeerned, the following Figure doth repre- 
f the Emperour in his Royal Habit, alfo Father Adam Schall 5 the Empe- of the Empe- 
Zr Habk s adorned with Dragons and Feathers of Fowls, as alfo w.th,^ 
Wlsand Pearls of ineftimable value, by which he flrikes an awe and reyeren-^. 
tial fear in his Subjeas. Now the caufe why aU that have admiflion into 
Emperours Court Hand near the Throne with their arms hangmgdown, « this , 

■ ft". T *,tar S efleem it a grand offence in the prefence, to gelttculaK a&ng with 
the hands or moving with the feet; from whence fearing his high diipleature, t ey 
tnd like StaTues without any motion, and their eyes fixed on the Earth : the 
Emperour by the fame pofiure of his parr, feemeth to demonftrate what othe 

preferibeth ; offiefEhVi. 

afsa 

eome into the P re ‘™ L d . Magnificent Chairs placed on mens ffiouldets. 
the higheft rank, are ^ifo.rent from the Habit of the Emperours of 

Now how much this Habit Figure which is exhibited in 

China , the Reader may cafi y co t • r 1 Empire of China , where I 

the firft place of the Ceog^pb.c.l' C art f o the ^ pfo . 

have alfo fet down the P ro P" j’Z" r in which the Empe- 

vince. Moreover in r e time ^^i^ Tfibunals -were 4,fo yefted 

KwSZdde Fatbere of our Society ufed conftantly before the 
^ Thro^isS' Portraiaure of Doftor^ IW, long fince converted untold 
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Chriftian Faith by the forefaid Paul Kiccms , a man of a mod quick and clear 
judgment, who as he was a great Cohns of the Empire, and of great Authority 
am on? ft the Chinefes , fo both by his Preaching and Wrmng he very much Illu- 
ftrated the Chriftian Religion : Butfeemgthat the Hffionans of China havefuffi- 
ciertly described their Lives and the Grandeur of their Aftions, I thought it not 
requisite to repeat them *, wherefore it {hall fuffice hereto fet down both their 

Piftures in the Chinefian Habit. . . c ^ 

Now the Emperour of the Chinefes before the irruption of the Tartars , when 
he went unto the Tribunal, was accuftomed to prefent himfelf unto view, like a 
petty Deity from a lofty place at a window *, he bore in his hand a skreen of 
Ivory to cover his face, and another half a Cubit broad and a Cubit long over 
his Royal Diadem, from which, Pretious Stones of ineftimable price were fo in- 
fer^ on threads that they hung down, and by their luftre masked his prefence, 
by a certain affe&ated fort of Divinity, from the eyes of the beholders. 

As for the Women, the Chinefes have this cuftom, the Plebeians and Poorer 
fort buy their Wives, and as often as they will they fell them again i for the Em- 
perour and the Royal Lineage in their Matrimonial Contraas have regard only 
unto the Beauty of the Body, neither do the Noble Perfonages afpire unto fuch 
Marriages, both by reafon that the Queens and Emprefles have little command, 
and being confined in their Palace are for ever deprived the fight of their Rela- 
tions ; and alfo becaufe in the eleftion that is made by the Magiftrates that look 
after the concernments of Marriage, very few of an innumerable company are 
advanced to the dignity of the Royal Bed. The Emperour hath one primary 
Wife, befides which he and the Heir to the Croum marrieth nine others fome- 
what inferiour ; and Iaftly thirty fix others, all which enjoy the Conjugal title: 
Unto thefe are added afar greater number of Concubines, which are neither 
termed Queens, Emprefles, or Wives, referved for collateral pleafure ; the pri- 
mary Wife only fitteth at Table with her Husband, all the reft, efpecially thofe 
that are not of the Royal Kindred, are Servants to the Prince, and Ladies of Ho- 
nour unto the Emprefs, who in the prefence are not permitted to fit *, neither 
do rheir Sons call them Mother, but the primary Wife : It can hardly be expref- 
fedhow ftricily the Women are kept throughout the whole Empire, not only 
thofe of quality, but the common fort, who are obliged by an inviolable Law fo 
ftri&Iy, that not only thole perfonsthat are not allyed unto them by any affinity, 
but alfo thofe that are near unto them by blood, yea, their very Children come 
hot at them; for the Womens Apartments are fo contrived, that they can neither 
fee or be fecn by others ; from whence they very feldom have liberty granted to 
go abroad, which if on urgent occafion they obtain, they are fo clofed up in 
Sedans, that there is not fo much as a chink or cranie left open to (hew thcmfelvcs. 
The Chinefes efteem their Beauty chiefly to confift in fmall feature and little feet, 
fo that what may feem unto us unbecoming, they efteem as miracles of Beauty ; 
whence from their very Infancy their feet are fo clofely fwathed , which conti- 
nuethall their life, that they can hardly go without great pain ; if you demand 
a reafon of them, they anfwer, that they have kept this cuftom derived unto them 
about 2800. years, by the example of Tachia the Wife of the Emperour Chei , 
which Emprefs for her incredible Beauty they fuppofe to be placed amongft the 
Gods, and therefore flic is efteemed by them for the Chinefian Venus ; and they 
feign the Beauty of this Perfonage to have arofe from nothing elfe but the ftraight 
binding of her feet, which confequently caufed thefmallnefs ol them : Others fay 
that this eoarcitation was ena&ed by a Law of the wife Men, that Women may 
learn to fit at home, which if they do not voluntarily, they are by this means com- 
pelled. Their habit is modeft and full of gravity, being vailed fo, that no part 
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of their body is naked except the face 5 they adorn their hi7dT~ifi*C7FT~ 
more noble fort (and thofe that live at Court) with divers wreaths’ or fin ^ K r' e 
with Precious Stones, which adde wonderful fplendour ; their Verts intern, o 
with Flowers, Birds and the like Ornaments, Lil at Z 

what they efieem their chief beauty is not obfctired ; and to nafs awavrl,, V 

they 1 port with little Dogs, Birds, and fuch delights: But that their Habrt my 
be the better underftood, the Att, re of the Court Ladies is fet forth in theTn- 
nexed figure brought from China, by fome of our Society. 


7 l 



CHAP. X. 

^ -• ‘T .• J I , . * 1 pj A V t > , j , 

Of the Mode that our Fathers are wont to proceed in, in the Conner [ton of 

the Chinefes. 


I F that ever any Monarchy in the world wcmconftituted accordingto Politi- 
cal Principles, and the dilate of right reafon,Idare be bold to fay it is that of 
the Chinefes j for in it I find all things difpofed in fo great order, that whereas all 
in a manner are fubjeft to the pleafure and command of the Learned, fo almofi: 
nothing is tranfa&ed in the whole Empire, which hath not a dependance on them } 
neither is any one advanced to any dignity before he is fufficiently inftru&ed in 
their Learning and Arts, and by a rigid examination of the Learned Tribunal 
hath firft been approved, and by fo much any perfon obtaineth an Office of great 
Port and Honour, by how much he is the more eminent in the knowledge of the 
Sciences, and the principles and intrigues of Policy j andthefe have the charge of 
the Empire, whom they vulgarly term Mandorines , the Govcrnours of Cities, or 
Vice- Roys of Provinces, who are diftributed in fiich order, that nothing hapneth 
throughout the whole Empire which the Empefouris not made acquainted with J 0 h U Mmm^ 
now feeing that the anfwers and dictates of the Empcrour hath an obligation of^j^. 
a Law among/} his People, thereis.no perfon but doth forthwith put in cxecuti- foc,rer . ha P- 
on his will and pleafure, under a penalty of the privation of his Office and Dig- whole Empire 
nity, than which nothing is more feared by them ; fo that the leaft concernment 
falleth not out in fo vafl: an Empire, that hath relation either to the Machinations 
or Plots of Forreign Enemies, or the fidelity and care, or the negligence of the Man - 
clorines in their charge^or laftly,the Revenues of the Empire and Grievances of the 
Sub)e&s, which is not firft: made known by thefe forts of Mandorins unto the Colai , 
and by them immediately the Suprcam Monarch hath intelligence, whence every 
one difehargeth his place with incredible care and folicitude, without any refpeft 
had either to friends or kindred: novy feeing that amongft all their other Laws that 
is the chief, by which all Strangers are prohibited entrance into China ; it is mani- 
feft both from what we have declared, and alio from what is related in the Hifto- 
ries of China, how greatly our Fathers laboured for divers years to procure a dif- 
penfation from this Law, which by the favour of Almighty God they obtained, 
not without the incredible labour of many years, if you conlider their unskilfulnefs 
in the Language, which is the moll abftrufe of all others to write and fpeak, in 
which if a Stranger be not well feen, he can neither lye oblcurcd without the 
Character of Treafon, or commerce in publick without evident danger of ba- 
nilhtnent or infli£lion of torments, being prcfently difeovered- not only from the 
pronunciation of the Chinefian fpecch, but alfo by their perfons very muchdilfe- 
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^f^T7hc Chwfes.l hefc things being proved by experience,* was concluded 
that none fliould undertake this expedition, who was not in tome tolerable mea- 
fure inflruftcd in the Chine ft an Language at Maccao, where on pur^fe the NeW 
r on verts Teachers of the fame were kept *, and being skilled in the Tongue, they 
expected no fruit of their labour, unlefs they obliged the minds of the Mandarines 
bv lome curious Prefents of their Ingenuity : where is no place for them to boaft 
of Metaphyfical Speculations, nor ftudy of Scholaftical Qiurks and Subtleties, or 
more ftiblime Theories, but you muft extraft and (hew feme undertaken ipcci- 
mens of the Mathematicks, and things fenfible, both to caufe athniration, and to 
aain a repute to the European world : laftly, fome Documents of Moral Philoio- 
ohv unto which they are addled, to be approved not by vain gaietie of words, 
but example of an exquifite, excellent, and innocent life, removed from all de- 
files of mundane pretenfions, fuch as becometh the Apoftolical Labourers in the 
propagation of the Divine Law. And as the Precepts of the Chriftian Faith feem 
to differ as much from their Religion as the Heaven doth from the Earth, fo it can- 
not be exprefled how many toyls and labours muft be undergone, and how many 
dangers paGTed through, that they may be rendred capable of receiving our moft 
holy Law,and the truth of the fame,dextroufly or genuinely explained, here the va- 
nities of Polytheifm, or of having many Deities, muft be confuted ; here Polyga- 
my or the Marrying of many Wives, muft be razed and deftroyed by ftrength of 
Argument j here the incomprehenfible myfteries of our belief muft be inculca- 
ted with great dexterity and caution, wherein labouring with more then ordinary 
patience and continual fubjedion of the body, how many calumnies muft they 
be fubieft unto 1 But for this perufe the Hiftory of Father Daniel Bartolus , lately 
Publifhed in the Italian Tongue. And becaufe the Preaching of the GofpcI could 
not take root without the publication of Books, I might treat opportunely in this 
place concerning thofe publifhed on this occafion. As fir ft the Works of the Vene- 
rable Father Matthew Kiccius of Macera, the founder of the Chineftan expedition 
after Saint Francis Xavier. Secondly, Father Nicholas Frigantnis a Flandriatt 
of Doway. Thirdly, Father Jacob Rho of M Ulan j all which writ many large and 
learned Volutnnsv and befidesthefe there were many who Publiflied large Trca- 
tifesto fatisfie the curiofity of the Europeans, as the twofold Uniyerial Hiltory 
of Father Nicholas Trigantins^ Father John Terentius his Indian rimy, and many 
more particularly mentioned by our Author, from Folio 1 17. to 12 1. in which are 
the particulars at large. 
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PART III. 


CHAP. I. 


Concerning the Idolatry of the Chinefes. 



H E Books of the Cbinefes make three Seels of Religion in 
i their World of China having little knowledge of any 
other. 


Il§ all the Cbinefes , and other conterminate Nations which 
ufe the Chine ftan Characters, do profefs ; fuch are thofe 


The firft is that of the Learned } the fecond is Scie- The three 
quia *, and the third they term Lancu. One of thefe three Chinefci. 


men, their Hierogrammatifts or thofe that were verfed in the Sacred W ritjngs, cmfmiut the 


of Japan, Corian , Tonchini , and Cocincina. Thefe three 
SeCts do very much refemblc the Egyptian Priefts or Wife- 


and the Plebeians. The Se& of the Learned Cbinefes rule the Commonwealth, 
abound in Books, and are applauded above the reft: They acknowledge of 

futius as the Author and Chief of the Philofophers, as the Egyptians do their Amiwof d» 
Thoyt, whom the Grecians call Hermes TrifmegiClus \ and as the Egyptian Sages The Learned 
worfhipped one God, whom they termed Hemepbt ; fo the Learned Men of Chi - onc ^ ty p 
na , according to the Dictates of Confutius, worfhip not Idols, but one Deity,^®^^ 
whom they term the King of Heaven. ... . ofHcaven * 

Concerning whom thus writeth Trigantins in his Chriftian Expedition into Chi * 
na. They affert that the futtSlion or office of facrificing to, and worfhipping of the 
King of Heaven doth only belong unto the Prince therefore the Evtperonr bath 
two magnificent Temples in bis Palaces of Nanquin and Pequin i the one dedica- 
ted to Heaven, the other to the Earth ; be himfelf formerly facrificed in then t, but 
now the moft grave Magiftrates fupply bis place, they flay and offer up Bulb and 
Sheep in Hecatombs to the Heaven and the Earth (fas tbs Egyptians did to Oftris 
and Ifis) and perform many other Rites. The peculiar Temple of the Learned is that 
of Confuting which is ereded by Law in every City, in a place above their Schools', The Temple 
the (lately Edifice hath the Magifirates Palace adjoyning, being Prefident over thofe 
that have taken the firfi degree in that Learning this Statue is obvious in the mojt TheSmue of 
noted place of the Temple, full of Characters, or infiead of a Statue his name infer i- 
bed in Golden Letters on an elegant Tablet } on hit fide fland the tatnes of fome of 
his Difciples, whom the Chinefes have canonized amongfi the Deities of inferiour 
All ttu> Citv meet every New and Full Moon in this Temple, with 



) 
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The other Se& of the Chine fes anfwereth to the Philofophers amongft the 
Egyptians, 3nd is called Sciequia, or Otnyto y but vulgarly Amida, the Japonians 
term it Xacaznd Antidabii this Law came to the Chineses from the Weft, brought 
The fecond from a Kingdom called Vhrencio or Sciuro , which Regioiis # as Frigantius affirmeth, 
that are concluded under the only name of Indofian, fruited between the River Indus 
it contained and Gange ^ X his Sed will eafilv appear by their Opinions, to have proceeded 
from the Gymnofophijls, Brachwans, P erfwns, and j, who antiently inhabit 

ted this In doji an, and have planted their Colonies in China', for they hold a multi- 
tude of Worlds, a Metempfychofis or Trarrfm gration of Souls into Brutes, pro- 
fe fling all the Philofophy of Pythagoras : Father Uaninim in his Atlas thus re- 

lateth concerning them. . . , . £ a 

Xekiao is a SeSl which our Fathers hold to have been introduced into China ^r/t 

after Chrifl it adwptteth a Tranf migration of Souls after Death as a punijhment for 
fins committed, and that both external and internal : they Worjhip Idols, and perpetually 
abjlain from whatfoever had life, a Law judged neceffary by them, for a wit) *'**’*'*& 
of the rude Multitude from Vice , and as an incitement to Virtue. The internal Me- 
tempfyehofis is that fart of Moral Philofophy mfi famous 

reference unto the Vacuity and umverfal Viiiory of the pafftons and depraved affeams 
that this may take place , they hold that they pafs into Plants and Anmals. a they 
rvere obnoxious and incline able unto their affeSlions in their fceptica way Jii 
have nothing to have the jlawp of truth in this life , but as we a PP re :,e f 1 » 
good and had are the fan, l in refpea of divers. Now 1 nganitus fubfenbe h u„to 
this : This opinion framed, faith h e,with Democritus end others, many »"4M« 
they feem chiefly to have borrowed the Tranfmigralton of Souls from i { 

Pythagoras, and they have added many other fiBions unto ,t, to Pam, over the faljj- 
not f they appear not only to have received thefe Xenents from our Phi ofop er , J 
to have borrowed a certain (badowfrom the Evangelical light, for t tey tntro HCe 
tain mode of a Trinity, in which they feign three Gods at length to c0 ~ un,tc S'! > i 
Deity. Of which alfo the Spani/b Epiftles make mention in thefe words , li e) t ‘ 
notice of the Gofpel, hecaufe m the Province of Peking, amongfi other Uo s, 
the {Imre of a Man which hath three Heads, and they loaf one towarc 
and the Chinefes fay, that it ftgnifies that all three of then t have but one mil an ' 
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fire. And a little after : there is another Image of the Figure of a Womanjvith a Child 
in her arms. 

Father Motive Marfizfiwj-reporteth that he hath feen many Images, the Prints or 
Footfteps of the Chriftian Faith in the Province of Fohfsn •, he alfo afierteth that 
he beheld antient Croftes, and the Image of the Blefled Virgin embracing her 
Son, which arc now to be feen in our Church : now we may pioufly fuppofe 
thefetobethe reliqucs of Saint Thomas the Apoftle, or of fome later propaga- 
tors of the Gofpel } and it is more probable that Idols had their original from die 
Ferfians , Medes , and the Indian Philofophers, Heirs of the Egyptians , amongft 
whom it was a peculiar property to make many Statues to fignifie thecffe&sof one 
thing. They continually (have their heads, they give themfelves up unto con- 
templation on Mountains, and in Caves ; their Temples are fo full of Idols made 
of Brafs, Marble, Wood, and Clay, that you would take them for Egyptian 
Chappels. 

The third opinion of the Prophane Religion called Lanzu , anfwereth to the The third rie- 
Plebeians and Egyptian Magicians, and had its original from a certain Philofopher bsian Se ^f 
who flouriftied at the fame time with Confutms ; they feign that his Mother bare' * C 
him eighty years in her womb, wherefore he was called L an<z>u y that is, the old Phi- 
lofopher : this opinion promifeth Paradile unto thofe that are made up of Soul and 
Body *, and they hang up in their Temple the Effigies of certain Perfons, whom 
they fable to have foared up unto the Heavens *, they preferibe certain methods of 
exercifes to attain the fame, which conlift in various Rites, and certain Prayers, alfo 
in Potions, by which, and with the favour of the Gods they promife a long life } 
it is the peculiar office of the Priefts of this Sed by impious Prayers to exorcife 
Devils out ofhoufes, which they attempt b) affixing on the walls the horrid 
ffiapes of Demons delineated on yellow Paper • black Ink i then they fill the 
houfes with fuch ft range cryes, that themfelves feem to be Furies j they alfo pro- 
mife to fetch down (bowers in a drought, to (top great rains, and to avert pri- 
vate or publick misfortunes. 

And thefe are the three chief heads of the opinions of thefe Idolaters, but the 
fubtlety of thefe Mafters have wrought them into fo many Meanders, that they 
feem fcarcely to be numbred, and the incredible number of Images fufficiently 
(hew the fame, which they do not only expoie often to be adored in their Tern- ' 
pies, but alfo in each private dwelling, a place is deputed for them ; and in the 
Market, the Streets, their Ships, and publick Palaces, they are firft obvious to the 
fight, wherein they imitate the Egyptians who were infamous for all forts of Idols. 

But to clear this *, firft as the Egyptians and Grecians believed certain Deities to 
prefide over the Univerfe, fo unto thefe do the Chinefes build myftical Temples j 
thefe they, after the manner of the Egyptians^zci&e and attraft with various Rites 
and Ceremonies. The fecond Argument, that the Religion of the Chinefes was 
borrowed or derived from the Egyptians ,is fo manifeft, that no perfon can in the 
leaftwife doubt or queftion the fame ; and it is this, that unto this very day there 
are found Temples Dedicated unto Mars , Venus , Fortune, Peace, the Oreades or 
Nymphs of the Mountains, and other Gods common both to the Grecians and Egyp - 
tians^ which the Ichnography of the Metropolitan City of Nanking in China, no 
lefs elegantly than exaftly imprinted on Chineftan Silk by our Fathers, and fent 
from China, to Rome fome years fince, will fufficiently prove, which I have here ad- 
ioyned as I copyed it with great fidelity, to demonftrate the great affinity that 
there was between the Chine fan, Grecian , and Egyptian Religion. 
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The Temples of the Chinefian Gods. 


The Temple of the Dragon of the Sea or 

Typhon. 

The Temple of the Queen of Heaven, 
Dedicated to the Moon. 

The Temple Dedicated to Heaven. 
The Temple Dedicated to Demons and 
Spirits. 

The Temple Dedicated to Mountains 
and Rivers, that is, to the Oreades and 
Nereiades. 

The Temple of a grateful mind. 

The Temple Dedicated to the Planet 

Mars. 


The Temple Dedicated to the Prefi- 
dent of the Walls. 

The Temple Dedicated to good 
Peace. 

The Temple Dedicated to the Spirit 
of Medicine, Efcttlapius, or Apollo. 

The Temple Dedicated to the Prefi- 
dent of the Woods or Diana. 

The Altar of Heaven. 

The Altar of the Earth or Ceres. 

The Altar of the God of Rain. • 

The Altar of the King of Birds. 


Thefe are fo agreeable to the Grecian and Egyptian Deities, that all their Ido- 
latry feemeth to have made a Voyage thence into China. The third Argument 
is, That befides their Letters, in which they come very near the Hieroglyphicksof 
the Egyptians , as I have (hewed in the fecond part of my Oedipus , they have the 
fame Ceremonies. 

But know that the Egyptians always adored the figures of the Pyramids with a 
certain Divine honour, the tra&s of which fort of worfiiip continue in China \ for 
they have alfo Pyramids , which they call Chinees , in fo great Veneration, that no 
perfon dareth to undertake any thing before he hath performed his devotion 
there j Khali alledge Petrus Jarricus as a witnefs of this matter, who in the Fifth 
Book of his Indian Hiftory PubJifhed in French^ the 5 1. Chapter relateth concern- 
ing them in thefe words. 

4 Befides thefe Wooden Idols, there are others which they call Chinees , made 
4 for workmenfhip in fafiiion of Pyramids , within which there is a certain kind of 
4 white Ants or Emmets, which difeover not themfelves without, but have their 
4 little Cabines or Lodges within, fo that none knoweth from whence they receive 
4 their nourifhment ; and they defiroy the Lodges where they have the Troughs, 

4 which are made in form of Oratories or private Chappels ; which the Idola- 
4 ters are much admirer, for they greatly fear thefe Chinees , infomuchthat when 
‘.they buy a Slave, they fijlf bring him before fome one of thefe Pyramids or 
4 Chinees , with a Wine offering, or other things which they prefent unto it, fuppli- 
4 eating the Idol, that if the Slave fhould runaway, he would caufe (in a fort) the 
4 Serpents, Lizards, and Tigers, to kill and devour him ; whereupon the Poor 
4 Slaves arefo fearful, that although they are ill ufed by their Mafters, yet do they 
4 never prefume to forfake them. 

From which it is apparent that the Chinefes borrowed all thefe from the Egyp - 
tians, Per fans, and others, who, as I have (hewed in my Oedipus, vyor (hipped a 
Stone or Rock terminated in a Cone, or a Pyramide, inftead of a Deity j but for 
the Noviz,onian Pyramids hear Father Martinins , who in his Atlas folio *57. thus 
deferibeth them. In the Province of Foquien are many beautiful Fabrichj , not a 
few Temples } but the Tower without the Walls excelleth all the rejl in fplendour and 
magnitude of work 'J the figure is eigbt-fquare , it rifeth from the ground nine fiories 
in height , and therefore it is called Novizonia : its perpendicular from the Vertex to 
the foundation is 90 Cubits , unto which the bredth anfwereth in a due proportion } the 
exterionr wall is adorned with carved and painted figures made of the fineft clay , of 
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which they make their PorceUain : the inward wall 7s T ~ 7 

»,aMe which is fo polified , that I, he to a moft bright mirrour it veiled, lubet^'i 
the beholden Toil aft, cud by flairs, built not in the fuddle of the Tower but wi I 1 
the doubled walls', from which there is a paffaoe uvto each (torv ,/ * a 

beautiful footpaces cut inmarUe,andgiUed Iron Grates, if which the Galkriedafe 
every where fortified and adorned. Without the Tower to the Galleries and ,r„ n 
at, he top fin, all bells andlinc filing inftrumenls arefo bung, that being’ moved 17 , he 
wind they make a mott plea/. ant Mufieal Confer, : The laft round comaineth the. Uo 
unto which the Tower ,s dedicated, „ is cafi in Copper and gilded over. About 
,he lower are fomewha, adjacent , Temples of Idols, which may eafily compare 
w„h the ancient Fabncfis of the Romans. And ibis is one of thofe Towers which l 



many more beautiful than it, yet from this (as the Lyon from his paw ) you mar «M 
and judge of the reft, feeingthey are fir the moft part ah fie, and built the fame 
order of Architecture. Moreover as the Egyptians neceflitated and confined 
rheir Demons within Statues, and Confecrated certain Temples unto them fo in 
like manner do the Chinefes ; concerning which , hear Jarricus before cited in 
the place above quoted, thus difeourfing. 

4 There islikewife in every Empire a place dedicated to the Devil, where they 
‘go to make their moft Solemn Sacrifices unto him in a little Me; they call the 
‘ the Idol Camaffono , and thofe that pafs by, much dreading this Idol, and fearing 
‘ left their Veflels fliould be caft away, when they are over againft the Me, make 
‘ an offering, cafting in the Sea either Oyl or fuch other Merchandife as they have 
‘ aboard. 

Concerning their Oracles, thus writeth Trigantius in the Firft Book, Chap. 8. 
of the Voyage into China. ‘ Some of the Chinefes confult the Devils, and there 
‘ are many familiar Spirits which they commonly fuppofe to have more of their 
‘Good Demon, then any fraud or malice of an Evil Spirit ; they difeover things 
‘ paft, declare prefent, and foretel future events ; thefe we read to have been com- 
‘ mon to all the Heathen. But there is one fpecial Science peculiar only to the 
‘ Chinefes , the ere&ing of a Terreftrial Scheme, that is, by the Configuration and 
‘ Pofitionof the Mountains as we may term it, in prefent Profpeft, as if they were 
‘ moving Planets, afpefting varioufly feveral fixed Confteljations, all Landskipsfo 
‘ altering by the leaft change of place, either in longitude or latitude, they calculate 
‘ and fo chufe a piece of ground to build on, either publick or private Edifices, in 
‘ which thofe that refide or are moft concerned, may live happily, & befuccefsful in 
‘ the future, and alfotolnterr the departed, fuppofing fuch fituation very much addi- 
‘ tional to their eternal blifs and quiet after death; which choice Plot they fo fettle 
‘ in pofture with the Dragons they dream of under ground, affirming this place to 
‘ be juft over the Dragons head, that his tail, and there his feet ; for from thefe 
‘ Subterraneous Spirits they more then Superftirioufly believe all Humane Affairs, 

‘ private or publick, even to the Tranflation of Kingdoms and Empires, depend on; 

‘ and therefore many grave perfonsare employed in this more myfterious and oc- 
cult er Science, who are efpecially confulted when any publick Buildings, Ma- 
‘ chins, or Operas are tobeereSed; to which kind of Prediftion not only the 
‘ Great ones, but the whole Nation are enclined, every corner of the Streets and 
‘ Houfes of entertainment fwarming with thefe blind Prognofticators. Thus far 
Trigantius ; and who beholdeth not here another face of Egypt, in which all Af- 
fairs were carried on by Auguries and Omens ; he that deftreth to know more of 
this may have recourfe to the Authors cited-. 
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Thefe things being propofed, I (hall adde in this place a Scheme of the Chi - 
nefian mad Idolatry, by which the Learned amongft them are bewitched ; and 
that they may appear to be fomewhat wifer than the vulgar, they divide their falfe 
Deities into the three orders, the Supernal, Terreftrial, and Infernal , they place in 
the Supernal the Properties of the Divine Eflence, whom they Worlhip under 
the name of the one God, termed Pufia ; but for this fee our Syntagma, or Trea- 
tife concerning the Cabala of the Hebrews : And for better Illuftration I (hall 

here annex the Effigies of the Chine fian Puffa, drawn from the Original, which 
Father Grnberus not long fince brought out of China to be prcferved in our 
Study. 

The three Deities worfhipped under the name of one fuffa, are feated in a 
more elevated place, together with two Attendants, which the Chorus or Quire 
of the Deafters beneath, with ftrctched out and lifted up hands feem to uphold ; 
in the middle is the Deafter termed Fe or Fo, which ftgnifieth a Saviour, like ano- 
ther Jupiter refplendent with an Auguft face, and wonderful majefty, encompaf- 
fed with many Gods and Goddefles (whom they call the Heroes of the antient 
times begotten by the Gods) under which are again placed a Troop of the Semi- 
Gods, Gods of Nature and Kingdoms, which are ufually exhibited as fo many 
Internuncii, who with great Veneration and fignal readinel's attend to execute the 
commands of the great Fo or Chine ft an Jnpiter. 
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P A R T I V. 


THE PREFACE. 

A 

S Eeing many things related by our Fathers concerning the Indian Kingdoms and 
the Empire of China, are carped at by fome Criticajlers as being feigned and 
falfe l Jhall here call them anew unto examination , that it may be manifeji 
there is nothing in thofe places fo Jl range or exotic which is not found both 
in Europe and alfo in other parts of the IVorld. 


CHAP. I. 

Of the wonderful fuuation of China, and the manner of the Peoples 

Living there . 


N O W as the Empire of the Chinefes is the moil Opulent, Potent, and 
Populous, containing fifteen Kingdoms, fo the Government is the moil ab- 
solutely Monarchical of all other Nations, being furnifhed both with the Arts 
and Rarities of Nature, Policy, and good Order, that being independent and to- 
tally Separated from the reft of the world, it feems a Microcofm or little Univerfe 
within her felf, Nature having on the North and Weft, befides a Wall of three 
hundred Italian miles, hedged it about with the vaft and unbounded defence of a 
Sandy Sea on the Eaft and South flie has io fortified it, both with the unlimited, 
and as yet unknown recedes of the Eaft and South Ocean, and alfo with wild 
Roads and unfafe Harbours for Shipping, that without manifeft danger you cart 
hardly approach her Shores, both by reafon of the boifteroufnefs of the winds, 
and the moft violent reciprocations ot the Marine Tides i and left on the Weft 
fome entrance fhould be granted, Nature hath blocked up her paths with rugged 
unacceflible , and yet impenetrated Mountains, and fo armed with Garrilons of 
Wild Beafts, and Vencmous Serpents, Ambufcaded in their obfeure recedes, that 
on this fide no one can hope for padage; wherefore China is often called in their 
Language Cungboa, fignifying the middle Empire •, for they believe themlelves to 
be fituated in die midft and navel of the world ; and Sometimes Cungqne, a Garden 
in the midft, or a florid Garden, by reafon of the affluence of all things neceflary 
for humane life: for the whole Empire is fo much enriched fromthedcfor»n of 
Lakes, and Rivers, breaking out.every where from the Mountains of the Weft, and 
from the Mediterranean Parts of the continued Mountains, that there is Scarcely 
a Field that is not watered with them, almoft no City but may ho d a correfpon- 
dency with others by Shipping, that fail through Rivers and Trenches, to thegreat 
conveniency of Merchants and Travellers : the moft perfp.cuous R.vers re, Kr- 
for its largenefs termed the Son of the Sea, and another Hoang, fo called from 
his Saffron colour; thefc water all Cbma, and rif.ng from the bordertng Udjan 


So 
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Mountains byTdivideT^to(ninioii fcparatc the whole Empire at length difem- 
boone themfelves into the Eaftern Ocean. And this is alfo mod worthy of admi- 
ral ton in the Cbinepan world, and which hapneth unto no other Monarchy, that at 
this day the Empire is To fituated from the South towards the North, that not con- 
tent with the proper munificencies of the temperate Zone, it hath moreover fub- 
i e aed both the torrid and frigid unto its jurifdi&ion ; for being from the iS.de. 
gree of the torrid Zone, and proceeding in a ftraight line through the temperate, it 
is extended almoft unto the 70. degree of the altitude of the frozen Tartarian Oce- 
an within the frigid Zone, which fpace maketh 32. degrees, which if divided in- 
to 1 5. make 780. Aftronomical miles, of which 15. makeone degree, and 3120. 

Italian miles, 60. of which miles make one degree. . . 

From whence it followeth, that all forts of Fruits, Aromaticks, Trees, 
and Animals, are io common unto this Empire, as they are each of them proper 
to their peculiar Climate, and therefore what is fcattered in fundry parts, is here 
colle&ed with abundant increafe : What Monarch ever had the happinefs every 
day to have his Table furniflied with the feafonable and proper Fruits of thclu- 
dies brought from the burning Zone, and to be delighted with the variety and 
abundance of all Fruits peculiar to the temperate Zone, and what ever elfe 
fervesfor Food, Ray mentor Pleafure > for what this vaft Empire hath, cither rare, 
delicate, or admirable, i* all ferved up for the ufe of the Emperour. 


CHAP. II. 


Of ihe Political Government of the Chinefes. 

S Eeingin the former Chapters we have treated at large of the Political Empire 
of the Chinefes , here I thought good to adjoin fome things worthy of greater 
confideration : The Emperour of China is abfolute Lord of the whole Monar- 
chy, and the Empire is fo governed by him, that no perfon may undertake any bu- 
finefs of importance without his aflent i the Monarchy defeendeth fucceflively 
from the Father to the Sons, and where the direft line fails, it runs collateral } all 
the reft whether they be Brethren or Nephews, or otherways joyned in Consan- 
guinity, are Honoured with the Title of Kings, each of them having a Province 
aihgned him, which they Rule, but yet with fuch a limitation of Authority, that 
having certain Revenues afligned them, all the reft is transferred into the Empe- 
roursTreafury. There are fix Tribunals or Courts of Juftice which determine 
all Caufes and Controverts of the whole Empire : The firft for chufirtg of Ma- 
giftrates. The fecond the Exchequer of his Imperial Majefties Revenues. The 
third for Emergencies in Ecclefiaftick Affairs. The fourth for the Militia. The 
fifth orders Publick Edifices and fuch like Buildings. The fixth fpreads it felf in- 
to feveral Courts concerning Criminal Caufes *, and by thefe fix, with theif fub- 
ordinate Officers, all bufinefs is difpatched. I he Emperour hath Lords of his 
Privy Council, which they call Colaos , who as they are perfons excellently verfed 
in the knowledge of State Affairs, fo alfo are they had in eftimationnextto him- 
felf } he hath likewife his Governours, or Lords Lieutenants of divers degrees, 

which are termed Mandorines y all of them accomplifhed in variety of Learning 

and 
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and Knowledge, fo that the whole Kingdom is in a manner ruled (as Fhtfs ComT~ 
momvealth) only by Learned Men; and that Kingdom cannot but arrive to th~ 
greateft height of Felicity, in which either the Prince afts like a Philofophcr, or a 
Philofophcr reigneth. This is manifeft by the innumerable multitude ofthelnha- 
bitants, which the Emperour governeth with as much facility, as the Mafterof\ 
a Family doth his Houfe ; it is clear from the Magnitude, Splendour, and incredi- 
ble Magnificence of the Cities, and the frequency of Bridges, the ftrufture of which, 
whether you have a refpcci to their length, or the Rules of Architecture, hath 
amazed fuch as beheld them : adde unto this the conveniency of publick Paffa- 
ges, the afflux of Shipping from all parts reforting to the Metropolitan Cities, the 
indefatigable labour and induftry of the Husbandmen in cultivating their 
Lands, the great vigilancy and unwearied guard of the Souldiery, the extraordi- 
nary rigour and feverity of the Judges in punifiiing Malefa&ors ; all which cannot 
have their original in fo great an Empire, without the fuppofition of excellent 
Laws eftablifhed for the confirmation of the Peace and Tranquility thereof. 

As for the Emperours Annual Revenues, although they are not always fixed 
and certain, by realon of the viciffitude and alteration of times, yet for the moft 
part in Peace they eafily amount to 1 50000000 millions, according to their Exche- 
quer-rolls, in which, as Father Martinms avoucheth, they have not only the num- 
ber of the Inhabitants in every Province and City, but alfo a compute of each 
years Revenue moft exa&ly Regiftred. In the Regency of the Emperour Vanly , 
the number of the Inhabitants throughout the whole Empire amounted to about 
aoo millions, not accounting the Emperours Servants, Eunuchs, Women, and 
Children, and the Revenue was eftimated at 15000000. of Goldafter our rate; 
but now under the Regency of this Emperour, the Revenues of his Kingdoms being 
alfo in the Audit, it far exceeds ; and for better fatisfa&ion, I have here annex- 
ed a Table of the Annual Incomes of each of the fifteen Kingdoms of the Empire 
of China paid into the Exchequer, together with the number of Inhabitants con- 
tained in every one of the Kingdoms in the time of the Emperour Vanly, which 
Table I have extra&ed out of j Martinins his Atlas, 
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A Catalogue of, be Families, Fighting- Me* no, reckpfng the E mperours Retmuetoge. 
iber with the Tributes yearly paid throughout the nohole Empne excepting of Tolls 
and Cuftoms, ext raBed from the Bool^ofthc Compute of the Chinefes in the ye.tr 
that the Empire flour, fled, according to Father Marnne Martinms and others. 



Families. 1 

Fighting 

Men 

Sacks of t I 
Rice. 

►ounds of 
Silk. 

Truffesof 

Hay. 

Pounds of Salt 
of twenty 
four ounces. 

I. Techinck_ Peck.aH or Cam- 
lain the Metropolis, and an 
hundred 3 5 Cities under it. 

2 £ The Kingdom ot Xanp 
hath tinder it five Metropoli' 
tan Cities, unto which art 
fubjett ninety two Ids 
~ 2. The Kingdom of Xetift. 

418989 P 

►452354 2 

1274022 4 

• 5*35 i 

2737284 

180870 

589939 

5084OI5 

1929057; 

4770 : 

J54485O 

420000 

831051 

?y 34 * 7 6 

2812119 

9218 1 

1514749 


4. Xantung hath under it 
fix Metropolitan Cities, and 
ninety two Cities fubjeft to 
them. 

7705 55 

6759675 

« 

2414477 

54990 • 

3824290 


5. The Kingdom ot Ho- 
nan hath eight Metropolitan 
Cities, and an hundred Cities 
fubjett to them. 

589296 

A U A 1 A A 

510627c 

1 *> ^ O A f 7 P 

61069 60 

2 l 67 *? 

9959 

6220 

1288744 

149177 

6. The Province Sucheu. 
7» Hvquang hath fifteen 
Metropolitan Cities. 

t 2 y 

531686 

1 2 . 2 I / 

483359c 

16 16600 

*7977 



8. Kiangfi hath thirteen 
Metropolitan Cities under it, 
and fixty two Cities under 
them. 

1363629 

654980c 

5995 c 34 

1 1516 



9. Nanking^ot g>»iang, hath 
fourteen Metropolitan Cities, 
and a 100 Citie? under them. 

19698169967429 

2510299 

2845a 

5804217 

5804217 

10. Chekiang hath eleven 
great Cities, and fixty two 
Cities fubjeft unto them, it 
abonndeth in Silk. 

1 

1242135 

452547 c 

883115 

Mi 

2574 

8704491 

444763 

11. Fokjen hath eight Me- 
tropolitan Cities , and unto 
them forty eight others. 

509200 

180267? 

I 0 17772 

600 



12. guantung, vulgarl) 
Canton , hath ten Metropo 
litan Cities, unto which art 
fub'ieft feventy three. 

• 

. 483360 

1978022 

1017772 



37380 

13. £)uangji hath twelvt 
Metropolitan Cities, and fub- 
jtft to thefe above one hun- 
dred others. 

186719 

105476c 

431359 




14. gyueicheu hath eigni 
Metropolitan Cities, and to 
theie ten others are fiubjeft. 

1 • 

• 45305 

231365 

47658 




15. junnatt hath twelve 
Metropolitans and undei 
them eighty four Cities. 

132958 

, 433 I,C 

) 140056s 



56965 
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CHAP. III. 


Of the Cities of China, and the Cujioms-of the Inhabitants. 


F ATHER M artimus, SameduffTrigantius, and Gruberus , Eye-witnefles, relate 
that the Empire of China is fo full of Inhabitants, the Towns and Villages fo 
contiguous, that did the Wall reach the South Sea, it might defervedly be termed 
but one City, but there arc Metropolitans and chief Cities of Provinces in nunff 
ber i^o. and thofe of the inferiour order 1262. all fortified with Walls, Works, 
and Trenches j befides , there arc Caftles, Corporation Towns, Villages and 
Granges without number : The Cities for the moft part are built four fquare, their 
Houfcs generally are Wood, and not above one Story, poor and rude without, 
but within very fplendid, each Houfe is bound to affix a fhield upon the door, con- 
taining the number of Inhabitants, and of what condition each perfon is, to the 
end the Mandarines may know how many perfons every City contains, for the 
avoiding of Seditions, and to gather in the Revenues ; by which means it cannot be 
thought ftrange, that if Forraigners come into China they are difeovered, their 
Landlords being obliged under the infliflionof afevere penalty not to conceal 
them. The Mechanick Arts are in great efteem amongft them, and they fo ma- calArcs * 
nage them, that they fufter not the vileft drofs to periffi, but convert it to fome 
gain : The learned gang apply themfclves unto no other Sciences, but Politick, Speculative 
and Moral ; they know not the name of the Scholaftick and Speculative Difci- Sc,enccs ' 
plines, which is wonderful in a Nation that aboundeth with Ingenious Perfons j 
yet their Phyfitians by tradition are endowed with an admirable knowledge of the^^.,,^ 
Pulfc, by which, with incredible induftry, they find out the moft Latent Caufes their Phyfiti- 
of Difeafes, and then apply for cure their proper Remedies } but in the Artsan- ans ‘ 
viled out by modern curiofity, as Architecture, Sculpture, and Weaving, if you 
except the knowledge of Proportions and the Opticks, they come not behind the 
Europeans : for their other Acquirements lee what I have laid in the preceding dif- 
courfe 5 and he that defireth more full information, may have recourfe to the 
above-cited Authors. 


A Recitation of fome Rarities found in China. 

CHAP. IV. 

Of the Mountains of China, and the Jlupendious Prodigies of Nature which are 
J obferved in them. 


A lthough in this Empire Mountains are fo numerous, yet the greateft are 
the continual Theme and Argument of their Studies; for what our Aftrolo- 
rers perform by the Ccleftial Houfes, they make out by the Terreftrial Hills : But 
tmoneft their many enquiries by Tcrene Calculations after rnctr good and bad 
Fortunes, there is nothing they more labour in, then the bufinefs of SepuUuc, 
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abouc which they fpare nocoft or pains, not only obferving with no fmall Scru- 
tiny the Summits, tops and fuperficies, but alfo make fubtle infpeftions into the 
very bowels of the Mountains, to find a fortunate fpot of ground which they 
fancy refcmbles the Head, Tail, or Heart of the Dragon ; which done, they joyfully 
conclude they have found a place in which the perfon Interr’d (hall be happy, and 
his Pofferity fuccefsful, which I believe to be inculcated by fome Grave Philofo- 
pher, to advance a filial Piety to their Deceafed Parents, and more fpecial care 
of the honour of Funerals. Now the Mountains of China are for the moft part 
encom parted with great Villages, pleafant for moft Beautiful Sepulchral Monu- 
ments, Chafes, and Groves, and a waving Sea of Rice make them like a Plain, 
which when Groves and Woods do frnile with their Summer attire, render a moft 
pleafant Profpe£l,the Chappels placed on them excelling for magnitude and fplen- 
dour y there are alfo the Monaftcries of the Priefts, but yet in the thick and over- 
grown Woods liveth a Barbarous Nation not yet fubje&ed to the Chineses, 

Many things are obferved in thefe Mountains, which if true, they may defer- 
The wonder- VC( ^Y accounted amongft the Miracles of Nature ; fome by reafon of their im- 
^'fomeMoun- height have a perpetual ferenity on their tops, others are covered with a 
tams. continual dark Mantle of ambient thick Mifts ; there are fome which triumph 
only with wholfome Plants, exiling all Venomous Weeds. In the ^fountain Queyu, 
both fmall and great ftonesare found in a cubical or fourfejuare Figure, which are 
alio in one of the Mountains of Calabria , of which we have treated in our Book 
of the Subterranean World. The Mountain Paokj in the Province of Xcnfi , hath 
itne 1 igure of a Cock, w’ho on the approach of a ftorm fendeth forth fuch murmurs 
and roarings, that may be heard far diftant •, and Olans Magnus in his Hiftory of the 
Noithern Regions faith, that fuch monftrous founds happen in the Mountains of 
the Botnick. Sea. 


A moveable 
Mountain. 


That is worthy of admiration which the Chinefian Oreofcopifts relate concerning 
tlw Mountain Cio y that on the top of it there is a ftone five perches high, and ano- 
ther alio in the Kingdom of F oby.en , which as often as a ftorm is near totereth,and is 
moved hither and thither, as Cyprefs Trees ftiaken by the winds. Vide Author 
Tart 4. Folio. 170. 

There is another Mountain continually covered with Froft,thecaufeof which 
may be conje&ured to be the Nitrous Spirits, which the Mountain, together with 
the vapours of the vvatry receptacles therein laid up, perfpireth. Further Vide 
Author Tart , 4. Folio 171. 

A Mountain in the Province Kiang fi hath two tops, the uppermoft of which re- 
lcmbles a Dragon, feeming to ftoop fiercely at the lower Spire, which appeareth 

like a Rampant Tyger* from whofe various Afpeds the Priefts make many rules of 
divination for their Difcipl es. 

Another Mountain by its feven tops configurcth the feven Stars in the Conftel- 
lation of the greater Bear. 

. ^ ut D the y° unt « n fafhioned in the fhape of an Idol near the City of T undue, 
m t e rovince of Fofyen^ exceedeth all admiration ; concerning which thus writ- 
etn at jer artinius in his /itlas y Folio 69. The firji Mountain of this Province is 
worthy of admiration, being fit Hated on the bank? of the River Feu for from this Moun- 
tain they have, as I may fay, not formed a Monftrous , but a Mountainous Idol, which 
Ihey call Fey it fitteth with crofs legs, or decaff ated feet, folding the hands in his 
bojom. You may judge of the Magnitude, the Eyes, Ears, Noft rils, and Mouth, being 
pe. picuous to the beholders at leaft two miles, fuppofed not to be cutout, as 
Uinoftratus ^offered to carve the Mountain Athos into an Alexander, holding a City 

by°fancy nd> ^ ^ the ° tllCr 5 but t,ie 1Bcer Work Naturc uluch 


They 
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They report of the Mountain Taipe in the Province of Xenji , much celebra- 
ted by the Oreofcopifts or Mountain-Diviners, that a Drum being beaten on it 
raifeth fuddenly thunder, lightning, and great tempefts : Therefore is there a 
ftri& Law and fevere punishments provided to the contrary. 

The Oreologifts relate that there is a Mountain in the Province Vquang , which 
is fo tenacious of its own right, that if any one hath felonioufly taken any of its 
wood, fruit, or the like, he (hall never be able to depart thence, being perpetual- 
ly included as in a Labyrinth*, but he that religioufly abftaineth, may go thence 
without trouble. But we reckon this amonglt the Fables of the Bon^ii. 

There alfo are MAian, or windy Mountains, fuch as in Europe *, for in the Pro- 
vince Huquang is a Mountain called Fang, from which, as M artinms relates, in the 
Spring and Autumn not the leaft breath appears*, but from the hollow Caverns 
in Summer affiduous blafis and continual blowings iffue. 


CHAP. V. 

H * i . 

\ , \ • J 1 v 

Of the Wonders of Lakes , Rivers, and Springs . 

’.1:1 v V' TlV/ f . ... > 

T H E Lakes of the Chinefes are like their Mountains, full of Rarities. There 
is a Lake in the Province Fokien , which converteth Iron into C JPP cr ’ th f 
water being very green, we prefume it is full of Nitrous fpints, and fodifcoloured 
with Coperas, which operates in the converfion of this metal. # 

Another Lake called Chung in the Province of Fasten, hath a greater wonder , 
for they report, that in a fair Houfe there ereaed, as often as ram or a tempeft is ap- 
proaching,^ ^there is a found heard like the ringing of a Bell. For the realon vide a 

A t The Mountain T* W, in the Province Qutntnng, is Paid to be a Lakcwinchis 
clear throughout the whole year, except in the Autumnal S eafon, 
itistinauredfodeepwithatrue blew, that it dyes into the fame colo 

di ^ne!^t"l^Sinthe Province ***** ^ of 

5Sf3.*S2 “ 

vvhofe dreadful devorarion the Scene fuddenly changed mto ' P _ f ’ 

pleafant Lake, none but a Child 1 fwimnung on a p on the furftcc lL 

Lake is called alfo the Starry Sea, from certa.n weeds appearing on 

beamy Stars. 
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CHAP. VI. 

I ■ ' s 

Of fir ange or foreign Plants in China. 

A S the Empire of the Chinefes by a oontinuated traft of Lands participated] 
the properties of things with India, the Seas being fubjed to the Torrid 
Zone i fo alfo it mud of necedity produce foreign Plants endued with rare 
qualities. But to recount fome of them', The firft is the Rofe of China that 
fpringeth out of Trees, which twice every day changeth its colour, even now 
being all purple, or red, and by and by becoming altogether white, yet without 
any fwect fcent. Vid. the Author, Part 4. Cap. 5. foL ijS.. 

There alfo groweth in the Province Quantung , a Plant which they call Cbijnng , 
which is to fay Weather-wife } for the Mariners, as Father Martini** relateth, 
do by the number and didance of the Knots growing thereon, predift how many 
tempeds (hall be throughout the whole year, and when they (hall happen. Far- 
ther vid. Author, Part 4. Chap. 6.fol. 177* 

In the Province Qnangfi there groweth a Tree, which they call Quanlang , 
which indead of pith hath a foft pulp like unto flour, whereof the Natives make 
bread, and is applicable to the ufes with flour*, of which Trees Marcus Panins 

Vehetus maketh mention. Lib.%. chap.19. 

There is faid to be a Lake near the City Vuting in the Province Unnnam , which 
is called Hociniad , on every dde beautifully furroundcd with Trees j the Leaves 
that fall from them are changed into fmall Birds of a black colour, in fuch num- 
bers that the Inhabitants fuppofe them to be Spirits. So M artinins in his Atlas . 
The like in Scotland and elfewhere, as Soland Geefe, Clack Geefe and Barnicles. 

The Atlas of Chin* mentions an Herb, in the Province of Huquang , called Puju , 
which liveth a thoufand year<\ and hath the virtue of redoring Youth and chang- 
ing gray hairs into black : of which the truth may well be doubted. 

There is alfo found the Root cs' icd Cj inf eng, in the Province of Leaotung , mod 
famous throughout ill Chthdf'Lo m the operation of whofe wonderful virtue the 
vulgar Chinefes believe drange redoration of Health and Longevity. See Father 
M artinins, in the 35. folio of his Atlas. 

There is the Plant called Cha, which not being able to contain it led within the 
bounds of China, hath insinuated it felf into Europe ", it abounded] in divers Re- 
gions of China, and there is great difference, but the bed and more choice is in the 
Province Kiangnatt, in the Territory of the City Hocicheu ', the leaf being boiled 
and infufed in water, they drink hot as often as they pleafe ; it is of a Diuretick fa- 
culty, much fortifies the domach, exhilarates the fpirits, and wonderfully openeth 
all the Nephritick padages or Reins } it freeth the head by fupprefling of fuligi- 
nous vapours, fo that it is a mod excellent drink for dud ions and fedentary per- 
lons, to quicken them in their operations ; and though at the fird itfeemeth infipid 
and bitter, yet Cudom makes it pleafant ; and though the Turkjfh Coffee ad- 
minider the like cordiality, and the Mexican Chocolate be another excellent drink, 
yet Tea, if the bed, very much excelleth them, both becaufe that Chocolate in 
hot Seafons inflameth more than ordinary, and Coffee agitateth choler; but 
Tea in all Seafons hath one and the fame effeft. But concerning this Plant, the 
Draught whereof we have here inferted, fee M artinins in his Atlas Sinicus at 
large. 
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It is reported, that there groweth an Herb in the Province Xenfi, called Qnt't, 
which being eaten caufeth mirth and laughter, fomewhat like unto the Weed 
Apiorifus . 

Our Atlas reportethan admirable kind of Withy or Vine to grow m the 
Mountains of Quantung , called by the Chinefes Teng , by the Portugal* the Wheel, 
you would believe it to be a rope wreathed by Nature, of a very great length 
creeping along through the Mountainous Earth j it is full of prickles, and with 
oblong leaves, it often fpreads for the fpace of a furlong i there is fuch plenty ot 
it in the Mountains, that the long branches being entangled within one another, 
make the way unpaflable for the Deer j they make of it Cables and Tackle 
for Ships, and being wrought into fine threads, it ferves to make Bee-hives, 
Cratches, Chairs, Pillows, Beds, and Mattrefles *, for no Vermme will be harbour- 
ed in it > in the Summer it greatly refrelheth perfons wearied with heat 
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There are alio in the Provinces Jnnnan , and Chianfi , Trees whole Wood may 
defervedly be reckoned among# the pretious commodities ; they call that which 
is young and tender Aqnila , and w hen it is grown to maturity it is called Calambi \ 
the value of this Plant confifteth in the odour, which is fweeteft when aged, 
and nothing can be more fragrant. There is fuch plenty of the be# fort of 
the Jqualin \n the Mountains of Couchincbina called Moi, in Junnan and Chianfi , 
Provinces conterminate on Couchimjnna^ that it is free for allperfons, andjome- 
times tranfported to a hundred-fold gain, efpecially among# the Brachmans^ who 
make facred piles of it on the great days of Solemnity, in which Women Confe- 
crate themfel ves unto the flames, out of love to their deceafed Husbands ; or when 
the Corps of great deferving perfons are burnt : for they fottilhly believe their 
falfe Gods are wonderfully delighted with fuch kind of odours, and are thereby, 
rendred propitious unto the fouls of the departed, in their Tranfmigration : but 
the Calambi is of a greater price, and referved for the Emperour ; it groweth up- 
on the Mountains, and is fetched thence by night with Torches, the better to evade 
the incurfions of wild Bcafts there refiding. In Japan the Noblemen make of it 
Odoriferous Chairs •, fome fuppofe this Wood to be a kind of our Lentifcus, or 
the Turpentine, although by the benificency of the Sun and Climate, it is much 
improved. 

In the Provinces Suchuen , Xenfi r and the City Socieu , near the Chinefian Wall, 
is found in'great abundance that fo famous and Phyfica! Drug Rhubarb, con- 
cerning Whofe variety,' excellency, mannnerof gathering and preferving, ‘vide 
Author fart 4. Chap. 6. Folio- 183.-' The form* of which yoifhave in this annexed 
Print. " ■; ■ 7 . ; 

There are in the aforefaid Regions, efpecially in the Province Chekiang-, near 
the City Sungiang , Pine-trees of fo wonderful bignefs in the wa#e, that eight men 
with their arms extended cannot fathom them, within whofe vaft rind forty men 
may well ftand ; alfo Reeds of fo great bignefs, that the joints betwixt the inter- 
nodes or knots willferve to hold liquor inftead of a Kilderkin or Barrel. 

There are fuch variety of Fruit-bearing-trees in China, that they anfwer to all the 
produ&s of that nature in every Climate of the world, what ever the Torrid, Tem- 
perate, or Frozen Zones produce \ but among# them fhe boafts of one Tree 
which bears no Fruit, as we may fay, and yet abounds with delicious variety *, it is 
called for its thorny and prickly leaves, by the Cbinefes Po-lo-nie, and inftead of 
Buds and Blolloms it thrufts forth excrefccncies of a prodigious fize, bigger 
then our large# Pompions, and not unlike 5 fome of them as much as a man can 
carry i the rind is tough and briftly, which opened, affordeth a ftore-houfe of deli- 
cious varieties, enough to fatisfie twenty perlons, infomuch that the Chinefes call 
it a Sack full of Honey Fruite, the meanc# of which for tafte, as fome report, ex- 
cels the choice# of our Mellons. 

Like unto this is the Tree which the Indians call Papaya^ and the Chinefes Fan- 
yay-Xuj it beareth a bunch of fruit no bigger then our Mellon, of the tafte deli- 
cious, the juice to be eaten with a Spoon, and throughout the whole year it glo- 
ries in Flowers green, and ripe Fruit. 


f I • 


And 
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And betides they have in China a Tree called Kagtn , yielding Fruit twice a 
year, which by inverlion thrufts forth the feed or kernels, like warts orfuchex- 
crefccncies on the out-tide of the Fruits, and is in common to the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, who call it Ananas y but the Cbinefes call it Fam-folo-Mie : itgroweth in 
the Provinces Qnantung, Kiangfi, and Fo^ien, and is fuppofed to have been tirft 
brought from Varu the Tree on which it groweth is not a ftn ub, but an herb 
like unto Cardnus, they call it Cartriofoli, on whole leaf a fruit grovveth flicking 
unto its ftalk, of fo pleafant and exquifitc a tafte,that it may eafily obtain the pre- 
heminency amongft the moft noble Fruits of India and China ', the fpermatick 
faculty is innate in all the parts thereof) for not only the feeds Hied on the giound, 
but its fprouts and leaves being planted, produce the like Fiuits, concerning which 
admirable produft of Nature, fee what we have difeourfed at large concerning the 
Seeds of things, in the 12 th Book of my Subterranean World: th e feed s oi Inch iorts 
of plants conduce much to prove, that new Philofophy of Planrs, of which I have 

there laid the Platform. , r , , 

The moft noted Fruit?, Manga, Lid, Qnd, are every where defer, bed ; but 

how inocculated in the Pom-Citron, i? much drftercnt from the Art of 

the Europeans, being performed without transfol.atton or rnoculatron ; tor 
,hey onlv bind a bough of the fruit Manga, to a bough of the Pom-Curon, and 
dawb it about with clay •, which being done, they conjoyn, and fo bring forth 

the moft excellent fruit ot both. . 1 • T j u 

The MasS, mens relatethofa Treein.hc ProvrnceCh^ whrcl. produceth 
a fruit that i. fat, whereof they make moft excellent Whrte Candle?, whrch nc. her 
fonl the hands, nor make any ill feent being extinguiflied , the Tree is like u 
our Pear-tree when the fruit is ripe, they break the hark, macerate and fteep 
it in hot water, and when that they have watered the heated puip, they 
make it up into a lump, which is like unto Suet : and from its Nut they extra* 
Oy| like our Ovl of Olives, very ufefulin the winter feafon i the leaves are flamed 
wfth a Copper-like rednefs, which dropping to the ground, affordeth the Sheep and 
Kine good' food, by which they become wonderful fat. 
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CHAP. VII. 

4 

t 

Of ftrange Beaft s or Animals in China. 

k Herc arc in China, but efpecially in Junnan and Qnanfi, great plenty of 
Elephants, Tygers,and Bears j but I (hall treat offuchasbe feennowhefe 

c-lfe but 'in China. 

In the Weftern Provinces of China , viz. Xenft and Kiangfi is the odoriferous 
Stag or Deer, for fo the Chinefes call the Xechiamyit is an Animal produceth Musk: 
Concerning which thus Atlas Sinicm j That there may be no doubt what Mus^is, I 
fijall difeover it , having been more then once an Ocular SpeSlatour i there is a certain 
bunch or excre fcency towards the belly of the Animal , called by the Chinefes Xe, 
much like unto aPurfe, con fifing of a thin skin , covered with hair: the odour or 
fraqrancy thereof is called Xehiang, which fignifietb Musk u 5 it is a four-footed Beaft , 
not much unlike a Deer , the hair of itfomewbat more black . , and altogether without 
horns, the flefb of it when kftled, is eaten by the Chinefes : In this Province and in 
Suchuen, Junnan, and the places more near the Weft , is found great plenty of Musk, > 
thofe Bunches or Purfes if they be not adulterated , are of fo Jirong a (cent as the pure 
Zybeth : but the crafty Mar ha ts fluff the purfes which the skin of the Beaft mafethy 
with the blood , skjn, or four part elfe , and fell them for the true and genuine ffome mix 
it with Dragons blood , and by this means of one bladder make or three, but yet the 
more skilful dodifeern the fallacy, for if being burned it evaporateth,it is believed to 
be true , but if when it is burned there remaineth fomewhat likg unto a Coal or Cinder, 
it is adulterate. Almoft the fame is delivered by Father Philip Marinus in his 
Hiftory of Tunchino , in which place there is plenty of thefe Animals, which he 
faith is fo fimple, that not knowing how to efcape, it will of its own accord pre- 
fentitfclf unto the Huntfmento beflaughtered. 
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T be Hippotame or Sea-Horfe, called by the Chincfes llayma. 

Thefe Animals arc often fcen on the Shores of the Chine fun and Indian Ocean, 
in Fiainam, the Philippine Iflands, the M aldiva;, and efpecially in Mozambique, on 
the Southern coaft of Africa ; it is a very deformed creature, and terrible to behold. 
Father Boini whilft that he (laid at Mozambique, difle&ed and infpe&ed him, of 
whom thus in his own words. I have annexed a double Scheme of the true Sea-horfe, 

of which when / was at Mozambique, l fawa great company wallowing on the Sea in 
a creel ^ on the fands.Thc Judge of the City Mozambique fent the head of an Hippo- 
tame unto the Co! ledge, that / might perufe it ; which meafuring, I found in length three 
Cubits from the mouth to the f boulders ; on the lower jaw it had two high bended teeth, 
unto which in the upper jaw the great teeth were con fent ancon s,&>the tongue lolling out. 
Afterwards viewing the more inland parts of Crafraria, coafling the fb ore in a Gaily , 
we beheld at leaf fifty Sea-horfes within a flones cafl , neighing and playing divers 
tricky in the water, a Slave with his Musket killed one of them, which bringing afhore , 
flaring his pieces amongfl themfelves , they pulled out his teeth , and gave me the big- 
eft ; his ski** # hard, he hath no hairs but only in the end of his tayl, which arc 
bending , they cafi a bright nefs as poliJJjed blacky horn , and about the bignefs of a quill 
or f mall reed , of which the Cafres make Bracelets, both for Ornament , and to prevent 
the Palfie : Of their Teeth are made Beads , Crojfes , and Images , they flop the Flux of 
Blood ; but all have not this vertue , only thofe that arc taken at a certain feafon of the 
year. In the Royal Hofpital at Goa there is a great S :-horfe tooth, the which applyed 
to a Vein that is opened , will immediately flop the blood. The flory of a P rincc of Ma- 
labar flainby the Portugals, is fufficiently known , whom finding wounded with many 
Bullets, yet without any fign of blood, though his wounds were gaping jbey flriping and 
pulling fome piece of the bone of the Hippotame that hung about his neck ,the blood, like 
a Torrent that breach over the banhy flowed out of the chad Corps, whofe frigid nature 
fo flops and co agulateth. Thus father boim. 

The Province Fobjen hath an Animal perfectly refcmbling man, but longer 
arms, and all over hairy, called Fefe, mofl fwift and greedy after humane flefti, 
which that he may the better make his prey, he feigneth a laughter, and iuddenly 
while the perfon ftands liftning, feifeth. There are alio in China Apes and 
Baboons of a different kind, whereof forUc imitate Men , others Dogs and 
Cats and are alfo tradable and docile to admiration, of which take Father Roths 
relation he being an eyc-witnefs. The King of Bengala in the year 1 660. dif- 
natched unto the Emperour of the M ogores a folemn Eiiibaffy, with many rich Pre- 
fents amongft which was a Triumphal Chariot drawn by two white horfes won- 
derfully adorned with Cold and Gems; but that which was more worthy admirati- 
on the Charioteer was no humane Creature, for a great Baboon guided the Reins 
with no final 1 skill and dexterity, his Livery Cloak and Cup fining with Scarlet and 
Gold, the Champion, a great Maftive fitting on the highefl feat as in a Throne o 
Maiefty, decked and adorned with Gold and Jewels in fo great fp.endour, that 
he looked upon himfclfasa Demi-god, and not a Dog; his V alets-de-chambre. 
Pages, and Lacquies, richly disaccording to their place and office, were a 1 Ape 
and Monkies, officioufly attending round about him, who fo well had learnt his 
Winn tint when any perfon of quality drew near, he not only performed due reve- 
rence makina low Congics,but his well inftru&ed Life-guard did the 1 dee: which t le 
Emperour beholding with great pleafure and admiration, caufed a high Treatment 
fo be prepared for them, where each had his own proper and peculiar Mefs, where 


zJTHJACJSIVS K < 1‘K€HEX 

his Guefts feafted themfelves with good order and gravity. This pleafant Comedy 
I faw a&ed in the Imperial Palace at Agra. 


CHAP. VIII. 

\ 


Of fever al F orris no where feen but in China. 


A Mongft which the Bird Royal, which they call Fum Hoam , deferves the firft 
place ; of whom in his Flora thus Fatlier Boim : This Bird of moft admirable 
Beauty r’ if at any time abfent or a while unfeen, it is an Omen of fome misfortune to the 
Kofhl F amily \ the Male is called hum, the Female Hoam; they have their Nejlsinthe 
Mountains near Peking, their heads are like a Peacock/ > A)e Chinefians Emblem their 
flooulders to the Vertues , their wings fignifie JtiJl ice, their fides Obedience, and the 
Nefl Fidelity ; this pious Bird , as they term it, is like unto a Rhinoceros, it never turns 
but goeth backwards, with the Majeflickpace of a Stag ; it hath a Cock/ train, crejled 
like a Serpent , feet like a Tortoife , and Angels wings ; the Emperour , Colais Man- 

darines have thefe Birds embroidered in Gold on their Vejls and other Habits , 



In the Kingdom of Suchue are fleece-bearing Hens , they are fmall Duck 
ie £ y ct bold and daring, and they are much efteemed by the Women for their 
callow Down, and Toft Plumage refembling Wool, delightful to handle. 

They report in the Province Suchue, there is a Bird produced of the flower 
Tunchon, which therefore is called Tunchonfung ; this Bird doth meafure out life 
with the days of the flower, fo fading, and fo expiring ; flie is veiled withfo great 
variety of Plumes, that her wings expanded lively deportraiture the beauties 
of the flower when blown. 

Between Couchinchina and the Ifland Hainan, are many great and fmall Rocks, 
wSthin which in the Spring-time a multitude of little Birds, like unto Sparrows, 
or Swallows, flock to build their Nefts ; from whence they come is not known , 

they 
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they fix their Nefts to the Rocks with Angular Artifice, they lay their Eggs, hatch 
their young ones, and then flye away ; their Nefts are gathered up and tranfport- 
edby whole Cargoes into China and Japan, where they are efteemed delicacies 
thefe Nefts are in a manner Diaphanous or Tranfparent , I have three in my Stu- 
dy, they are fomewhatof a Yellowifh colour, of an Aromatical compofition, and 
being mixed with what meat foever, fcafon the Mefs with a grateful tafte j the 
matter whereof their Nefts are built, they produce out of their ftomach, which 
fixing on the Hocks, they curioufly form with a liquor they find iffuing from the 
Clefts } but farther, fee Father Daniel Bartolus in his Hiftory of China, and Father 
Philip Marinus in his Hiftory of China. Folio 4a. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Of the Fifhes of China. 




T Here is in the Province Quantung the to be admired Animal, called by the 
Chinefes Uoangioyu, that is, the Saffron Fifh, which in the Summer feafon is 
wonderfully transformed to a Bird of the fame colour, and like other Fowls flying 
over the Mountains, feeketh its nutriment i but when Autumn is ended, return- 
ing to the Sea, it is changed into a Fifh, which the Natives fifh for as a delicacy, 
for it is of a moft pleafant tafte. The caufe of this Metamorphofis, vide Author 

Part a. Chap. 9. Folio 199. 200. and 201. ■ ! . 

They report of a Fifh in the Province Quantung, which they call the* iwnning 
Cow, that it often cometh a fhore and fighteth with the Land Cows ; but continu- 
ing long out of the water, the Horn waxeth foft, and becoming of no defence, 
the Fifties compelled to return again to the waters to recover the hardnelsot the 

Th * c Atlas faith there are a kind of Bats in the Province of Xenfi, which are as 
bigas a Hen or Goofe, and much fought after by the Chinefes as a 
their flefh being much preferred before the moft de ,; ^’^ rhatjiitf wma e 

of Hens ; fee what I' have faid before concerning Ba - _ * - 

In the Province of QwMMg is found a Sca-monffer with four eyes and fix feet, 
which liveth by feeding on Oyfiers, and vomits up things hke Pearl S( .t refem- 

blcth the creature calltl a Sea-Spider, and both like unto a Tortoife. The AO* 

if lafprh rlnr in tlie Province wajne/i, in' a Cleft of a Monutain, there aiv ifii 
fi a°r hav f tir fet and horns whietthe W' call the delight of the Dragon, and 
that have to wort hv to be punilhed with death to injure them; they fay 

efteem 1 an Q f | an <] an Animal that refembleth a Bird in the head, 

alio that there is in t 1 » ^ RondoV es, that is, Swallows i I have one to 

^inmy Study, which will turn it felf unto that part from whence the wind 
b, X h iikewife reporteth, thatinthis Province are ^wt^umed to l 

they have left the Water and come into the Air, immediately ae 

lilofi hard ftone, yet retaining their form. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of the Serpents of China. 


S Ome of which are of fo prodigious a dze, that, as the Atlas relateth, in 
the Province evaagfi there are fome, thirty foot long, unto which if their 
bulk anfwereth, on^would believe that greater cannot be. ‘ The Flora Sinenfis 
< rcporteth of the Serpent called the Gento, that it devoured) whole Stags, yet 
‘ is not very venomous 5 it is partly Adi-coloured, their length from eighteen to 
‘ twenty four foot 5 being hungry it rufheth out of the Thickets and feizeth his 
< preyi Ere&ed upon the tayl he maintains a fight with Men or wild Beads; often- 
< J-mcs’it will feize upon a Man by leaping from a Tree, and kill him by his violent 
‘windings about him : the Chinefes preferve his Gall to cure the difeafes of the 
Eyes. Marcus Panins Veneins teftifieth the fame of the Serpents in the Province 
of Carrajam , which be fo great, that fome are in length ten paces, in thicknefs ten 
palms ; a Geometrical pace confiding of five foot, the length of this Serpent muft 
be fifty foot, and fo it exceeds dig Serpents of g&angfi twenty foot ; but if it con- 
tain the common pace which is thjrce foot, then they are equal : But thus Marcus 
Panins, ‘ There are bred in the Province of Carrajam very great Serpents, fome 
‘ in length ten paces* and in thic knefs ten palms, having inftead of feet claws like 
‘ thole of a Lyon or Falcon ; thc>! have great heads, and fiery eyes daring like faw- 
ners, and bunching forthjhkf foot-balls ; their mouth and jaws fo wide, that they 
‘ are able to fwallo ° a Man, with large and (harp teeth, being terrible to behold ; 

■ ‘ they sire taken after this mailer* tbb Serpent in the day time lyeth hid in 
‘ Caves of the Mountainvand h* the night time goeth forth hunting the Dens 
« of Beads for prey, which he .dr- oureth, not fearing either Lyons, Bears, or any 
‘ other Creature, and having fatofied his hunger, returneth to his Cave , with 
c the weight of his body plowing exceeding deep Furrows, the earth cing fandy, 
‘ in which t raft the Hunt fmen fix firong ifiakes, pointed with fhatp Iron, which 
‘ they conceal with the fand ; and when the Serpent comcth iortli to leek lib prey, 
‘ or returneth home, as he creepeth along the fand giveth way, and the Iron ipikes 
‘ pierce his Breaft, goring his Intrals ; ^where being faftned and fore wounded , 
‘the Huntfmen kill him, and fell his Call at a great price, it being Medicinal; 
‘ the flefhj theyj fell for meat, and Men feed freely on ir. Thus far Marcus Pan- 
ins Venetns. And though thefe may be reckoned amongft Dragons, yet are they 
without Poyfon,of which there are divers others, as the Atlas relateth, in the Pro- 
vince of Cbthjang, vide Author for the reafons, Part 4. Chap. 10. Folio 203. 
and 204. 

There are alfo other Serpents in China full with incurable poifon, called Cabra 
de Cabelo , that is, the Hairy-headed Serpent, of whole done we have made menti- 
on. In the Empire of the Mogor there is another fort fwollen with deadly venome, 
and yet exceedingly valued lor the excellent Antidotes that are compounded ot 
them *, let this Serpent be deeped in a large Vefiel full of rich Wine, iothat his 
Head may come out at a hole made in the middle of the cover, then put fire under 
it till the Wine be ready to boy I, and the poyfon of the Serpent breath out, and 
is all diffolved into fmoke, the head being cut off, the flefh is the mod pretious 
Antidote againd all poyfons. 

There are Tortoifes difeovered in the Chinefian Ocean, as the Atlas tedifieth, 
that afar off appear like Rocks. 

The 


* 
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The Flora Sinerfs fays, that there are found Tortoife inlhe Kingdom offfT 

lome S^ en > fo, ; K ' bIew > there are alfo others that to mend their pace 
have wings added to their feet. * 
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CHAP. XI. 

Of the -wondrous Stones and Minerals in China. 




A TLAS, and other Writers fay, That Nature hath here fported her felf in 
Stones, and the Oeconomy of Minerals, as well as Animals. In the Pro- 
vince Huquang at the Mountain Xeyen, cfpecially after the fall of rains, are found 
Scones, which they call Swallows, fo refcmbling that Bird, that they want nothing 
but life •, the Phyficians diftinguiffi them into male and female, and ufe them in 
their feveral Compounds. 

The Chinefian Geologifts report that a Stone is found in the Province of Xenfi , 
of an ineftimable price, for that it increafeth and decreafeth according to the Full 
and Wane of the Moon ; but many Writers of Natural Obfervations report, 
that the Stone called Selenitis hath the fame effect amongft us : This is a kind of 
Talcus or Specular Stone, which I have oftentimes obferved, not only to fliine at 
the light or fplendour of the Moon, but perfe&ly to ffiew, as in a glafs, the figure 
of the Moon, when at Full, when an half Moon, and in a fextile figure } whence 
I fuppofe the fable to have its original, how that this Lunary Stone fometimes in- 
creafeth, and otherfome decreafeth according to the appearance of the Moon. 

They have an Earth called Quei , a Mineral very bright and much efteemed by 
the Women, being endowed with a Cofmetick faculty, which infufed in water 
with a gentle Fucus mundifies the skin, taking away all Morphew, Freckles, Fluffi- 
ings, Pimples, and fuch rubifying ebullitions j they call it Quei Xi , that is the 
Noble Lady. 

There is in the Province of Xantung a Stone taken out of a Cows paunch, of 
a clay colour, about the bigneL ot a Goofe Egge, but inferiou r to Bgzoarin foli- 
dity, being of a lighter fubfiance, and therefore thought byTome to be more 
eminent in virtue. 

In the Province Kiangfi at the Mountain Yangkju is fecn a wonderful Stone, 
which, being formed into an humane fiiape, either by Nature or Art, affiimeth 
diverfe colours according to the various temperature of the Air, as fome affirm, 
by which they prognofticatc either fair or foul weather. 

The Chinefian Atlas tells of an Herb called Asbeftus in Tanin , growing upon a 
ftone, that defieth the flames, not fuffering in a fiery tryal, but cometh forth a 
Conquerour, no way impaired by the fierceft: ardour, though a fibrous fmall ex- 
crefcency like hairs ; but being put into water it moulders like Clay and is fud- 
denlv confumed. Flow this Asbejhis is hatchel’d into flax, fpun and woven into 
fine linnen, whofe maculations and all other foil is, as we may fay, waffie'd and 
rinfed by fire, as other linnen is by water } fee my Mandus Subterraneua , lib. 1 1. 

There is a City called Jaochen , on the Northern bank of the River To , in the 
Province Kiangfi , which alone hath the honour to make the befi: Porcellan Ware 
or China Difhcs, fo highly eftcemcd in Europe and elfewhere * yet they fetch 
their materials from another City that hath that precious Vein of Earth in great 
abundance, which yields them fmall Audits, not being able to make the like ufe 

thereof : 
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thereot : The Body is rather of a Tandy than clayie fubftance, tender and brittle, 
which they knead, with often fprinkling water, into a contiguous Pafte, thence 
railing and modeling vcflels of what fize or fhape they pleafe, which they bake 
with great care by lent and yet continued heats, till they bring it to fome perfe&i- 
on i and being broken they new mould them, bringing them to almoft their pri- 


stine value. 

As the Mountains of China are replenished with other Metals, fo alfo there are 
plenty of Gold and Silver Mines *, but by the Emperours Edicts they are prohi- 
bited to dig them, becaufe from the virulent exhalations of the earth, the work- 
men are expofed to difeafes and death : But they have Golden Ore, which they ex- 
tra# from the fand of Rivers and Springs. And befides they have thofe which 
promife to themfelves and others Mountains of Gold by the Art ofChymiftry,and 
there is a place near Pukjang in the Province of Sucheuj that boafts of Hoangtins, 
the firft Profeffor of Alchymie and tranfmutation of Metals into Gold, 2500 years 
before be Birth of our Saviour. And that this Empire is rich in Gold and other 
Metals, the plenty of hot Baths, the abundance of Nitre, Alumen, Vitriol, Sul- 
phur, and Subterranean Fires, do prove. 

There is a Spring in the Province Honan , the upper part of whofe water is very 
cold but thru# your hand in a little depth, and it is fealding hot. 

But that which is more worthy admiration is, in the Province Xanfi there are 
Wells of fire, as common as Springs of water in other parts the Inhabitants 
therewith drefs their meat, clofing up the mouth of the Well, that it admittethof 
nothing elfe but the Pot or Kettle ; the heat fo contracted eafily makes the Pot 
boil. The Atlas faith, That this fire is thicl and not fo bright as other flame, and 
though ‘very hot , yet confumeth not wood cafi into it being colle&ed as in a Stove , it 

may eafily be carried about , and ufed to boil meat , but at lafi it will expire. They have 
alfo in this Province , Coal like unto that which the Dutch call Leigh Coal, of great- 
eft ufe to the Northern Chinefes, efpecially for heating their furnaces they arc digged 
up in huge great pieces , but they brea\ them , and mixed with water they make them up 
into lumps , which with difficulty take firc.fut once handled burn fiercely and continue 
long j the furnaces in their Stoves are like thofe in Germany, but fometimes they are 
made like unto a Bed , and ferve to lye upon in the Wititer : Thus the Atlas . A 
Scheme of the Fiery Wells is here annexed. 
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PART 


Concerning Architecture and other Mechanic!^ Arts of the Chinefes. 


THE PREFACE. 

L though the Chinefes have not that knowledge of the fpeculative Sciences , 
as the Europeans, yef they are very capable of thousand have profited fofar 
in the Matbematicks-, that although formerly they hardly under food any 
• other part but Afrononty and Arithmetic !^ ; yet diligently fudying the Books 
compefedby ns, they have attempted to publijh fomewhat concerning occult Philofophy , 
abundantly labouring in the Ethickf and Politicks , together with the Oeconomicks , 
judging him fitteflfor the great Dignities and Employments of the Empire that is bef 
read therein , in which their Govern ours are great proficients , as appears if you confider 
with what admirable order their Laws are formed for the Prefervaiion , Glory , 
and Riches of fo large an Empire. 


CHAP. I. 

! * ' 

fj ’ * y 1 ‘3 *'**•••■ V* 

Of the Bridges and wonderful F abrick/ of the Chinefes. 


A ND firfi: the Bridge called Loyang in the Province oT Fol ^utiuccedcth all 
admiration, builded by a Prefeft Or Governour named Cayang, the longitude 
extendeth above 360 perches, the latitude about fix, where this Bridge now fiands ; 
there was a pafiage for Ships but very dangerous, the violence of the Current was 
fo great, the building of this Bridge coft 4000000. Crowns, concerning which 
thus relateth the Atlas : ‘ 1 twice beheld the famous Bridge Loyang with amaze- 
4 ment which is all built of one fort of black hewen ftone, there is no Arch, but it 
‘is ere&ed upon 300. Maffy fione -piles, all of the figure of a Ship, on each fide 
‘ ending in an acute Angle, that they may the lefs fuffer by the force and beating 
‘of the Waves } on the tops of thele piles are laid ftones ot an equal length, every 
« (tone is twenty two paces, which I there mcafured walking leafutely, and two 
< paces broad, fo that there is 1 400. mighty (tone-beams all ahke, a molt (tupendt- 
‘ ous workiand to prevent falling off, there arc railsw.th Lyons cut in Acne on both 
• w i,h many other ornaments : But this is only the Defctipt.on of part of this 

‘ Bridge which lycth between the Town Logan , and a CaAle bu.lt upon the Bridge, 
* the other part being equal. That this Bridge (horrid be built with fo little colt, is 
. no wonder, confideVmg the greateft part of the Labourers ferve Grans ,n publ.ck 
‘ works, and thofe that receive wages have not the tenth part ‘° >T u ch as ou 
‘ botirers in Europe. Marais Paulas Veuctus maketh mention alio of tins Bridge 

* when he deferibeth the City Xartes. There 
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^h^TTiade^the Province Queicben called tienfem, that is built by Hea- 
ven it is a moil excellent work of Nature corfifiing of one (lone over the 
Torrent Tanki, whole latitude is two perches and the longitude twenty ; this 
place formerly was (hut up within a Mountain but by 'hejorce and violence of 
f hc floods, the Mountain being eaten away and hollowed this Bridge was left 
In the Province Xeaft is a way made with Bridges by the General of an Army 
named CW«?, in the making whereof an Army of many hundred thoufand 

Men were employed, whole Mountains cut through at fuch a depth, that the fides 

perpendicularly equal with the top of the Mountains, feem to brave the Clouds , 
and vet every way admitteth the light that elapfeth from above ; in fome places he 
built Bridges with Beams, and Spars kid from Mountain to Mountain, and upheld 
bv Beams placed under them ; in, places where the Vall.es are, wide Pillars 
are arrived ; the third part of tire Voyage confifteth of Bridges of fo great 
height that you fcarccly dare look down ; the bredth of the way is capable of re- 
ceiving four horfemen abreaft, and to prevent falling, they have placed rails of 
wood and iron on both fides ; it is called Citnuo, that is , the Bridge of props and 
rails and was erected for to fliorten the wav from the City Haachung unto the Me- 
tropolitan City Siganfr, which before was 20000. fladia through turnings and 
windings, and now by the pafkge through thefe Mountains their Voyage is but 

C ' g Therc is'anothcr Bridge in this Province near unto Chogan, on the bank of the 
river Fi, built on one Arc^i from Mountain to Mountain, whofe length is forty 
Chine, fian perches, that is f our hundred Cubits*, the altitude or perpendicular to the 
Saffron river, which pa^eth under the Bridge, is reported to be fifty perches 5 the 

Chinefes call it the flying Bridge. c 

I have here placed the Figure, by which Artifts may find out the manner ot 

building that fabrick * I have feen the like Bridge built from Mountain to Moun- 
tain in France near Ncmanfe, which hath three Stories, the firfi: confifteth o our 
Arches, under whic h Coaches pafs, the other is raifed upon twelve Arches, apal- 
fage for Horfemen ■; the third hath thirty fix Arches, and ferveth for an Aqueduct *, 
report fays, twas bu ilt by the antient Rowans, it is vulgarly calle c pont h ar 

den, erc&ed over a river of the fame name. 

In the Province Jnnnan over a moft deep Valley, through which a Torrent run- 
neth with a rapid 7 and violent flu xof waters, is a Bridge reported to be built by the 
Emperour Mingus, of the family of Hame, in the d$ th year of Chrift, raifed not 
with the cementing of vafi ftones or plaifter-work, but with Iron Chains fafined 
to rings and hooks, foplacing the Bridge to beams above *, there are twenty 
chains, and every one confifteth of twenty perches * many paffing over together 
the Bridge mo veth hither and thither, poflefling the Paffengers with giddinefsand 
fear of the mine and the fall of the Bridge, fo that I cannot fufficiently admire at 
the dexterity ofth c Chine fun Archice&s, who durft undertake fo many and diffi- 
cult works for the conveniency of Paffengers. 

When on c/e you defeend from the Bridges through the craggy Mountains into 
the Campaign, you enter upon the publick ways, which are fo pleafantj being pa- 
ved with four- fquare fionc, that you would think you went ftill through a Cityj 
and where the rough Mountains deny a paflage, there their ingenuity contriv d a 
a way, though performed with great labour and difficulty } for in one place they 
were compelled to cut down Rocks, in other to level the abrupt tops of Mountains, 
to fill up the hollow Vallies, an incredible number of hands employed to make an 
eafie paffage throughout the whole Region, which at length they have performed. 
And in c ertain difiances at every fionc or mile boundary, which contain ten Chi - 
ncfian fiadia, are fet Pofts, by whofe diligence, in a very fhort time, all the Pro- 
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clamations and Imperial Edi&sare carried unto the Covernours with muchfpeed ; 
at each eighth boundary, that is one days journey, are ere&ed publickhoufes, 
which they call Cnnquon and Teli , unto which the Magiftrates direct thofe that Tra- 
vel upon publick Concerns, having been acquainted with the dignity of the Per- 
fon, and the time when they will arrive, lo preparing accordingly for their enter- 
tainment. The banks of the rivers are as commodious as the Imperial ways, no Tree 
or other Impediment being left within five Cubits difiance of the water, by which 
the towing of their Ships and Boats fhould be retarded } in many places they have 
made Wharfs of fquare ftone,and placed where necefllty requireth, ftone Bridges 
of divers Arches i fo that by the Magnificency of thefe Works, they at leaft 
equalize the antient Greekj and Rowans , if not excel them* fo great is the'zeal and 
ftudy of all perfons, efpecially driving all advantages for the publick good.* 

I (hall here fay nothing concerning the Magnificency, Splendour, and almoft 
infinite multitude of their Ships, which are to be found in every river^roughout 
the whole Empire, and thofe info great a number, that as the FathcrsTvrite, any 
one may well doubt whether more perfons live in their Ships, efpecially in the 
Kingdoms nigh unto the Sea, or in the Cities ,but concerning thefe, fee T rigantius, 
Samedns^ Atlas , Marinus and others. 

As for the buildings within the Walls, thofe of private perfons are not ftately, 
they having more regard to their conveniency than Splendour or Ornament * for 
the moft part they are but one Story, abhorring the trouble of going up ftairs \ but 
what they want in height, they recompence in length and bredth, which makes ic 
no wonder to find Cities in China of a vaft extent: the fix Stories of the Roman 
Colledge placed in length, would extend fifty paces more then half an Italian 
mile, which with the Gardens, Schools, and Courts, would make a City j nor doth 
the Splendour or Beauty of the Cities of China come near thofe of Eutoft y for 
they admit of no Windows near the fireet, but all inwards, like the Religious 
Houfes of Nuns amongft us •, the Houfes of wealthy perfons are fplendid and 
coftly,but thofe of the Magiftrates or Handorines exceed the reft, and may truly 
be called Palaces j in each Metropolis there arc fifteen or twenty, and oftentimes 
more, in the other Cities for the moft part eight, in the lefier four, all built alike, 
but that fome are bigger than others, according to the dignity of the Prefcaor Ma- 
giftrate, and all ere&ed at the Emperours coft, for his Officers, either Gowned or 
Martial' Neither doth the Emperour only allow them Palates and Ships, but 
alfo Furniture, Provifton, and Servants ; the greater Palaces have four or five 
Court?, with as many houfes on the front of the feveral Courts ; in the Fro.rt.f- 
Piece of each are three Cates, that in the middle brggeft, both fides of the Gates 
sr,. armed with Lyons cut in Marble, at whofe bounds is a moft capacious Ha 1 
fuppotted with mighty Pillars, it is called Tahiti this the Magiftrate admtmftreth 
Infticc on each fide the publick Ports have their lodgmgs;next to this is the toward 
Hall called Suang, thisis the Privy Chamber for fectet retirement, conference, 
“a fahiration Laftly follower!, the great Gate and Houle, the Apartment of 
he MaX es Wife and Children, being moft richly adorned, to which is ad- 
KX, Gardens, and Lakes for pleafnre and delight •, but yet thefe Pa- 
laces have this i, .conveniency, beingbu.lt of wood, if a fire breaketh out, often- 
times whole Cities are reduced into alhes in avery fmall fpace, as .t hapned ro 
tl! 1 , , • i • .1 * rrr^afe ft Cirv next unto Nanking, which was conlumed with 

thc T -*«» and in four 

fire by a R J ^ e d to its Priftine eftate,and re-edified by the Tartars in 

fom years thne-But I (hall (but up my Difcourfe concerning the.Fabricks of Cbim, 
with the moft ftupendious work of works. ^ 
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The Famous Chinefe Wall. 


C oncerning which thus Atlas Sinicns ; ‘ This mighty Wall fortifies the bor- 
ders of four entire Kingdoms, the longitude being three hundred Ger- 
4 ma pe miles, of which fifteen make one degree, id eft , twelve hundred Englijh 
4 miles } The long feries continues without any gap, onlylon the North part of the 
4 City Sitten, in the Province of Peking, which is fupplyed with the inacceffable 
c part of a Mountain, and where the mouth of the Saffron River receiveth the difem- 
4 bogies of Ieffcr Rivers ; the Avenues and PafTes for Strangers and Travellers re- 
4 pairing from Foreign Countries, are contrived Arch-wife like Bridges, or through 
4 Vaults und^r ground, all the reft uniform though carried on for the mod part 
‘ through rough and uneven Countries, forcing a way not only over the Skirts, but 
‘ the Mountains themfcl ves at commutual diftances ; where one may aftift the other 
4 are planted high Towers, and ftrong Gates,or Sally Ports, from whence they iffue 
4 forth or retire when any Invasion or Affault requires i and convenient Fortreffes 
4 alio adjoined not only dc fen five, but accommodated for thereccption of the 
4 Souldiers, which to make good and maintain, takes up no lefs then a million. 
4 The Wall is thirty Chinefian Cubits high, twelve broad, and often fifteen. 

Xius Emperour of China, and Founder of that Imperial Family, began this 
Wall, who excelled all the Chinefian Princes* in the Magnitude of his Works, and 
the glory of his Martial Atchievments ; having Conquered all China by fubju- 
gatingthe Family of Cheva , from the Governour of a Province he arofe to be 
abfolute and foie Monarch, reducing the Tartars by many fignal Varies, and 
to prevent their future Incurfions, he began this work the twenty fecond year of 
his Reign, which was two hundred and ten years before Chrift, and in the fpace 
of five years compleated the whole Fabrick, impreffing three Men out of ten 
throughout that world of China , amounting to many millions j And fuchwasthe 
compolure of this miraculous work,being fo ftrongly compacted and clofely joyned, 
that if in any place of the Cementations a nail might by driven between the 
ft ones, thole that by negligence committed that errour, were to fufter death with- 
out mercy : the work thus became fo wondrous ftrong, that it is the greateft part 
of admiration to this day, for through the many viciflitudes of the Empire, changes 
of Government, Batteries and Alfaults not only of the Enemy, but of Violent 
rempefts, Deluges of Rain, (baking Winds, and wearing Weather, yet it difeo- 
vers not the leaft fign of Demolifhmcnt , nor Crakt or Crazed with A^c, but ap- 
pears ahnoft as in its firft ftrength, greatnefs, and beauty, and well may it be, 
for whole folidity whole Mountainsbp ripping up their Rocky Bowels for Quar 
were Ieve led, and vaftDeferts drowned with deep and fwaliowing fands fwept 
clean to the firm bottom. 1 
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There is alfo a Channel made by the Chinefes at a vaft expense of coftand la- 
bourer commodious Navigation unto the Royal City P ehjng j and although ma- 
n y admire the Dutch for their Trenches or Catara&s cut through the Land for paf- 
facre from place to place yet the Channel Jun in China is admirable, beyond all 
their Works^concerning which thus Atlas Sinicus. The Province Xantung defer- 
vedly boafis of the River Jun, the moft famous Channel throughout the whole Empire 
of China, digged with incredible labour and induftry , by which from moft parts of the 
Empire Ships brin<J Merchandise to the Royal City Peking j this Trench beginneth on 
the North of the City Socjen, from the bank of the Saffron river , thence ftretching it 
felf unto Cining, and the City Lincing \frm whence in that Channel it paffeth into 
the river Qiiti, being feme hundreds of miles. I have counted upon it above 
twenty CataraSls or Water- falls made of hewen ft one, firm and nobly artificial , with a 
tiaftaoe for Ships , where they damme up the waters with a Since, wloich is eaftly 
heaved up by the benefit of an Engine with a Wheel, affording an outlet to the If at ers y 
and a pafiage to the Ships ; and if they want Water for great Veffels, then in the mid- 
dle pafiage before you come to Cming, they let in from the Lake Cang, through the 
trel k CataraSl, as much as they plcafe , timely cloftng the pafiage to prevent an inun- 
dation : Theft CataraSls arc commonly called Tung-pa, becaufe they fuftam the force 
of the Water flowing from the Lake 5 »hen Ships arrive, that they may not be 
forced to fail through the Lake, they have cut a Trench or Channel on the bank , fortified 
withRampiers, by which all Ships do eafily pafs. At each CataraSi are perfons main- 
. j at the tublick charoe, to attend the Ships until they have pafled the CataraSls. 

Thc Provtce CUk,f rough and Mountainous not able to compare with 
Other Provinces for great Cities, multitude of Inhab.tants, and tichnefs of So.^ 
yet ntoduccth two Commodities of great profit, which none of the reft have and 
y r c r c rViot* are an ornament to the whole Empire. The hrit is, 

thofe of fo great ufc, > I which , tifu || y furnilheth the 15 King- 

many thoufand Bads of the belt Paper, P j lflill , f roln Trees, not 

doms j the other ts ' hat J h '^ t lnd of this they make that Varnift 

unlike that which drops from our Pit tret- , out .^ des be bu c low and 

wherewith they to dtc s ' e 'J h d °“ | e ^ H for fpfendour, every thing therein be* 
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'obkaT^^ed, and bemg^temperedwith divers Colours and beaatifi.d 
with Birds, Flowers, and Dragons, the feveral Effigies of Gods and Coddeflcs, ar.d 
other Figures drawn to the life, at once abundantly delight and caufe admiration 
° the beholders. This Cum they gather, and make it ofwhatfocver colour they 
pleafe, but the Gold colour is the bed, and next the moft Black , before it is re - 
ed it I'endeth forth venomous exhalation, which caufeth Swelling the Ptifick and 
Confumption i but they who ufe this preparation, have an Antidote ready, which 
defends them from the infeBion : Things Printed with this Gum or Vernice dry 

fooneft in a damp place, but oncedryed it never yields nor melteth , but of this 
Secret, with the manner of making and ufing it, We Author Part 5. Chap. 1. 

F< TThe* Chinefes boaft of other Inventions, as firft that of Printing, ufed by them 
lonn before it was known in Europe ; but though they have found the Invention 
vet right ufe of it they underftand not, being altogether ignorant of the Art of 
Founding of Letters, or Computing with them, but Cutting ^Engraving upon 
Wood what they have to Print, like our Sculped Plates fitted for the Rowhng- 
Prefs i fo that not being able to diftribute their Charader, they are forced to have 
a (landing fofm for every Page, by which means the Printing of one V olumne 
oft times fillcth a whole Houfe with their Typographical Tables , as for example, 
if the whole have but one hundred Sheets, they muft have four hundred Tables. 

Secondly, Though we do not deny but they had the Invention of Gun-pow- 
der before us, becaufethe Fathers of our Society have feen great Ordnance big 
as Bazalifcoes, call for a Siege in divers Provinces, especially in ^ankyng which 
are very antient ; yet they never arrived to our perfeaion, being unskilful in Fire- 
works; but their Art in calling excels, as appears by the mighty Statues, great Guns, 
and ponderous Bells each where frequent ; but the Bells mentioned in a Letter 
froni Father Ferdinando Verbift to Father John Gruberus in Peking, in refpedl of 
which the greateft in E« rope may be called Saints Bells, (hall demonftrate. Anno 
1 40^,. there Reigned an Emperonr of China iWVumlo, be that firft removed be 
Court from Nanking u> Peking, be the better to perpetuate his name, cafi many Bells of 
a prodigious magnitude, whereof one of Iron, and eight of Brafs are now at Peking, 
,1 leaft of which are .20000. weight : l faw fewen lying in one place near unto 
Chum leu, all fair and like ours, but the Margents are not fo fpreadtng, nor the top Jo 
Conick -, andbecaufe Father Athanafius Kircher in his Mulurgia, Folio 522. bath 
Cel down the meafure of the Bell of Erford m Germany, which for the bignefs he term^ 
eth prodigious *, 1 will here give the dimen [ions of one of tbofe which I faw at Pe- 

king, and compare it with that of Erford, reducing Meajures to the Cubits of China. 


T he Bell of Peking. 

1. The Altitude included in the Curva- 
ture is 1 2 Cubits. 

2. The Diameter of the Orifice or Bafis 
i o Cubits and 8 Digits. 

3. The thicknefs of the Bell 9 Digits. 

4. The exteriour circumference mea- 
faredi by the Diameter only three 
times taken, that is omitting ^ of the 
Diameter, is 39 Cubits and 6 Digits. 

The weight 1 20000. pounds. 


T he Bell of Erford. 

1. The Altitude included in the Cur- 
vature, is 8 Cubits 5 Digits 1 - 

2. The Diameter 7 Cubits 1 Digit. 

3. The thicknefs 6 Digits and f 

4. The Circumference or Periphery, 
according to the meafure alledged 
by Father KircheruSj is 26 . Cubits and 

1 Digit. 

The weight 25400. pounds. 


The 
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The Diameter of the Bell of P ekjng next to the Canon, where the Bell begin- 
neth to clofe at the top, is eight Cubits five Digits, the circumference of the 
handle bended is three Cubits, and there the thicknefsor Diameter is about one 
Cubit i the Altitude of the perpendicular Canon above the top of the Bell is three 
Cubits : now the Chineftan Cubit is divided into two Digits, whereof nine are 
equivalent to our Geometrical foot. Both Bells are compared in the annexed 
Print. 
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PART VI. 


Of the Hieroglyphic al CbaraSters of the Chinefes. 


T HERE is no Nation fo barbarous but they have fome way to mani- 
feft their Conceptions one to another j but above others the Chinefes 
have the moft fignificant CharaCters, the firft Inventor of which was 
Fohi , about three hundred years after the Flood, as their Records 
fay -, forming divers Figures drawn from Animals, Birds, Reptils, Fiffies, 
Herbage, Plants, Trees, and abundance of other things \ fo that according to 
the numerous variety of the produCfs of Nature and her feveral Refcmblances, 
fuch and fo infinite were their CharaCters, which though the modern Chinefes 
taught by experience have rc&ified, yet at this day they have above eighty thou- 
fand^ the ftudy of which is the Apex of all their Learning ; but they are able 
with iooooto make out handfomly moft expreffions upon all occafions: Yet 
thofc that wade fartheft into the puzzles and difficulties of fo long Leflons and 
fo tedious a Science, are preferr’d to the higheft Offices and Dignities of Place, 
which feldom happens till they grow Aged. The hardnefs of the task arifeth 
from that they have no Alphabet, Declinations, nor Conjugations, but every Cafe 
and Gender in Nouns, and every Perfon and Tenfe in Verbs, with the like, have 
their feveral and difiinCf Characters. Formerly when they did treat about things 
of a fiery nature, they ufed Serpents, Afps and Dragons ; in the defeription of 
Aerial Bodies, the various Order of Birds ; in a watry fubjeft, Fiffies ; in deferi- 
bing ofVcgctives, Flowers, Leaves, and Boughs s in the Conftellations, Points 
and Circles, each of which expreffed a Star in indifferent Arguments they exhi- 
bited vVood, Globes, and Threads difpofed in a certain order : But now inftead 
of thefe Figures they life ftrokes and lines fo contrived that they anfwer to the 
{ignincations of rhofe drawn from Animals, c . The Emperour Fohi invented 

the Charaders compofed of Serpents, Dragons, <&>c. And the fecond was found 
out by Xim Num compofed of the Husbandmans Tools, and ufed in deferibing 
what belongs to Paffuragc or Cultrature. The third fort were by the Emperour 
Xan Flo am compofed of the Wings of the Bird F am Hoam. The fourth form of 
Characters were contrived of Oyfters and Silk-worms by the Emperour Chuen 
Kim. The fifth were of Roots. The fixth made up of the Claws of Birds, ufed 
by the Emperour Choam Ham. The feventh was the work of the Emperour Tao, 
ot Tortoiles. The eighth fort were Birds and Peacocks. The ninth are made of 
Wings, Reeds, and Herbs. 1 he tenth fort was their Art of Memory. The ele- 
ven tn of the Stars and Planets. The twelfth were CharaCters ufed in Grants and 
Privilcdges. The thirteenth are the Characters of Ten Chan Chi Cyan Fao. The 
f >u; teenth are the CharaCters to exprefs Qiiietnefs. The fifteenth are compofed of 
Fifiie^. The fifteenth is a compofition that now is neither read nor underftood. 
And thefe are the CharaCters of the Ancient Chinefes, very much like the Egyptian 
Hic^ogiyphicks, but not adorned with fuch illufirious Myfteries ; in making of 
whkn they did not ulea Pen and Ink, but a Pencil, and rather paint then write, as 
the annexed Figure defcribedi. 
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The Chinefian Characters being fo numerous , the Language is wonder- 
ful equivocal, and one word oftentimes by the only different pronunciation 
or placing of the Accent, may fignifie ten, or fometimes twenty various things, 
whereby it is rendred more difficult than poffibly can be imagined. The 
M andorine Language is common to the Empire , and is the fame as the 
Language of Cafiile in Spain, and the Tttfcan in Italy : The Characters are 

common unto the whole Empire of the Chinefes , as alio to Japan , Con . 
cbintbina , Corea , and Touchin , though the Idiom is much different i fothat 
the people of Japan , See. do underftand Books and Fpiftles that are written 
in this fort of Characters , but yet cannot fpeak mutually to, or underhand one 
another, like the figures of numbers ufed throughout 'Europe , and by all pcrlons 
underftood , although the words by which they are pronounced^ are ex- 
ceeding different ; fo that ’tis one thing to know the Chinefian Language, and 
another to fpeak the Tongue* A Stranger that hath a ftrong memory, and 
doth apply himfelf to theftudy, may arrive to a great height of that Learning by 
reading the Chinefian Books, although he be neither able to fpeak or underhand 
thofc that fpeak it. But Father Jacobus Pantoja, according to the Mufical notes, 
nt, re, mi,fa,fol, la, firfl of all found out the riling and falling of the accents to 
be obfervedin the pronunciation, affiftedby which they overcome the difficulties 
of the Language, the accents they thus fet down over the Chinefian words written 
after the manner of Europe, A, — , >, /, U, A, the fir ft of the five Chine fe Accents 
anfwereth to the Mufical note Vt, and the found of it is called in th cCbinefcCbo 
Pim as if you fhould fay the firft word equally proceeding *, the fecond note — , 
anfwereth to Ke, and it is termed in the Chinefe Language Punt Xim, that is, a 
clear equal voice ; the third note \ agreeth with Mi, and the lound in the Chineje 
is XamXim , that is a lofty voice ; the fourth note / is founded like Fa, it is term- 
ed in the Chinefe Kin Xnn, that is the elated voice of one that is going away ; the 
fifth note u, anfwereth to Sol, in the Chinefe it is called ^ Xnn that is, the pro- 
per voice or fpcech of one that is coming in ; for example, that one word Ta 
written in the European Charters, and having the five notes above afhxed it 
muft be pronounced with divers Voices and Accents ; a Tooth Ta, Dumb Ta 
Excellent Ta, Stupidity TJ, a Goofe Ta. For as the fame word pronounced fug- 
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ncfleth divers figurations and the S £ ee<:h f E oken flower or fafter refembieth 
the modes and times lii Mufick; fo from the words of Monofyllables (for rhe C/jt- 
■refer have none of di,,tres, or more Syllables) is a timely harmony ; by the helpof 
which notes flrangers may attain fomething of the Tongue though with great la- 
bour and indefatigable patience;and though the fame word hath one fignification ,n 
the Mandarines Language, and a contrary in Japan and other places, yet knowing 
one Speech and their Charafter, you may Travel not only through the Empire 
of China, but the adjacent Kingdoms. 


‘ HOSE that are earnejl to ma\e further fcrUtiny in queft of all thefe 
, ■ , Wonderful Relations, may refort to the Author him f elf, andJothofe in his 
Quotations ' } for this we thought a fuff-dent Appendix to the Dutch E mbafly , 
the one feemmg the better tolllufirate the other, many of the fame Concerns 
being' handled in both. - f 1 - - - 
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